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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
NEWS
April 1998

EPCOT Dive Quest at April Meeting
Join us at Jose's Mexican Restaurant and wel-

come Michelle Matuszski from EPCOT’s Living
Seas.  Michelle is the Animal Operations Manager
and will be talking about their program to dive the
aquarium, Dive Quest.  Payment will be collected
for those of you wishing to participate in the
CLUB’s Dive Quest adventures in June (see Dive
Quest Dive article on page 6).

The meeting will begin with drinks and chips at
6:30, and our speaker at 7:00.  Dinner or appetizers
can be ordered from the menu; the CLUB meeting
will be held after Michelle finishes her presentation.

 Join us at Jose’s for great food, an informa-
tional speaker, and door prizes.  Bring a friend or
two to view the video of the Living Seas and social-
ize.

Jose’s Mexican Restaurant
Mercado Mediterranean Village
8445 International Drive
Orlando FL 32819
363-0613

Jose’s is located on International Drive in the
Mercado Shopping Center.  Drive South on Interna-
tional Drive from Sand Lake Road, and the
Mercado is on your left.

Oh, did we mention that Michelle will be giving
away a free Dive Quest dive, valued at $140?  Be
sure to mark your calendar and get a chance for a
unique underwater experience!

This month in the NEWS

1998 Dive Calender

Member News

Coming in April

Devil’s Den Family Camping Trip

Looe Key Trip
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Message from Our President

Greetings,

April is almost upon us, and summer will be just
around the corner -- my personal favorite diving
time of the year.  The warm waters of the Keys are
calling me as I write this.  I don't know about most
of you, but I have not been underwater now for
awhile, and I am beginning to get antsy (I’m not
sure that is a word but I’ve used it all my life).

It’s time to get all the dive gear out and check it
over for the upcoming dive season.  Make sure your
tanks are legal, and get those regulators serviced.
We don't want any accidents this year.

The CLUB schedule is being distributed, and all
the dates are being firmed up.  You should have
receieved it in the mail soon, if not already.  There
are  some new dives we are doing this year, and
there are some repeats.  We  also are going in with
the KSC Barracudas again this year and listing their
dives.  Everyone should be able to find one or two
they would be interested in doing.  I would like to
see all the members take advantage of at least one
trip this year .  We have close to a hundred members
in the CLUB , and I doubt over 30 take advantage of

our trips.  That is puzzling to me since the reason I
joined the CLUB was to dive  with people I know
instead of a boat full of strangers.  Take  advantage
of your membership and go on a dive this year with
the CLUB .  You won't have a better time anywhere.

Don't forget to attend our April meeting.  We
have a great program lined up with the folks from
The Living Seas at EPCOT.  It will be a  great time
for all and very informative I'm sure.  Hope to see
you  there.  Take care and dive safely, and I hope to
see you on a reef.

Jim Streeter

One of our Fearless Leaders in earlier days?
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Putt Putt Anyone??

On Saturday, April 4th, the Martin Dive
Club will try something completely differ-
ent.  We will meet for a rousing competition
at Pirate’s Cove Adventure Golf!

Bring your spirit of adventure and put-
ting skills to International Drive for the first
annual MDC Spring Carpet Golf Champion-
ship.  We will meet at Pirate’s Cove at 10:00
and will retire to a local restaurant for the
awards ceremony and lunch afterwards.  We
will be receiving a specially reduced rate of
$4.50 for the golf.  (It’s normally $6.)

Come out and have some fun to kick off
the new diving year with MDC!!  For more
information, contact Mike McCleskey at
657-3370 or 273-6655.
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Family Campout at Devil’s Den

April 17-18

Go back in time and dive one of North
America’s prehistoric places, Devil’s Den, located
at Williston, Florida.  Price includes a two-night
stay, food and beverages at the campfire Friday
night, breakfast Saturday morning, plus snacks and
beverages Saturday.  Tanks and air fills are not
included.

Devil’s Den is a first-class recreational facility
with something for the entire family.  Dive the Den,
then go under in the new open water facility featur-
ing fish, swim thru’s, and a sunken boat.  Facilities
include volleyball, fishing, swimming, and horse-
back riding.  Top off your day with a hot shower at
the tiled bathhouse.

Trip Coordinator is Lou Nichols, (407) 880-
6022 or contact David Henderson:  work 356-7148,
home 695-0875.

Costs are as follows:

Primitive Camping:

Diver: $45   Nondiver: $25

Electric $4 extra

Hideaway Cabins:

Diver: $75   Nondiver: $55

Based on 4 people per cabin, 2 people per bed

Sign-up and payment due by March 27.
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First Dive Of The Year

Looe Key Dive Trip
May 1 - 3

Dive Saturday and Sunday Morning with Underseas, Inc.

Two nights stay at Parmer's Place on Little Torch Key including Continental Breakfast of
Fresh Breads, Baked Muffins, Fresh Fruit, Coffee, and Tea

$145 Members, $155 Nonmembers
(tanks Included), $90 Nondivers

Deposit of $50 Due April 17, 1998

     Underseas, Inc.Underseas, Inc.Underseas, Inc.Underseas, Inc.Underseas, Inc.

Call Marie Frank at 356-8256 or
(352) 242-1102
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Dive Quest at EPCOT
The CLUB will be diving the aquarium in the

Living Seas at EPCOT on June 6th and 13th.  The
cost is $140 per person and includes a classroom
orientation, all gear (you may bring your mask if
you wish), a 40-minute dive, a T-shirt and certifi-
cate, and admission to EPCOT after your dive.
While the dive is expensive, consider these facts:

Guaranteed sharks, turtles, and rays, close up

Guaranteed 0.3-knot, or less, current

Guaranteed 200-foot visibility

No getting SEA SICK on a long boat ride!

No cancellation due to bad weather

No long drive to the Keys or West Palm

No gear to wash, just bring your C-card and a
bathing suit

It’s really cool to dive an aquarium.

Our dives will be at 4:30 PM and 5:30 PM on
June 6, 1998, and at 4:30 PM on June 13th.  We
already have 18 people signed up as 'seriously
interested', but money talks.  Bring a check for the
full amount made out to WDW (Walt Disney World)
or your credit card number and expiration date to
the April 14th meeting, or mail either to Wendy
McCleskey, 8683 Renova Court, Orlando FL 32825
before the meeting.  We can only take eight divers
at each time, so be prepared to sign up now!

Videos are available at an additional $35 cost.

Dive Quest is not a Disney profit center, all
profits go to the Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund.
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March Manatee Trip
On Friday, March 6th, 12 MDC members and

guests met at Crystal River for the annual trek to
swim with the manatees.  The week leading up to
the trip had been warm and beautiful, which was
good news for the comfort of the humans, but bad
news for the likelihood of encountering the mana-
tees who flock to the springs to escape the cold
waters elsewhere.

We found the reliable Best Western with a
beautiful new lobby and were cheerily checked into
our rooms.  We all drifted next door to the restau-
rant for dinner, drinks, and tall tales.

The
following
morning
brought
overcast
skies and a
boatload of
eager
snorkelers.
After a
hearty
breakfast of donuts and coffee, we cast off into the

mist with all 12 present and accounted for.  In spite
of our high hopes, the day held some disappoint-

ment.  While
we did all
see manatees
from on
board the
boat, none of
us got the
experience
up close and
personal.
All manatees
were either

seen inside sanctuary zones or on the move to other
areas.

We were treated with the presence of a playful
otter who showed off briefly, then disappeared into
the underbrush.  An assortment of fish and beautiful
Florida scenery were enjoyed by all.

Next year's manatee trip is already booked on
the schedule for January of 1999.  This time we will
maximize our chances by scheduling for earlier in
the season.  Look for more details...

Massaro on DAN at February Meeting
Thanks to our speaker for February’s meeting,

Chris Massarro from The Great American Dive
Center located at Goldenrod and University.  Chris
spoke to us about the Diver’s Alert Network (DAN).

DAN has some new programs
as well as being one of the best
resources available to the recre-
ational diver when it comes to dive
safety.  This international public
service network is supported by
the world's largest membership
association of recreational divers.

DAN is dedicated to improving recreational
diving safety worldwide. No other organization in
the world shares this mission. You, as a diver and
DAN member, can actively participate in any of its
research projects and contribute to the increase of

diving safety for future generations of divers.

Studies like Flying After Diving and Project
Dive Exploration, supported almost entirely from
membership dues and contributions, are revealing
important information that will benefit the entire
diving community. This research cannot continue,
however, without your support.

And on top of a great presentation, our door
prizes were outstanding.   Thanks to the donors,
and remember to mention the MARTIN DIVE
CLUB when visiting our local dive merchants.

Winner Prize Donor

Grace Hampton Hat Divers Outlet

Bill Paskert T-Shirt Divers Outlet

Wendy McClesky Coozie Divers Outlet

Shirley Petersen Coozie MDC.
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

1998
DATE LOCATION DEP. COORDINATOR

March Manatee Weekend at Crystal River $48 Mike McCleskey
 6 - 7 Friday night in hotel, Saturday morning breakfast, pontoon boat Feb 7 273-6655
Fri - Sat guided by Capt. Mike. Come snorkel  with the manatees while mikemcc@netwide.net

you still can for only $48 per person.
Space is limited so sign up early. (only one for the year!!)

April Come join the CLUB  for an morning at Pirate's Cove Putt Putt Mar 31 Mike McCleskey
4 course off International Drive with lunch following.  Good time 273-6655
Sat 10AM to meet other members and plan your dives for 1998. mikemcc@netwide.net

$4.50 per game.  Call Mike to reserve a spot by March 31.

April Family Camping Trip - at Devil's Den at Williston FL $50 Lou Nichols
17 - 19 Camping Friday and Saturday night, cabins or Mar 27 880-6022
Fri - Sun tent camping available.  Diving Saturday in both Devil's Den 

and new open water facilities.
Tent Camping  $45 per diver, $25 per nondiver
Cabin's          $75 per diver, $55 per nondiver (4p/cabin, 2p/bed)

April Dive Club Meeting - Jose's at Mercado 6:30PM Jim Streeter
14 Guest Speaker: Michelle Matuszski from Dive Quest at EPCOT's 356-2377
Tue Living Seas.  Door prize - free dive with Dive Quest in the Living 351-1514

Seas at EPCOT!! ($140 value)  Membership due jstree@magicnet.net

May Florida Keys Weekend - dive beautiful Looe Key, $50 Marie Frank
1 - 3 accommodations at Parmer's Place, Fri and Sat night, 2-tank Apr 4 356-8256
Fri - Sun dive Saturday and Sunday morning, tanks and breakfast (352) 242-1102
Limit 12 included. marie.s.frank@lmco.com

Cost $150 per diver, $100 per nondiver

May Florida Keys - Memorial Weekend - Key Biscayne with KSC $25 KSC
23 - 25 Barracudas, Sat and Sun night hotel accommodations and Mar 17 Max Farley
Sat - Mon 2-tank dive Sat and Sun morning. (407) 452-1435

Cost  $120 per diver

June EPCOT's Living Seas with Dive Quest.  Come see it all!!  If $70 Wendy McCleskey
6 you can't see it on this one dive you probably never will. Apr 14 273-6655
Sat Signup at the April 14 Dive Club meeting or before. mccleske@netwide.net
limit 16 Dives are at either 4:30 or 5:30 and limited to 8 divers per session

Cost: $140 per diver (includes admission to park until closing)

June Boynton Beach with the KSC Barracudas $25 KSC
13 - 14 Sat. night hotel accommodations and Apr 1 Mike Huff
Sat - Sat 2-tank dive Sat afternoon and Sun morning. 259-7857

Cost  $85 per diver huffm@usbi.com

June Dive Club Meeting - Jose's at Mercado 6:30PM Jim Streeter
9 Officer Elections 356-2377
Tuesday 351-1514

jstree@magicnet.net

June EPCOT's Living Seas with Dive Quest.  Come see it all!!  If $70 Wendy McCleskey
13 you can't see it on this one dive you probably never will. Apr 14 273-6655
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

1998
DATE LOCATION DEP. COORDINATOR
Sat Signup at the April 14 Dive Club meeting or before. mccleske@netwide.net
Limit 8 Dives are at either 4:30 or 5:30 pm and limited to 8 divers per session

Cost: $140 per diver (includes admission to park until closing)

June San Salvador Island with the KSC Barracudas KSC
13 - 20 Riding Rock Inn Grace Hampton

Cost $1250 per member, $1350 per nonmember (407) 453-1344
Sold Out gracphil@palmnet.net

June Long Bahamas Weekend with Capt. Mike $100 Mike McCleskey
25 - 29 4 nights and 5 days Bahamas Princess, diving with Unexo. Apr 25 273-6655
Thur - Sun Aairfare from Ft. Lauderdale mikemcc@netwide.net

Cost approx. $500 (food not included) (still in planning)

July Key Biscayne Weekend - 4th of July Weekend $50 Marie Frank
 3 - 5 Diving with Biscayne Divers, Saturday morning and Sunday May 28 356-8256
Fri - Sun morning.  Accommodations at the Hampton Inn Friday and (352) 242-1102

Saturday night.  Breakfast  included. Tanks not included. marie.s.frank@lmco.com
Cost $150 per diver,   $100 per nondiver
Limited to 16 people

July KSC - Florida Keys Weekend - Dry Tortugas $100 KSC
 2 - 5 Liveaboard Beth Shaffer
Thur - Sun Cost: $450  (Sold Out) (407) 453-6522

July Gulf Coast Beach Diving & Picnic $80 Karen Streeter
24 - 26 Come dive the warm waters of the Gulf Coast in search of Jun 25 351-1514
Fri - Sun shark teeth.  We will be diving off of Venice Beach and jstree@magicnet.net

staying in the  Hotel Saturday night.  Picnic dinner 
provided Saturday night, Breakfast Sunday morning.
Cost approx $120 per person

July Riviera Beach/Lobster Dive with the KSC Barracudas $25 John Lawlor
29 - 30 Wed night hotel accommodations, 2-tank dive Wed & Thur May 19 (407) 459-3374
Wed - Thur Limit 16

Cost $80 per diver

Aug Pompano Beach & Boca Raton diving with the KSC Barracudas $25 KSC
 8 - 9 Wreck & reef dive Sat afternoon, Stingray feeding dive & reef Jun 3 Mike Huff
Sat - Sun dive on Sunday morning.  Sat night hotel accommodations, 2- (407) 259-7857

tank dive Sat & Sun morning.  Limit 7 huffm@usbi.com
Cost $85 per diver

Aug Dive Club Meeting - Jose's at Mercado 6:30PM Jim Streeter
11 356-2377
Tuesday 351-1514

jstree@magicnet.net

Aug Florida Keys Weekend - dive beautiful Looe Key, $50 Dave Huwe
21 - 23 accommodations at Palmer's Place Fri and Sat night, 2-tank Jul 23 699-7314
Fri - Sun dive Saturday and Sunday morning, tanks included. david.j.huwe@lmco.com

$150 diver,  $100 nondivers (still in planning)
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

1998
DATE LOCATION DEP. COORDINATOR
Sept Wreck diving off of Ft. Lauderdale $50 Mike Diemer
 4 - 6 Hotel accommodations Fri. and Sat. night, 2-tank dive Sat Aug 7 330-0068
Fri - Sun & Sun morning.  Diving with Pro Divers

Cost approx $175 per diver  (still in planning)

Sept Beach Dive & Picnic - Lauderdale by the Sea, Sand Dollar Hotel $50 Bill Paskert
17 - 20 Ocean Fest in-the-water Dive Show Aug 14 678-5311
Thu - Sun Thurs, Fri, & Sat. night hotel accommodations, diving Fri, Sat, & Sun wpasker9@idt.net

morning off the beach.  Picnic Sat afternoon.  Tanks not included.
$120 per person

Sept-Oct Bonaire with the KSC Barracudas $100 KSC
26 - 3 Sand Dollar Condos, includes air fare, diving, condo and car Jul 1 Max Farley
Sat - Sat rental per unit (407) 452-1435

Cost $900

Oct Canoe Trip & Picnic $10 David Henderson
3 Canoe down Rock Springs run to the Wekiva river with a Sep 17 356-7148
Sat picnic to follow 695-0875

Cost $20 per person dhend@magicnet.net

Oct Boynton Beach with the KSC Barracudas $25 Tom Wiley
 3 - 4 Sat. night hotel accommodations, 2 tank dives Sat. & Sun. Aug 5 (407) 799-4352
Sat - Sun Cost Approx. $85/diver etw@metrolink.net

Oct Dive Club Meeting - Jose's at Mercado 6:30PM Jim Streeter
13 Photo Contest 356-2377
Tuesday 351-1514

jstree@magicnet.net

Oct FANTASY FEST weekend in Key West!! Halloween!! $30 Mike McCleskey
30 - 1 Experience the annual Fantasy Fest adventure. May 1 273-6655
Fri - Sun 3 days and 2 nights of exploring and partying in Key West. mikemcc@netwide.net

Breakfast, drinks, Saturday night in Key West parade
and party. (Adults Only) - No diving included.
$120 per member

December Dive Club Christmas Party Marie Frank
TBD Detail and price to TBD later in year. 356-8256

(352) 242-1102
marie.s.frank@lmco.com

Lockheed Feb 6 & 20, March 6 & 20, April 3 & 17, May 1, 15 & 29,
Martin June 12 & 26, July 10 & 24, Aug 7 & 21, Sept 4 & 18,
Off Fridays Oct 2,16, & 30, Nov 13 & 27, Dec 11 & 25

Holidays Jan 1 & 2, May 5, July 3, Sept 7, Nov 26, Dec. 4 - Jan 1

Club membership in either Martin Dive Club or KSC 
Barracudas required to participate in dives.
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Editors Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at

getting articles to me by the 15th of the month.
Please get them to me in one of the following ways:

• Call me at 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text
and graphics on disk to me at MP 031

• E-mail at work to: william.paskert@ lmco. com
(within Lockheed Martin, attached files work very
well) or e-mail at home to: wpasker9@idt.net

• Fax - work: 356-7337; home: 678-5311 (please
call before sending).

Check Out the Color Version of the MDC
News

For all of you with Internet connections, we
publish this newsletter in color on the World Wide
Web.  You know we can’t afford to print the newslet-
ter in color, but you can view it if you have an
Internet connection and a current Web browser.  See
it on our CLUB home page at:

http://www.netwide.net/users/mccleske/
mdchome.html

or at Lockheed Martin:

http://wwwmis.orl.lmco.com:2424/mdc/
mdchomehtml

Bookmark this site for current CLUB and general
SCUBA news.

From CyberConch Zine, March 6, 1998

Florida Keys News Morsels

BUQUEBUS FERRY APPROVED FOR KEY
WEST-FT. MYERS - The Key West City Commis-
sion approved plans for a ferry system to operate
between Fort Myers and Key West.  The terminal
will be located at "toxic triangle" at the foot of
Grinnell Street.  Two ferries are planned for the $30
million project.  One will carry 150 passengers; the
other 450 passengers and 54 cars.  Service is ex-
pected to begin in early 1999.

The Best of the Keys’ Crime Blotter

    ...where Truth is stranger than Fishin’

SUNDAY STREAKER STRIKES, ARRESTED
- Key West Police Officer Al Rodriguez, while on
routine patrol at 7:54 Sunday morning, encountered
a 39-year old alleged gentleman walking down a
residential street.  The report notes that the man
appeared intoxicated.  He was arrested, and taken to
the Stock Island hoosegow.

BOTTOMLESS BICYCLIST STOPS TRAF-
FIC - Key West Police Officer David Smith, while
off-duty and commuting to work, observed a traffic
jam at the corner of Southard and William streets.
The cause of the brouhaha was a young man, naked
below the waist, and displaying his wares to passing
motorists.  He was arrested and taken to jail,
charged with display of sexual genitalia.  Police
allowed him to return home first to lock his bicycle.

The McCleskeys try a new sport in Denver.

After hitting a tree, Wendy decides she isn't
ready to hang up her fins yet.

Member News
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP 6
4021 Seabridge Drive
Orlando FL 32839

Upcoming Events
Social: April 4, Carpet Golf at Pirate’s Cove
Meeting, April 14, Matuszski on Dive Quest at Jose’s
Camping Trip: April 17 - 19, Devil’s Den
Dive Trip: May 1 - 3, Looe Key and Parmer’s Place

undercurrent, March 1998

Flotsam & Jetsam
News on line and in letters

Eau de Wetsuit:  What is it that makes “scuba”
a hot marketing name?  Marketers are gobbling it
up.  Phillips Electronics has named its LCD-
equipped virtual immersion visor accessory for
video game consoles Scuba.  Radius now sells the
Scuba toothbrush, made of flexible rubber to give
greater control during brushing.  And Gillette’s
Right Guard deodorant has a new unisex fragrance
called Scuba.  The only Scuba aroma we can con-
jure up is a wetsuit after a dive -- an aroma better
sprayed on a fire hydrant than armpits.

Fin Funnies:  How long can a diver generate
maximum kicking thrust?  A study of four male
divers, 18 to 23 years old, found that for about eight
minutes they could maintain 100% performance.  If
that’s all, why all the weird fin design and hullaballo
(sic) from fin manufacturers?   Unless you are out to
set a free diving record, consider it all nonsense.

Dues Are Due
As you know, April is renewal month for

membership, and it’s just around the corner.
The fee is still $15 for regular membership
(add $5.00 for outside plant mail).  Also, if
you have recently advanced your certifica-
tion level to Master Diver, Dive Master,
Rescue Diver, or Instructor, and if you have
a current CPR certification card, you are
eligible for 5 free years of membership
(provided that you have been a member for
at least 1 year).  Copies of these cards are
needed (front and back) at the time of
renewal.  If you have any questions, don’t
hesitate to call me at (407) 351-1514(H) or
(407) 858-8603(W), or email me at jstree@
magicnet.net.

Karen Streeter
Membership Chairperson
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