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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
NEWS

December 1998

Come to Our Holiday Party!
We will celebrate our annual Holiday Party on Friday, December 4th,

with a Mexican feast at Jose O’Days restaurant.  Cost is $15.  For reser-
vations, call Marie Frank at (407) 356-8256.

We will also have another exciting gift exchange.  Each person should
bring a wrapped gift worth around $10 (really).  Suggested items: fish- or
critter-related, SCUBA, or gag gifts.  Hint: give a gift you’d like to re-
ceive.

Our party will take place at Jose O’Days Mexican Restaurant at 8445
International Drive in the Mercado Mediterranean Village.

This will be an entertaining and fun evening.  The party starts at 6:30
p.m.  Dinner is at 7:00 p.m.
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Message from Our President

Greetings fellow divers and members,

This is the last issue of our newsletter for this
year, and I'm amazed at how fast the years are
slipping by.  I hope everyone got to dive as much
this year as they wanted.

I had a much better year of diving than in years
past, and since I purchased a larger boat this year I
hope to be able to dive even more next year.  We
will see how that goes during the year.

We are close to bringing in 1999, and before
you know it 2000 will be here.  Wow! A whole new
millennium arriving.  It is an exciting and wonder-
ful time to be alive.  Especially with all the high-
tech dive equipment at our disposal.  Just a few
years ago divers would have paid huge amounts of
money for access to a dive computer.

I am hoping the Dive Club will be able to
purchase some more equipment during the coming
months for your use.  We will be looking at ways to
pay for some of this equipment in the near future.  If
anyone has something they would like to see the
Club purchase and make available as a loan or
rental be sure and let one of the officers know.

Also, if you know of a good way to earn some extra
cash we'd be interested in that also.

We will be getting together soon to draw up next
year’s dive calendar.  We need input from you to let
us know what dives you would like to have avail-
able.  Please call or e-mail the officers and give us
your input.  If you want to be included in the sched-
ule meeting or run a dive trip, let us know so we can
inform you of the date and place.

Good luck in the new year and hope to see you
on a reef!

Jim Streeter
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3D Movie and Dinner at October Outing
On October 17th, MDC members gathered at

Pointe Orlando for an afternoon showing of “INTO
THE DEEP” at the Muvico theaters.  The 3D
presentation was overwhelming and gorgeous.  The
six-story screen and state-of-the-art headsets make
for quite an underwater view.

Since the movie was filmed in the frigid waters
off California, we all agreed that the movie was as
close as we wanted to get to that cold-water diving.
The entire movie was educational and breathtaking
with film work done by the legendary Howard Hall.

After our ascent, we wandered over to Monty's
for dinner.  Member Paul Buck put his new doctor-
ate to use, first by explaining the optics involved in
the movie and the $500 headsets.  We all nodded at
him and pretended we understood what he was
telling us.

Since our drinks all came with handy test tubes
in them, and young scientist Torey McCleskey

needed entertaining, Paul proceeded to procure
baking soda and malt vinegar for a variety of bub-
bling science experiments table side.

We finished the evening with a tour of FAO
Schwarz where we all wished we were kids . . . very
rich kids.

It was an event not to be missed.  Hopefully we
can do it again during the winter months, although
sadly without Paul Buck and Shirley Petersen, who
are relocating to Washington D.C.  They will both
be missed by MDC.

Wendy McCleskey
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Photo Contest WinnersPhoto Contest Winners

Underwater, Fixed Focus: Wendy McCleskey

At our October meeting, our President, Jim
Streeter, welcomed new and old members to the
dive meeting.  He also welcomed back Andy and
Dianne Hawkins returning from Saudi Arabia.

Jim introduced Mike McCleskey, our Camera
Chairperson, who spoke about our Photo Contest
judge, Mike Barnaby, who evaluated the pictures of
the photo contest based on content, clarity, and
color.  Mike B. was with Diver’s Outlet and Hal
Watts and now is on his own.  Before winners were
announced, all contestants who had entries were
allowed to select a small gift for entering the con-
test.

Editor’s note: Several of the first place winners are
shown in the nearby graphics.  My apologies to the slide

shooters, I wasn’t able to get their entries scanned for
this issue.

Underwater, Fixed Focus

1st Wendy McCleskey Holiday Inn Venice Beach - 3
day, 2 night stay

2nd Bob Iacovazzi Blue Ridge Internet – 3
months

3rd Bob Iacovazzi Performance Diver – Dive bag

Slide, Underwater, Normal or Wide Angle

1st Phil Hampton Diver’s Outlet – US Diver BC

2nd Mike McCleskey Scuba Radio – Talbot posters

3rd Carolyn Van Zant Wet-N-Fla – UK mini Q40
light; Space Shirts – T-shirt

Slide, Underwater, Close-up or Macro

1st Jerry Barone Performance Diver – Octopus

2nd Phil Hampton ExtaSea – T-shirt; Perfor-
mance Diver – BC miniknife

3rd Phil Hampton Falcon Travel – Travel bag kit;
Wet-N-Fla – Neoprene cap

Most Unusual, Unique Subject Matter: Carolyn van Zant
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Most Unusual, Unique Subject Matter

1st Carolyn Van Zant Performance Diver – Octopus

2nd Phil Hampton ScubaRadio – Kofun CD

3rd Wendy McCleskey Performance Diver – Dispos-
able U/W camera & Diver’s
cap

Above Water, Dive Related

1st Mark Dubiel Jose’s Restaurant – $50 gift
certificate

2nd Marie Frank Whales & Friends – Dolphin
potpourri; Performance Diver
– Diver’s cap

3rd Bob Iacovazzi Performance Diver – Diver’s
cap; ExtaSea – UK SL4 light

Print, Underwater, Close-up or Macro

1st George McGuire ExtaSea – UK 400 light

2nd Jerry Barone Hal Watts – Guided 2-tank
dive

Above Water, Dive Related: Mark Dubiel

Print, Underwater, Normal or Wide Angle

1st Carolyn Van Zant Walt Disney World – Epcot
Dive Quest

2nd Wendy McCleskey Marie Frank – Disney shirt
pack

3rd George McGuire Performance Diver – Dive log

Underwater, Normal or Wide Angle: Carolyn van Zant

Most Likely to Embarrass

1st Mike McCleskey Performance Diver – Quest
slate; Performance Diver –
Mark-Lite

2nd Mike McCleskey ScubaRadio – Cousteau CD

3rd Wendy McCleskey Performance Diver – Mark-
Lite & BC Mini knife

And on top of all these great things, our door prizes
were outstanding.   Thanks to the donors, and remember
to mention the MARTIN DIVE CLUB when visiting our
local dive merchants.

Winner Prize Donor

Grace Hampton Cooler Divers Outlet

Mike Frank Poster ScubaRadio

Mike McCleskey Body Glove ExtaSea
T-shirt

Richie Pizon Diving Gloves Performance Divers

Marie Frank Mouse Pad Divers Outlet

Chuck Brown Mouse Pad Divers Outlet

Wendy McCleskey Dive Stickers Great American Dive
Center

Andy Hawkins Dive Stickers Great American Dive
Center

Underwater, Close-up or Macro: George McGuire
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Wild Weekend in Key West
Friday night provided a good warm-up for the

craziness to be seen on Duvall Street.  There were the
usual street performers, street
vendors, costumes, and
crowds.  The gang wandered
the scene together and in
smaller groups. Some mem-
bers of our group had so
much fun that they sorely
regretted it the next morning.
Club President and Treasurer,
Jim and Karen Streeter found

a good parking place back at the hotel, after sleeping in
their car for some undetermined period of time.

Saturday morning began with stories around the
breakfast table at the restaurant at the beautiful Sugar
Loaf Lodge, followed by the Second Annual MDC
Hangover Bloody Mary Invitational Carpet Golf World

Once again, the Martin Dive Club has safely
returned to tell the stories of Fantasy Fest, Key West's
wild Halloween street festival.
With the damage from
Hurricane Georges still
obvious and the clean-up
efforts still underway, the
festive atmosphere was
perfectly intact for the 20th
anniversary celebration of
Fantasy Fest, sporting a theme
of "Fright Night on Bone
Island."

Twenty MDC members and friends signed on to head
for the country's southernmost city for our annual trek to
Fantasy Fest.  This year's crew included a mix of first-
timers and experienced party-goers, and no one came
away disappointed.

Marie and the ‘Man

“HornyMan”

Karen and Jim said, “That wasn’t there
when we parked.”

After the Golf, Marie,
Melony, Karen, Jim, Jimmy,

Dave, Joanne, and Bill
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Championship.  Club Secretary Marie Frank took the
honors with the lowest score (22 for nine holes) on a
golf course still suffering the effects of Georges wind-
blown debris.  Most members didn't waste much time in
getting back into town to get the most out of the week-
end.

Most of the group once again agreed to serve as
Madness Monitors for Saturday's Twilight Fantasy
Parade, the grand finale of the festival.  While several
MDCers carried the banner at the front of the parade,
others took good care of parade Grand Marshall, Daisy

Fuentes.  Our Club received special recognition when
passing the judges stand.

Most of the group convened in front of Captain
Tony’s Saloon at prearranged times to share their experi-
ences.  All in all, everyone had a wonderful time and
can't wait for next year.

Capt Mike has already made the reservations for
1999 and is now taking reservation deposits.  If you
missed Fantasy Fest this year, don't let it slip by next
year without being there!

See “Fantasy Fest”, page 11

Julie, Joanne, Dave, Jim, Bill, Kevin, and Mark

Featherman!

Grand Marshall Daisy, Beautiful Daisy . . .

Beauty and the . . .

Did you see the mermaid?



MARTIN DIVE CLUB  ‘News’ December 19988

Published Sunday, August 23, 1998, in the Miami Herald

Divers in Keys anxiously await artificial
reefs

Federal agencies must approve sinking of
retired Naval ship

NANCY KLINGENER
Herald Staff Writer

RAMROD KEY -- While divers enjoy, scientists
study and fishermen dangle lines over the Keys reef,
some dive shops in the islands are trying to offer an
alternative.

Two efforts to sink ships as new artificial reefs --
and diving magnets -- are having different results.
Wrecks are already popular dive spots throughout the
Keys, but no new wreck has been sunk in years.

In the Upper Keys, the dive operators trying to get
the decommissioned Navy ship Spiegel Grove to a
location off Key Largo are meeting constant frustration.

But 70 miles down the road, Lower Keys dive
operators say they are on schedule to sink the first
diveable wreck between Marathon and Key West by
mid-October.

Both groups started on the same track, trying to get a
surplus military ship. But the Lower Keys dive operators
gave up on that option after two years.

"It was just impossible to get the whole thing
coordinated through the various agencies," said Joe
Glenn, president of the Lower Keys Artificial Reef
Association.

Contractor hired

Instead, they hired a private contractor to bring them
a ship, "from cradle to grave," said Glenn, who runs the
Looe Key Reef Resort dive shop.

"They clean it. They transport it. They make it diver-
safe," Glenn said. "They get it EPA-approved and they
sink it."

The 210-foot Ocean Alley, a Caribbean island
freighter now docked at Port-au-Prince will be renamed
the Adolphus Busch I, after the beer magnate.

His descendant, Adolphus Busch IV, donated
$200,000 to the effort, which also received $50,000 from
the Monroe County Tourist Development Council. It also
has the blessing of the Monroe County Commission and
the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary.

If the ship is sunk as planned Oct. 17, it will become
the first shipwreck artificial reef in the Keys since the
2,800-square-mile sanctuary was created by Congress in
1990 and implemented last year.

(Artificial reefs in the Keys are not limited to
wrecks. Artist Ann Labriola's Stargazer sculpture attracts
divers and fish off Sand Key, and pieces from the
bridges of the old Overseas Highway have created new
patch reefs off the Middle Keys.)

Relief sought for Looe Key

Besides creating a new attraction for divers, the new
Lower Keys wreck is aimed at relieving some of the
burden on Looe Key, the reef off Big Pine that is one of
the most spectacular and popular diving sites in the
Keys.

Instead of two reef dives, trips at Looe Key could
include one reef dive and one wreck dive -- the pattern
used by many dive shops in Key Largo and Key West.

"A lot of divers want to dive a wreck," Glenn said.
"It will give them more variety of diving, like they have
in the rest of the Keys."

Though some fish scientists say too many artificial
reefs can hurt the real thing by competing with them, the
sanctuary is willing to give these a try, said sanctuary
superintendent Billy Causey.

"We have concerns about putting artificial reefs
down anywhere and everywhere," he said. But the site
for the Adolphus Busch I, between Looe Key and
American Shoal, was carefully selected in consultation
with sanctuary biologists.

"Looe Key right now is extremely stressed with
coral disease and bleaching," said Causey, who was
manager of the smaller Looe Key National Marine
Sanctuary before the Keys-wide sanctuary was created.

"The timing of getting some of the pressure off
would be good," he said.

By providing a different profile, the shipwreck could
offer habitat to species that would not normally congre-
gate around the finger-groove reefs at Looe Key, Causey
said.

Pressure put on feds

Meanwhile, Upper Keys dive shops continue to
pressure federal agencies to release the Spiegel Grove.
At 510 feet, the Navy ship would be the state's largest
artificial reef.

See “Wrecks”, page 9
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That's why the Upper Keys dive operators have
stayed with the ship, despite the frustrations of waiting
for the Environmental Protection Agency to approve the
ship's release to the state, said Spencer Slate, president
of the Keys Association of Dive Operators.

"We want a spectacular ship," he said. "Ours is three
times bigger. The profile at the bottom is phenomenal.
It's no comparison."

Now that the Baltimore shipyard is no longer
approved for cleaning up Navy ships, the Spiegel Grove
must be towed from Virginia to Brownsville, Texas --
and that cannot happen during hurricane season.

So the earliest the ship could be sunk in Keys waters
is probably next spring, Slate said.

"It's just typical bureaucratic stuff," he said. "We're
not giving up."

ouch ouch ouch . . .

From the Internet

FYI- The Brian in the following letter is the son of a
Boeing computer Systems employee. The letter is going
to his sister and he is a commercial diver for Global
Divers out of Louisiana.  Anytime you think you have
had a bad day at the office, remember this letter.... True
story (or so I was told).

April, 1998
Hi Sue,

Just another note from your bottom dwelling
brother. Last week I had a bad day at the office.

Before I can tell you what happened to me, I first
must bore you with a few technicalities of my job.
As you know my office lies at the bottom of the sea.
I wear a suit to the office. It's a wetsuit. This time of
year the water is quite cool. So what we do to keep
warm is this: We have a diesel powered industrial
water heater. This $20,000 piece of s__t sucks the
water out of the sea. It heats it to a delightful temp.
It then pumps it down to the diver through a garden
hose which is taped to the air hose.

Now this sounds like a damn good plan, and I've
used it several times with no complaints. What I do,
when I get to the bottom and start working, is I take

the hose and stuff it down the back of my neck. This
floods my whole suit with warm water. It's like
working in a jacuzzi.

Everything was going well until all of a sudden, my
butt started to itch. So, of course, I scratched it. This
only made things worse.  Within a few seconds my
butt started to burn. I pulled the hose out from my
back, but the damage was done. In agony I realized
what had happened to me. The hot water machine
had sucked up a jellyfish and pumped it into my
suit. This is even worse than the poison ivy you
once had under a cast.

Now I had that hose down my back. I don't have
any hair on my back, so the jellyfish couldn’t get
stuck to my back. My butt crack was not as fortu-
nate. When I scratched what I thought was an itch, I
was actually grinding the jellyfish into my butt.

I informed the dive supervisor of my dilemma over
the comms. His instructions were unclear due to the
fact that he along with five other divers were laugh-
ing hysterically. Needless to say I aborted the dive. I
was instructed to make three agonizing water stops
totaling 35 minutes before I could come to the
surface.

I got to the surface wearing nothing but my brass
helmet. My suit and gear were tied to the bell.
When I got on board the medic, with tears of laugh-
ter running down his face, handed me a tube of
cream and told me to shove it up my butt when I got
in the chamber. The cream put the fire out, but I
couldn’t eliminate for two days because or the
swelling.

I later found out that this could easily have been
prevented if the suction hose was placed on the
leeward side of the ship.

Anyway, the next time you have a bad day at the
office, think of me. Think about how much worse
your day would be if you were to shove a jellyfish
up your butt. I hope you have no bad days at the
office. But if you do, I hope that thought will make
it a little more tolerable.

Take care, and I hope to hear from you soon.

Love,
Brian

Wrecks, from page 8
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Metal Detecting Trip Report
Recently I went SCUBA diving with a Fisher

1280 submersible metal detector in a local lake with a
white sandy bottom.  Apparently no one had hit this
spot as the local "hunter" (metal detector) said it was
virgin territory.  They only wade up to their abdomen
(no dive gear) and have a scoop with a long handle.
So anything beyond 5 feet or so deep is untouched.
He told us about some diamond rings that were
allegedly lost right off of the pier.

The visibility in the water was about 10 to 15 feet
and is limited by the brown brackish water caused by
the decomposing of cypress plants not from the
stirring up of silt.  Once you get past 10 feet deep, it
gets dark and cool quick.  Sort of spooky as gators
often have dens to store their "catch" somewhere
below the surface (not sure where).

Diving for treasures takes some mental and
physical coordination (and no blonde moments), as I
ended up with a metal detector, an audio head set
(head phones), a large metal scoop-grate (to sift
through the sand), a dive flag-marker, dive light, and
the regular appendages (computer-console, BCD
inflator, and primary regulator).

The maximum depth I attained was 12 feet, and I
had a bottom time of 93 minutes.  There was a slight
current running parallel to the shoreline that helped in
navigating underwater (the line to my flag was taut). I
followed an imaginary rectangular grid (10 kicks, 180
degree turn, 10 kicks, etc.) to cover the area in a
systematic manner.  The current also helped in
quickly clearing up the water whenever I sifted
through a scoop of sand.

The detector had an audio tone and a light that
would illuminate when metal was detected.   Virtually
every few sweeps the machine would detect some
metal object.  Scooping up a patch of sand would
reveal an object.

At the end of the dive the pockets of my Scubapro
Classic Expedition were filled (not completely) with
ear rings, quarters, pennies, watch links, mascara
pencils, rings, pull tabs, bottle caps, fishing lures,
fishing hooks, nuts, bolts, and metal buttons.  The
$4.83 in change paid for the entrance fee to the park
($2.00).  :)   And my daughter now has a few more

rings to tote around in her backpack at school.  I did
not bring up all the shorts, bathing suits or under-
wear, as they are biodegradable.  :)   So the diamond
rings will have to wait for another day. (Probably
Friday after next).

I did not think metal detecting would be this
entertaining.  It added a new dimension to diving
for me; discovering hidden memorabilia and trea-
sure, not for a financial aspect, but for seeking the
unknown.  Plus the added challenge of monitoring
and controlling several accoutrements simulta-
neously (which can quickly be mastered).

I have done the "hunting for shark teeth" esca-
pade several times in the past and was also intrigued
by that experience.  This is slightly different as you
use an electrical piece of equipment to locate a
target rather than randomly digging.

Bottom line, if anyone has contemplated metal
detecting underwater, don’t hesitate.  Go for it!  It’s
a blast!

Robert Moo Young

New MDC Shirts

We have a new embroidered logo for T-shirts
and polo shirts.  We had samples at the October
Club meeting.  The company we’re working with is
a home-based business that will put the logo on a
shirt you buy, or you can get polo shirts from them
for $22 plus the $9 cost of the embroidery.  They
can also add your name to the opposite side for $2;
to do this, write your name on the price tag or on a
piece of paper stapled to the tag in the collar.

The good news is that K-Mart has men’s polo-
type shirts for $4-6 on sale!  The ones I bought were
marked $8.99, but rang up $4!  They are pretty good
quality (for $4) with a collar, pocket, and buttons.  I
would suggest white or another light color or royal
blue.  The logo might get lost on black.

The Club purchased 10 extra large and 10
medium polo shirts.  They will be embroidered and
ready to buy at the Holiday Party.  Call Marie Frank
at (352) 242-1102 to reserve yours now.  They’ll
make great holiday gifts.

Wendy McCleskey
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Editors Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at

getting articles to me by the 15th of the month.
Please get them to me in one of the following ways:

• Call me at 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text
and graphics on disk to me at MP 031

• E-mail at work to: william.paskert@ lmco. com
(within Lockheed Martin, attached files work very
well) or e-mail at home to: wpasker9@idt.net

• Fax - work: 356-7337; home: 678-5311 (please
call before sending).

Check Out the Color Version of the MDC
News

For all of you with Internet connections, we
publish this newsletter in color on the World Wide
Web.  You know we can’t afford to print the newslet-
ter in color, but you can view it if you have an
Internet connection and a current Web browser.  See
it on our CLUB home page at:

http://www.netwide.net/users/mccleske/
mdchome.html

or at Lockheed Martin:

http://wwwmis.orl.lmco.com:2424/mdc/
mdchome.html

Bookmark this site for current CLUB and general
SCUBA news.

Member News
Editor’s note: I just got a letter from a missing

Club member, on November 18th Lou Nichols
wrote:

Bill:

A couple of meetings slipped by me as other
factors intervened, but I do miss my Martin Dive
Club buddies.  See you at the next meeting, hope-
fully.

The best -

Lou Nichols

A 1500 lb manatee with her calf came up to me
at Blue Springs today, like wanted a kiss.  I obliged
her, but I think she was very amorous - she French
kissed me!  I left.

Lou also sent this photo!:

Fantasy Fest, from page 7

"The level of creativity (of
parade floats) was off the
charts," says Fantasy Fest
Parade CoordinatorJudi
Bradford, who estimated
80,000 turned out. "There
were a lot of people, with a
capital L.O.T.," she added.
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP 6
4021 Seabridge Drive
Orlando FL 32839

Upcoming Events
Meeting, December 4, Holiday Party and Gift Exchange
Meeting, February 9, Andy Hawkins’ family in Saudi Arabia (think Red Sea diving!)

After Fantasy Fest Joanne
Rowley and I took a “quiet
break” at Parmer’s Place on
Little Torch Key.  Hurricane
Georges left its mark on the
area, giving the flora a bit of a
crewcut, but the folks in the
Keys are a resiliant bunch.
Once they get all of the trash
piles hauled off and the green
grows back, Paradise will be
back to “abnormal!”

Bill Paskert

Bad News . . . Good News

What a great way to end the day.  A sunset cruise from the Sandbar, a restaurant down the street from Palmer’s Place.

Parmer’s Place‘s mangroves will come back, and Joanne says the birds are just fine.
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