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Manatee Snorkeling Trip 
February 11 - 12, 2005 

Kick off the CLUB’s 20th Anniversary Year with MDC as we embark on our annual trek to Crystal River, 
Florida, to snorkel with the endangered West Indian Manatee.  This is a great way to follow-through on that 
New Year’s resolution we all make to do more diving in 2005.  While this isn’t really diving, it is a lot of fun, 
even for those unfortunate family members and friends who may not be certified divers.

We’ll snorkel Saturday morning, February 12th.  The trip includes a hotel room (double occupancy) Friday 
night, breakfast of champions (donuts, coffee, and juice), and boat charter including a professional captain who 
will document the day with a video, which will be available for purchase.  Again this year, we will be sailing 
with Bird’s Underwater and Captain Marty who has treated us so well for the past 3 years.

The cost for all this fun is only $75 per person, $5 less than last year!  (How does he do it?)  For more infor-
mation, call Capt Mike McCleskey at (407) 808-6453, or to reserve your spot, mail a check made out to Mike 
McCleskey at 1814 Billingshurst Court, Orlando FL 32825.  This trip is limited to 15 snorkelers and is expected 
to sell out, so don’t delay!
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President's Column

Hello Fellow Divers,

“Happy New Year” to everyone!  I hope all of 
you had a Happy Holiday season and maybe even 
got in some diving.  I know Santa was at Weeki 
Wachee springs for the underwater Christmas tree 
decorating and maybe some of you joined him.  
Let’s hope that 2005 brings some good diving and 
no hurricane visits from Mother Nature. 

The Holiday Party was a great success and was 
enjoyed by many CLUB members.  The brunch was 
excellent, and the gift exchange fun for everyone.  
If you didn’t make it last year, plan on attending this 
year.  

Rather than a regular CLUB meeting this month, 
the January meeting will be devoted to planning the 
dive activities for the upcoming year.  All mem-
bers are invited to join the Board at Joe’s Crab 
Shack on the 11th to begin the planning process.  
If you have some good ideas of places to dive, 
please bring them with you to the meeting or send 
them to a Board member or our Activity Chair-

person, Mike McCleskey.  Mike’s email address 
is mike.mccleskey@e-components.com.  I am sure 
there are some unique places that some of you have 
found over the past year that would be of interest 
to the Club members.  Remember, this will be the 
20th Anniversary of the MDC, so let’s make sure we 
make it a dive year to remember.  

As most of you know by now, we lost a valued 
Club member over the Holidays.  Bob Grapentine 
passed away suddenly in mid-December.  Bob had 
served as President of the CLUB for 2 years, and 
will be missed.  The CLUB made a donation to the 
Orange County Task Force, which Bob had vol-
unteered with for 11 years; and in lieu of flowers, 
donations were requested by the family.  Let’s all 
take time and remember Bob and his family in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

Again, please join us for the upcoming dive 
planning meeting at Joe’s on the 11th.  

Until next time, see you “down under”,

Al Wileden
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First Place Winners

Underwater, Normal or Wide Angle - Print
Two French Angels

Phil Hampton

Underwater, Normal or Wide Angle - Slide
Dive Buddies
Phil Hampton

Underwater, Close up and Macro - Print
Cozumel Crab

Bill Paskert

The ‘best of our best’ photographers were recog-
nized at our November 9th meeting.  Cheryl Pizon, 
our Photo Contest committee leader, showed us who 
shot what and announced the results of the judg-
ing.  Twenty members submitted 94 photos for your 
viewing pleasure.  Several new members tested the 
water with ‘first-time entries.’  

This year the judging was done by the famous 
Stephen Frink (www.stephenfrink.com).  Stephen 
Frink is the world’s most widely published under-
water photographer.  With a career spanning over 
two decades, his photos have appeared in a wide 
variety of dive journals and magazines world-wide, 
and he has provided stunning imagery for hundreds 
of promotional campaigns.

Our members' photos were really good.  You’d 
be surprised at just how good.  Some of them could 
be on the covers of, or in, magazines. See for your-
self with the following first-place winners.

The CLUB would like to especially thank our 
sponsors who graciously donated goods and/or 
services to help make our event the success that it 
always is.  Major donors included Stephen Frink, 
Jupiter Dive Center, Sea World, Conch Republic 
Divers, Florida Aquarium, Divers Direct, Ikelite, 
Sport Diver magazine, TooJays restaurant, Travel-
ers Insurance, Wet N Fla, Scuba Radio, and Darden 
Restaurants.  Please make an effort to support these 
businesses for their generosity (over $1300 in total 
prize value).  The following pages display the first-
place winning photos.  They’re also linked to our 
web page at:  http://www.martindiveclub.org.

Annual Photo Contest 
Results

Member Madness
4 Hollow Heads

Wendy McCleskey
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Photo Contest, 2004

First Place Winners
(cont)

Above Water, Dive Related
Galapagos Sealion

George McGuire

Unusual Subject or Behavior
Menage a Trois

George McGuire

Underwater, Fixed Focus
Trumpetfish

Chuck Brown

Underwater, Close up and Macro - Slide
White Frogfish
Phil Hampton

First Time Entrant
Trunkfish

Patsy Kennedy
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Photo Contest, 2004, Top 3 Prize Winners
Category - Title or description Entrant Place
Underwater, Normal or Wide Angle - Print

2 French Angels Phil Hampton 1
Octopus Blending Bill Paskert 2
Happy Manta Jim Kennedy 3

Underwater, Normal or Wide Angle - Slide

Dive Buddies Phil Hampton 1
Scrawled Filefish Phil Hampton 2
Up for Air Mike McCleskey 3

Underwater, Close-up and Macro - Print

Cozumel Crab Bill Paskert 1
Seahorse Bill Paskert 2
Open Wide! Chuck Brown 3

Underwater, Close-up and Macro - Slide

White Frogfish Phil Hampton 1
Basket Starr Mike McCleskey 2
Pygmy Filefish Mike McCleskey 3

Underwater, Fixed Focus

Trumpetfish Chuck Brown 1
Blackbar Soldier Fish Al Wileden 2
White Spotted Filefish Al Wileden 3

Unusual Subject or Behavior

Manage a Trois George McGuire 1
Strange Bedfellows Bill Paskert 2
Batfish Chuck Brown 3

First Time Entry

Trunkfish Patsy Kennedy 1
Nassau Grouper Bob McNatt 2
Sea Turtle Bob McNatt 3

Above Water, Dive Related

Galapagos Sealion George McGuire 1
Blue Booby & Darwins Arch George McGuire          2
Ultimate Getaway Jim Kennedy 3

Member Madness

Four Hollow Heads Wendy McCleskey 1
THIS Big! Mike McCleskey 2
Ultimate Getaway Cheryl Pizon 3
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LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT
MAY 28 - JUNE 4, 2005

Last chance for this excellent trip run by the Martin Dive Club and KSC Barracudas.

The trip will include RT airfare from Ft. Lauderdale, (same-day connection in Grand Cayman to Little Cay-
man), three gourmet meals per day, 17 boat dives per week on Newton boats, round trip transfers, and taxes.  

Many of us will be making our second, third, or fourth trip to this resort so you know it’s a good one!

LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT HAS GOOD NEWS
Most of the fury of the hurricanes missed Little Cayman island.  The Little Cayman Beach Resort had some 
damage to the dock, one boat, and a few rooms but will be repaired and running smoothly in plenty of time.  

This means that the trip of MDC and KSC Cudas on May 28 through June 4, 2005 will be on track.  And our 
trip is ‘Before Hurricane Season 2005.’ 

The other good news is there has been an additional discount so the trip will cost $1850 per diver, and non-
divers will get an additional discount.  We are looking for one couple to round things out.  Unsold slots will 
be subject to cancellation by January 31st, 2005, unless we have your deposit of $125 by then. The balance is 

due in March.
Step on up and get some diving in while the weather is good.  If you have a non-diver spouse or travel 

companion, the Little Cayman Beach Resort is a great place to relax on a tropical island without a bit of 
hassle: three great meals a day, a workout room and library, a pool and hot tub, a sandy beach in sun and/or 

shade, a great gift shop, bikes to use.  And all this within walking distance of a small town, iguanas, and 
birding. 

The flight will be out of Ft. Lauderdale with a same-day connection out of Grand Cayman.  

Contact either:
Grace Hampton (407) 737-8999

gracphil@palmnet.net

2330 Treymore Drive, Orlando FL 32825
or

Wendy McCleskey (407) 273-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

1814 Billingshurst Court, Orlando FL 32825

For more information on the resort, check out:

www.littlecayman.com

LAST CHANCE
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Holiday Party in December 2004
The annual MDC Holiday Party was filled with 

good food, good friends, and lots of gift swapping 
and stealing.  We ate made-to-order omelets and 
eggs benedict until we were ready to pop, drank 
bloody mary’s and mimosas until it was time to 
switch to coffee, and traded gifts so many times we 
all got  dizzy (or maybe that was the mimosas).  

The most popular gifts were: fish-shaped plates, 
hand-painted fish wine glasses, a fish candle holder, 
a lobster kitchen set with a bottle of wine, and some 
risqué diver coasters.  A great time was had by all, 
and we even did some trading after the gift ex-
change was over.  

Keep an eye out during the year for your nauti-
cal gift for this year’s party! 

Wendy Dubsdread Country Club
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was creating the smooth texture of rubber so as not to 
scratch a dolphin’s skin,” said Bridgestone spokesman 
Shinichi Kobori.  Bridgestone began working on the fin 
in 2003, but several samples were either too heavy or 
loose for Fuji, which is 271 centimeters (nine feet) long 
and weighs 227 kilograms (500 pounds).

“Only after we created the lightest fin in August 
2004, we received a call from the aquarium that Fuji 
finally jumped,” Kobori said.  The latest fin is kept 
in one piece by bolts. Kowami, the aquarium worker, 
said putting on the artificial fin was anything but easy.  
“When she saw the artificial fin for the first time, she ran 
away.  She was so scared of the object.  It took us five 
months to make her get used to the artificial fin. Now she 
is perfectly fine with it,” he said.

Bridgestone said the artificial fin was given to the 
aquarium for free, but that it cost the company about 10 
million yen (95,000 dollars).  The company has yet to 
receive any request for an artificial fin or leg for other 
animals but spokesman Kobori said Bridgestone is open 
to such requests.  “We make tires; we specialize in foots 
of sort. If we see offers, we will consider them,” he said.

Dolfin, from page 9

Oooo   ahh! Pass it around

Three generations of divers
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MDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:

•  Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text 
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

•  E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco. com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•  Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

Member Contributions

Safety and Training

Contributed by Warren Musacchia

Bad News . . . Good News . . .
Serious Injury: How not to approach a dive boat.

This incident happened during George Mc-
Guire’s dive off Jupiter on Saturday, November 13, 
2004.

The afternoon was beautiful, warm, and sunny.  
Diving conditions were excellent: mild seas, 81°F 
water, 60 or more feet of visibility, and lots of large 
lobsters.  Twelve people were drift diving the reef 
off Jupiter.

The dive boat was picking up divers as they 
completed their dives.  Some were already on 
board; others were bobbing about in the water.  
The boat was stopped to allow a pair of divers to 
climb on.  As soon as they did, it started up to go 
get someone else.  All at once there were screams 
for help.  A diver was on the surface about 30 feet 
behind the boat with blood swirling about him.

We pulled him onto the boat and discovered that 
his hands were badly cut.  His right hand had a deep 
gash in it that was bleeding profusely.  His left hand 
was cut to the bone between thumb and forefinger 
and also bleeding heavily.

He had approached the boat from below its 
hull while it was recovering divers.  The two div-
ers climbing on did not see him.  The boat driver 
could not see him.  When the boat started up to go 
after other divers he was very close to the stern but 
under the boat.  He apparently threw his hands up 
in a protective gesture and they were caught by the 
propeller.

The lesson to be learned: don’t come up under 
the boat.  Surface a reasonable distance away from 
it and don’t approach the stern until you know the 
people on board have seen you.

This combo picture released by 
Japanese tiremaker Bridgestone 

shows a dolphin named Fuji 
jumping out of the water with the 
world’s first artificial rubber fin at 
an aquarium in Japan’s southern 

island of Okinawa.(AFP/HO-
Bridgestone)

Disabled dolphin jumping again with world’s 
first artificial fin

Thu Nov 18,12:07 PM ET

TOKYO (AFP) -  Fuji, a mother dolphin that lost 75 
percent of her tail due to a mysterious disease, is jump-
ing once again with the help of what is believed to be 
the world’s first artificial fin.  The 34-year-old dolphin 
held at Japan’s largest aquarium in the southern island of 
Okinawa wears the rubber fin for about 20 minutes a day 
allowing her to jump and to swim at the same speed of 
other dolphins.

“We are very grateful. Although she can swim 
without the artificial fin, the speed is very slow and she 
certainly cannot jump without it,” said Masaya Kowami, 
a breeder at Okinawa Churaumi Aquarium.  “Visitors 
have told us she looks happy,” he said.

Fuji initially rejected the artificial fin, which in its 
current version weighs two kilograms (4.4 pounds) with 
a width of 48 centimeters (20 inches).  The breeders de-
cided not to keep Fuji’s fin on all day fearing that it may 
fall off and be eaten or destroyed by other dolphins.

Fuji was stricken by a mysterious disease causing 
necrosis - the death of cells - in 2002. To save her life, 
veterinarians had to amputate three-quarters of her tail 
with an electronic surgical knife.  “Her physical mobil-
ity fell sharply after the amputation. She got tired easily 
as we often saw her resting,” 
Kowami said.

Weeks after the surgery, 
a veterinarian at the aquarium 
asked his friend at Bridgestone, 
Japan’s largest tiremaker, for 
help.  “The most difficult part 

See ‘Dolfin’, page 8
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Upcoming Events
Jan 11          Meeting: 2005 Activity Planning

Feb 8           Meeting: Machu Picchu & Galapagos - George McGuire

Feb 12         Snorkel Trip: Manatees in Crystal River - Mike McCleskey

Mar 8           Meeting: Cambrian Foundation - Amy Giannotti 

2005 Activities Planning
There will be a Trip Coordinator Training and 

Planning session on January 11, 2005.  Anyone who 
has any interest at all in planning and/or running a 
trip or event, or anyone who even has an opinion 
about the kinds of trips and events they’d like to see 
next year is highly encouraged to attend.

We'll discuss the basics of planning and run-
ning an event for MDC, so do not be intimidated if 
you’ve never done anything like this before.  MDC 
has plenty of folks who have done this many times.  
They can help make the process quite easy.  And, as 
a trip or activity coordinator, you get a DISCOUNT 
on your trip . . . how does that sound as all those 
Holiday bills start rolling in?

We’re also looking for input on places you’d 
like to go, places you’d like to avoid, types of activ-
ities you like, things you think may be missing from 
our Activities Schedule, or anything else you’d like 
to express an opinion about.  This is your chance 
to shape the future of the Greatest Little Dive Club 
around.  I’d like to hear from each and every one 
of you because I want to produce the best possible 
calendar for 2005.

We will meet at our regular day and time (Tues-
day, January 11th, at 7:00 pm), and at the usual 
place, Joe's Crab Shack.  Contact Mike McCles-
key at (407) 808-6453, or mike.mccleskey@e-
components.com.


