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At our April 13th meeting, John Shimkoski, from 
Scuba World, Central Florida’s Oldest Scuba Shop, 
has offered to give us a brief reminder presentation on 
diving medicine, accidents, DCS, prevention, etc.  He 
also has a 15-minute DAN video to show us.

Scuba World’s roots in this community go all the 
way back to the days when sporting goods stores were 
the only place to find swim and SCUBA equipment. 
Jim Hollis, who owned Scuba World since 1969, sold 
the business to John Shimkoski in September, 1998.

April Meeting

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

We’ll meet at Joe’s Crab Shack, which is lo-
cated at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Orlando 
[phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 (the 
East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 436, 
between Pershing and Gatlin.  

Dues Are Due 
2004 - 2005 CLUB dues were due April 1, 

2004. Please make your check for $20 payable to: 
Martin Dive Club.  Avoid the $10 late fee and pay 
me at the April monthly meeting or mail your check 
to: 

 Ralph Rolape
 609 Heron Bay Drive 
 Orlando FL 32825. 

Or send it in Lockheed Martin company mail: 

 Ralph Rolape
 ESC MP 200. 

John Shimkoski, Scuba World, on Diving Safety

John was born in South Florida and after spending 
over 25 years in the US Army settled here in Orlando, 
where his wife, Heidi, was born.  John learned to 
dive in the late 1960s while on a summer vacation to 
Freeport, Grand Bahamas.  In 1976, he took a formal 
PADI training certification course.  John was trained 
as a US Army Special Forces combat diver in 1979 
and continued to expand his diving knowledge by 
becoming a diving  supervisor, diving medical techni-
cian, and diving instructor in the US Army Special 
Forces diving community.  He also instructed scuba 
diving  for the YMCA and is currently a NAUI in-
structor trainer.
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Your Officers and Staff

President's Column
Ahoy Mates, 

Are you ready for some DIVING?  I hope so, 
the schedule is out and the diving has begun for 
2004!  The officers, directors, and general members 
voted last meeting to continue with our ‘sister’ dive 
club providing more opportunities for diving.  We 
also have another ‘sister’ dive club in Marietta, 
Georgia, (Lockheed Martin) willing to join us in of-
fering additional opportunities.  These opportunities 
along with MDC activities should give us all a good 
variety for diving.  Make sure you join us at Joe’s 
Crab Shack for more details.

Also, the CLUB Bylaws are now published and 
have been delivered via email to the general mem-
bership!  If you do not have email and would like a 
hard copy, please get this request to myself or any 
of the officers or directors. 

We are continuing to work on our new “Op-
erations Guidelines.”  We hope to have a draft of 
this document for presentation at our April general 
meeting.  We would like the general membership to 
assist in working on increasing our MDC member 
discounts.  Although these discounts do not have to 
be diving related, we would like to get a fair amount 
of the local and non-local dive shops to participate.  
So next time you are in getting your tanks filled, ask 

Activity Committee

your shop if they would be willing to participate.  In 
turn, they will get additional patronage from CLUB 
membera and our monthly newsletter.  

  See ya at the April meeting, ‘til then . . . 
Fair Winds and Following Seas,

2004 Activity Schedule 
In this issue, you will find the hot-off-the-press-

es final version of the 2004 Activity Schedule.  By 
the time you are reading this, we are already well on 
our way to a great year of activities and diving, with 
the Chili Cook-off and the Manatee trips behind us.  
Please look it over carefully, since I integrated some 
trips lead by our sister club, the KSC Barracudas.

Highlights of this year’s activities include 
international trips, a liveaboard dive trip to the Dry 
Tortugas, Florida Keys trips, Pompano and West 
Palm Beach area trips, shore diving opportunities, a 
camping outing, and even a cruise!

Beware - trips are filling FAST.  Don't hesitate 
to get a deposit down on the trip of your choice so 
you don't miss out on the fun!

So count your vacation days, raid the savings 
account, and LET’S GO DIVING!!!!! 

Mike McCleskey
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2004 MDC Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Cost

Apr 23 - 25
Fri - Sun

Camping in St Augustine - Tent camping by the beach 
Friday and Saturday nights, pot-luck cookout Saturday 
night, explore America’s oldest city; optional dive in 
Marineland Aquarium (additional $65)

Ralph Rolape
407-380-5021 (home)
407-306-7075 (work)
ralph.e.rolape@lmco.com

$55/camp-
site; 8 

campers max/
site

Apr 23 - 25
Fri - Sun

Key Largo - Ocean Point Suites, 2-bedroom 2-bath condo 
with kitchen; diving available for $55 per boat trip, Nitrox 
and Spiegel Grove dive available.

George McGuire
407-677-4242
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

$115 room 
only, plus 
$55/dive

May 14 - 16
Fri - Sun

Ocean-Festival - Two nights in Tropic Ranch Resort, 
breakfasts, dinner Saturday night, 1 day admission & 
transportation to Ocean-Festival, unlimited shore diving 

Bill Paskert
407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$110

May 29 – 30
Sat - Sun

West Palm Beach - Two 2-tank dive trips with Rampage 
Diving Charters, one night in hotel with pool, microwave, 
refrigerator, continental breakfast Sunday

Mike McCleskey
407-808-6453
mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

$120

Jun 3 - 6
Thu - Sun

Dry Tortugas Liveaboard - Ultimate Getaway, a 100 ft 
Super Cruiser, air conditioned; Florida’s most remote 
diving, departs from Ft Myers, 2 1/2 days diving, all 
meals, snacks, up to 10 dives/day, Nitrox available

Gwen Sandlin-Rolape
407-380-5021 (home)
407-306-7075 (work)
GwenFXSTD@cfl.rr.com

$550

Jun 18 - 20
Fri - Sun

Looe Key - 2 nights at Parmer’s Resort, breakfast, 2 days 
of 2-tank dives with Underseas Inc, tanks included

Marie Frank
352-242-1102
marie.s.frank@lmco.com

$190

Jun 19 - 20
Sat - Sun

Pompano Beach – South Florida Diving Headquarters
KSC Barracudas - Len Shaffer

321-453-6522
lshaf23500@aol.com

$150

Jul 3 - 10
Sat - Sat

Bonaire
KSC Barracudas - Beth Shaffer

321-453-6522
bbshaffr@aol.com

$1100

Jul 10 - 11
Sat - Sun

Pompano Beach - Two 2-tank dive trips with Seahorse 
Charters, one night in Paradise Beach Resort, breakfast 
Saturday

Phil Carter
386-426-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$130

Jul 23 - 25
Fri - Sun

Venice Beach - Dive from the shore for fossilized shark 
teeth, 2 nights in hotel, breakfast Saturday & Sunday, 
optional boat dive

Wendy McCleskey
407-273-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

$70

Jul 24 - 25
Sat - Sun

West Palm Beach - Rampage
KSC Barracudas - Phil Stasik

321-455-2221
stasik@cfl.rr.com

$110

Jul 28 - 29
Wed - Thur

Lobster Dive
KSC Barracudas - John Lawlor

321-459-3374 
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$100

Jul 30 - Aug 2
Thu - Sun

Bahamas Cruise - Depart Port Canaveral aboard the 
Sovereign of the Seas, double occupancy, visit Nassau 
and Coco Cay

Shelly Hayes
407-275-6365
shayes01@earthlink.net

$380

Aug 6 - 8
Fri - Sun

Key Largo Photo Trip - Two nights at Kelly’s on the Bay, 2 
days of 2-tank diving with AquaNuts, refrig & microwave 
in room, breakfast, tanks & weights included

Mike McCleskey
407-808-6453
mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

$180

Aug 6 - 7
Fri - Sat

Lobster Dive
KSC Barracudas - John Lawlor

321-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$100

Aug 21 - 22
Sat - Sun

West Palm Beach - Rampage
KSC Barracudas - Phil Stasik

321-455-2221
stasik@cfl.rr.com

$110

Sep 4 - 11
Sat - Sat

Cozumel Mexico - Scuba Club Cozumel, 3 meals/day; 2 
boat dives/day, unlimited shore diving; round-trip air from 
Orlando; includes everything but alcohol & souvenirs! 

Marie Frank
352-242-1102
marie.s.frank@lmco.com

$1,150

Oct 29 - 31
Fri - Sun

Fantasy Fest - Experience Key West’s wildest Halloween 
celebration, 2 nights at Sugar Loaf Lodge Resort, 
Saturday night Twilight Fantasy Parade, no diving

Mike McCleskey
407-808-6453
mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

$170

Nov 13 - 14
Sat - Sun

Deerfield Beach – Reefs and Wrecks
KSC Barracudas - John Lawlor

321-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$125

mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Keys Weekend
April 23 - 25, 2004

Several two-bedroom condos have been reserved at 
Ocean Pointe Suites 

www.oceanpointesuites.com/

Each condo has three beds and a convertible couch; 
we will put three singles or two singles and a 
couple in each condo; the price for two nights lodg-
ing is $115 per person, including tax. 
The condos also have two bathrooms, a full kitch-
en, and a living room; also, Ocean Pointe has a 
large pool
Total lodging charge: $115 per person, due no later 
than the CLUB meeting on April 13, 2004

Dive with Conch Republic Divers
Stay at Ocean Pointe Suites

Taking 12 divers
Discounted prices for dive trips have been arranged 
with Conch Republic

http://conchrepublicdivers.com/

Conch Republic prices:
$55 per trip (see below) with air & weights, 
$47without
Nitrox is available for $5 per tank
Conch Republic will fill your tank with Nitrox for 
$8
Spiegel Grove trip $10 additional fuel charge

There will be opportunity for nine dives:
Friday afternoon trip  - 2 dives
Saturday morning trip - 2 dives
Saturday afternoon trip - 2 dives
Saturday evening trip - 1 dive
Sunday morning trip - 2 dives

Dive as often or as little as you like
Each diver will pay Conch Republic individually
Tipping is at each diver’s discretion

$45 deposit due at sign-up
Contact: George McGuire
9811 Lake Georgia Dr.
Orlando FL 32817
(407) 677-4242
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

These pictures were taken on 
last year’s trip
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All sites include electric and water.  Sites will ac-
commodate tent or trailers. Saturday night we’ll 
have a potluck cookout dinner; we’ll supply the 
main dish.  
There are plenty of activities for everyone including 
fishing, kayaking and canoeing.  The park boasts 
a broad beach flanked by sand 
dunes and a lagoon bordered by 
rich tidal marshes.  A hardwood 
forest of ancient wind-swept 
oaks was in its youth when Juan 
Ponce de Leon landed nearby.   
For more information check out:
www.floridastateparks.org/anastasia

Camp and Dive Trip
Anastasia State Park

April 23 - 25

Where: Anastasia State Park, located off A1A, just 1.5 
miles from historic St. Augustine 

Plan: Camp Friday and Saturday night; $55.00 per 
site, max 8 people per site 

Dive: Marineland Saturday optional $65 per person 
Reservation: Need to sign up by Friday March 26th.  
Contact: Ralph Rolape, home (407) 380-

5021; work (407) 306-7075, e-mail 
ralph.e.rolape@lmco.com 

Optional Dive Excursion 
on Saturday April 24th with advance reservations.
Snorkel or SCUBA dive in Marineland’s 450,000-
gallon Oceanarium with loggerhead and green sea 
turtles, stingrays, nurse sharks, and hundreds of 
magnificent fish, including grouper, spadefish, black 
drum, and red fish.  Water temperatures in the winter 
remain a comfortable 70º F.

Whether experienced diver or first-time snorkeler, 
enjoy easy access, calm water, and awesome marine 
life in 11 to 18 feet of natural ocean water, super-
vised by certified professionals.  Your family and 
friends can watch all the action from the surface or at 
any of the numer-
ous underwater 
observation win-
dows.  Plus, you 
can purchase an 
underwater camera 
in our gift shop to 
record your adven-
ture.

A snorkel dive is $35 plus tax and includes 
the use of mask, fins, and snorkel. Snorkelers may 
bring their own equipment.  Wetsuits rent for $10. 

A SCUBA dive is $65 plus tax and divers must 
bring their own gear and certification card.  Young 
adult divers with a junior certification must be 
accompanied by an adult certified diver.  For more 
information, see www.marineland.net.

Sign up for the 
waiting list!
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Relax at the Tropic Ranch Resort.  Ef-
ficiencies, cable TV, phones, and pool
www.tropicranchresort.com

Ocean-Festival & Beach Dive 
May 14 - 16 
in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea

Last Year’s 
Photo Contest Winners
Entry Level, Novice!!

- Largest dive trade show that South 
Florida has ever seen 

- Food and beverage vendors 
- Live music and free seminars 
- Over $20,000 in prizes and raffles! 
- Photo Contest 
- SCUBA and snorkeling introduction
- Music and free seminars 
- Underwater diving demonstration
- A portion of the proceeds benefit 

numerous ocean-related non-profit 
organizations

- www.OceanFest.com 

Chill out’ on the beach!  Dive at your 
own pace and just walk into the waves 
behind your motel room! 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea is blessed with 
two close-in reef lines that are an easy 
swim from the beach.  We’ll dive in 
groups with a flag on a float, but the 
schedule is flexible.

Cost:  $110; Deposit: $50, due by May 1st
Includes: 1-day admission to Ocean-Festival & trans-

portation; MDC-supplied breakfast and fried 
chicken Saturday night dinner on patio. 

Tanks and weights are not included, but are available 
from a nearby dive shop

Rates are based on double occupancy
Contact: Bill Paskert h(407) 678-5311, w(407) 356-2290, 

wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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2-tanks Saturday afternoon with Rampage Diving Charters 
(www.palmbeachdiving.com) 

One night in Super 8 Motel - 
Pool, refrigerator, microwave, continental breakfast

2-tanks Sunday morning with Rampage 
Late checkout from hotel 

 

West Palm Dive Trip
May 29 - 30, 2004 

$120
$60 deposit due May 11
balance due by May 21

Contact: 
Captain Mike McCleskey

(407) 808-mike
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com



MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’April 2004 8 MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ April 20049

Dive the Ft. Lauderdale area!  Two coral reefs 
run parallel to the shore at depths of 40 and 60 
feet.  These reefs lie about a mile off shore.  Ship 
wrecks lie between and beyond the reefs.  Inhab-
itants include just about every fish and critter in 
Paul Humann's series of books.  We will be diving 
from Seahorse Dive Boat  (www.diveseahorse.com/

index.html).  Seahorse’s Captain Mike's favorite reef 
dives are Crab Cove and the Sanctuary north of  
the Hillsboro Inlet and Anglin Reef, Mike's Twin 
Ledges, and the Pompano Drop Off south of the 
inlet.  Captain Mike's favorite wreck dives are the 
Ancient Mariner (72 ft), the Mercedes (97 ft), the 
Captain Dan (110 ft), and the Rodeo 25 (130 ft).

The Seahorse Dive Boat operates from the Para-
dise Beach Resort in Pompano Beach, which could 
hardly be more convenient.  The Resort straddles 
A1A, one part of it is on the Atlantic Ocean and the 
other on the  Intracoastal Waterway.  Check it out 
at: www.paradisebeachfl.com/index.html

We plan to do a 2-tank dive on Saturday after-
noon, 27 March (boat  leaves at 2:00 pm).  The next 
morning we will do another 2-tank dive (9:00 am). 

We'll stay one night at the Paradise Beach 
Resort (www.paradisebeachfl.com) featuring beach 
front location, restaurant with ocean-front dining, a 
tiki bar, outdoor pool, tennis, a 24-hour front desk, 
laundry and valet services, no-smoking rooms and 
facilities, limited room service, safe-deposit box, 
and cable television.

The trip price is $130.  A $50 deposit is due 
June 21th.  The balance of $80 is due July 5th.  
Contact:

Phil Carter
phil.carter@lmco.com

pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Daytime (407) 306-7081
Evenings (386) 426-0466
Anytime (386) 314-5910

Rental tanks are available through the  dive 
boat.  Tanks with air are $9.50 each, with Nitrox 
$15 each.  Getting the tanks filled on Sunday morn-
ing before departure for the morning dive should 
not be a problem because the local dive shop opens 
an hour before boat  departure.

Pompano Beach Dive
July 10-11, 2004
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Take Home Shark Teeth, Whale Teeth, or 
Even Mastodon Teeth!

Find Fossils 4- to 8-Million Years Old!

Dive into the Past with Us on 
July 23 - 25 in Venice, Florida  

The trip includes beach dives, 2 nights 
at Holiday Inn, Venice - big pool, fitness center, 

volleyball, restaurant and lounge
Unlimited beach diving for 

fossilized prehistoric shark teeth 
 Breakfast a-la MDC both mornings

Optional boat dive with Florida West Coast 

The price is $75,
$23 deposit due June15, 

balance due July 13.
Contact 

Wendy McCleskey at (407) 273-6655

Check Out Venice On Line  
http://venice-fla.com/capital.htm

Shark! (Tooth) Diving in Venice
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The last weekend of February found 15 MDC 
members and friends congregated in Crystal River, 
Florida, to brave the 74 degree waters of King’s Bay 
in pursuit of the endangered Florida Manatee.  Most 
participants congregated Friday night at the local 
watering hole for some good, fresh fried seafood 
and conversation.  Luckily most of us had finished 
eating by the time the karaoke cranked up, so we 
ran for the exit.  Note: Crystal River has apparently 
never been recognized for its talent pool of enter-
tainers. ;^) 

Manatees in Crystal River

Early Saturday morning we were greeted by a 
jolly, but concerned Capt Marty at Bird’s Under-
water Tours.  Bird’s has been in business in Crystal 
River for almost 10 years, and they had NEVER 
seen the water level as low as it was that morning.  
Their boats that had been tied up the night before 
(floating) were now largely high and dry.  After a lot 
of help from some neighboring boats to tow Bird’s 
boats into the water from where they sat, and after 
a thorough briefing and informative video presenta-
tion, we were ready to get underway.  Due to the 
low water level, the only option was for us to pro-
ceed directly 
to the main 
spring area.  
Capt Mike sure 
was glad that 
Marty was at 
the helm; we 
saw several 
boats that had 
run aground 
on the shallow 
sand bars. 

As the morning wore on and the water level 
rose, we were able to make it in to the Three Sisters 
spring area, where we found five or six more mana-
tees, either sleeping or playing with the snorkelers.  
Everyone enjoyed the beautiful scenery of the area, 
and we even got to play with some tiny flounders, 
not much bigger than a coin.

Above all, Bird’s Underwater and Capt Marty 
did their usual outstanding job of taking care of us.  
We got a beautiful video of the trip which is avail-
able for loan and I’m sure will appear on the big 
screen at a CLUB meeting in the near future.  Now, 
let’s get on with some warm water diving . . .

Captain Mike McCleskey

Once in the water at King’s Spring, every one 
got all the face-to-face, up-close interaction they 
could have asked for with at least a dozen friendly 
manatees who seemed glad to see us.  While the wa-
ter is not as clear here as some of the other locations 
around the area, I’m sure we will see lots of good 
photographs from this trip.
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Using state-of the-art high-definition television 
equipment and techniques, viewers are transported 
to a wondrous world portrayed from the point of 
view of a molecule of water.  Pease and noted 
explorer and filmmaker Wes Skiles dynamically 
track the cave diving team of Tom Morris and Jill 
Heinerth through the varied landscape of Florida.  
Skiles and Pease scramble through some startling 
locations including industrial parks, restaurants, 
bowling alleys, golf courses, and urban landscapes, 
while Morris and Heinerth negotiate claustrophobic 
squeezes and glorious underwater vistas below.

Through the series of dives, viewers learn that 
their daily activities directly affect the quality and 
quantity of groundwater available to them.  Over 
8 billion gallons of water a day burst forth from 
Florida’s springs - one of the densest concentration 
of springs on the planet.  At one time, it was thought 
to be an endless supply, but now the demands of 
man are starting to exceed availability.  Worse yet, 
the quality of that water is declining.

MDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at getting 

articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please get them 
to me in one of the following ways:

•  Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text 
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

•  E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco. com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•  Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

"Water’s Journey: Hidden Rivers of Florida"
At our March 9th meeting, we saw a fascinating 

video about the Florida Aquifer.  Joanne Rowley 
acquired the documentary after its appearance on 
local public broadcast channel recently.  WCEU-TV 
Channel 15 presented "Water’s Journey: Hidden 
Rivers of Florida," a new high definition adventure 
documentary.

When people think about cave diving, they 
usually cringe with nightmarish visions of claustro-
phobic blackness.  They imagine a sport for an elite 
clan of tough, macho adrenaline junkies.  But what 
few people appreciate is the dynamic structure of 
underwater caves and what they mean to people on 
the surface.  Underwater caves by their very nature 
are transport mechanisms for groundwater — and 
that’s where most people get the water they drink.

The stygian world beneath our feet is an ab-
stract one for most people to visualize.  When asked 
where their drinking water comes from, most would 
reply “the faucet.”  But a new technology developed 
by radio-magnetics expert Brian Pease is finally al-
lowing people to see the active relationship between 
cave systems and society’s activities above.  This 
technology is being highlighted as a key component 
of Water’s Journey.

Editor's note: If you have an idea for 
a program for an upcoming meet-
ing, please pass it on to one of the 
officers so we can follow up on it.
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-200 ESC
609 Heron Bay Drive
Orlando FL 32825
(407) 306-5020
www.martindiveclub.org

Upcoming Events
April 1                   Dues Are Due

April 13                 Meeting: John Shimkoski, Scuba World

April 23-25            St. Augustine Camping & Marineland Trip: Ralph Rolape

April 23-25            Keys Trip: George McGuire 

May 11                  Meeting: to be announced

May 14-16            Ocean-Festival Trip: Bill Paskert Dues Are Due 

Lockheed Marietta Scuba Trip

The following is an excerpt from an email from 
the trip coordinator of the SCUBA club at Lock-
heed Martin Aeronautics in Marietta, Georgia.

Hi Phil,

I am the trip coordinator for the LM scuba club in 
Marietta.  Ron Mann joined our group and told us 
about your club.  He passed out your club news-
letter and I saw the Pompano beach trip you had 
planned.  That date wasn’t good for us so I called 
Capt. Mike [Halpern] to plan a trip for us June 4 - 6.  
He said your trip was cancelled due to weather this 
weekend.  If any of your divers would like to join 
us in June they are more than welcome.  Just have 
them contact me via e-mail.

If you wish I can add you to my list so you will be 
notified of our future trips.  I hope we can dive with 
y’all soon! 
Janice Klaum
rwdallas@surfbest.net  

Pompano Beach, June 4 - 6 (9/80 Friday)
Seahorse Diving - 2-tank dive Friday 2 p.m., 2-

tank dive Saturday 9 a.m.$118 

Paradise Beach Resort - 2 nights (Friday & Satur-
day)

$68.49 (tax included) pp double occupancy
Total - $186.49 pp
If you want to bring your own tanks subtract $19. 
Optional night dive is $49, extra night at hotel 

$68.49 per room.  
The resort is on the beach, and the dive boat is 

right across the street. 
Check out their web site: www.paradisebeachfl.com

Plumed Scorpionfish
Photo by: George McGuire


	2004_apr1.pdf
	2004_apr2.pdf



