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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
News

November Meeting

2003 Photo Contest
Judging and Awards

November 2003

The night for the photo contest is upon us!

Come see the ‘best of our best’ photographers at 
our November 11th meeting. George McGuire, our 
Photo Contest committee leader, will show us who 
shot what and set up the judging process. 

Fourteen people have submitted 120 photos for 
your viewing and judging pleasure.  That’s right, 
judging pleasure, not just viewing.  This year the 
photos will be judged and the winners selected by 
the members present at the November meeting.  

How can this be done, you might ask?  You’ll 
have to come to the meeting to find out.  Each of the 
ten possible categories were filled, so there’s lots of 
heated competition. 

Selecting the winners is going to be challeng-
ing.  The photos are really good.  You’re going to be 
surprised at just how good.  Some of them could be 
on the covers of, or in, magazines.  You think I’m 
exaggerating?  Come see for yourself.

The winners will select their own prizes.  If 
you have entered a picture in the contest and don’t 
expect to be at the meeting, you should designate 

See ‘Photo Contest’, page 2
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President
   Gwen Sandlin-Rolape                 (407) 306-1801

Vice President
   Al Wileden                                    (407) 356-8954

 Secretary
   Shelly Hayes                                (407) 275-6365

Treasurer
   Ralph Rolape                               (407) 306-7075 
   
Director at Large
   Marie Frank                                  (407) 356-8256

Board of Directors
 
   Dean Hayes                                 (407) 306-3288

   Ron Mann                                    (770) 793-0927

   Jim Streeter                                 (407) 356-2337

Committees

Activity
   Mike McCleskey                          (407) 273-6655
Camera
   Mike McCleskey                          (407) 273-6655
Communications
   Bill Paskert                                  (407) 356-2290
Equipment
   Don Russ                                     (407) 356-1064
Meetings
   Open                                                                      
Membership
   Ralph Rolape                               (407) 306-7075
Merchandise
   Marie Frank                                  (407) 356-8256
Photo Contest
   George McGuire                          (407) 677-4242
Safety and Training
   Warren Musacchia                      (407) 306-2773
Webmaster
   Dean Hayes                                 (407) 306-3288

Your Officers and Staff

Photo Contest, from page 1

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

We’ll meet at the Big Apple Buffet, which is lo-
cated at 198 S. Semoran Blvd (SR 436) in Orlando 
[phone (407) 382-7220].  It's just north of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the west side of SR 
436, behind the Sonic Burger drive-in restaurant.  
The price is $8.99 for the regular buffet (includ-
ing sushi) and $11.49 if you want crab legs, clams, 
and oysters. There are tons of things on the buffet 
- Mongolian barbecue, Oriental, fried chicken, and 
Italian, along with salads and dessert!

someone to act as your proxy in selecting a 
prize.  If you don’t, a CLUB member will act as a 
proxy for you.

Mark your calendar and plan to come out to see 
the beautiful photos and congratulate the talented 
winners on Tuesday, the 11th.

Think about it . . .
Tech diver image from the Jupiter Dive Center web site
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Come to Our Holiday Brunch!
We will celebrate our annual Holiday Party on 

Sunday, December 7th at Dubsdread.

Our holiday BRUNCH will take place at 
Dubsdread Golf Club,

549 West Par Street, Orlando, (407) 246-2551.

As always, this will be an entertaining and fun event.

We will also have another exciting gift exchange.  Each person should 
bring a wrapped gift worth around $10 (really!).

Suggested gift items: fish or critter-related, SCUBA, or gag gift.
Hint: Give a gift you would like to receive.

The party starts at 10:30 AM with brunch at 11:00 AM
Call Marie early, attendance is limited!

To allow plenty of time for our gift exchange, attendance is 
limited to 30 partiers.

Cost is $20 per person.

For reservations and more info call 
Marie Frank at (407) 356-8256
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Tim Cates
Aquaculture in 

Puerto Rico
At our October meeting, Tim Cates gave us a 

presentation about his diving in Puerto Rico and his 
aquaculture (lobster ranching?!) business there.

Tim is the 
CEO and Busi-
ness and Market-
ing Manager of 
Boriquen Aqua-
culture Inc., 
capitalizing on 
his business 
background 
including a B.S. 
degree in Management.  Interestingly, he was an en-
gineering program manager for Lockheed and Ray-
theon Defense Contracting on missile systems.  He 
has owned and managed three separate businesses 
prior to Boriquen Aquaculture.  Tim served 12 years 
active duty in the Navy as P-3C flight engineer.  He 
is a U.S. Coast Guard Merchant Marine Captain for 
100 ton ships.  He is a PADI certified rescue diver, 
who’s been diving since 1976. Tim has lived in 
Puerto Rico for 3 years as owner operator of Casa 
Verde resort (www.enrincon.com). Tim’s favorite 
thing to do . . . Make Things Happen!

Boriquen Aquaculture is located in Rincon, 
Puerto Rico.  It provides top-notch aquaculture 
product operations and services, with great custom-

er support.  It is strategical-
ly located, ensuring maxi-
mum growth with a mini-
mum ecological footprint.  
Situated next to the Mona 
Passage where the Atlantic 

and Caribbean meet, it enjoys perfect year-round 
water temperatures with essential currents that 
provide excellent water quality.  From a logistics 
standpoint, Puerto Rico is central to the four quad-
rants of the earth, a convenient location for shipping 
anywhere in the world.  And if you need training for 
your divers from open water to dive master includ-
ing Nitrox, Tim can do that, too.

From Undercurrent, October 2003

Uwatec Recall: As we reported in August; 
Scubapro has recalled 6,000 Uwatec SmartPRO and 
SmartCOM computers, telling owners that once 
they return the faulty units it will take 90 days for a 
replacement.  That’s bad news for any diver headed 
out to dive.  Spokesperson Cynthia Georgeson told 
Undercurrent that the replacement time has been 
less and when divers “required a computer sooner, 
we have worked diligently to ensure they had the 
computer they needed when they needed it.”  She 
suggests that anyone with an urgent need for a 
replacement should call 800-808-4948 to request 
priority service. The reader who notified us of the 
problem, Paul Stewart of Newton, MA, sent his 
computer off the first week of September. As we go 
to press in early October, he has yet to hear from 
Scubapro.
Damn, Are You the Envy: In preparation for a new 
TV show, the British Broadcasting System surveyed 
20,000 citizens to identify the 50 experiences they 
want to have before they die.  And yours are at 
the top: 1: Swim with dolphins.  2: Scuba dive on 
Great Barrier Reef.  4: Go whale-watching.  5: Dive 
with sharks.  13: Escape to a paradise island.  29: 
Explore the Galapagos Islands.  What beat whale 
watching and diving with sharks?  Flying on the 
Concorde.  Number 50, by the way, was to go polar 
bear watching.
Bonaire Theft: As we’ve reported many times, if 
you leave valuables in your car when you’re beach 
diving in Bonaire, expect them to be gone when you 
return.  In fact, thieves even hit hotel parking lots 
these days.  Here’s a new twist, reports subscriber 
David SmedJey (Rialto, CA), which occurred on his 
trip this June.  ‘The punks cut your gas line to steal 
your gas, because of a locked gas cap.  So remove 
the locked gas cap.  Cheaper to buy gas then pay for 
cut gas line, which insurance doesn’t cover.”

"Seabiscuit"
Sent in by Jim Streeter
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See ‘Curacao’, page 7

Habitat Curacao
August 30 through 
September 6, 2003

Our group met at the Dutch Caribbean Airlines 
gate at Miami Airport.  The 13 of us were divided 
between two dive clubs.  MDC members were 
George and Pat McGuire, Bob and Linda Iacovazzi, 
Chuck Brown, and Grace and Phil Hampton.  The 
KSC Barracuda members were Dick and Nancy 
Schealer, Phil and Grace Hampton, Ruth Ganter, 
Joan Stuart, Terry Keeney, and Steve Bussy.  It re-
ally is 13. Grace and Phil get to be listed with each 
club.

Dutch Caribbean Airlines departed and arrived 
on time, and we were met and ushered through cus-
toms by the bus transport people that took us to the 
Habitat Curacao by way of the super market.  The 
Habitat is 35 minutes out of Williamstad.  Checking 
in at the desk, finding our rooms and getting a bite 
to eat is about all we accomplished on Saturday.

After buffet breakfast, we all met for orientation 
at the dive shop.  We chose a gear locker and did 
our first dive of the week off the dock.  Here, the 
water is only 7-feet deep, and you swim through the 
shallow water to the edge of the wall.  A long rope 
from the dock marks the way to the wall and down 
to 70 feet, so it is easy to find one’s way during day 
or night diving.

In the afternoon, we enjoyed the first of the 12 
boat dives included in our package.  During the 
week, most of us saw eels, frog fish, sea horses, and 
familiar reef fish (although less frequently than in 
Bonaire); however, turtles were spotted on almost 
every dive.  One pair of turtles was seen together, 
playing, fighting, wooing, or mating.  We didn’t ask; 
we just watched.  One day a large pod of dolphin 
entertained us.  The boat captain and dive guide 
invited us to join the dolphins with snorkels, which 
was great fun.

All of this diving information is hear-say.  On 
the second dive of the first day, I had a reverse 
squeeze from which I developed a small tear in my 
eardrum.  The doctor assured me it would heal fine 
. . . IN A WEEK!!  . . . and confined me to dry dock 
for the rest of the trip.
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Life and Diving in Egypt
I started my trek on September 11th flying from 

at Orlando at 7:30 p.m. to Memphis, Tennessee, and 
then Memphis to Amsterdam.  I arrived in Amster-
dam at 1:30 p.m. on September 12th.  Unfortunate-
ly, my flight to Cairo was not until 7:30 p.m. so I 
wandered the airport going through all the duty-free 
shops and having California rolls and green tea at 
a Japanese restaurant in the center of the airport.  I 
then got on a plane to Cairo and arrived there at 1:
30 a.m. on the 13th.   Mike Gracey, the CLUB’s 
roving dive reporter in the Middle East, was waiting 
for me at the airport with a driver and also an expe-
ditor to make it easy for me to go through customs.

Our driver took us to the Cairo Hilton Hotel.  A 
driver is definitely needed in Cairo.   Traffic there is 
really an experience.   Would you believe the driv-
ers do not use their headlights at night?   There are 
no traffic lights and no stop signs.  There are traffic 
cops here and there.   Being a traffic cop is prob-
ably the most dangerous job in Egypt . . . to “try” to 
stop traffic in an intersection.  There may be lanes 
marked on the street, but drivers fit as many cars 
they can in the “two” lanes.   No one automatically 
has the right of way; that privilege must be claimed 
either by arriving at the spot first or by virtue of 
having the bigger and heavier vehicle.  Mike called 
it the “tonnage rule.”  I would not like to drive in 
downtown Cairo.  Cairo is definitely a major city. 

The first day Saturday, Mike took me to the 
Hard Rock Café in Cairo on the Nile and then to the 
Cairo Tower across the Nile.   In the evening, our 
driver took us to meet a manager in the compound, 
Abdel Wahab, and to the Khan al-Khalili bazaar.   It 
is a famous bazaar on every visitor’s itinerary, and 
has streets of vendors of gold, silver, real and artifi-
cial gemstones, brassware, copperwear, leather, ivo-

ry, perfumes, and carpets.  Bargaining is expected 
from the merchants.  This was very hard for me to 
do.  I got a few frowns from Mike and Abdel when 
I did try to do some shopping on my own.  Abdel 
was there to rescue me a few times.  Abdel took us 
to a wonderful restaurant called Naguib Mahfouz 
Restaurant (named for one of the famous writers in 
Egypt) where we had traditional local food.  It is in 
the center of the Khan and you are very surprised 
when you walk in from the streets.  It is a beauti-
ful restaurant inside with wonderful woodwork and 
brass top tables.  All the food was excellent.

On the 14th, we walked over to the Egyptian 
Museum, which was behind the Nile Hilton, and 
spent the morning looking around two floors of 
randomly set Egyptian statues and sarcophaguses.  
Most of them you can actually touch.  On the sec-
ond floor are the treasures of Tutankhamun.  There 
were three separate gold sarcophaguses for the 
young king plus his famous, beautiful gold death 
masks.  Then Mike and I paid extra and went into 
the Mummy Room containing the mummies of Ah-
mose I; Amenthtop I; Tuthmosis I, II, and II; Seti I; 
and Ramesses II and III.  They were in temperature-
controlled glass cases.  It was amazing to see.

On the same day after lunch at TGI Fridays on 
the Nile (Mike was trying not to get me sick by not 
eating in the local eateries), we then went to Maadi, 
a suburb of Cairo which had beautiful apartment 
buildings with beautifully landscaped streets.  It was 
very modern and shows a definitely foreign pres-

'Trip' report by Marie Frank
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See ‘Egypt’, page 8

ence.   We then went to a crystal factory.  We spent 
hours there.  Mike and our driver were very patient 
with my shopping.

On the 15th, we went to the Pyramids of Gizah, 
the only one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World still intact.  Our driver took us to the bluff 
where Mike negotiated for two camels to take us 
for a closer picture of the pyramids.  We were led 
to a beautiful bluff with the pyramids in the back-
ground.  We then came back to our cars with Mike 
and I sharing a camel back and then we drove over 
to the pyramids and went into the Solar Boat Mu-
seum.  This is a dismantled cedarwood boat  which 
was uncovered in 1954 and is now reconstructed 
and housed in a museum.  I then went to the Great 
Pyramid of Khufu, the largest in Egypt and actually 
touched it!  We then got in our car and went further 
down to the Sphinx, statue of a lion and the face of 
King Khafre.  It is definitely suffering badly from 
wind erosion and air pollution but still amazing to 
see.  We ended our trip to the pyramids with lunch 
at the Mena House Hotel, enjoying the view.

On the 16th, I asked to go to the crystal factory 
one more time before heading to the compound on 
the Delta to do a little more shopping.  I tried to 

make it quick.  We then headed to the compound 
but first stopping for lunch in Heliopolis, a suburb 
of Cairo, at a Chili’s!  We were then on our way to 
the compound which is probably about 1 to 1-1/2 
hours from Cairo.   On the way, the driver took the 
road where the Tomb of the Unknown Solider at 
the Sadat Memorial stands, along with the guards 
guarding the tomb.

The actual compound where Mike lives is locat-
ed in a rural area with rice paddies, which you still 
see the use of mules and carts.  We spent two nights 
at the compound for me to recuperate and Mike to 
go to work.  The small compound had a pool, small 
gym, bar and recreation area, and a small store.  
There were little villas side by side on two streets 
for the army and contractors.

On the 18th, we drove through the Suez Canal 
underwater tunnel to get to the Sinai.  It was a 5-
hour drive through desert and mountains to get to 
Sharm el Sheikh at the tip of the Sinai and Red Sea.  
We stayed at a beautiful hotel called the Movenpick 
outside the main drag.  The town itself has beautiful 
resorts planted near the Red Sea waterfront in the 
middle of nowhere.   We did 2 days of boat diving 
on the 20th and 21st.  Their boat diving consisted of 
leaving about 9:30 a.m. and doing two dives in the 
morning, anchoring and resting with a hot meal, and 
then doing an afternoon dive.  We usually didn’t get 
back to the docks until 5 or 6 p.m.   The boats were 
yachts changed into dive boats.  The boats had a 
few levels with a beautiful air-conditioned cabin for 
our lunch and dive breaks.  Nice boats!  The reefs 
were all beautiful.   One of those days we did a 
famous dive area which was called Ras Mohammed 
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National Park.  There were many varieties of fish 
and they were in abundance.  I never saw so many 
clown fish and lionfish.  It was amazing. 

On the 22nd, we drove 1-hour north on the Sinai 
through the desert and mountains and headed to 
Dahab on the Gulf of Aquba.  We had a day of rest at 
the Swiss Inn.  I think we were the only Americans 
at this hotel.  It was all Germans.  I heard it is only a 
5-hour flight from Europe to Egypt.

On the 24th and 25th we did some shore diving.  
Two dives on the 24th and three dives on the 25th.  
We had to drive 3 or 4 miles on a dirt trail to get to 
the dive sites.  When you got to the dive site and put 
your dive gear on and headed into the water, it was a 
little rough to get in, you needed hard-sole booties to 
trek through the stones to get to the water, but once 
you got in far enough you can float a few feet and be 
on a great dive site.  The diving was great, as usual in 
this area.   On the Canyon dive site, we went through 
a reef and I counted five or six lionfish in one loca-
tion.  It was amazing.  They were beautiful.  We also 
did a shore dive that was right on a blue hole.   On 
that dive, I came out of the water and had to wait for 
some camels to go by before getting to the truck!

On the 26th, we went through the Sinai desert 
and mountains to head back to Cairo.  It took over 5 
hours to get back to the compound.   Here I relaxed 
and started packing to head back to the States.  Mike 
worked a few days so I went into Cairo with Jim 
Lewis’ wife, Debi, to do some more shopping.  (Jim 
is another Lockheed Martin employee.)  The same 

evening Debi had a large group of people for dinner 
for Mike and I.  It was really a nice gathering.

The vacation was ending and I was back at the 
Cairo airport at 1 in the morning to catch a 3:30 
morning flight to Amsterdam on the 29th.  From 
Amsterdam, I went to Detroit and then headed to 
Orlando at 5:30 p.m. on the same day.  It was a long 
day of flying.

I was in Egypt for 16 days, and Mike made sure 
I saw a lot in those few days.  Between the pyra-
mids and diving, it went by too fast.  He tried his 
hardest to make sure that I didn’t get sick (a com-
mon thing in Egypt).  You cannot drink the water 
there, so when you order water in restaurants, they 
always bring it to you the water in bottles.   Mike 
had a case of water in his truck for drinking and for 
brushing your teeth.   I came back healthy and did 
not get sick.

It was definitely an experience.  It was very 
different from the United States.  I did learn a few 
Arabic words:  Shukran (thank you), Minfadlak 
(please), and Shea (tea).  You don’t realize how 
good we have it here.   I didn’t realize it, but Egypt 
is a military state so all you saw was military bases.   
I never saw so many guns and military planted 
everywhere.  There were a lot of checkpoints.  You 
can drive a mile or two on a dirt trail to go diving 
and run into a checkpoint with military and guns 
where you always had to have your passport ready 
to show.  Fortunately, I still felt safe under those 
circumstances.  The majority of Egyptians were 
very friendly.  I enjoyed my trip to Egypt and ready 
to go back!!

Mike - Are ready for me????
Marie Frank
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MDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: http://www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at getting 

articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please get them 
to me in one of the following ways:

•  Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text 
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

•  E-mail at work: william.paskert@ lmco. com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•  Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

Curacao, from page 5

The Habitat resort boasts a distinct lack of hot 
water and water pressure and is far from any center 
of activity on the island.  But as promised, there is 
much less current at the dive sites on this end of the 
island.  The warm water and runoff nutrients had 
produced an algae growth, which detracted from the 
beauty of the otherwise healthy reef. 

Other than Grace and the other non-divers in our 
group, nobody missed a single boat dive. The dive 
operation was well run, and dive guides and boat 
captains were helpful and courteous with the excep-
tion of one who managed to annoy nearly every-
body. 

Outstanding accomplishments include:

George McGuire who got the most dives, 20.

Terry Keeney, Joan Stuart, Chuck Brown, and 
Steve Bussy get the Party Hearty award.

Ruth Ganter demonstrated outstanding stamina for 
keeping up with the partying singles.

Linda Iacovazzi won out as best and most fre-
quent shopper.

Phil and Dick Schealer get the criminal-envi-
ronmentalist award for freeing a pair of green 
morays from a fish trap.

Bob Iacovazzi should receive a stamina award for 
full days of diving AND shopping with Linda.

As a group, we pretty much agree that this is 
not top on our RETURN TO resort, list but we all 
had a very good time.  We enjoyed the diving and 
each other.  On-time flights, no lost luggage, smooth 
sailing through security and customs were all just 
added perks.

Grace Hampton



MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’November 2003 10

MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-200 ESC
609 Heron Bay Drive
Orlando FL 32825
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Upcoming Events
November 11       Meeting: Photo Contest - George McGuire

December 7          Meeting: Holiday Party BRUNCH - Marie Frank

January 13           Meeting: TBD

Fantasy Fest ‘Flash’ Report
All hands are safely accounted for after many 

MDC members and friends undertook the annual 
pilgrimage to Key West for Fantasy Fest 2003.  
As always, there are many incriminating stories, 

photos, and memories.  Once again, our MDC crew 
led the parade down Duval Street for the Saturday 
night Twilight Fantasy Parade.  Stay tuned for next 
month's newsletter for full coverage, or show up at 
the November meeting and get the news firsthand. 
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