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We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

We’ll meet at Joe’s Crab Shack, which is lo-
cated at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Orlando 
[phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 (the 
East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 436, 
between Pershing and Gatlin.

Come join your MARTIN DIVE CLUB friends 
at Joe’s Crab Shack on Tuesday, September 14th, 
to hear about the Florida Aquarium from Dave and 
Fran Grenda, staff and volunteer divers with the 
Aquarium since 1998.  They’re also going to tell us 
about the DIVE! programs at the Aquarium.

Florida Aquarium at Our 
September Meeting!

Dave and Fran have been diving for over 20 
years since getting their certifications in the mili-
tary.  He’s from Chicago and has over 1200 dives.  
She’s from Miami and has over 700 dives.  Since 
retiring, they have volunteered and worked part 
time at the Aquarium.  They’re going to tell us all 
about their ‘Dive with the Sharks’ program and the 
volunteer opportunities at the Aquarium.

The Florida Aquarium serves as a significant 
example of Florida’s commitment to preserving 
native landscapes, ecosystems, historical and ar-
chaeological sites, and ethnic and cultural traditions 
representative of the diverse geography and cultural 
life unique to our state. Opened in March 1995, the 
152,000 sq-ft aquarium tells Florida’s unique water 
story as it follows a drop of water from its under-
ground source to the open sea. It houses over 10,000 
aquatic plants and animals both native to Florida 
and from all over the globe.  It has provided cultural 
enrichment experiences to over 3.5 million residents 
and visitors, including 250,000 school students and 
teachers.

Aquari-
um visitors 
now can 
experience 
Florida’s 
spectacular 
wildlife in 
its natural 
setting. 
The Florida 
Aquarium 
is offering DolphinQuest eco-tours aboard a 64-
foot, 49-passenger catamaran, officially named Bay 
Spirit.  The Aquarium takes its guests out to the Bay 
to see these incredible animals. Tampa Bay is home 

See "Aquarium", on page 3
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President's Column

Hello Fellow Divers,

Another month has slipped by but there is still 
time to get in some bottom time.  The water has been 
warm this year, with no thermoclines that we experi-
enced last year off Pompano and West Palm.  

Last month’s meeting was fun and high energy 
with Ty Sawyer and Lisa Mitchell from Sport Diver 
magazine.  Ty is the editor and Lisa a Sales Associate 
with the magazine and both were quite entertaining.  
Ty has had over 15 years of publication experience 
and 2 years of that with Sport Diver.  His presentation 
was quite informative, and we learned not only infor-
mation about Sport Diver but statistics related to div-
ing in general.  The quiz at the end provided a chance 
for several members and non-members to get prizes 
by answering questions on things that were discussed 
during the presentation.  The Grand Prize was a dive 
package in the Turks and Caicos and was won by 
Karen Streeter.  The meeting was very well attended 
and several new faces were visible in the crowd.  

Several exciting things are on the horizon.  Our 
November meeting will be devoted to the annual 
photo contest so go take those last-minute shots 
before the October 12th deadline for entry.  As the 

holidays approach, the MDC will once again be 
doing a Holiday Brunch at Dubsdread Country Club 
with our “fishy” gift exchange, which is always fun.  
Some of the more coveted gifts are hanging in our 
kitchen.  Wendy will have details in this month’s is-
sue of the Newsletter (a Bill Paskert PublicationTM).  

Speaking of exciting things, I hope everyone 
has had their lives returned to “semi-normal” since 
the visit by Charley.  Hopefully, no one has suffered 
personal injury and the only damage was to those 
things that can be repaired or replaced.  Fortunately 
these types of storms don’t occur too often in Cen-
tral Florida.  Let’s keep our “fins” crossed that we 
don’t see another one for some time to come.   

Anyone seen the movie “Open Water”?  Still 
diving?  Remember to take a sausage, whistle, or 
some type of signaling device.  And by the way, 
pack a lunch.  It might be a bit of wait!

Until next time, see you “down under,”

Al Wileden
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2004 MDC Activity Schedule

Photo Contest Entries Due at 
October Meeting

Get your pictures ready for the Annual MDC 
Photo Contest. This year the judging will be done 
by the famous Stephen Frink (www.stephenfrink.com).  
Stephen Frink is the world’s most widely published 
underwater photographer. With a career spanning 
over two decades, his photos have appeared in a 
wide variety of dive journals and magazines world-
wide, and he has provided stunning imagery for 
hundreds of promotional campaigns.  Let’s show 
him what our CLUB can do!

The deadline is October 12, 2004, and the 
results will be presented and awards given at the 
November 9th meeting.  Any member can enter this 
fun event.  You don’t have to be an experienced 
photographer to enter.  There is a category for ev-
eryone including ‘First-time Entry’.  More to follow 
on the rules next month.

The CLUB has the equipment and the resources 
available to help you capture your underwater ad-
ventures.  If you have any questions or would like 
to enter your photos, please call me at (407) 671-
4870 [home] or (407) 649-2906 [work], or Mike 
McCleskey at (407) 273-6655 [home].  

Thanks!

Cheryl Pizon
Photo Contest Chairperson

Date Event Contact Cost

Sept 25
Sat.

New Smyrna Wreck Dive - Antilles Star, a 165-foot Dutch 
trawler sunk in 80 FSW June 29, 16 miles off Daytona 
Beach; then the 165-foot supply vessel Maxine-D, also 
lying in 80 FSW.  Includes two tanks & tip.

Phil Carter
407-306-7081
phil.carter@lmco.com

$80

Oct 29 - 31
Fri - Sun

Fantasy Fest - Experience Key West’s wildest Halloween 
celebration, 2 nights at Sugar Loaf Lodge Resort, 
Saturday night Twilight Fantasy Parade, no diving

Mike McCleskey
407-808-6453
mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

$170

Nov 13 - 14
Sat - Sun

Deerfield Beach – Reefs and Wrecks
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
321-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$125

Dec 5
Sun

Holiday Party – Brunch and Gift Exchange, 1030 am, 
Dubsdread Country Club; see flyer in this newsletter

Wendy McCleskey
407-273-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

$20 or $35

May 28 - June 
4, 2005

Little Cayman – See flyer in this newsletter Wendy McCleskey
407-273-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

about
$2000

to over 400 bottlenose dolphins. It is also one of the 
best places in Florida to view birds and an abun-
dance of native fish. And all of this wildlife thrives 
in a working, deepwater port, in close proximity to 
one of the fastest growing population centers in the 
United States.

Dive with the Sharks gives you the opportunity 
to SCUBA dive with shark species from around the 
world in our incredible Shark Bay exhibit.  We pro-
vide the sharks and all of your gear for this experi-
ence of a lifetime. This experience will put you up 
close and personal with the ocean’s top predator on 
every dive.  The Dive with the Sharks program is de-
signed to dispel the commonly held myth that sharks 
are man-eaters and to convey a strong conservation 
message to our guests. Essentially, this is an exten-
sion of our very successful and popular dive show 
“Sharks! From Fear to Fascination!”

Aquarium, from page 1

mailto:phil.carter@lmco.com
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New Smyrna Wreck Dive

Saturday, September 25, 2004

Dive the wreck of the Antilles 
Star, a 165-foot Dutch trawler 
sunk in 80 FSW June 29, just 
16 miles off the coast of Day-
tona Beach.  The second dive 
will be on the 165-foot supply 
vessel Maxine-D, also lying in 
80 FSW.

   Sea Dogs Dive Center (http://

www.seadogdiver.com) operates out 
of New Smyrna Beach and is 
located on the North Causeway 
adjacent to Riverview Charlies 
Bed & Breakfast.  Sea Dogs 
operates a 42-foot Newton dive 
vessel and they have an instruc-
tor or dive master in the water 
on every trip.  

  We will check-in from 8:00 to 
8:30 a.m. at the dive shop, and 
depart the dock at 9:00 a.m., 
returning about 2 p.m.

The trip price is $80, including two tanks and 
tip.  Add $10 for Nitrox, subtract $5 for own 
tanks.  A $40 deposit is due by September 3.  
The balance of $40 is due September 20. 

Contact:

Phil Carter
phil.carter@lmco.com

pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

daytime (407) 306-7081
evenings (386) 426-0466
anytime (386) 314-5910
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Contact Mike McCleskey 

(407) 808-6453 

mike.mccleskey@e-Components.com

Experience the 26th Anniversary of Fantasy Fest
Delirious Dreams and Hilarious Screams

It’s almost too late to make plans for Fantasy Fest, October 19 - 31.  This trip always fills up early, and due to the 
popularity of the weekend, we can never get additional space.  The deadline for reservation deposits is the September 

14th meeting.

Fantasy Fest is Key West’s annual wild and whimsical Halloween street fair event. Think Mardi Gras with a Key 
West flair.  MDC has been attending Fantasy Fest almost as long as we have been around.  It has become tradition 

that MDC attendees carry the banner to lead the parade down Duval Street for the Saturday night main event, the Cap-
tain Morgan Fantasy Fest Parade.  There are even pictures of last year’s MDC crew on the Captain Morgan web site!!

This year’s theme, “Delirious Dreams and Hilarious Screams,” offers an amusing dalliance of Key West style delirium, 
promising another  phantasmagoric romp through the realms of the ridiculous.  The CLUB will roll down Duval Street, 
leading the cavalcade of floats, bands and beads.  Bemusing and beloved, the bedlam beckons for you to be here!  Check 

it out on the web at www.fantasyfest.net.

MDC’s trip includes two nights double occupancy in the scenic Sugar Loaf Lodge (www.sugarloaflodge.com), beads, the 
annual Saturday morning “Hangover Invitational” carpet golf championship, and picture opportunities that are guar-
anteed to be worth blackmail money from your friends for years to come.  The trip costs $170 per person, and an $80 
deposit holds your reservation.  For more information, call Capt Mike at (407) 808-6453, or ask almost anyone at the 

next CLUB meeting.
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MARTIN DIVE CLUB 

Holiday Party

Sunday, December 5, 2004

Brunch - 10:30 AM

Join us for a wonderful brunch at the Dubsdread Country Club 
and participate in our infamous fish-related gift exchange.  The 

brunch will include Eggs Benedict, Omelet Station, French 
Toast, Bacon, Sausage, Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, Grilled Veg-
etables, Fresh Fruit, Rolls, and Dessert.  Mimosas and Bloody 

Marys will be available at a cash bar for $2.

The first 30 CLUB members who send in their check will pay $20 for the par-
ty.  The CLUB will subsidize the rest of the meal.  Non-member guests and 
anyone after the 30 members will pay $35 so get your reservations in now!

Be on the lookout for your gift exchange item (one per person 
attending). Going to Key West for Fantasy Fest, or driving by 
your local dive shop? Pick up a $10 gift that has something to 

do with diving or a fish-or-ocean motif.

Bring your $20 to the September meeting, or mail it to me:

Wendy McCleskey
1814 Billingshurst Court
Orlando FL 32825-8437

Questions?  Call Wendy at (407) 273-6655Questions?  Call Wendy at (407) 273-6655Questions?  Call Wendy at (407) 273-6655Questions?  Call Wendy at (407) 273-6655
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LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT

MAY 28 - JUNE 4, 2005
Plan ahead for this excellent trip run by the Martin Dive Club and KSC Barracudas.

The trip will include RT airfare from Ft. Lauderdale, (same-day connection in Grand 
Cayman to Little Cayman), three gormet meals per day, 17 boat dives per week on 

Newton boats, round trip transfers, and taxes.  Many of us will be making our sec-
ond, third, or fourth trip to this resort so you know it’s a good one!

The price will be $2000 (+ or - depending on slots sold and airfare).  Current airfare 
has not been established.  Price is based on double occupancy.

A $125 fully refundable deposit will hold you a place on this trip, which is sure to sell out early.  19 of the 33 
slots are already gone!  We will keep you updated on a more exact cost, when more money is due, and when 

your deposit is no longer refundable.

We have experienced trip coordinators cooperating in the planning and execution of this popular trip.  

Contact either:

Grace Hampton (407) 737-8999
gracphil@palmnet.net

2330 Treymore Drive, Orlando FL 32825

0r

Wendy McCleskey (407) 273-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

1814 Billingshurst Court, Orlando FL 32825

For more information on the resort, check out:

www.littlecayman.com
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Morays, ‘Cudas, and Sharks, Oh My!
And we got it all on film at the first annual MDC Photo Trip

On Friday afternoon as I was heading south 
across the Card Sound bridge, the words of fel-
low MDC member Chuck Brown rang through my 
head, “What was Mike thinking planning a trip to 
the Keys in prime hurricane season and on opening 
day of lobster season?!”  I had originally planned to 
do the trip one weekend later, to get past the lob-
ster rush, but pulled it in to better coincide with the 
beginning of the school year.  At this point, I can 
look back with certainty and feel glad the timing 
worked out as it did.  The lobster season rush was 
minimized thanks to the fact that we were diving 
within the confines of the no-take zone of John Pen-
nekamp Park, and if we had waited one week later, 
we would have been evacuated due to Hurricane 
Charley.  I’ll take luck any day . . .

A total of 20 MDC members and friends gath-
ered around Kelly’s on the Bay Resort for diving, 
underwater photography, slide shows, key lime pie, 
cocktails, sunsets, seafood, and fabulous camarade-

rie the weekend of August 6 - 8.  Most of us dove 
both Saturday and Sunday mornings, enjoying rela-
tively calm seas and exciting underwater scenery.  
All the CLUB’s underwater photography gear was 
on hand and free for use by anyone.  Every cam-
era went on every dive, plus an amazing array of 
personal photo gear, yielding some very impressive 
photos.  Our group was fortunate to see multiple 
sharks, giant free-swimming morays,  multiple spot-
ted eagle rays, and more various reef critters than I 
can record here.

Kelly’s on-site dive operation, Aqua-Nuts, 
runs a two-tank dive trip aboard each of two large, 
comfortable Newton custom dive boats.  Gear was 
prepped on the dock, then loaded on the boat as 

Caption
Credit

Na, na, na, . . . you can't touch me!
Bill Paskert

Capt Mike simulating his photo subject
Bill Paskert

Camera Chaos
Mike McCleskey

Scorpionfish
Mike McCleskey

See 'Photo Trip', page 9
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names were called for role call. The DAN ID tag 
system was used to ensure all divers were safely ac-
counted for.  The boats were equipped with first aid 
kits, DAN oxygen kits, and emergency save-a-dive 
supplies.  Cold drinking water was available always 
and oranges were sliced for after-dive treats.  The 
boats had separate camera and mask rinse bins, and 
two freshwater shower heads for rinsing off. 

Both Saturday and Sunday morning dives were 
done in the Molasses Reef area in approximately 30 
feet of water with dives lasting up to an hour.  Tanks 
and weights were included in our package, and 
Aqua-Nuts was very good about offering smaller 
tanks for several of our members who requested 
them. 

We met as a group for dinner Saturday night, 
followed by a gathering at the hotel to watch slides 
from past trips, prints and digital photos from the 
morning dive, and discuss photo techniques.  We 
shared key lime pie, leftover beer, and margaritas.  
A good time was had by all.

After Sunday’s dives, some members met for 
lunch, but most got a start on that long drive home.

It was wonderful to see so many of our mem-
bers taking advantage of the camera resources that 
the CLUB has available and even more exciting to 
see the results that most came back with!  I hope 
to see all of those shots again soon in the Annual 
Photo Contest . . .

Captain Mike McCleskey

Photo Trip, from page 8

Phil and Grace on the way . . . 
Bill Paskert

Dean, Shelly, George, Mike, and Hal
Bill Paskert

Unknown crustacean
Mike McCleskey

Cuda in the mist . . . 
Bill Paskert
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Abandoned Divers, What to do, 
How to Prevent

The Boat 
* Check out the boat and boat captain before div-

ing 

o Ask questions about rescue action plans 

o Ask about the history of the motor 

o Ask about the credentials of the crew 

o Ask about the system for counting heads 
(Names!) 

* Find out if the boat has a functioning radio 

o Request to see and hear it function 

o Ask who they call for assistance 

* Be alert to location of the nearest land 

The Dive 
* If a drift dive, listen carefully for instructions, 

stay with the group 

* Check for current, tide and wind conditions; 
imagine yourself out of sight of the boat 

* Always start your dive by swimming upcurrent 
after orienting yourself 

* Develop navigational skills. See http://
www.scubadiving.com/training/instruction/
navigation/ 

Equipment possibly helpful 
* Inflatable Sausage 

* Reflector 

* Whistle or other noise maker 

* Slate 

* Line 

Hazards of being left behind 
* Dehydration and thirst 

* Hypothermia 

* Severe sunburn and immersion injury 

* Marine animal injury 

* Drowning 

Things to do 
* Inflate BC 

* Drop weights, preserving belt 

* Inflate sausage 

* Flash reflector (Someone might see it, even 
though you can’t see them) 

* Blow whistle 

* Write time, approximate location and speed of 
current on your slate 

* If you swim, swim diagonally with the current 
toward any known dry land. 

* Stay with others involved. Use a tie up method 
using empty weight belt or other straps. This 
gives a larger target for searchers. 

* Remember that there will be rescue attempts 
and searchers. 

‘Seven Steps to Survival’ 

Survival at sea depends on the recognition that 
you are in danger of losing your life. There are com-
monly described “seven steps” to survival that may 
make a difference in the outcome of some rather 
terrible situations. Even an accident fairly close 
inshore in cold water can quickly lead to hypother-
mia and drowning. The seven steps to survival are: 
recognition, inventory, shelter, water, food, signals 
and play. Of course, flotation is a prerequisite for 
any survival after only a short time in the water. 
Other factors come into play, the most important of 
which is unmeasurable, “the will to live”. 

The seven steps to survival include recognizing 
that you are in peril and realizing that what you are 
wearing constitutes a form of shelter. Use signals 
in the form of mirrors, flares, colored objects or 
waving arms, suits or objects about to attract atten-
tion. Finally, “play” comes into action as you have 
memories, fantasies, prayer, tell jokes and get rid of 
your anger. 

Dive Medicine Online

Safety and Training

Contributed by Warren Musacchia
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Sport Diver - Ty Sawyer and Lisa Mitchell - at August Meeting!

MDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:

•  Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text 
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

•  E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco. com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•  Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

In other CLUB business, we welcomed many 
guests and our newest member, Doug Juul.  We 
talked about recent and upcoming trips, and gave 
various committee reports.  In the 50-50 Raffle, 
Pam Rousseau won $34.  

On Tuesday, August 10th, Ty Sawyer and 
Lisa Mitchell from Sport Diver magazine 
(www.sportdiver.com) spoke to us on travel, explora-
tion, changing trends in the dive industry, and the 
nature of the PADI Diving Society and diving cul-
ture.  Ty is the editor and Lisa a Territory Manager 
with the magazine, the official publication of the 
PADI Diving Society.

An avid diver for 25 years with more than 5,000 
dives, Ty has traveled the deep blue world exten-
sively, logging time in virtually every body of water 
except the Arctic and Antarctica.  An award win-
ning and widely published writer, he has been the 
Editor of Sport Diver for 2 years. Prior to that, he 
served as Editor of Skin Diver and Discover Diving.  
He has been in the dive publishing industry for 15 
years.  A Fellow of the prestigious Explorers Club, 
he has also been involved in several ground-break-
ing dive expeditions, including a recent adventure 
to dive blue holes deep in the jungles of Papua New 
Guinea.

Lisa was inducted into the Women Divers Hall 
of Fame in 2001.  She became a certified diver in 
1970 and has made her love of the sea a life long 
pursuit.  Since 1976 she has worked in and on the 
sea as a dolphin trainer, scuba instructor, boat cap-
tain, and resort operation manager/owner (in the Ca-
ribbean and the U.S.).  Lisa is an inaugural recipient 
of SSI’s Platinum Pro 5000 award (1993) and a 
PADI Master Instructor.  Recent career and educa-
tional pursuits include an MBA from the University 
of Central Florida.

Ty and Lisa spoke about the role Sport Diver 
and the PADI Diving Society are playing in the 
diving culture, and described many features of both.  
The also gave many statistics about divers and these 
key trends:

1) Optimistic rise in dive travel, particularly 
closer to home

2) Trend towards “soft core” dive travel and the 
family markets continue to grow.

3) Travel to portions of Asia and Indonesia, and 
the Red Sea still down for US dive travelers

4) Notable distant destinations that enjoy steady 
flow of US dive travelers: Australia, New 
Zealand, Fiji

5) New certifications are up from 2003.  Most 
active age and income group are baby boom-
ers for Sport Diver. PADI reports an average 
age of new certifications of 28 years old.

In addition to many prizes of hats, shirts, 
and subscriptions, they donated a grand raffle 
prize of a Turks and Caicos dive package with 
Captain Wayne Hall’s operation Ocean Vibes 
(www.oceanvibes.com) in Provo (Providenciales), 
toll free (888) 682-5687.  Karen Streeter was the 
happy winner.
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Upcoming Events
Sep 4-11      Trip: Cozumel, Marie Frank and Wendy McCleskey

Sep 14         Meeting: Florida Aquarium, Tampa

Sep 25         Trip: New Smyrna Wreck Dive, Phil Carter

Oct 12          Meeting: Galapagos Island Photos, George McGuire

Nov 9           Meeting: Annual Photo Contest, Cheryl Pizon

Dec 5           Holiday Party: Brunch & Gifts

Orlando Sentinel, Saturday, July 10, 2004 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

When was that hurricane? 
Site knows

WASHINGTON - Remember Hurricane Hazel 
drenching the Northeast?  Was that 1953 or 1954?  
Well, now it’s easy to find out, thanks to the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s 
Historical Hurricane Tracks Web site.

It’s a detailed site that requires an up-to-date 
Web browser, but once there, visitors can search 
150 years of hurricanes by storm name, ZIP code, 
place name and even latitude and longitude.

“As growth on our shores continues unabated, 
the need for people who live and work on or near 
the coast to be prepared for hurricanes and tropical 
storms becomes even more urgent,” said David L. 
Johnson, director of the National Weather Service.

Margaret Davidson, director of the NOAA 
Coastal Services Center, pointed out that “by look-
ing at the site’s population graphs, you can see that 

major hurricane activity has been relatively light 
in the past 40 years, while the population along the 
coast has increased dramatically in many areas.”

MORE ONLINE 
hurricane.csc.noaa.gov/hurricanes

Interesting Sights on the Web
Wanna Get Away . . . ?

Get away from it all (virtually) at this great site!  
Any island you could imagine is listed here with 
maps and information: World Atlas, Islands of the 
World

Surf to: worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/io.htm

Wanna Know More about that Fish?
Check out FishBase, a  global information sys-

tem with all you ever wanted to know about fishes. 
FishBase is a relational database with information 
to cater to different professionals such as  research 
scientists, fisheries managers, zoologists and many 
more.  FishBase on the web contains practically all 
fish species  known to science.

Surf to: www.fishbase.org


