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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
NEWS
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Truk Lagoon at June Meeting
Come join the Martin Dive Club for our regular

membership meeting on June 9th at Jose's Restau-
rant in the Mercado Center and see the beautiful
sights of Truk Lagoon, Micronesia.  Dr. Byron
Hodge is a local physician who has long loved the
sport of SCUBA diving.  He has traveled exten-
sively and recently returned from his second trip to
Micronesia.  He will be bringing his slides from
above and below the waterline.  He will share some
history of the area and educate us as to how so
many wonderful wrecks came to be some of the top
dive sites in the world.

As usual, the gathering will kick off at 6:30 with
drinks and chips and salsa.  Individuals can order
food or dinner off of the menu.  The Truk presenta-
tion will begin at 7:00, followed by the serving of
dinner, our business meeting and the ever popular
drawing for door prizes.

This will be an important meeting since we will
be holding the election of officers for the coming
year.  Please plan to attend to assist in this selection
process as well as to enjoy the wonderful slide
show!

 Join us at Jose’s for great food, an informa-
tional speaker, and door prizes.  Bring a friend or
two to view a very recent visit to the Truk Lagoon
and socialize.

Jose’s Mexican Restaurant
Mercado Mediterranean Village

8445 International Drive
Orlando FL 32819
363-0613

Jose’s is located on International Drive in the
Mercado Shopping Center.  Drive South on Interna-
tional Drive from Sand Lake Road, and the
Mercado is on your left.

This month in the NEWS

Golf Outing and Devil’s Den

Member News: Hawkins’ Trip

Coming in June and July

Dive Quest at Living Seas

Key Biscayne with Marie

Shark! (Teeth) Diving with Karen
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Message from Our President

Greetings CLUB Members,

Now is the time for all good Members to come
to the aid of their CLUB!!!  Yes it's that time of the
year again -- officer elections.  Aren't you excited??
Well you should be.  We need volunteers to assist
and fill the various offices.  It's not fair for the same
few  people to volunteer year after year.  It's time
for some new blood and ideas.  Everyone has some
idea of what they think the CLUB should be doing
or offering and now is your chance to make a
difference.  We will be having elections at our next
meeting, and we need you to come out and partici-
pate.  Be active and support your CLUB.  It's the
only way to promote growth and not become stag-
nant.  OK, now I'm off my soapbox.

Those of you with E-Mail addresses probably
already know this but for the ones that don't, there is
a new weekly SCUBA radio show.  The host is Greg
Holt, and it airs Saturdays at 9:00 am on 540 AM
"The Team".  He usually has a celebrity dive guest,
and they discuss a variety of dive-related issues.
They also give away prizes from time to time.
Make sure you tune-in and call-in and give him
your feedback and support.  Greg has agreed to be
our guest speaker at the August meeting too.

Finally, Summer is here, and the CLUB has been
on a couple of dives already.  Read the News ar-
ticles to check out all the fun you missed if you
didn't go.  Read the News articles to their articles.
We have some more dives coming up also.  Make
sure you sign up to get wet and support the dive
trips.  I have a feeling  this is going to be a great
year for diving since ol’ El Nino is gone and isn't
going to affect our weather.  Again, don't forget to
make the June meeting and volunteer for an officer
position.  Hope to see all of you on a reef some-
where this year.

Jim Streeter

Key Biscayne for July 4th
I am doing a Key Biscayne Weekend on July 3 -

5.  We will dive with Biscayne National Underwater
Park Saturday and Sunday morning, and we'll be
staying at the Hampton Inn Friday and Saturday
night.  Continental breakfast is included.  Tanks will
not be included.  The cost is $150 per diver and
$100 per nondiver.  Trip limited to 12 people.  $50
deposit due May 29.  Call me at work (407) 356-
8256 or at home at (352) 242-1102.  Thanks!!!!!

Marie Frank
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MDC Invades Pirate's Cove
Well, "invasion" might be a strong word since

rainy weather kept all but a handful of MDC adven-
ture golfers away on the morning of April 4th, but
those who braved the conditions were rewarded
with a great time and no crowds.

Pirate's Cove
Adventure Golf is
located on Interna-
tional Drive not far
from Jose's Restau-
rant where we are
holding our CLUB
meetings.  It has two
18-hole carpet golf
courses that are
"decked out" (pun
intended) in pirate
theme. Scenery
includes skeletons,
treasure chests, secret
maps, sharks, waterfalls, and, of course, pirates!
We selected the Blackbeard's Challenge course, the
more difficult of the two.  Plaques along the route
tell the story of Blackbeard's adventures and were
very educational.

When all was said and done, everyone had
recorded at least one hole-in-one, and no balls were
permanently lost to water hazards (not that several
didn't get wet!).  Chuck Brown took the honors with
a one under par 42. Lou Nichols, who showed up

with his own putter (can
you say "ringer"), followed
closely with a 43.  My own
personal thanks go out to
Mark Dubiel, who was
gracious enough to keep
Capt Mike company in the
back of the field to score a
tournament high 47!

Afterwards, we all
retired to The Cricketer's
Arms, an English pub and
restaurant, to celebrate our
exceptional athletic prowess
and to talk about the excit-

ing summer ahead for MDC.  A great time was had
by all and we all agreed that we should repeat this
event next year.

Capt Mike

Shark! (Teeth) Diving in Venice

Check Out Venice On Line:

http://venice-fla.com/capital.htm

Take Home Shark Teeth, Whale Teeth, or Even Mastodon Teeth!

Find Fossils 4 to 8 Million Years Old!

Dive into the Past with Us on July 24 - 26 in Venice, Florida.

The trip includes beach dives, hotel,
and a picnic lunch on the beach.  The
price is $85 members, $90 nonmembers;
$50 deposit due June 25.  Contact Karen
Streeter at 858-8603 (w) or Jim Streeter
at 356-2377 (w) or 351-1514 (h)
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Dive Quest at EPCOT
Over 30 Club members got together Tuesday,

April 14th, at Jose's Mexican Restaurant to hear
Maryann Buehn of EPCOT's Living Seas give a
presentation on Dive Quest, the dive in the Living
Seas.  She showed a video and gave away a free
dive!

Maryann told us all about playing and working
in the Living Seas.  Called the eighth largest ocean,
it is 200 feet across and 25 feet deep containing 5.7
million gallons of water, which is man-made salt-
water maintained at 75 deg F.  About 1500 animals
from over 65 species call it home, including brown
sharks, green sea turtles, sting rays, and jewfish.

The Dive Quest experience was started in 1995
as an outgrowth of the ‘backside tours’ at Disney.
Although originally the program was conducted
with 30 divers per session, currently around 8 divers
are allowed at a time to reduce stress on the living

system.  Additionally, Disney felt that personal gear
didn’t show well (duct tape, holey wetsuits, etc.) so
all gear is provided (Sherwood) from a well stocked
shower, changing, and locker room.

The cost is $140 per person and includes a
classroom orientation, all gear (you may bring your
mask if you wish), a 40-minute dive, a T-shirt and
certificate, and admission to EPCOT after your
dive.  The first 20 minutes consist of a guided tour,
and the divers are free to roam the aquarium for the
rest of the time.  Mickey sometimes joins in, too (in
26 pounds of costume in addition to the dive gear).
The Living Seas dolphins are not in the water with
Dive Quest divers because the dolphins can play too
roughly sometimes.

There is no gear to clean up; and towels, sham-
poo, and showers are available.  They use aluminum
63 cu ft tanks, and divers should come up with 1000
psi left.
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After you pay for parking, meet your guides at
the gift shop near the ticket counters.  You can stay
in the park after the dive until closing time.  Cast
members get 50% off admission.

All profits go to the Disney wildlife fund for
marine conservation.  This year they expect to
contribute over $500,000.  Projects sponsored in
1997 included:

Aquaculture for southern flounders

Bottlenose dolphins and vehicular traffic

Migration of blue crabs monitored with the
Global Positioning System (GPS)

Manatees on the move

Earthwatch, coral bleaching.

Next our esteemed president, Jimmy Streeter,
led the regular Club meeting.  Since it was mem-
bership renewal night, all the last-minute types got
out their checkbooks.  We welcomed guests Jean

and Janie (with winner Steve C), Sina Dubiel, and
Holly Smith; and recognized new members George
Charlson, Melony Clark, and Frank and Aaron
Hunt.  Following that, Dave Henderson led a
rundown of our upcoming dive trips.  And of
course, saving the best for last, our door prizes
were outstanding.   Thanks to the donors, and
remember to mention the MARTIN DIVE CLUB
when visiting our local dive merchants.

After Maryann’s presentation, she gave away what
we were all waiting for: a free Dive Quest experience.
Steve Callinan, our previous president, walked away
with it.

Winner Prize Donor

Ron Shiver Disney Dive Quest T-shirt

Karen Streeter Disney Dolphins in Depth T-shirt

Marlys Brooks Disney Dolphins in Depth T-shirt

John Taylor Slap Strap Divers Outlet

Chris Berringer Hat Divers Outlet

Marie Frank Hat Divers Outlet

Aaron Hunt Hat Divers Outlet.
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Devil’s Den Family Camping Trip April 17 - 19
Friday, April 17th, a few

open water divers joined the
outlaw Martin Dive Club
Cave-Diving subsidiary for
a weekend at Devil’s Den
near Williston, Florida,
home of the fighting Devils.
Near dusk, Ellen Nichols
cooked up a batch of her
fabulous lumpia, while chef
Lou fired up the charcoal
grill.

David Henderson had
volunteered to boil a batch
of sweet corn for the group
of 16.  By the time he
arrived with wife Maxine
and offspring Derek,
Jonathan, and Craig, the

corn had been roasted and succulent Omaha Steak
filets were sizzling on the grill.  His late arrival was
fortuitous indeed, for as young Aaron Hunt was
heard to say: “This corn is the best that I’ve ever
had.”  David spent the rest of the weekend looking
for a reef to dive.

After a dinner of lumpia, steak, corn, potato
salad, and rolls, the group watched a few rockets
burst in mid-air.  All pitched in to clean up and then
retired to the beautiful tree-shaded campground to
circle around a roaring campfire.

Tim McNair was asked to contribute to the story
of our trip and replied “Wait until somebody does
something stupid.”  Ben Reese said “I’ll volunteer
for that” and he did!  A few outrageous dive stories
were told and some real conversation actually took
place.  Newcomer Frank Hunt mostly observed the
goings-on, not knowing what to make of it all.

Revelie was at 6:45 a.m. and all except Melody
Spaulding, who had not yet arrived, met near the
office to fill out forms and receive a dive briefing
from the genial manager, Ginnie McKnight.
Thusly, our group was first in the water for a lovely
cavern dive.  While we were exploring crevices and
swim-throughs to a maximum of 60 feet, Rosemarie
Diemer and Maxine prepared breakfast rolls, fruit,
and hot coffee.

Breakfast is over, let’s dive.

Lou Nichols and Aaron Hunt prepare to dive.

Maxine Henderson enjoys our tree-shaded
campground.
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After breakfast, most enjoyed a leisurely second
dive.  Things got crowded and John Peters counted
35 floating heads in the spring.  A few of us ven-
tured into the open water facility to tour a sunken
wreck.  The pumps were down and visibility hov-
ered around 3 feet.  Not much more to report except
that noted safety expert Chuck Brown was heard to
say to Mike Diemer that  “Empty tanks don’t do
nobody no good.”

Aaron Hunt unaware of an imminent attack by
the ‘Creature from the Blue Lagoon’ (John

Peters).

Sunday morning, time to pack up and go.

Later, we all chipped in for a dinner of burgers,
charcoaled sweet corn, and baked beans.  We then
repeated the campfire adventure with a fresh supply
of cold beverages.  It was early to bed and late to
rise for breakfast and coffee.  We cleaned up,
checked out and broke camp.  Then we reluctantly
went our separate ways, David to look for a reef to
dive.  For the weekend, the weather was great, the
food good, and the diving adventurous in crystal
clear water.

Lou Nichols

Looe Key Dive Trip

Nine Club members, Bob and Linda Iacovazzi,
Mark and Sina Dubiel, Lee Carpenter, Sandy
Oldham, Jim Pearce, Lou Nichols, and myself
trekked down to the Keys on May 1st.  All but Lee

dove Saturday.  He was getting over a bad cold.
The seas were kind of rough, but that was my
opinion . . . since I have to have "perfect" seas to be

happy.  There was a
group of biology stu-
dents and their teacher
from Rollins College.
Most of them were
moaning, groaning, and
hanging off the boat.

The majority of us didn't dive Sunday, but the
diehard Lou Nichols was gung ho on diving.  Ru-
mor is he brought extra tanks to dive on the bayside
Saturday and Sunday afternoon.  Also, our newly
certified diver, Mark Dubiel, went out on Sunday,
too.  I'll have to say, it was a beautiful weekend in
the Keys at a really beautiful location -- Parmer's
Place.

Marie Frank
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Member News
Members Dianne and Andy Hawkins are serving

a tour of duty in Saudi Arabia with their children
Alex, age 5, and Connor, age 4.  Here is their report
on a recent vacation they took to . . .

Phi Phi Islands, Thailand

The Phi Phi (pronounced Pee Pee) islands are a
2-hour ferryboat ride east of Phuket, Thailand's
largest island, in the Andaman Sea.  The islands are
characterized by steep, limestone cliffs, large caves,
and trees growing out of the crevices in the rocks.

Phi Phi Don, the larger of the two islands, has
several long, white powdery beaches and a variety
of accommodations located on a thin strip of flat
land between two bays.  Loh Dalam bay is the
shallower of the two bays; thus it is popular for

swimming and sunbathing.  Ton Sai bay is much
deeper and is a major traffic area for the ferry boats
and long boats.  The change in the tide at Loh
Dalam is dramatic in that you may walk out several

Conner Hawkins studying a reef.

hundred meters amongst exposed coral at low tide.
Phi Phi Don is inhabited by many friendly locals, all
making a living by working in the various shops.

The shops include batik (wall hangings, shirts, and
scarves); jewelry; Thai "resort" clothing (sarongs,
blouses, skirts, and T-shirts); Thai food; pizza;
SCUBA and snorkeling trips and gear rentals; small
grocery stores; and bars.  There is also hair braiding
with beads and Thai massage offered.  The atmo-
sphere is very much like Key West, but on a much
smaller scale.

Neighboring Phi Phi Le is uninhabited because
there is literally no beach around it. The island
descends abruptly into the sea on all sides.  It has
beautiful coral and exotic sea life.  The main attrac-
tion at Phi Phi Le is Viking Cave, so called because
a drawing on the wall resembles a Viking ship.  The
cave has a ceiling that is about 10 to 15 meters high
that contains many ledges inhabited by thousands of
swallows, whose nests are collected for "Bird Nest

Phi Phi Le Cliffs

Phi Phi Le Island
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Editors Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at

getting articles to me by the 15th of the month.
Please get them to me in one of the following ways:

• Call me at 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text
and graphics on disk to me at MP 031

• E-mail at work to: william.paskert@ lmco. com
(within Lockheed Martin, attached files work very
well) or e-mail at home to: wpasker9@idt.net

• Fax - work: 356-7337; home: 678-5311 (please
call before sending).

Check Out the Color Version of the MDC
News

For all of you with Internet connections, we
publish this newsletter in color on the World Wide
Web.  You know we can’t afford to print the newslet-
ter in color, but you can view it if you have an
Internet connection and a current Web browser.  See
it on our CLUB home page at:

http://www.netwide.net/users/mccleske/
mdchome.html

or at Lockheed Martin:

http://wwwmis.orl.lmco.com:2424/mdc/
mdchome.html

Bookmark this site for current CLUB and general
SCUBA news.

From CyberConch Zine,

Florida Keys News Morsels

April 9

THOUSAND POUND GREAT WHITE
SHARK CAUGHT IN ISLAMORADA - A South
Carolina tourist, while charter fishing caught and
released a 12+ foot, 1000 pound Great White shark
some 12 miles off Islamorada. He reportedly used
an 80-pound test line.

April 23

TOURIST BITTEN BY NURSE SHARK,
DIVER UNHURT - A 17-year old Illinois tourist,
after pulling on the tail of a baby nurse shark while
snorkeling, was surprised when the two-foot fish
then bit him on the chest.  The shark, equipped only
with suction-cup like teeth, refused to let go of the
gentleman's pecs.  Both were transported to
Fisherman's Hospital in Marathon by the US Coast
Guard.  The shark finally let go when it was killed
by doctors in the hospital.  The diver had no inju-
ries.

Soup".  The soup is considered a delicacy and is
very expensive.

Ton Sai Bay

There are numerous snorkeling and diving spots
around the islands.  We did not do any diving, but
thoroughly enjoyed snorkeling with the kids.  We
hired a long boat to take us out to the best spots.
There were two protected coves at Phi Phi Le that
had crystal clear waters and lots of sea life.  We saw
some black and white banded sea snakes (6 to 8
inches long), angelfish, Moray eels, Sargent majors,
blue headed wrasses, and many more.  The Sargent
majors were definitely accustomed to being fed
because they would swarm around us when we got
in the water and would begin to bite us if we stayed
still too long.  The kids enjoyed swimming around
with arm floats and goggles on; then hung onto our
backs as we swam away from the boat.

Andy and Dianne Hawkins
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP 6
4021 Seabridge Drive
Orlando FL 32839

Upcoming Events
Family Day: June 6, Lockheed Martin
Dive Trip: June 6, Dive Quest at EPCOT’s Living Seas
Meeting, June 9, Dr. Byron Hodge on Truk Lagoon at Jose’s
Dive Trip: July 3 - 5, Key Biscayne on the 4th
Dive Trip: July 24 - 26, Shark! (Teeth) Diving in Venice! (Florida)
Meeting, August 11, Greg Holt on SCUBA Radio at Jose’s

Safety Chairman

Classes to Offer Basics of CPR

Summer is right around the corner
and that means barbecues, pool parties,
and trips to the beach.  But those
activities can be dangerous.  The American Red Cross of
Central Florida will offer the following cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) courses in June at 5 N. Bumby Ave.
For more information, call (407) 894-4141.

Adult CPR - A basic lifesaving course that teaches
participants rescue breathing, first aid for choking
victims, recognizing heart attack signs, and CPR - Class
will be from 6 to 10 p.m. on June 2, 12, and 22, and from
8 a.m. to noon on June 6.  The cost is $25.

Infant and Child CPR - A basic lifesaving course that
includes rescue breathing, first aid for choking,
recognizing heart attack signs, and CPR for infants and
children - Class will be from 5:30 to 10 p.m. on June 3.
The cost is $25.

Community CPR - Course includes rescue breathing,
first aid for choking, recognizing heart attack signs, and
CPR for adults, children and infants - Classes will be
from 6 to 10 p.m. on June 2 and 4.  The cost is $35.

Reprinted from May 17, 1998, Orlando Sentinel

Flying After Diving

The May/June 1998 Issue of Alert Diver, the
magazine of Divers Alert Network (DAN),
contains some preliminary information on the

results of DAN’s flying after diving study.  So far, they
have completed 700 exposures, with 38 cases of
decompression
sickness (DCS)
recorded.  All cases
of DCS after a single
no-decompression
dive have occurred
when the preflight
surface interval was
12 hours or less.
After a repetitive dive, DCS occurred even at preflight
surface intervals as long as 17 hours.  The data so far
suggests that the original recommendation of waiting 12
hours or more after making single no-decompression
dives is reasonable.  In addition, current research
suggests that it may be wise to wait 17 hours or more
after making repetitive dives. However, the research is as
yet incomplete and further work is continuing.

Chuck Brown
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