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 April Meeting

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at
7:00 p.m. Afterwards at about 7:30, we hold our
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and
our fantastic “50/50” raffle.

We meet at the Big Apple Buffet, which is
located at 198 S. Semoran Blvd (SR 436) in Or-
lando [phone (407) 382-7220].  The price is $9.49
for the regular buffet (including sushi) and $11.99 if
you want crab legs, clams, and oysters.  There are
tons of things on the buffet - Mongolian barbecue,
Oriental, fried chicken, and Italian, along with
salads and dessert!

Please join us for an entertaining and educa-
tional evening at our April 8th meeting.  John
Durham, a charter member of the KSC Barracudas
since its inception in 1964 and an experienced
underwater videographer, will show us a fascinating
video at our next meeting.

He served as an instructor for many years when
the Barracudas offered certification courses and is
responsible for introducing hundreds of new divers
to our sport.  John is an award-winning underwater
photographer who in more recent years has traded
in his still camera for underwater video.  He has
presented some of his beautiful video work to the
Martin Dive Club in the past.  He regularly judges
the Barracuda's photo contest, and we are fortunate
that he was happy to judge our 2002 Photo Contest,
as well.

Here is John’s description of his video: 

“The video was made about 6 years ago off the

islands of Providenciales and Grand Turk in the

Bahamas.  We were on a horrible boat called Ocean

Outback and the horrors of that boat could be the

subject for another whole meeting.  Captain Bill's

boat was very slow and beat up, but I must say he

took us to some fantastic dive sites.  Only one time

were we in deep water, 95 feet, and that was to see a

large Elephant Ear sponge, the largest that has ever

been found to his knowledge.  It was about 10 feet

across.  Near the sponge was an old ship's anchor and

chain - probably hundreds of years old.

There was plenty of time in shallow water to get

a good look at the sea life, and I chose to take close

ups of small creatures often overlooked by divers. 

They are there, you just have to look close and take

time to see them.  I use an old Sony TR-81 Hi-8

camera with an attached magnifying lens in an

Amfibico housing.  This equipment is outdated many

times over, but it works for me.

Yellowhead Jaw Fish make excellent subjects for

close ups because they stay in one place, in their

hole.  The trick is to get them to come out of their

hole.  I solved this problem, as you will see in the

Turks and Caicos, Creatures of the Sea

Dues Are Due
2003 - 2004 CLUB dues are due April 1, 2003.

Please make check for $20 payable to: Martin
Dive Club.  Avoid the $10 late fee and pay me at
the April meeting or mail to: Ralph Rolape, 609
Heron Bay Drive, Orlando FL 32825.  Or send
internal mail: Ralph Rolape, ESC MP 200.

Thanks,

Ralph

video.  Garden Eels fell for the same trick.  Banded

Coral Shrimp make good close-up subjects, as well as

Brittle Star Fish, but I think a cleaning station is the

most fascinating of all.  Here you can see the interac-

tion of the animals as they are living their lives in the

sea."
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Hello Fellow Divers!!

For our March meeting, Ed Kalakauskis spoke
about his work with the fishing and diving commu-
nities in Jacksonville in regards to deploying,
managing, and monitoring the artificial reefs.  It
was very entertaining and informative!

This month, we will have John Durham, from
our sister dive club, the Kennedy Space Center
Barracudas,  who will talk about his excursion to
Turks and Caicos.  If you remember, John was our
photo contest judge from last fall.

Please look at the flyers in this newsletter of
upcoming trips.  Some deposits are due in April.
Also membership dues are due April 1st.  Please
renew with Ralph Rolape, our Treasurer.

See you Tuesday!!!

Marie Frank

2003 Activity Schedule
Well, MDC's diving season is officially under-

way!  It is very exciting every year to see all the

hard work that many CLUB members put into

planning the Activity Schedule begin to pay off.

As you will read elsewhere in this newsletter,

our first official outing of the year, the manatee trip,

was a great success.  By the time you read this, our

SCUBA refresher course has already passed as well

as the opportunity to take a day's worth of First Aid

and CPR training.  Our first Florida Keys trip is

pretty full with 15 participants confirmed at last

count and our spring camping and diving trip to

Alexander Springs is shaping up nicely.  The live-

aboard trip to the Dry Tortugas is almost full, and

the Ocean Fest trip is filling fast.

What's my point?  Jump in . . . sign up . . . go

diving . . .   Everyone else is!!!!

If you have any questions about activities or

diving opportunities, please do not hesitate to call

the particular activity coordinator, or me, the Grand

Poobah of Dive Club Activities, Mike McCleskey,

at (407) 808-6453.  I hope to see every one of you

underwater on a reef somewhere soon!

Mike McCleskey

Dive Equipment for Sale

Used small SeaProBC - $75 OBO

US Divers small fins - $25 OBO

(both are hot pink)

Call Marie (407) 356-8256 (work), (352) 242-

1102 (home)
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2003

MDC Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Cost

Feb 28-Mar 1

Fri - Sat

Manatees at Crystal River - Get up close with these endangered gentle giants, 1 night

in hotel, half day snorkel boat charter, breakfast

Mike McCleskey, 407-808-6453

mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

$80

Mar 15
Sat

SCUBA Refresher Course - NAUI certified, 1/2 day classroom, 1/2 day pool, brush up
on your diving skills, equipment included; get ready for the dive season and earn $10 in
MDC bucks to be used toward 2003 membership or a MDC trip

Gwen Sandlin-Rolape,
407-380-5021
gwen.sandlin-rolape@lmco.com

$75

Mar 29
Sat

First Aid & CPR - Training includes First Aid book, CPR book, & respiration barrier,
prepare yourself for emergencies, includes $10 in MDC bucks to be used toward 2003
membership or a 2003 MDC trip

Gwen Sandlin-Rolape,
407-380-5021
gwen.sandlin-rolape@lmco.com

$35

Apr 11 - 13
Fri - Sun

Key Largo - Ocean Point Suites, 2 br with kitchen, 2 days of 2-tank dives with Conch
Republic Divers, Spiegel Grove on Saturday

Ronald Mann, 407-699-9797,
ronald.b.mann@lmco.com

$190

Apr 25 - 27
Fri - Sun

Camping at Alexander Springs - Located in Ocala National Forest, tent camping Friday
and Saturday nights, cookout Saturday night, diving optional at $2 per person per day

Ralph Rolape,
407-380-5021
ralph.e.rolape@lmco.com

$45 per
camp-

site

May 16 - 18
Fri - Sun

Ocean Fest - 2 nights in Tropic Ranch resort, breakfasts, dinner Saturday night, 1 day
admission to Ocean Fest, unlimited shore diving

Bill Paskert, 407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$105

Jun 7
Sat

Jupiter - Day trip with Jupiter Dive Charters on Florida's southeast coast, 2-tank trip,
rinse bins, & close parking

George McGuire, 407-677-4242
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

$47

Jun 7
Sat

Boynton Beach - KSC Barracudas John Lawlor, 321-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$47

Jun 8
Sun

Boynton Beach - KSC Barracudas John Lawlor, 321-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$47

Jun 19 - 22
Thu - Sun

Dry Tortugas Liveaboard - Ultimate Getaway Diving Charters 100 ft Super Cruiser, air
conditioned, Florida's most remote dive destination, departs from Ft Myers, 2 1/2 days
diving, all meals, snacks, up to 10 dives per day, nitrox available

Gwen Sandlin-Rolape
407-380-5021
gwen.sandlin-rolape@lmco.com

$550

Jun 29 - Jul 5
Sun - Sat

Freeport Grand Bahamas - Xanadu Underseas Adventures, 6 nights, 5 days, r/t air
from West Palm Beach, 2-tank dive daily, shark & night dives available

Marie Frank, 352-242-1102
marie.s.frank@lmco.com

$715

Jul 16 - 20
Wed - Sun

Isla Mia Liveaboard - KSC Barracudas Jeri Dufresne, 321-637-1329
jeridufresne@aol.com

$525

Jul 18 - 20
Fri - Sun

Venice Beach - Dive from the shore for fossil ized shark teeth, 2 nights in hotel, breakfast
Saturday, picnic lunch on the beach on Saturday

Jim Streeter, 407-356-2377
jimmy.c.streeter@lmco.com

$65

Jul 26 - 27
Sat - Sun

Riviera Beach - KSC Barracudas - Rampage Phil Stasik, 321-455-2221
stasik@dfl.rr.com

$110

Jul 30
Wed

Boynton Beach - KSC Barracudas John Lawlor, 321-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$50

Aug 1
Fri

Jupiter - Day trip with Jupiter Dive Charters on Florida's southeast coast, 2-tank trip,
rinse bins, & close parking; NOTE - this is a FRIDAY trip

George McGuire, 407-677-4242
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

$47

Aug 6
Wed

Stuart Lobster Dive - KSC Barracudas - Dive Hut John Lawlor, 321-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$54

Aug 9
Sat

Riviera Beach Lobster Dive - KSC Barracudas - Pura Vida Divers John Lawlor, 321-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$48

Aug 16 - 17
Sat - Sun

Riviera Beach - KSC Barracudas - Rampage Phil Stasik, 321-455-2221
stasik@dfl.rr.com

$110

Aug 15 - 17
Fri - Sun

Looe Key - 2 nights at Parmer's Place Resort, breakfast, 2 days 2-tank dives with
Underseas Inc, tanks included

Marie Frank, 352-242-1102
marie.s.frank@lmco.com

$190

Aug 30-Sep 6
Sat - Sat

Curacao - Labor Day week, Rated as some of the best shore diving in the Caribbean,
Habitat Curacao dive resort, r/t air from Miami, airport transfers, kitchens in rooms,
breakfast daily, 2-tank boat dives daily, unlimited shore diving

Grace Hampton, 407-737-8999
gracphil@palmnet.net

$1,250

Sep 13
Sat

Stuart Lobster Dive - KSC Barracudas - Dive Hut John Lawlor, 321-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$48

Sep 27-Oct 4
Sat - Sat

Bonaire - KSC Barracudas Max Farley, 321-452-1435
maxfarley@earthlink.net

$1,050

Oct 11
Sat

Jupiter - Day trip with Jupiter Dive Charters on Florida's southeast coast, 2-tank trip,
rinse bins, & close parking

George McGuire, 407-677-4242
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

$47

Oct 11 - 12
Sat - Sun

Boynton Beach Drift Dive - KSC Barracudas John Lawlor, 321-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$50

Oct 24 - 26
Fri - Sun

Fantasy Fest - Experience Key West's wildest Halloween celebration, 2 nights at Sugar
Loaf Lodge Resort, Saturday night Twilight Fantasy Parade, no diving

Mike McCleskey, 407-808-6453
mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

$160
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Key Largo with Conch Republic Divers

April 11 - 13, 2003

MARTIN DIVE CLUB

$50 deposit due by April 8th

For more information, call Ron Mann: (407) 699-9797, or email at ronald.b.mann@lmco.com

Conch Republic Divers - http://www.conchrepublicdivers.com/home.html

Advanced Open WaterAdvanced Open WaterAdvanced Open WaterAdvanced Open WaterAdvanced Open Water

Dive on the

Spiegel Grove

$190 includes:

2 days of diving with Conch Republic Divers

at Tavernier Creek

Two days of 2-tank dives, with the option for

a night dive

Sharing a condo at Ocean Pointe Suites
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Camping at Alexander Springs

April 25 - 27, 2003

MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Confirm plans with Ralph by April 23rd

For more information, call Ralph Rolape, (407) 380-5021 (home), (407) 306-7075 (work), or

email at ralph.e.rolape@lmco.com

Camping at Alexander Springs

In the Ocala National Forest

Tent camping Friday and Saturday nights

Cookout Saturday night

$45 per campsite;

Diving - $2 per person per day
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Ocean-Festival Ocean-Festival Ocean-Festival Ocean-Festival Ocean-Festival &  Beach Dive Beach Dive Beach Dive Beach Dive Beach Dive

in Lauderdale-by-the-Seain Lauderdale-by-the-Seain Lauderdale-by-the-Seain Lauderdale-by-the-Seain Lauderdale-by-the-Sea

‘Chill out’ on the beach! Dive at your own pace and

just walk into the waves behind your motel room!

Lauderdale-by-the-Sea is blessed

with two close-in reef lines that

are an easy swim from the beach.

We’ll dive in groups with a flag on

a float, but the schedule is flexible.

Last Year’s Photo Contest,
Second Place Winner - Beginner!!

Cost: $105. Deposit: $50 due by May 1st.

Tanks and weights are not included, but

are available from a nearby dive shop.

Two nights; double occupancy. MDC-

supplied breakfast, and fried chicken

dinner on the patio Saturday night.
Contact: Bill Paskert (407) 678-5311 (H),

(407) 356-2290 (W)

wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

May 16 - 18May 16 - 18May 16 - 18May 16 - 18May 16 - 18

- More than 200 dive-related exhibits

- Food and beverage vendors

- Live music and free seminars

- Over $20,000 in prizes and raffles!

- Photo Contest

- SCUBA and snorkeling introduction

- Underwater music festival

- Shore diving off the beach

- Underwater diving demonstration

- A portion of the proceeds benefit numerous

ocean-related non-profit organizations

- http://www.OceanFest.com

MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Relax at the Tropic Ranch Resort.

Efficiencies, cable TV, phones, and

Pool!Pool!Pool!Pool!Pool!
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Afternoon Dive off Jupiter, Florida

Saturday, June 7, 2003

2-tank Afternoon Dive

Dive boat "Temptation" - 18 passenger boat

The reef off Jupiter is in about 80 feet of water

Cost is $47 per diver including tax

We’ll dive with Jupiter Dive Center, a full

service dive shop with the usual assortment of

rental equipment, as well as air and nitrox

Full payment due May 21st

Contact George McGuire

9811 Lake Georgia Dr

Orlando FL 32817

(407) 677-4242

geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

For pictures and other information about the dive operation,

see http://www.jupiterdivecharters.com/
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Ultimate Getaway to the Dry Tortugas

June 19 - 22, 2003

MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Limit 10 people

$200 deposit due by April 8th

For more information, call Gwen Sandlin-Rolape: (407) 380-5021, home;

(407) 306-1801, work; or email at gwen.sandlin-rolape@lmco.com

Ultimate Getaway Dive Charters - http://ultimategetaway.net/index.html

Thursday, 7:00 pm - Overnight cruise to the remote, pristine waters of

the Dry Tortugas

Friday: First dive before or after breakfast, 7 - 10 sites per day, between 40 - 80 feet

Saturday: The same, plus a visit to Fort Jefferson National Monument

Sunday: The "Baja California", a 214-foot WW ll transport torpedoed by a German

submarine, and an Air Force relay tower, then home port between 4:00-5:00 pm

3 days, 3 nights aboard the Ultimate Getaway!

$550 includes: 2 1/2 days of diving on the Ultimate Getaway Diving ChartersUltimate Getaway Diving ChartersUltimate Getaway Diving ChartersUltimate Getaway Diving ChartersUltimate Getaway Diving Charters

100-foot, air conditioned Super Cruiser

Explore Florida’s most remote dive destination

Departs from Ft Myers, includes all meals and snacks

Up to 10 dives per day, Nitrox available
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Limit 12 divers

$200 deposit due by April 8th
For more information, call Marie Frank: work (407) 356-8256, or home (352) 242-1102, or

email at marie.s.frank@lmco.com

MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Freeport, Grand Bahamas

June 29 - July 5, 2003

6 nights, 5 days with

Xanadu Underseas Adventures

$715 includes:

Tanks and weights, 5 days of diving

(2 tank dives),

Freshwater swimming pool, white sand

beach, gift shop on premises,

3 tennis courts, watersports on site, casino,

Airfare from and to

Palm Beach International.

Not included:  Bahamian departure

tax ($20), meals, airport transfers,

specialty dives (shark or night), bar charges

Hurry, there’s only

4 spots left!
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Manatees and Bird’s
Daybreak on the morning of March 1st found 15

MDC members ready to depart the dock in Crystal

River to go in search of the endangered West Indian

Manatee.  Bird's Underwater, and especially our

captain, Marty, took great care of us.  The morning

started off with a video outlining manatee etiquette

and laws, and moved quickly through everyone

getting signed in and fitted for any equipment they

needed.  The sun was just waking up as we left their

dock.

chose to stay dry, but several manatees were nice

enough to visit her by coming right up to the boat,

chewing on the anchor line.  We also sighted lots of

snook, sheepshead, and various other marine life.

Marty was shooting video of our experience.

When the rest of the

world woke up and

multiple boats con-

verged on our spot, we

decided it was time to

move on.  We returned

to Jurassic Spring, this

time to find a mother

and calf, and three other

single manatees, one of which Torey swears was as

big as our boat.  At this stop, we got to swim with

turtles and cormorants, too.

It didn't take long for four other boats, all loaded

with snorkelers, to catch up with us.  We decided

we had all had our fill, and headed back for a

fabulous hot shower back at the Best Western,

before checking out and meeting up for lunch.

The good folks at the Best Western handled our

group with the expertise and warmth that they

always do, Bird's Underwater (and especially their

radio!) was a welcome break from renting our own

boat, and it was good to get back in the water with

old friends.  It was especially nice to be joined by

long-time Club member, but infrequent diver, Hal

Morlan and his son.

Marty from Bird's Underwater shot a beautiful

video of our day.  A number of us bought copies, so

if you are interested, ask around to borrow one to

watch what a great day we had.

Captain Mike

The boat was a nice pontoon boat with zip-up

plastic sides, stocked with coffee and fresh donuts

(of course, Capt Mike brought along the traditional

stock of Bloody Mary fixings).  Capt Marty worked

the controls and the radio to put us near the mana-

tees.  We had been warned that the weather had

been too warm for optimal manatee conditions and

there was a chance we would not have any luck.

We first visited Jurassic Spring since there had been

a report of manatees there the day before.  After not

sighting any in that area, we struck out for King's

Spring, where Bird's Underwater other boat had

confirmed the presence of manatee.

Upon securing the anchor, Marty was the first in

the water.  Almost all followed and were treated to

visits by both adult and juvenile manatees.  Wendy

Photo by Torey Mccleskey
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MDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407)
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our
CLUB home page at: http://www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner

Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at getting
articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please get them
to me in one of the following ways:

• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

• E-mail at work: william.paskert@ lmco. com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

• Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

Ralph Rolape gave our Treasury report: a

balance of $1,894.58.  Shelly Hayes, Merchandise

Chairperson, showed our CLUB knit shirts -

$22.50.  In the “50/50” raffle, Nancy Wileden won

$17.50.  Last, but certainly not least, we had our

famous door prize event.  Our thanks to the various

prize donors, and remember to mention the MDC

when visiting our local dive merchants.

Winner Prize Donor

Bill Paskert Luggage lock Performance Diver
Pat McGuire Coaster MDC
Dave Moffit Croakies MDC
Kathy Moffit Hillfiger T shirt MDC

We enjoyed an entertaining and educational

evening at our March 11th meeting.  Ed

Kalakauskis, who has been working with the

fishing and diving communities in Jacksonville to

manage their offshore reefs told us about their

successes and secrets.

Ed has

been

involved

in diving

for over

30 years,

starting

with the

Orlando

Otters

dive club.

He be-

came a certified instructor with NASDS and PADI

with ratings under NASDS as an expert diving

instructor and a cave diving instructor.  His cave

diving experiences have allowed him to work with

people such as Sheck Exley and John Zomerick

with expeditions off the coast of St. Augustine in

what is known as the Snapper Hole.  Interestingly,

he grew up in Orlando, attending Glen Ridge Junior

High School and Edgewater High School.  After a

stint in the military, he hooked up with Hal Watts in

Jacksonville.

Ed’s involvement with artificial reefs began

with the Sea Grant Program out of the University of

Florida in the early 1980s.  At that time he began

working with the Jacksonville Offshore Sport

Fishing Club (www.jaxfish.com), whose long

history in artificial reef building was known but not

well publicized.  Part of his role became letting the

local fishermen know what was out there and what

was happening to the thousands of tires, car bodies,

Artificial Reef Management

and other material that we were placing underwater

to attract fish populations.  He also works with the

Jacksonville Reef Research Team (www.jaxrrt.org),

a non-profit volunteer organization that uses re-

search diving to deploy, monitor, and enhance

artificial reefs offshore of Jacksonville.

Today, Ed works closely with the city, state, and

national organizations on artificial reefs and their

impact  on the environment.  He is currently on the

State of Florida Wildlife Conservation Commission,

which meets quarterly.
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB

MP-200 ESC

609 Heron Bay Drive

Orlando FL 32825

(407) 306-5020

Upcoming Events

April 8 Meeting: Turks and Caicos, John Durham

April 11-13 Key Largo Trip: Ron Mann

April 26-27 Alexander Springs Camping Trip: Ralph Rolape

May 13 Meeting: TBD

May 16-18 Ocean Festival Trip: Bill Paskert

June 10 Meeting: TBD

Dues

Are

Due

Doc's Pro Plugs

Last year, I did the Living Seas dive at EPCOT

and I met a diver from California.   Before we went

into the water, she put in some ear plugs.  I asked

her about them and she told

me about Doc's Proplugs.   I

know we are told no ear

plugs in the water!!!  But

I’m tired of being stuck

close to the surface when

everyone is already down

below enjoying a swim-

through or something else.

I went to Divers' Direct and looked for those

Doc's Proplugs and found the vented pro plug,

which allows safe equalization.  They have them in

all sizes: S, M, L, and XL for $7.99.

I used them when I went to Bimini last year and

when diving from the  live-aboard Nekton Rorqual

and I had no trouble getting down with everyone

else!  I am so glad I tried these out.

Marie Frank

Coral Reef Adventure

Howard Hall's new IMAX film is now showing

at the Orlando Science Center’s IMAX theater.

Coral Reef Adventure follows the real-life expedi-

tion in Australia's Great Barrier Reef, Fiji, Tahiti

and the mysterious depths of Rangiroa Atoll, to

document the

health and beauty

of coral reefs.

On the giant

screen, you'll feel

like you’re diving

and exploring

right alongside

them!  Preview

the film at

www.coralfilm.com.

It features songs

written by

Crosby, Stills &

Nash.  Narrated

by Liam Neeson.


