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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
News
April 1999

Dues Are Due - Please pay your dues to our Treasurer, Karen Streeter

Get a New Perspective at Our April Meeting
Join us at our April 13 meeting for a fascinat-

ing evening with marine writer and photographer,
Joe Froelich.  He’s just back from the
Galapagos Islands and has added some
new experiences to his portfolio.

Joe’s ‘Perspectives’ presentation
depicts a style that is always evolving.  He
tries to look at the underwater world from
different points of view, often with quick
moving and humorous twists.  He said he
hopes to plant seeds for photographers
and divers to look at things from a different per-
spective.

One of
Joe’s favorite
photo locations
is right in his
own neighbor-
hood, under
the Blue Heron
Blvd. Bridge
over the
Intracoastal Waterway.  He’s shot an amazing
variety of creatures there: batfish, snake eels, stri-

ated frogfish, and
seahorses, to name
a few.

Joe is a con-
tributing editor for
Skin Diver’s
Southern Diver
Magazine, and

authors “Joe’s Journal” a monthly column for the
Florida Scuba News.  His articles and photos have

been seen in many other publications
including Skin Diver, Sport Diver, Dis-
cover Diving, USA Weekend, The Miami
Herald, XS/Citylink, Carolina Style,
Pompano Fishing Rodeo, and Ned
Deloach’s Underwater Florida.  Several
of his images were featured as part of a
multimedia presentation for Clearwater,
Florida, at the 1998 Winter Olympics in

Nagano, Japan.  He will be a presenter at the Dis-
cover Diving Expo in Atlanta.  He currently resides
in Boca Raton, Florida and when not working on a
story, can be
found
exploring
the many
wrecks and
reefs off the
southeast
Florida
coast.

Joe has a wealth of knowledge about area
diving, especially southeast Florida and the Baha-
mas.  Joe and underwater writer and photographer

Shirley Brown are holding a
photo seminar aboard the M/V
Shear Water, a liveaboard that
travels out of West Palm
Beach.  They both write and
take pictures on a free-lance

See ‘Perspectives’ on back page
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Message from Our President
We are just now getting under way on the

CLUB’s dive schedule and if you’ve had a chance to
review it there is just about something for everyone
this year.  We have a picnic, a spring dive, a beach
dive, an international dive, and our usual assortment
of dives in the wonderful Keys.  Do yourself a favor
and try to make as many as you can.  They are fun
and keep you active in our sport, and that goes a long
way to being a safe diver.

April is here, and membership renewals are due.
Also, this is a good time to try and recruit some new
members.  The CLUB needs some “new blood” as
well as your loyalty.  This will assure us new ideas
and help fill those trips so we can continue to get the
discounts at the resorts and dive operations.  It
benefits you when you become active in the CLUB.

Let’s make 1999 our best year ever for our
CLUB as we approach the next milennium.  Make
sure you take advantage of all the benefits it has to
offer.  Rent the Nikonos or Ikelites, borrow the dive
flags, and ask to read the undercurrent magazine.
We have all these items for your use, not just the
officers.

So get out there and dive and hopefully I’ll
bump into you on a reef.

Jim Streeter

President
Jim Streeter 351-1514

Vice President
David Henderson 695-0875

 Secretary
Marie Frank (352) 242-1102

Treasurer
Karen Streeter 351-1514

Meeting Chairperson
Wendy McCleskey 273-6655

Board of Directors
Chuck Brown 856-0026

Board of Directors
Wendy McCleskey 273-6655

Board of Directors
Mike Witt 356-3293

Activities Chairperson
David Henderson 695-0875

Camera Chairperson
Mike McCleskey 273-6655

Door Prize Chairperson
TBD

Equipment  Chairperson
Mark DuBiel 370-0467

Membership Chairperson
Karen Streeter 351-1514

Merchandise Chairperson
Marie Frank (352) 242-1102

Safety Chairperson
Mark DuBiel 370-0467

Publicity Chairperson
Bill Paskert 678-5311

Your Officers and Staff

Treasurer’s Note

Dues Are Due
Hello fellow members of the MARTIN DIVE

CLUB. It has been a while since I wrote a “note
from the treasurer” so here goes.

Hey everyone “Guess what time it is?” Yup,
you guessed it, it’s RENEWAL TIME.  Gee you
guys are really smart.  Membership is due at the
next meeting, which is in April.  I’ll have the neces-
sary forms for anyone whose information has
changed.  I hope that everyone can make this meet-
ing so we can all get together again.

If you are not able to make this meeting, please
make sure that you mail your dues and any changes
on your application to me at 4021 Seabridge Dr,
Orlando FL 32839.  If you have any questions, call
me at  (407) 351-1514.

Just a note: you must be a member now to go
on any of the MDC sponsored trips, and of course
you will get those great discounts that are offered at
local dive shops.

Looking forward to seeing all of you again.

Karen Streeter



MARTIN DIVE CLUB  ‘News’April 1999 3

At the March meeting, Michael Craun of the Blue
Dolphin Dive Club spoke about the benefits of  DAN
membership and continuing diving education.

The door prizes for both events were really out-
standing, as usual.  Our thanks to the prize donors, and
remember to mention the MARTIN DIVE CLUBMARTIN DIVE CLUBMARTIN DIVE CLUBMARTIN DIVE CLUBMARTIN DIVE CLUB when
visiting our local dive merchants.

Winner Prize Donor

Marie Frank Mouse pad Performance Diver

George McGuire AcouStick Performance Diver

Bill Paskert Mouse pad Performance Diver

Richie Pizon Hat Divers Outlet

Bob Grapentine Hugger MDC

Bill Thurston Hose protectors Performance Diver

Mike Diemer T-shirt Performance Diver

Mark Cuccarese Dive log Performance Diver

Bill Paskert Hose protectors Performance Diver

Lou Nichols UW camera Performance Diver

Joanne Rowley Hat Performance Diver

Hawkins’ Exotic Travelog Version 1.0 and 2.0
Finally in full color!

For 3 years, the
Hawkins family
lived in a compound
near the town of
Khamis Mushayt
high atop the plateau
of the Asir region in
the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.
During the presenta-
tions, Andy and his
wife, Dianne, wore
traditional Saudi garb, and they explained some rules of
dress and behavior that differ greatly for the men and
women (women must be completely covered including
mesh over the eyes - eyeglasses are worn on the out-
side!).  Men have all the rights and women have very
little, their births and deaths are not documented.

Saudi Arabia is about one-third the size of the US
but there are only 18 million people there, and 90% of
the work force are foreigners.  Andy said there are a lot
of poor Saudi citizens and that the low oil prices have
put a squeeze on the wealthy.

Andy and his
compound’s dive club dove
often in the Red Sea and
learned to be very self-
sufficient.  The club owned all
their own gear, including
Zodiac boats, motors, and air
compressors.

Here are some of the
most fascinating facts and
observations that Andy shared
with us:

Due to technical difficulties beyond the capabilities of some of the best engineers in Central Florida,
Andy’s presentation on his family’s experiences in Saudi Arabia took place at our February meeting without his
fascinating slide show.  Despite this, he captivated the audience with his insights into another culture.  At the
special March 30th meeting, the slide show took his presentation in other directions entirely.  V2 was a whole
different story.

〈 All incoming and outgoing mail is opened.  No food
items may be sent in.  Apparently, someone tried to
smuggle a men’s magazine inside a cereal box.  It
was intercepted, and the rules were tightened.

〈 The compound in which they lived was over 400
miles from the nearest Macdonalds.

〈 Saudi teenagers are sent abroad to school to mini-
mize hormonal disruptions of society.

〈 There is a non-Muslim highway bypass around the
holy city of Mecca.

〈 Jedda, a city of 2 million, has no house numbers and
no phone book - only recently have the streets been
given names.

〈 There are no bank accounts because collecting
interest is against the religion.



MARTIN DIVE CLUB  ‘News’ 4 April 1999

Florida Keys – Islamorada
July 23-25

We are staying at the wonderful
Lookout Lodge on Islamorada(MM
88). All units have kitchenettes,
Cable TV, Room Phones W/Voice
Mail, Air Conditioning. Some units
have two bedrooms while others
have one. Rates are based on quad/
double occupancy. MDC supplied
breakfast.

Diving is done aboard Sea Raven. Plan
to dive the Eagle. Now that hurricane
Georges broke it in two, it will be a
different dive. The Eagle rests in 110
feet of water so advanced certification
is desirable but not required. Tanks and
weights included.

Date: July 23-25
Where: Islamorada, FL
Cost: $167
Deposit: $50 due by July 6.
Contact: Chuck Brown

856-0026(H)
356-8038(W)

For more information about Lookout
Lodge or Sea Raven point your browser
to http://www.searavendiver.com/
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MDC Did the Manatees

Over the first weekend of February, two
different batches of CLUB members traveled to
the frigid waters of Crystal River to swim with
the endangered West Indian Manatee.  Full
crews of 12 were present on both the Friday
morning and the Saturday morning outings.  The
weather was absolutely beautiful, and the
manatee gods were smiling on MDC!

On both days, every member of the group
had the opportunity to get up close and personal
with one or more of the gentle beasts.  One
highlight of the trip that sticks in my mind, is
the sight of former CLUB officer, Cheryl Pizon,
in the water, clinging to the side of the moving
boat with her underwater video camera trained
on a couple of manatees, “trolling” through the
water!  Those of you who were at the February
meeting got to see some of her outstanding
video.

Now that the water has begun to warm up
and the summertime diving season is rapidly
approaching, we can put away the heavy wet
suits.  But, come next winter, we will once again
be making plans to head North to visit our
favorite marine mammals, the manatees.
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CPR Has Never Been So Much Fun!
What inspires a CLUB of hard-core divers to

get up and out early on a Saturday morning?  No,
not a waiting dive boat, but a training course in
cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR).

MDC was educated and entertained by our
favorite CPR instructor, Dan Portee.  Dan is one of
only seven individuals employed by Orange County
as a Deputy AND Firefighter Paramedic.  This
means that Dan not only has to shoot the bad guys,
but then he has to patch them up and take them to
the hospital.  Dan spends his workdays for Orange
County flying around the skies of Orlando in the
county’s helicopter, riding “chase.”  He showed up
for class, just after getting off his shift, wearing his
flight suit.  He was not only toting his CPR dum-

mies, but he was also toting his gun.  You can rest
assured that the entire class was VERY well be-
haved!

Dan brings a wealth of experience and real-life
stories, and he is also an extremely entertaining and
likeable person.  All members in attendance not
only left feeling as though they could help save the
life of someone in need, but also left feeling like
they had just spent the morning having a good time
with good friends.  We all feel sorry that Dan is
getting out of the business of teaching CPR to
pursue other endeavors (like his new baby daugh-
ter).  But we all feel better that on our next dive trip,
we may be surrounded by fellow members who are
far better prepared to help out in an emergency.

Captain Mike
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Editors Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at

getting articles to me by the 15th of the month.
Please get them to me in one of the following ways:

• Call me at 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text
and graphics on disk to me at MP 031

• E-mail at work to: william.paskert@ lmco. com
(within Lockheed Martin, attached files work very
well) or e-mail at home to: wpasker9@idt.net

• Fax - work: 356-4632; home: 678-5311 (please
call before sending).

Check Out the Color Version of the MDC

News
For all of you with Internet connections, we

publish this newsletter in color on the World Wide
Web.  You know we can’t afford to print the newslet-
ter in color, but you can view it if you have an
Internet connection and a current Web browser.  See it
on our CLUB home page at:

http://www.netwide.net/users/mccleske/
mdchome.html

or at Lockheed Martin:

http://wwwmis.orl.lmco.com:2424/mdc/
mdchome.html

Bookmark this site for current MDC and
general SCUBA news.

Small Bites

Another Local Dive Club Online
Sue and Dana

Whittaker of the Orlando
Otters emailed me the other
day with the Web address of
their club’s new home page.
Founded in 1952, the Otters
have a long history of
supporting the Central
Florida area and the sport.
Members and other interested people can get current
information about the club at the click of a mouse.
Their home page can be found at:

http://magicnet.net/~niki/index.html

From The Orlando Sentinel, February 10, 1999

Huge ray gives angler a ride
By Sharon McBreen

NEW SMYRNA BEACH - A Deltona fisher-
man was taken for a wild ride Tuesday morning
when his anchor became entangled around a giant
manta ray.

Three hours later, when the battle to free the
fish ended, awestruck Coast Guard crew members
described a ray with a wingspan of about 18 feet,
weighing close to 900 pounds.

“It was unreal,” said petty officer John Bow-
man, 21, who was one of five Coast Guard mem-
bers assisting.  “It was unbelievable.  This thing was
so huge.”

The adventure for Raphael Figueroa, 41, began
about 11 a.m.  His 16-foot fishing boat anchored
near jetties off Ponce Inlet began moving toward
some rocks.  Figueroa put his 90-horsepower engine
into full reverse, but it didn’t budge whatever beast
was pulling it forward.

“It wouldn’t stop,” Figueroa said.  “I said,
‘What the heck is going on here?’  I had no idea
what it was.”

Figueroa said he ruled out a manatee or a
whale when the creature never surfaced for air.  He
didn’t want to cut it loose, fearing it would die
trapped by 50 pounds of anchor and chain.

He and a friend on the boat, Gilbert Luna, 60,
fought for an hour and 45 minutes before the Ma-
rine Patrol called the Coast Guard.  Bowman and
crew moved their cutter alongside Figueroa’s boat
and took hold of his anchor line.

After about 40 minutes, the crew pulled the
creature to the surface and around the front of the
cutter, Bowman said.  With a flap of its massive
winglike fins, the ray took off, he said.

Figueroa got only a glimpse of the creature but
now has a fish tale to beat the best.  When others
brag of large catches, he said that he will tell them
“that’s nothing.”
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP 6
4021 Seabridge Drive
Orlando FL 32839

Special Edition: Upcoming Events
April 1 - Dues are due!
April 10 - Picnic: Lone Cabbage Fish Camp, Jimmy Streeter 351-1514
April 13 - Meeting: “Perspectives” by Photographer Joe Froelich; Pay your dues
April 16-18 - Camping Trip: Ginnie Springs, Frank Hunt 356-2271
May 14-16 - Dive Trip: Looe Key & Parmer’s Place, waiting list
June 8 - Meeting: Subject TBA
July 23-25 - Dive Trip: Florida Keys Islamorada
September 4-11 - Dive Trip: Scuba Club Cozumel, waiting list

‘Perspectives’ from page 1

basis for Skin Diver, Southern Diver, and Sport
Diver magazines.  Their itinerary is to visit West

End, Bahamas, on
Labor Day Week-
end, diving on the
world-famous Mt.
Olympus and Sugar
Wreck, as well as a
shark dive, and
even try to find
some dolphins in
White Sand Flats.

Come join your MARTIN DIVE CLUB on
April 13th at Jose’s Mexican Restaurant in the
Mercado Center and see Joe’s “Perspective.”  As
usual, the gathering will kick off at 6:30 with drinks
and chips and salsa.  You can order snacks or dinner
from the menu.  Joe’s presentation will begin at
7:00.
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