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The Smokehouse is located at 5370 W. Colonial

Drive just east of Kirkman Road on the south side

of the street. Telephone: (407) 293-5803.

Come join your MARTIN DIVE CLUB friends

at Johnny Rivers’ Smokehouse restaurant on Tues-

day, April 9th, to hear esteemed member, Phil

Hampton give us some tips for better underwater

photography.  As usual, the gathering will kick off

at 6:30 pm with socializing and happy hour.

At 7 pm, Johnny’s will be serving a ‘Gospel

Feast’ dinner for $10 per person.  It’s a platter of

some of their favorites: spare rib, pulled pig, 1/4

chicken, bread, cole slaw, and baked beans.  You

can also order from the regular menu.

Underwater Photography Tips from

Phil Hampton at Our April Meeting!

Dues Are Due!
Yes Dive Club members, it’s that time of year

again.  The yearly membership dues of $20 per

person are due on April 1, 2000.  Please remit your

payment as soon as possible.  You can either pay at

the next meeting on April 9th or you can mail it by

that date to me, your Treasurer, at 609 Heron Bay

Drive, Orlando FL 32825.  Don’t forget to add $5 if

you want your newsletter delivered by way of the

U.S. Postal Service.  A $10 late fee will be charged

to those missing therenewal deadline of April 30.

Thanks and I hope to see you at the next meeting.

Ralph Rolape,

Treasurer

 This month we have the honor of a presentation

by Phil Hampton on his insights into taking beauti-

ful and interesting photos underwater.  Phil’s a long-

time CLUB member, seasoned diver, and accom-

plished underwater photographer, as anyone who’s

competed against him in our Annual Photo Contest

knows.  Phil and Grace Hampton have dove around

the world, including some of the best dive destina-

tions in the Carribean.  Phil will share his slides and

his insight on photography.

Yellow Frogfish

First Prize, Most Unusual

2001 MDC Photo Contest
Photo by Phil Hampton
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President’s Column

Hello Fellow Divers!

In March, we enjoyed a very informative pre-

sentation on “Checking Out Your Personal Dive

Equipment” by Kirk Brown, the managing editor of

Sport Diver magazine.  Thanks, Kirk!

This month, the MARTIN DIVE CLUB wel-

comes Phil Hampton who will be speaking on the

"Ten Basics of Underwater Photography.”  Phil has

been particularly successful in our Annual MDC

Photo Contests.  I look forward to an interesting

presentation as well as picking up a few hints to

help my own novice underwater photography!

This past month the CLUB traveled to Devil's

Den Springs for diving and camping led by Ralph

and Gwen Rolape.  They had a great time, as shown

by their story later in this newsletter.  I am looking

forward to hearing the details about this trip in

person.

Coming up in April 12-14 we have an MDC -

sponsored dive trip to Islamorada with Ron Mann at

the helm.  From May 17-19, we are traveling to

Ocean Fest in Ft. Lauderdale with Bill Paskert.

From May 25  - June 1,  Grace Hampton is leading

a dive trip to Little Cayman.

Remember, we NEED you to attend the May

14th meeting of your CLUB.  Elections will be

taking place and it will be your opportunity to

ensure your voice is heard.

Hope to see each of you at the MDC meeting on

April 9th at Johnny Rivers!

Bob Grapentine

Fantasy Fest Filling Fast

The annual MDC trip to Key West for Fantasy

Fest is already over half sold out!  The trip includes

two nights at the Sugarloaf Lodge and more fun

than you'll want to admit to after you return from

the streets of Key West.  Fantasy Fest will be

October 25 - 27 this year.  The cost is $160 and a

deposit of $50 will hold your spot.  For more

information contact me at (407) 273-6655 or

mikemcc@netwide.net.

Mike McCleskey
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Florida Keys – Islamorada

April 12 - 14
We are staying at the wonderful Lookout Lodge in Islamorada (MM 88).

All units have kitchenettes, cable TV, and phones with voice mail.

Some units have two bedrooms while others have one.

Rates are based on double occupancy.

MDC will supply breakfast.

Date: April 12 - 14

Where: Islamorada FL

Cost: $250

Deposit: $50 due NOW

Contact: Ron Mann

(407) 699-9797 (H)

(407) 356-2135 (W)

For more information about Lookout

Lodge or Sea Raven point your browser to

http://www.searavendiver.com/

Diving is done from Sea Raven. Plan to

dive the Eagle wreck. Now that hurricane

Georges broke it in two, it will be a differ-

ent dive. The Eagle rests in 110 feet of

water, so advanced certification is desir-

able, but not required. Tanks and weights

are included.

Lookout Lodge

Sea Raven
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Beach Dive Weekend in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea

Relax at the Tropic Ranch Resort.

Efficiencies, cable TV, phones, and Pool!

Rates are based on double occupancy.

MDC supplied breakfast, and fried

chicken dinner on the beach.

‘Chill out’ on the beach! Dive at

your own pace and just walk into

the waves behind your motel

room!

Lauderdale-by-the-Sea is blessed with two close-in

reef lines that are an easy swim from the beach. We’ll

dive in groups with a flag on a float, but the schedule

is flexible. Tanks and weights are not included, but

are available from a nearby dive shop.

Last Year’s Photo Contest,

First Place

Cost: $100; Deposit: $50, due by April 15

Contact: Bill Paskert (407) 678-5311 (H),

(407) 356-2290 (W)

May 17- 19, Friday - Sunday

- More than 200 dive-related exhibits

- Food and beverage vendors

- Live music and free seminars

- Over $20,000 in prizes and raffles!

- SCUBA and snorkeling introduction

- Underwater music festival

- Shore diving off the beach

- Underwater diving demonstration

- A portion of the proceeds benefit numerous ocean-related

non-profit organizations
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Pompano Beach Dive, 27-28 July 2002

Dive the Ft. Lauderdale area!  Two coral reefs

run parallel to the shore at depths of 40 and 60 feet.

These reefs lie about a mile off shore.  Ship wrecks

lie between and beyond the reefs.  Inhabitants

include just about every fish and critter in Paul

Humann's series of books.  We will be diving from

Seahorse Dive Boat  (http://www.diveseahorse.com/

index.html).  Seahorse’s Captain Mike's favorite

reef dives are Crab Cove and the Sanctuary north of

the Hillsboro Inlet and Anglin Reef, Mike's Twin

Ledges, and the Pompano Drop Off south of the

inlet.  Captain Mike's favorite wreck dives are the

Ancient Mariner (72 ft), the Mercedes (97 ft), the

Captain Dan (110 ft), and the Rodeo 25 (130 ft).

The Seahorse Dive Boat operates from the

Ocean Beach Resort (formerly the Holiday  Inn) in

Pompano Beach, which could hardly be more

convenient.  The Resort straddles A1A, one part of

it is on the Atlantic Ocean and the other on the

Intracoastal Waterway.

We plan to do a 2-tank dive on Saturday after-

noon, 27 July (boat  leaves at 2:00 p.m.).  That

evening we will also do a 1-tank night dive (6:00

p.m.).  The next morning we will do another  2-tank

dive (9:00 a.m.).

The weekend will cost no more than $200/diver,

double occupancy, including taxes and boat crew

tips.  The price will drop somewhat if at least 11

people sign up.  (If at least 18 people sign up we

will be able to charter the boat for our exclusive use.)

There can also be  a price reduction if there are more

than two people in a hotel room.  The non-diver

charge is $85 for their accommodations (double

occupancy) plus whatever the boat charges for them

to ride along.  If we have enough divers to charter

the boat, non-divers will be able to ride along free on

a space-available basis.

The price does not include tanks.  Rental tanks

are available through the  dive boat.  Note: Accord-

ing to the dive boat operator, getting our own tanks

filled on Saturday between the time the boat returns

from the afternoon dive and its  departure for the

evening dive may present a time challenge.  Getting

the tanks filled on Sunday morning before departure

for the morning dive should not be a problem be-

cause the local dive shop opens an hour before boat

departure.

A deposit of $100 is required by May 31st.

Checks should be made out to and mailed to:

George G. McGuire

9811 Lake Georgia Dr

Orlando FL 32817.

When the deposit is made, please state with

whom and how many will be sharing a room.  Also,

please state your intentions concerning tanks - plan

to bring your own or rent; air or nitrox.

Questions?  Contact George G. McGuire at (407)

677-4242 or email at geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net.
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CLUB Trips, 2002
Date Location & Description Cost Deposit;

Due
Contact

Feb 14 - 15
(Th - F)

Manatees - Crystal River Snorkeling -
Includes one night in hotel, breakfast,
boat charter

$65 pp Mike McCleskey
(407) 273-6655
mikemcc@netwide.net

Mar 15 - 17
(F - Su)

Devil’s Den Springs Campout and Dive
(tanks not included) 2 nights

Tent $45 pp;
Cabin $120
pp; double occ

$25;
Mar 8

Ralph & Gwen Rolape
(407) 380-5021

Apr 12 - 14
(F - Su)

Islamorada - 2 nights at Lookout Lodge,
2 days of 2-tank diving, tanks included

$250 pp;
double occ

$50;
Mar 12

Ron Mann
(407) 699-9797

May 17 - 19
(F - Su)

Ocean Fest & Ft. Lauderdale - The
biggest SCUBA trade show in Florida &
best shore diving in continental US.
Tropic Ranch hotel, north of the pier

$100 pp;
double occ

$50;
Apr 15

Bill Paskert
(407) 678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

May 25 - Jun 01
(Sa - Sa)

Little Cayman Beach Resort
(w/Barracudas*) - Includes air from
Miami, 3 dives/day, all meals

$1830 pp;
double occ

$100;
Jan 15

Grace Hampton
(321) 453-1344
gracephil@palmnet.net

Jun 7 - 9
(F - Su)

Venice Beach  (2 nights) - Shore dive to
find fossilized shark teeth

$75 pp;
double occ

$50;
May 14

Jim Streeter
(407) 351-1514

Jun 8 - 9*
(Sa - Su)

West Palm Beach $110 $50;
May 21

Phil Stasik
(321) 455-2221
stasik@cfl.rr.com

Jun 26 - 29*
(W - Sa)

West Palm Beach Live-aboard $500 $100;
Apr 16

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374

Jun 30 - Jul 6
(Su - Sa)

Bimini - 7 days at Neal Watson’s Scuba
Bimini Dive Resort, Includes air from Ft
Lauderdale, all diving

$755 pp;
double occ

$200;
Apr 15

Marie Frank
(352) 242-1102

Jul 7 - 14*
(Su - Su)

Cozumel $1100 $200;
Mar 19

Beth Shaffer
(321) 453-6522

Jul 17 - 21*
(W - Su)

Isla Mia Live-aboard - Mantinilla Shoals $500 $50;
Feb 19

Jeri Dufresne
(321) 637-1329
JeriDufresne@aol.com

Jul 24 - 25*
(W - Th)

West Palm Beach Lobster Dive $160 $50;
Jun 18

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374

Jul 27 - 28
(Sa - Su)

Pompano Beach - Seahorse dive boat &
Ocean Beach Resort on A1A; two 2-
tank dives (Sat & Su) & 1-tank night
dive; tanks not included

$200 pp;
double occ
(nondiver $85)

$100;
May 31

George McGuire
(407) 677-4242
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

Aug 10 - 11*
(Sa - Su)

Boynton Beach Lobster Dive $135 $50;
Jul 16

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374

Aug 16 - 18
(F - Su)

Key Biscayne $150 pp;
double occ

$50:
Jul 9

Marie Frank
(352) 242-1102

Aug 24 - 25*
(Sa - Su)

West Palm Beach $110 $50;
Jul 16

Phil Stasik
(321) 455-2221
stasik@cfl.rr.com

Sep 7 - 14
(Sa - Sa)

Nekton Rorqual Live-aboard
(w/ScubaRadio) Cay Sal Banks (out of
Ft. Lauderdale) - All diving & meals;
>$100 in special surprises!

$1445 pp $400;
immed

Marie Frank
(352) 242-1102

Sep 28 - Oct 5*
(Sa - Sa)

Bonaire $1050 $150;
Jun 1

Max Farley
(321) 452-1435,
MaxFarley@earthlink.net

Oct 25 - 27
(F - Su)

Fantasy Fest, Key West - 2 nights at
Sugar Loaf Lodge, festivities in Key
West, no diving included

$160 pp;
double occ

$50;
ASAP

Mike McCleskey
(407) 273-6655
mikemcc@netwide.net

MDC unless marked with              * KSC Barracudas
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Devil's Den

Camping & Diving
A total of eight people "roughed it" at

one of North America's most prehistoric

places, Devil's Den, during our recent

MDC outing.  The campsites and facili-

ties were very rustic, as demonstrated by

the bathroom showers.  They felt just

like the natural spring water (No HOT,

just COLD - 72 degrees)!  This made for

a very refreshing experience!

This underground spring inside a dry

cave in Central Florida is located off

Interstate 75 Exit 70, near Williston.

Photo by Gwen Rolape

Devil's Den is truly a natural

wonder with ancient rock forma-

tions with stalactites, fossil beds,

and much more.  The remains of

many extinct animals from the

Pleistocene Age (2 million -

10,000 years ago) were discov-

ered at Devil's Den, including the

bones of early man, dating back

to 75,000 B.C.

Photo by Ralph Rolape

Looking into the "chimney"
Photo by Gwen Rolape

On a cold winter morning you

can see steam, like smoke, rising

from the "chimney."  Thus, the early

settlers gave the name Devil's Den.

See Devil’s, on page 8
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Photo by Gwen Rolape

Photo by Mike McCleskey

Mr. Torey McCleskey led our

way into this lair, as those settlers

must have done many years ago.

Here are samples of the descendents the

Pleistocene Age wildlife.

Photo by Gwen Rolape
Photo by Gwen Rolape

Devil’s, from page 7

See Devil’s, on page 9
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Photo by Gwen Rolape

Photo by Gwen Rolape

Devil’s, from page 8

Another sample of the wilder descendents attempted to entertain us all with "head banger"

music and a blazing bonfire until wee hours in the morning when their beer ran dry (ours was

well guarded!).  Could this "Spring Break" ceremony be an annual ritual, or just that these wild

descendents were too close to the Devil's mist flowing from the Den?

Some of our members were able to es-

cape to the solitude of an island getaway for

a quiet picnic lunch, while others braved the

depths of the Den and a few (Gwen) relaxed

with the refreshment of a Pina Colada at the

campsite.

A good time was had by all!

– Shelly and Dean Hayes; Chuck Brown;

Torey, Wendy, and Mike McCleskey; and

(hosts) Gwen and Ralph Rolape

Photo by Mike McCleskey
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See Dumb, on page 11

Safety Chairperson

Dumb Things Divers Do, Part 3
Unlike dive guides, you don't do it every day, yet

you still must deal with the highly specialized skills

and gear that make diving a challenge. The result is

predictable: sometimes all divers, even dive maga-

zine editors, do dumb things. Here are some of them.

(Dumb Things 1 - 18 were published in the February

and March issues of the News.)

19. Not using your BC properly for a safe

ascent.

Too much air in your

BC and you can rocket to

the surface out of control.

Too little and you have to

swim up against negative

buoyancy.  Instead: Stay

neutral throughout the

ascent with small adjust-

ments to your BC and lung volume.  Hold your

inflate/deflate in your field of view to assure air is

being released.  Ascend slowly, 30 feet per minute or

less, using a dive computer to monitor your rate.

Kick only to maintain vertical stability, letting

expanding air in your BC gently aid your ascent.

20. Not staying with your buddy.

If you've made the choice to buddy dive, you've

incurred an important obligation.  Ignoring it puts

you and your buddy at risk.  Instead: Before the dive,

agree on an appropriate plan and review hand sig-

nals.  During the dive, maintain contact and aware-

ness, and do not pressure your buddy into doing

something unless you're both comfortable with it and

prepared for it.

21. Not having a knife or other tool that cuts.

The dive knife should not be

shunned as a quaint symbol of the

sport's macho days.  It's an impor-

tant piece of safety equipment.

Monofilament and other lines can

be invisible traps and are found in

virtually every dive environment.

Instead: Carry at least one form of

cutting device - knife, shears, etc.

- mounted in an accessible place

and kept sharp.

22. Not wearing adequate thermal protec-

tion.

Even the world's warmest

waters are significantly below

your body's core temperature and

could eventually induce hypoth-

ermia.  Why expend unnecessary

energy to stay warm when

exposure protection could be

doing the job energy-free?

Instead: Don't be macho.  Inadequate blood flow

due to hypothermia can contribute to decompres-

sion sickness (DCS).  Wear enough to be toasty

warm throughout the dive.

23. Not monitoring your gauges.

Diving is so absorbing that it's easy to forget

about your gauges and go too deep, stay too long,

run low on air or not see that great white sneaking

up behind you.  Instead: Establish a routine of

checking your own and your buddy's gauges at

regular intervals.  Good buddies frequently ques-

tion each other with the OK sign and point to

gauges.  Doing so shows awareness of each other

and the situation.

24. Not practicing weight ditching.

In the vast majority of fatal scuba accidents,

divers have not ditched their weights.  Yet it is far

better to be positive and on the surface, having

risked DCS or embolism, than

to be on the bottom with no air

to breathe.  Instead: Practice

ditching your weights correctly

- slap both hands on the hips,

slide them to the weight belt

buckle, release the buckle, and

throw the entire belt away with

whichever hand works best.

25. Not performing a

safety stop before surfacing.

All dives require decom-

pression, whether it's a slow

ascent to off-gas or required
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MDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407)
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our
CLUB home page at: http://www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner

Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at getting
articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please get them
to me in one of the following ways:

• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

• E-mail at work: william.paskert@ lmco. com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

• Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

Dumb, from page 10

Gwen Rolape
Information for this article was obtained
from the following:

http://www.scubadiving.com/training/
instruction/dumb.shtml

stops along the way.  Not admitting that reality can

get you very bent.  Instead: The standard safety stop

- 3 minutes at 15 feet - helps prevent a number of

diving maladies, not just DCS.  But a safety stop

can be made anywhere from 10 to 30 feet with a

computer used to determine how long is appropri-

ate.

26. Not surfacing near planned exit point or

dive boat.

This is not only dumb, but potentially danger-

ous.  Don't let the excitement of diving lead you to

getting lost under water.  Instead: Make navigation

a part of every dive plan.  It can be as simple as

"down the anchor line, once around the wreck and

back," or it can include your compass, "out 15

minutes on 250-degree heading and return on its

reciprocal."

27. Using the snorkel to excess.

If the unexpected happens and you do end up

with a long surface swim, your snorkel isn't neces-

sarily the best way to do it.  A snorkel requires

significant effort to use and is prone to flooding.

Instead: Use your regulator or breathe normally

while swimming on your back, which also allows

you to keep your fins under water, where they are

more efficient.

Kirk Brown spoke to us about keeping our dive
equipment in good shape to get the most out of the
SCUBA experience.  Kirk is the managing editor of
Sport Diver magazine, which was founded in 1994
right here in Central Florida.  He has been diving
for more than 11 years and has traveled around the
world in his capacity as a dive journalist.  Don’t
think I’m jealous, but he dives each year at dive
resorts throughout the Caribbean and the California
coast and he claims it’s a ‘job.’  Before joining
Sport Diver, he pursued the
more mundane world of
newspaper journalism with
Florida Today and the
Palm Beach Post.

Here are some of Kirk’s tips:

- Don’t hang your regulator by the mouthpiece; it
stresses the hoses.

- Remove batteries from lights and electronic
devices; replacing decayed batteries is cheap,
replacing a dive computer is not.

- Never store your SCUBA tanks empty, keep at
least 200 psi in them.

- Treat appropriate items with silicon spray.
- Tune-up your equipment (and yourself!) with a

Spring dive in a nearby spring.
- Rinse your BC inside with a very weak solution

of Betadine and water.

Kirk Brown on Equipment

Checkout at the March Meeting

At the end of the meeting, we gave away some
door prizes and ran the 50-50 raffle.  Sheila
Grapentine, Mike McCleskey, and Karen Streeter
won the door prizes; and Sheila (again) took the
raffle!



MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’April 2002 12

MARTIN DIVE CLUB

MP-200 ESC

609 Heron Bay Drive

Orlando FL 32825

(407) 306-5020

M
A

R
TI
N DIVE

C
L

U
B

O
RLANDO, FLORID

A

Upcoming Events

April 9 Meeting: Underwater Photography ‘How-To’, Phil Hampton

April 12-14 Dive Trip: Islamorada, Ron Mann

May 14 Meeting: CLUB Elections Plus

May 17-19 Dive Trip:Ocean Fest & Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, Bill Paskert & Joanne Rowley

Earth Day Clean-up Project

Join the KSC Barracudas dive club and partici-

pate in Earth Day by helping to clean up an area of

the Banana River both above and below water.  The

event will be held on April 20th at 8:30 a.m.  Help

is needed with both divers and surface support crew

members.  Local merchants will be supporting the

effort with food and treats for volunteers.  For more

information, contact KSC Barracudas Environment

Chairperson Pat McLinn at (321) 453-4428 or

dancrash1138@earthlink.net.

Let’s Travel

As people are beginning to make travel plans for

Spring and Summer and we have dive excursions

coming up,  I have an excellent travel site to recom-

mend.  It's not one of the two that everybody knows

about either (Expedia and Travelocity).  The site is

called Tom Parsons’ Bestfares.com  http://

www.bestfares.com

It has everything from airfares, train fares, car

rentals, travel related news, etc., and it's free (al-

though they do have special members-only fares as

well).  This site is definitely better than the other

two.  It has a Quick Fare Finder that publishes fares

from all the airlines for the general public, mem-

bers-only fares, alternative airports and cities, and

internet-only fares.  It also has a special section

called “Snooze You Lose” for airfares, which is

updated daily.  This section lists special discounted

fares that are good for hours and sometimes only

minutes.  I was able to fly round-trip from Jackson-

ville to Denver for $92 a couple of years ago when I

found one of those “Snooze You Lose” fares that

worked for me (time, place, and destination).

Todd Vernon,

MDC Webmaster


