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See �Turtle Talk� on page 8

�Turtle Talk� at Our June Meeting

�Coming back from that great dive off West
Palm, you�re replaying the mental video.  You finally
saw the big sea turtle you�ve been dreaming about,
but was it a Hawksbill, a Ridley, or a . . . ?�

 Come to the June 8th Dive Club meeting at
Jose�s Restaurant and learn more about these fasci-
nating creatures from Bill Redfoot, educator and
researcher with the University of Central Florida
Biology Department.

In his presentation, Bill will go through the
unusual life history of sea turtles, with an emphasis
on the important role the beaches and coastal waters
of Florida play.  He will then go over some key
characteristics divers can use to identify sea turtles
they may see (at Mike McCleskey�s request).  Bill
will finish up the evening describing the important
research they are conducting at UCF on sea turtles.

Bill was born in Aruba, NWI, and spent a lot of
time during his early years snorkeling the reefs on
the leeward side of the island.  This is probably
where he got his love of the oceans and marine life.

His family moved to New Smyrna (the redneck
side, not the beach side) [Editor�s note: Bill R�s
words] when he was 10 years old.  He spent several

years hanging around with the
horse crowd, riding horseback
through what was in those days the
rural countryside.  During his
college years, he started surfing,
which renewed his love affair with
the ocean.
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Message from Our President
My, how time flies when you�re having fun.  It�s

that time of year again.  Yes, officer elections are
coming up.  We have basically a full slate of nominees
this year, so make sure you attend our June meeting to
vote on your new officers.

The dive schedule is in full swing now, and mem-
bers are taking advantage of some of the great trips we
are offering this year.  We already have had a picnic on
the St. Johns River, a camping and diving trip to Ginnie
Springs, a dive trip to Looe Key, and an Islamorada
trip is just around the corner.  Be sure and check out
the articles on the trips in the newsletter.

We recently had an officer�s meeting, and a few
issues were voted on.  The first one concerns the tank
exchange program.  This program was discontinued as
a Club-sponsored function.  In the past, the Club paid
the VIPs for all the participants, but lately the cost of
VIPs has risen to a point where it is no longer feasible
to support this benefit.  If you have tanks and don�t
mind loaning them to other members, the Club will
make up a list and publish it in the newsletter, but it is
now strictly voluntary.

The next item the officers discussed was whether
to continue to support the free membership of those
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members who upgrade their certifications to Rescue
Diver and above.  In lieu of free membership, it was
decided to offer a $15.00 discount on the first Club-
sponsored trip for all members who have attained
the certification of Rescue Diver or above and
maintain a yearly CPR re-certification.

Another item the officers voted on was to
require anyone going on a Club dive trip (only
those trips requiring a boat to get to the dive site)
would have to be active members.  This would not
include Club-sponsored picnics, camping trips,
Fantasy Fest, and shore dives.  International dives
would require you being a member.

The final item we voted on was to offer a
Family membership of $30.00 (+ $5.00 if outside
mailing is required) and all member renewals would
be $15.00 regardless of what month you paid.  New
members would still be pro-rated for the month they
joined.

I think the above items will improve the Mar-
tin Dive Club and make it more attractive to be a
member.

Hope to see you on a reef soon.

Jim Streeter
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Last, but certainly not least, we had our famous
door prize event.  Our thanks to the prize donors, and
remember to mention the MARTIN DIVE CLUB when
visiting our local dive merchants.

Winner Prize Donor

Wendy McCleskey Calender Sport Diver
Robert Knauer T-shirt Sport Diver
Karen Streeter Calender Sport Diver
Bob Grapentine T-shirt Sport Diver
Mike McCleskey T-shirt Sport Diver
Bill Sanders Subscription Fla Scuba News
Mike Witt Subscription Fla Scuba News
Joanne Mann T-shirt Sport Diver
Sheila Grapentine Hat Sport Diver
Marie Frank Calender Sport Diver
Mrs. G McGuire Subscription Fla Scuba News
Michael Craun Subscription Fla Scuba News
Phil Stacey T-shirt Sport Diver
George McGuire Hat Sport Diver
Bob Austin Hat Sport Diver
Mark DuBiel Hat Sport Diver

April Meeting �A New Perspective�
Marine writer and photographer, Joe Froelich

gave us a fascinating insight into underwater pho-
tography at our April 13 meeting.  Joe�s �Perspec-
tives� presentation depicted a style that is always
evolving.  He said he tries to look at the underwater
world from different points of view.

As an example
of his unusual
approach, Joe told
us about one of his
favorite photo
locations which is
right in his own
neighborhood,
under the Blue
Heron Blvd. Bridge
over the Intracoastal Waterway.  He showed us
photographs of an amazing variety of creatures
taken there: hermit crabs, fireworms, arrow crabs,

cowries, mantis
shrimp, puffer fish,
hog fish, cow fish,
scrawled file fish,
parrot fish, stargaz-
ers, sea ravens,
snake eels, octopus,
seahorses, and a
�What the hell is
this?� creature.

Joe also gave us several tips for better under-
water photography: get your strobe light away from
the camera, use two strobes if possible, and don�t
�over-strobe.�  He encouraged us to visit his new
Internet Web site at:

http://waterloggedphotos.com

Joe and
underwater
writer and
photographer
Shirley
Brown are
holding two
photo semi-
nars aboard
the M/V

Shear Water, a liveaboard that travels from West
Palm Beach.  They both write and take pictures on a
free-lance basis for Skin Diver, Southern Diver, and
Sport Diver magazines.  The itinerary is to visit West
End, Bahamas, diving on the world-famous Mt.
Olympus and Sugar Wreck, as well as a shark dive,
and even try to find some dolphins in White Sand
Flats.  Their Labor Day trip is sold out, and the
second is planned for September 10 � 13.  Contact
Joe at:

joediver@waterloggedphotos.com.

After the featured presentation, member Mike
Craun spoke about the benefits to divers of continu-
ing education and Divers Alert Network (DAN)
membership.



MARTIN DIVE CLUB  �News� 4 June 1999

Florida Keys � Islamorada
July 23-25

We are staying at the wonderful
Lookout Lodge in Islamorada (MM
88). All units have kitchenettes,
cable TV, room phones with voice
mail, and air conditioning.  Some
units have two bedrooms while
others have one.  Rates are based on
quad/double occupancy.  MDC sup-
plied breakfast.

Diving is done aboard Sea Raven.
Plan to dive the Eagle.  Now that
Hurricane Georges broke it in two, it
will be a different dive.  The Eagle rests
in 110 feet of water, so advanced certi-
fication is desirable but not required.
Tanks and weights included.

Date: July 23-25
Where: Islamorada, Florida
Cost: $167
Deposit: $50 due by July 6.
Contact: Chuck Brown

856-0026(H)
356-8038(W)

For more information about Lookout
Lodge or Sea Raven point your browser
to http://www.searavendiver.com/
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Beach Dive Weekend in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea
August 20 - 22

Relax at the Sand Dollar Apartments.
Four efficiencies and two hotel rooms,
Cable TV, Phones, Air Conditioning.
Rates are based on double occupancy.
MDC supplied breakfast and evening
cookout on the beach.

�Chill out� on the beach!
Dive at your own pace
and just walk into the
waves behind your motel
room!

Date: August 20 - 22
Where: Lauderdale-by-

the-Sea, Florida
Cost: $100
Deposit: $50 due by

July 20
Contact: Bill Paskert

678-5311 (H)
356-2290 (W)

Lauderdale-by-the-Sea
is blessed with teo
close-in reef lines that
are easy to swim to.
We�ll dive in groups
with a flag on a float,
but the scheduile is
flexible. Tanks and
weights not included,
but are available from
nearby dive shop.
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Keys Trip, Looe Key, May 14 � 16
An example is when we came up for our safety

stop at 15 feet.  There were about six of us holding
on.  Two of us at 10 feet, two at 15 feet, and two at
20 feet.  One diver, Jason Tepes, was at 20 feet
looking up at us and said we looked like flags on a
flagpole . . . the current was so strong!  I don�t bring
gloves with me to Looe Key because it�s a national
park, but I found out I could have used them for the
freighter dive.  Another diver and I tore our hands
up holding on to the ship.

For me and a few others, we did it once and
that was enough!  I�ll stick to the beautiful �shal-
low� reefs of the Keys!

The weather was hot in the Keys both days,
and Key West is still there and quickly changing . . .
there is much construction is going on.

Marie Frank

A group of 13 stayed at Parmer�s Place on
Little Torch Key.  It is still a beautiful place with
exotic birds and a great continental breakfast of
fresh fruit (pineapple, orange, grapefruit, melon, and
watermelon), fresh bread, muffins, coffee, tea, and
two juices.

Local Dive Club Member Makes the Big Time

Well, not really that big, but long-time MDC
member Mike McCleskey was actually published in
the May 1999 issue of Rodales Scuba Diving
magazine.  On page 14, under the heading of �True

Dive Adventures� you will find a story titled �Chew
on This� which is Mike�s story of Oscar, the giant
grouper, trying to eat his regulator on a CLUB trip
to San Salvador Island in the Bahamas a couple of
years ago.  Congrats to Mike . . . check it out!

We dove Looe Key with Underseas, Inc., on
Big Pine Key.  The seas were perfect both days we
dove.  Yes, Wendy, it was like glass out there.
Perfect!!!  We saw sharks (reef and nurse), spotted
rays, lobsters, and moray eels on both days.  The
captains and crew we had on Saturday and Sunday
were very accommodat-
ing and helpful, and they
went out of their way
many times.

This year we did
something a little
different.  Sunday, for
our first dive, we dove
the Adolphus Busch, Sr.,
a former island freighter.
The 210-foot freighter
was intentionally sunk
on December 5, 1998 in
about 100 feet of water.
The deck is at about 80
feet.  There was very
little visibility and a
very strong current.
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April Picnic with the Barracudas
Bob and Sheila Grapentine; Grace and Phil

Hampton; Andy, Dianne, Alex, and Connor
Hawkins; Bill Paskert and Joanne Rowley, and the
Streeters ventured out to Lone Cabbage Fish Camp
in April for a picnic with the KSC Barracudas along
with an airboat ride and a fishing tournament.

Everyone enjoyed the wonderful catfish and
hush puppy dinners, and we all had a great time
taking the airboat down the St. Johns.  Sheila,
however, was not overly enthused with the abun-
dance of gators, but still managed to enjoy the other
sights.  We saw lots of gators (though none were
very large), egrets, and assorted other wildlife.

Back at Lone Cabbage we got out our fishing
gear and commenced to catch everything the St.
Johns had to offer.  Most were deformed unfortu-
nately (they were born with their eyes too close to
their tails), but we all had a great time.  Sheila
Grapentine and Connor Hawkins won 1st prize for
largest fish in the adult and child categories.  Every-
one received a prize and looked forward to doing it
again next year.

Jim Streeter

Phil and Grace

Bob, Sheila, Joanne, Bill, and Karen

Alligator

Conner and his prize winning catch Andy and the other winner, Sheila



MARTIN DIVE CLUB  �News� 8 June 1999

Camera Chairman

MDC Cameras . . . Get �em While You Can

As of this writing, three of the four MDC
cameras are away on dive trips, getting in far more
diving than our fearless Camera Chairman.  For that
matter, they have all been in use on two of the past
three weekends.  What are you waiting for?  Take
your turn and try your hand at underwater photogra-
phy or videography, adn get ready for our annual
Photo Contest in October!

As a refresher, the Club owns one complete
underwater video camera setup, two Ikelite
AquaShot (point and shoot type) underwater camera
housings, and one complete Nikonos V 35mm
professional grade camera system.  They are all
checked out and ready to dive.

Call your Camera Guy, Mike McCleskey, at
273-6655 or 657-3370 to make your reservation.

Mike McCleskey

Bill graduated from what was then Florida
Technological University (now UCF) in 1970.  He
started teaching science courses in the high school
at Seminole Community College in 1972 and has
been there ever since.

In 1981, Bill took a herpetology course from
Dr. Ehrhart at UCF.  Included in the course was
fieldwork in Mosquito Lagoon netting sea turtles.
He was hooked!  He volunteered the following
summer to work with Dr. Ehrhart on a new project
in south Brevard County conducting nesting surveys
on the beach and gathering data on the use of the
Indian River Lagoon by juvenile and sub-adult sea
turtles.  Bill has been associated with the marine
turtle research group at UCF since that first summer,
first as a net puller and nest counter, gradually
working his way into the data analysis and reporting
aspects of their work.  He finished a Masters in
Biology at UCF in 1997 and received a courtesy
appointment to the UCF Biology Department this
year as an associate researcher.

Come join your MARTIN DIVE CLUB
friends Tuesday, June 8th, at Jose�s Mexican Restau-
rant in the Mercado Center and see Bill�s �Turtle
Talk.�  As usual, the gathering will kick off at 6:30
with drinks and chips and salsa.  You can order
snacks or dinner from the menu.  Bill�s presentation
will begin at 7:00.

�Turtle Talk� from page 1
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Editors Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at

getting articles to me by the 15th of the month.
Please get them to me in one of the following ways:

� Call me at 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text
and graphics on disk to me at MP 031

� E-mail at work to: william.paskert@ lmco. com
(within Lockheed Martin, attached files work very
well) or e-mail at home to: wpasker9@idt.net

� Fax - work: 356-4632; home: 678-5311 (please
call before sending).

Check Out the Color Version of the MDC News

For all of you with Internet connections, we publish
this newsletter in color on the World Wide Web.  You
know we can�t afford to print the newsletter in color, but
you can view it if you have an Internet connection and a
current Web browser.  See it on our CLUB home page at:

http://www.netwide.net/users/mccleske/
mdchome.html

or at Lockheed Martin:

http://wwwmis.orl.lmco.com:2424/mdc/
mdchome.html

Bookmark this site for current MDC and general
SCUBA news.

Small Bites
Scuba World is offering the members of the

Martin Dive Club free air fills for the month of
June.  Just show your membership card to get this
offer.  Limit two tanks per person.  Scuba World is
located at 5167 E. Colonial Drive in Orlando (for-
merly Jim Hollis Scuba). Drop in and pay them a
visit.

Jim Streeter

Win Big Prizes!!!  (or small prizes)

Your favorite website, http://dive.blueridge.net,
is sponsoring a contest for June!

Submit a critique of your favorite (or not so
favorite) dive site and be automatically entered in
the June drawing for goodies from Diver�s Outlet in
Orlando.

Member News
Mark DuBiel, DiveWebMaster

 Submit more and win more!  All entries will
be reviewed and the best will be singled out for a
special prize!  For more details, just log on to:

http://dive.blueridge.net.

Late-Breaking Cozumel News!
Due to the overwhelming response to Marie

Frank�s Cozumel trip this September, MDC is
adding a second, almost identical trip.  This trip will
occur on October 2 through 9, will include 8 days
and 7 nights accommodations at the Scuba Club
Cozumel (formerly the Galapago Inn), two dives a
day, three meals a day, round-trip airfare, and more
great memories than you can believe.  Cost is still
being worked out, but it almost certainly will be the
same as the September trip.  I already have a list of
participants, so call immediately if you are inter-
ested at 273-6655 or 657-3370.

Mike McCleskey

From

From undercurrent, May, 1999

A Miami Airport Tip
If you�re travelling through Miami and hate

spending those long layovers with your head stuck
in a magazine, the Miami International Airport
Hotel (800-327-1276 or 305-871-4100), located on
Concourse E of the Miami Airport, has come up
with the perfect solution.  For just $8, travelers can
go up to the top of the hotel and unwind in the pool
or use the sauna or jacuzzi.  There�s also a fitness
room with ample shower facilities, a lounge, restau-
rant, and sushi bar if you work up an appetite and
half-day room rentals from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. for
travelers who�d prefer a snooze.  (1 person, $85 +
tax; 2 people, $95 + tax.)  With all those options, it��
bound to be more entertaining than sitting at the
gate.

Dive
Dive
Dive

to Don�t
Dive
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP 6
4021 Seabridge Drive
Orlando FL 32839

Upcoming Events
June 8 - Meeting: Turtles by Bill Redfoot
July 23-25 - Dive Trip: Florida Keys Islamorada
August 10 - Meeting: Subject TBA
August 20-22 - Dive Trip: Beach Dive, Lauderdale by the Sea
September 4-11 - Dive Trip: Scuba Club Cozumel, waiting list
October 2-9 - Dive Trip: Scuba Club Cozumel
October 12 - Meeting: Photo Contest

Free Reef Fish ID Seminar
On Thursday, June 3rd, the Great American

Dive Center is sponsoring a FREE seminar on Reef
Fish Identification.  The seminar will be presented
by Deena Wells of the Reef Environmental Educa-
tion Foundation (REEF) and will be based on the
well-known and
respected book by
Paul Humann.
REEF�s program
applies easy-to-
remember terms,
and Deena always
has funny ways to
help remember the
names of the fish.  For example, she describes a
Damsel Fish as being �Damn selfish� about their
patch of reef.  The seminar is free and additional
materials will be available for purchase.

The seminar
will begin at 7:00
p.m. at the
Maitland Art
Center and is
expected to last
about 2 hours.

The last time
Great American Dive Center sponsored one of these
seminars, they logged the second largest turnout of
any REEF training held anywhere in the world.
Let�s help to put this one over the top with record
attendance.

The Great American Dive Center is located at
the corner of Goldenrod Road and University Blvd.
You can check out their new web page at: http://
www.gadcdivers.com
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