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 June Meeting

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30

p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at

7:00 p.m. Afterwards at about 7:30, we hold our

“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and

member trip reports, followed by door prizes and

our fantastic “50/50” raffle.

We meet at the Big Apple Buffet, which is

located at 198 S. Semoran Blvd (SR 436) in Or-

lando [phone (407) 382-7220].  The price is $9.49

for the regular buffet (including sushi) and $11.99 if

you want crab legs, clams, and oysters.  There are

tons of things on the buffet - Mongolian barbecue,

Oriental, fried chicken, and Italian, along with

salads and dessert!

Please join us for an entertaining and educational

evening at our June 10th meeting.  Don Paschal of

ExtaSea Dive Center, will give us some of his

insights on the fascinating diving specialty, underwa-

ter video. As usual, the gathering will kick off at

6:30 pm with socializing and happy hour.

Don, ExtaSea Dive Center owner, has been a

certified diver since 1971 and has logged more than

4500 open water dives throughout the Pacific and

Atlantic oceans and Mediterranean sea, along with

many Caribbean destinations. He is Operations

Director of ExtaSea's training program and holds

PADI Master Instructor credentials, Emergency First

Responder Instructor, and 18 different Specialty

Instructor certifications.

Don has been teaching all levels of diving for 15

years and has personally certified over 1000 stu-

dents. He currently serves as a board member of the

International Resort and Retailers Association for

PADI. His favorite underwater interest is a passion

for underwater photography.

Don Paschal of ExtaSea Dive Center

“Making Exciting Underwater Video”



MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’June 2003 2

President
Gwen Sandlin-Rolape (407) 306-1801

Vice President
Al Wileden (407) 306-1801

 Secretary
Shelly Hayes (407) 275-6365

Treasurer
Ralph Rolape (407) 306-7075

Director at Large
Marie Frank (407) 356-8256

Board of Directors

Dean Hayes (407) 306-3288

Ron Mann (407) 356-2135

Jim Streeter (407) 356-2337

Committees

Activity
Mike McCleskey (407) 273-6655

Camera
Mike McCleskey (407) 273-6655

Communications
Bill Paskert (407) 356-2290

Equipment
Don Russ (407) 356-1064

Meeting
Open

Membership
Ralph Rolape (407) 306-7075

Merchandise
Marie Frank (407) 356-8256

Photo Contest
George McGuire (407) 677-4242

Safety and Training
Warren Musacchia (407) 306-2773

Webmaster
Dean Hayes (407) 306-3288

Your Officers and Committee Leads

President’s Column

Hello Fellow Divers!!

Our speaker for the May meeting was Brian
Moseley, Nautilus Divers, who spoke to us about
"Nitrox, Its Benefits and Myths."  It was a very
interesting subject, and we had lots of questions.

We held our election of officers and committee
leads last month.   Our new officers are featured in
the box below

I want to thank my officers and committees and
every one who has helped throughout the past year.
Please offer any help to our new officers and com-
mittees to make this a great dive club.

Come join us at our June meeting when we will
be hearing from Don Paschal from ExtaSea.

Check out the flyers in this newsletter for
upcoming trips.  Get your deposits in early!!!

I also want to welcome back Andy, Dianne,
Alex, and Connor Hawkins from Saudi Arabia.
Andy and family have been gone for almost 7 years
on a field assignment for the Lockheed Martin.  We
will definitely need to have them speak at one of
our meetings in the future!!

See you in June!!!

Marie Frank

Blue Hole, Dahab, Egypt
Following is the first installment from a newly

re-located member.  Mike Gracey is working for
Lockheed Martin in Egypt and has an opportunity to
dive in some great places.  He’s sent some photos
for our enjoyment:

This is the
Blue Hole in
Dahab, Egypt.
It's on the east
coast of the
Sinai, and as
you can see it
comes almost
all the way to
shore.  There is
an arch opening out to the ocean at about 180 feet.
Some of the guys have done it; not me!  There are
many plaques on the cliff memorializing those who
died trying.

This is a shore
shot of the dive
site.  There is quite
an eclectic group
of folks from all
over the world
here.  You can get a
soda and food here,
but I can only recommend the soda!

Member News

I'll send more and be the club's roving Red Sea
reporter.

Mike
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2003

MDC Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Cost

Feb 28-Mar 1 Manatees at Crystal River - Get up close with these endangered gentle giants, 1 night Mike McCleskey, 407-808-6453 $80

Fri - Sat in hotel, half day snorkel boat charter, breakfast mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

Mar 15 SCUBA Refresher Course - NAUI certified, 1/2 day classroom, 1/2 day pool, brush up Gwen Sandlin-Rolape, $75

Sat on your diving skills, equipment included; get ready for the dive season and earn $10 in 407-380-5021

MDC bucks to be used toward 2003 membership or a MDC trip gwen.sandlin-rolape@lmco.com

Mar 29 First Aid & CPR - Training includes First Aid book, CPR book, & respiration barrier, Gwen Sandlin-Rolape, $35

Sat prepare yourself for emergencies, includes $10 in MDC bucks to be used toward 2003 407-380-5021

membership or a 2003 MDC trip gwen.sandlin-rolape@lmco.com

Apr 11 - 13 Key Largo - Ocean Point Suites, 2 br with kitchen, 2 days of 2-tank dives with Conch Ronald Mann, 407-699-9797, $190

Fri - Sun Republic Divers, Spiegel Grove on Saturday ronald.b.mann@lmco.com

Apr 25 - 27 Camping at Alexander Springs - Located in Ocala National Forest, tent camping Friday Ralph Rolape, $45 per

Fri - Sun and Saturday nights, cookout Saturday night, diving optional at $2 per person per day 407-380-5021 camp-
ralph.e.rolape@lmco.com site

May 16 - 18 Ocean Fest - 2 nights in Tropic Ranch resort, breakfasts, dinner Saturday night, 1 day Bill Paskert, 407-678-5311 $105

Fri - Sun admission to Ocean Fest, unlimited shore diving wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

Jun 7 Jupiter - Day trip with Jupiter Dive Charters on Florida’s southeast coast, 2-tank trip, George McGuire, 407-677-4242 $47

Sat rinse bins, & close parking geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

Jun 7 Boynton Beach - KSC Barracudas John Lawlor, 321-459-3374 $47
Sat johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

Jun 8 Boynton Beach - KSC Barracudas John Lawlor, 321-459-3374 $47
Sun johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

Jun 19 - 22 Dry Tortugas Liveaboard - Ultimate Getaway Diving Charters 100 ft Super Cruiser, air Gwen Sandlin-Rolape $550

Thu - Sun conditioned, Florida’s most remote dive destination, departs from Ft Myers, 2 1/2 days 407-380-5021

diving, all meals, snacks, up to 10 dives per day, nitrox available gwen.sandlin-rolape@lmco.com

Jun 29 - Jul 5 Freeport Grand Bahamas - Xanadu Underseas Adventures, 6 nights, 5 days, r/t air Marie Frank, 352-242-1102 $715

Sun - Sat from West Palm Beach, 2-tank dive daily, shark & night dives available marie.s.frank@lmco.com

Jul 16 - 20 Isla Mia Liveaboard - KSC Barracudas Jeri Dufresne, 321-637-1329 $525
Wed - Sun jeridufresne@aol.com

Jul 18 - 20 Venice Beach - Dive from the shore for fossilized shark teeth, 2 nights in hotel, breakfast Jim Streeter, 407-356-2377 $65

Fri - Sun Saturday, picnic lunch on the beach on Saturday jimmy.c.streeter@lmco.com

Jul 26 - 27 Riviera Beach - KSC Barracudas - Rampage Phil Stasik, 321-455-2221 $110
Sat - Sun stasik@dfl.rr.com

Jul 30 Boynton Beach - KSC Barracudas John Lawlor, 321-459-3374 $50
Wed johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

Aug 1 Jupiter - Day trip with Jupiter Dive Charters on Florida’s southeast coast, 2-tank trip, George McGuire, 407-677-4242 $47

Fri rinse bins, & close parking; NOTE - this is a FRIDAY trip geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

Aug 6 Stuart Lobster Dive - KSC Barracudas - Dive Hut John Lawlor, 321-459-3374 $54
Wed johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

Aug 9 Riviera Beach Lobster Dive - KSC Barracudas - Pura Vida Divers John Lawlor, 321-459-3374 $48
Sat johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

Aug 16 - 17 Riviera Beach - KSC Barracudas - Rampage Phil Stasik, 321-455-2221 $110
Sat - Sun stasik@dfl.rr.com

Aug 15 - 17 Looe Key - 2 nights at Parmer’s Place Resort, breakfast, 2 days 2-tank dives with Marie Frank, 352-242-1102 $190

Fri - Sun Underseas Inc, tanks included marie.s.frank@lmco.com

Aug 30-Sep 6 Curacao - Labor Day week, Rated as some of the best shore diving in the Caribbean, Grace Hampton, 407-737-8999 $1,250

Sat - Sat Habitat Curacao dive resort, r/t air from Miami, airport transfers, kitchens in rooms, gracphil@palmnet.net

breakfast daily, 2-tank boat dives daily, unlimited shore diving

Sep 13 Stuart Lobster Dive - KSC Barracudas - Dive Hut John Lawlor, 321-459-3374 $48
Sat johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

Sep 27-Oct 4 Bonaire - KSC Barracudas Max Farley, 321-452-1435 $1,050
Sat - Sat maxfarley@earthlink.net

Oct 11 Jupiter - Day trip with Jupiter Dive Charters on Florida’s southeast coast, 2-tank trip, George McGuire, 407-677-4242 $47

Sat rinse bins, & close parking geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

Oct 11 - 12 Boynton Beach Drift Dive - KSC Barracudas John Lawlor, 321-459-3374 $50
Sat - Sun johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

Oct 24 - 26 Fantasy Fest - Experience Key West’s wildest Halloween celebration, 2 nights at Sugar Mike McCleskey, 407-808-6453

Fri - Sun Loaf Lodge Resort, Saturday night Twilight Fantasy Parade, no diving mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Shark! (Teeth) Diving in VeniceShark! (Teeth) Diving in VeniceShark! (Teeth) Diving in VeniceShark! (Teeth) Diving in VeniceShark! (Teeth) Diving in Venice

Check Out Venice On Line:

http://venice-fla.com/capital.htm

Take Home Shark Teeth,

Whale Teeth, or Even

Mastodon Teeth!

Find Fossils 4 to 8

Million Years Old!

The trip includes beach dives, hotel, and

a picnic lunch on the beach.  The price is

$65, due by the July 8th meeting.  Contact

Jim Streeter at (407) 356-2377 (w) or

(407) 351-1514 (h)

Dive into the Past with Us on July 18 - 20 in Venice, Florida.
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Afternoon Dive off Jupiter, Florida

FridayFridayFridayFridayFriday, August 1, 2003

2-tank Afternoon Dive

Dive boat "Temptation" - 18 passenger boat

The reef off Jupiter is in about 80 feet of water

Cost is $47 per diver including tax

From Jupiter Dive Center, a full service dive shop

with the usual assortment of rental equipment,

as well as air and nitrox

Full payment due July 15th

Contact George McGuire

9811 Lake Georgia Dr

Orlando FL 32817

(407) 677-4242

geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

For pictures and other information about the dive operation,

see http://www.jupiterdivecharters.com/

$20 deposit;

early deposits mean we can

book the whole boat
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Looe Key Dive Trip
August 15 - 17, 2003

Dive Saturday (wreck dive) and Sunday morning

with Underseas, Inc.

Two-night stay at Parmers Place at Little Torch Key with

Complimentary Continental Breakfast of Fresh Breads,

Muffins, Fresh Fruit, Coffee, and Tea

$190 diver or snorkeler, tanks included

Room for 10 divers only

Deposit $50 due July 11

Call Marie Frank  (407) 356-8256

Martin Dive Club
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Limit 12 diversLimit 12 diversLimit 12 diversLimit 12 diversLimit 12 divers

Less than $1250 per person depending on number of bookingsLess than $1250 per person depending on number of bookingsLess than $1250 per person depending on number of bookingsLess than $1250 per person depending on number of bookingsLess than $1250 per person depending on number of bookings

$200 deposit due before June 10th$200 deposit due before June 10th$200 deposit due before June 10th$200 deposit due before June 10th$200 deposit due before June 10th

Make check payable to Grace HamptonMake check payable to Grace HamptonMake check payable to Grace HamptonMake check payable to Grace HamptonMake check payable to Grace Hampton

For more information, call Grace at (407) 737-8999For more information, call Grace at (407) 737-8999For more information, call Grace at (407) 737-8999For more information, call Grace at (407) 737-8999For more information, call Grace at (407) 737-8999

e-mail: gracphil@palmnet.net

snail mail: 2330 Treymore Drive

Orlando FL 32825

or see Grace at the next MDC meeting

MARTIN DIVE CLUB

August 30 - September 6, 2003
Extend your dive season and join us for a

trip to Curacao below the hurricane zone.

It’s rated by Undercurrent Undercurrent Undercurrent Undercurrent Undercurrent magazine as

some of the best shore diving in the Caribbean,

Habitat Curacao dive resort.

Grace Hampton is coordinating this trip

over Labor Day weekend

Round-trip air Miami-Curacao, airport

transfers in Curacao, studio apartment for two,

breakfast, three complimentary shuttle trips to

and from town each day.

Daily boat trip with two tank dives, unlim-

ited shore diving, equipment lockers located on

the dock

Created from the ground up with the diver in mind, Habi-

tat Curacao has every facility for today’s demanding dive

traveler.  But you don’t need to be a scuba diver to enjoy quiet ambiance and dramatic

landscapes, or relax the the pool in this sunny oasis.  Located in the quiet countryside of

the Southwest coast, the resort is set apart from the hustle and bustle of Willemstad yet

only a 25 minute ride away via one of three complimentary shuttle trips each day.

The resort is bright, airy, spacious, and has breathtaking views from every room.  Ocean’s Restaurant and Bar

continues the tradition of coupling delicious food with stunning vistas. “Diving Freedom” means tanks are

available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  The dive shop offers instruction on all levels, two 2-tank boat

dives daily, complete photo facilities, and a full line of equipment rental, sales, and service.
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Experience the 25th Anniversary of Fantasy FestExperience the 25th Anniversary of Fantasy FestExperience the 25th Anniversary of Fantasy FestExperience the 25th Anniversary of Fantasy FestExperience the 25th Anniversary of Fantasy Fest
It’s not too early to make plans for Fantasy Fest.  This trip always fills up early, and

due to the popularity of the weekend, we can never get additional space.  Capt Mike

needs your deposit ASAP to hold your reservation.

Fantasy Fest is Key West's annual wild and whimsical Halloween street fair event.

Think Mardi Gras with a Key West flair.  MDC has been attending Fantasy Fest

almost as long as we have been around.  It has become tradition that MDC attendees

carry the banner to lead the parade down Duval Street for the Saturday night main

event, the Captain Morgan Fantasy Fest Parade.  There are even pictures of last

year's MDC crew on the Captain Morgan web site!!

This year being the 25th anniversary of the event, it is expected to be bigger and bet-

ter than ever.  The theme is "Daze of Futures Past - 25 Years of Fantasy."  Check it

out on the web at http://www.fantasyfest.net.

MDC's trip includes two nights double occupancy in the scenic Sugar Loaf Lodge

(www.sugarloaflodge.com), beads, the annual Saturday morning "Hangover Invita-

tional" carpet golf championship, and picture opportunities that are guaranteed to be

worth blackmail money from your friends for years to come.  The trip costs $160 per

person, and an $80 deposit holds your reservation.  For more information, call Capt

Mike at (407) 808-6453, or ask almost anyone at the CLUB meeting.

Mike McCleskey
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Lauderdale-by-the-Sea and Ocean-Festival

See ‘Fest’, page 10

We sure had some laid-back fun at the shore a

few weeks ago in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea (LBTS).

The Ocean-Festival (www.oceanfest.com) had a lot

going on, and as for the diving, read on.

We stayed at the Tropic Ranch Resort

(www.tropicranchresort.com) located on the Ocean

at 4560 El Mar Drive, a few blocks north of the city

fishing pier.  The center of the Ocean-Festival

activities was just a few miles south of the Tropic

Ranch Resort in Ft. Lauderdale Beach.

CLUB Activities

Our crew consisted of Gwen & Ralph Rolape,

Al & Nancy Wileden, Kevin Klein, Chuck Brown,

Mike & Torey McCleskey, Chet & Kim Tippens,

and Joanne Rowley & myself.  Joanne and I set up

breakfast stuff (juices, rolls, muffins, and fruit) on

the picnic tables on the patio at 8 a.m. on Saturday

and Sunday.  The rooms all had kitchenettes, so we

had all the conveniences of home.

Saturday morning after breakfast, we had a dive

briefing to cover the rules and some tips on beach

diving at LBTS.  This is about the easiest kind of

diving you could want, so the rules consisted of

mostly of “Just don't go near the Pier!”

Since we were diving from the beach, the dive

schedule was pretty much up to us.  As much as we

wanted, whenever we wanted (I think even Chuck

got his fill.).  The seas were calm both days, but

early Sunday morning the weather must have

picked up because the visibility was down to about

20 feet from Saturday’s 30 to 35 feet.  Ralph and

Chuck even buddied up for a night dive.  We almost

gave up waiting for them to return.  They got in

almost 2 hours!

Saturday evening we had a great fried chicken

dinner with all the fixin’s on the patio.  And after

that, many of us played a rousing round of beach

bocce ball.
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For more pictures of the CLUB’s trip to

Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, please see the

photo gallery on our web site.

Not Just Another

New Member

Congratulations to MDC's newest

and youngest member, Torey

McCleskey.  Torey finished his Junior

Open Water Certification in early

May with his check-out dives in

Devil's Den and attended the MDC

Ocean-Festival trip, making four

beach dives off the shore in Lauder-

dale-by-the-Sea.

Torey, who could literally swim

before he could walk, has been ex-

posed to diving all his life being

dragged all over the Caribbean by his

parents and grandparents.  His first

trip to Bonaire was at age 6

months!  He has anxiously

awaited turning 10 years old, the

minimum age that any agency

will certify children.

Barbara Shurman, who

spoke to the CLUB in February

on Sea World's Penguins and

Sharks, provided excellent

instruction and reported that

Torey was a good student.

Teaching children can be very

difficult since the textbook and

all training material are the very

same material as used for adults.

Fest, from page 9

See ‘Torey’, page 11

Torey and Barbara
at Devil’s Den

Ocean-Festival 2003

In an effort to introduce the sport to new partici-

pants, there were scuba and snorkeling introductory

courses taught at the DEMA Pool as well as shore

diving off the beach.  For the experienced diver and

snorkeler, there was an Underwater Photo Contest

sponsored by Sea & Sea and Kodak, and a Treasure

Hunt on Sunday featuring over fifteen commercial

dive boats as well as numerous private boats and

hundreds of shore divers.  They even had a simu-

lated sea rescue by the US Coast Guard

The Dive Trade Show featured over 200 dive

and adventure sports related exhibits under giant

tents at the edge of the Atlantic Ocean.  In addition

to the dive exhibits, there were food vendors featur-

ing Bahamian and Caribbean style delicacies as

well as other mouth-watering seafood delights and

beverage vendors.  Music, fashion shows, and free

seminars provided hours of entertainment and

education.  Technical diving programs including

Nitrox, Trimix, and rebreathers as well as equip-

ment repair clinics will also be available.  On top of

all that, over $20,000 in prizes were given away!

Bill Paskert



MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ June 200311

MDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407)
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our
CLUB home page at: http://www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner

Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at getting
articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please get them
to me in one of the following ways:

• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

• E-mail at work: william.paskert@ lmco. com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

• Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

At our May meeting, Brian Moseley of Nautilus
Divers told us all about “Nitrox, Its Benefits and
Myths.”

With over 300 dives on
Nitrox, Brian gave us these
observations:

Positives

Longer no-stop dive times
Shorter surface intervals
Longer repetitive dives.

Negatives

Tank fills and rentals cost twice as much as air
Tanks are Nitrox-only.

Myths

You’re not as tired after diving with Nitrox.
MAYBE.  A lot of people think so.

Nitrox is for deep diving.  NOT.  A 32% oxygen
mix limits you to 110 feet.

You can’t get DCS.  NOT.  Be conservative when
using a computer.

You can’t get narc’ed.  NOT.  You can if you go
too deep.

You can stay down longer.  MAYBE.  Depends on
your gas consumption.

Using Nitrox is difficult.  NOT.  A short course and
some discipline are required.

Brian Moseley, Nautilus Divers, “Nitrox, Its Benefits and Myths”

One interesting term came up.  A few people
call Nitrox ‘Geezer Gas’ because as you get older,
your body becomes less efficient at off-gassing
nitrogen.

Brian started diving in 1985 in Hawaii and had
about 50 dives there when he was a kid.

He has been teaching for almost 3 years and has
certified well over 500 students.  He became an
Instructor Trainer about a year ago and says it was
very rewarding to teach a basic diver during his
advancement all the way to instructor.

Brian has run a retail dive shop for more than 3
years and loves interacting with new people and

talking about the last dive
with new and old dive bud-
dies.  He says, “Sharing this
underwater world that not
many people ever get to see is
what keeps me energized and
pumped up about diving and
teaching.”

Ralph Rolape gave our Treasury report: a
balance of $3,951.  Shelly Hayes, outgoing Mer-
chandise Lead, showed our CLUB knit shirts -
$22.50.  In the “50/50” raffle, incoming President
Gwen Sandlin-Rolape won $29.50.  Last, but
certainly not least, we had our famous door prize
event.

Torey, from page 10

Parents, Mike and Wendy

McCleskey couldn't be any more

proud of their new dive buddy and are

now looking ahead to the next chal-

lenge - anybody got any used gear

they want to part with . . .

CHEAP??????

Mike McCleskey
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB

MP-200 ESC

609 Heron Bay Drive

Orlando FL 32825

(407) 306-5020

Upcoming Events

June 10 Meeting: Don Paschal, Underwater Video

June 19-22 Dry Tortugas Trip: The Rolapes

June 29-July 5 Bahamas Trip: Marie Frank

July 8 Meeting: TBD

July 18-20 Venice Trip: Jim Streeter

Fellow Divers,

After a comfortable winter and spring, it's time

to get wet (if you haven't already!)  Things are in

full swing for this season's MARTIN DIVE CLUB

events.  This year's diving activity schedule pro-

vides diving opportunities with a variety of loca-

tions and pricing.  But don't let this schedule hinder

you from any opportunities in diving or advancing

your diving education.  Any suggestions or recom-

mendations that the CLUB can help you benefit

from, financially or otherwise, are welcome.

So, we need your feedback!  If you have any

dive trips scheduled - and need a buddy - let us

know.  If you would like to organize or suggest a

trip to our schedule for this year or next year - let us

know.  If you have ideas for a meeting agenda - let

us know.  If you would like to see additional CLUB

events and activities - let us know.

Who Is "Us"?

"Us" - The new 2003 MDC officers and board

of directors that support "you" the members.  With

your support, and as the new president, I would like

to see the following goals initiated:

1. Increase membership

2. Increase meeting attendance

3. Promote membership socials

4. Increase awareness of diving techniques or

practices for a safer diving environment

5. Continue to schedule interesting and educa-

tional presentations at our meetings

6. Update the CLUB bylaws.

To the outgoing MDC officers and director at

large, I thank you all for your contributions to the

CLUB and membership.

Gwen Sandlin-Rolape

Incoming President


