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Machu Picchu and Galapagos Islands

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

February Meeting

Come join your MARTIN DIVE CLUB friends 
at Joe’s Crab Shack on Tuesday, February 8th, to 
experience George McGuire’s slide show of his 
fantastic trip to Peru and Ecuador. In his words:

About a year and a half ago while on a dive 
trip, Susan Rauckman (a CLUB member who lives 
in Marathon) and I were talking about places we 
would like to dive . . . someday . . . if we could. As 
we talked, we discovered that the Galapagos Islads 
were on both our dream lists. So, we decided to go. 
And, while we were about it, wouldn’t it be great to 
add a side trip to Machu Picchu? After all, since we 
were going to be in Ecuador anyway and since it’s 

in Peru, the next country to the south, it wouldn’t 
be too costly to add it. So Machu Picchu got added 
to the trip. In July of last year, we made the trip. At 
Tuesday’s meeting it will be my pleasure to share 
with you a selection of pictures from the trip.

George McGuire
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President's Column

Hello Fellow Divers,

Well, another month has slipped by and 2005 is 
up and running.  Hope that the cold hasn’t kept you 
out of the water, but if it has, warmer times are a’ 
coming.  I spoke to a fellow diver, not a Club mem-
ber, on a recent trip back from Baltimore. There is 
not too much diving to be had there (quarries and 
such) and what there is, is not what we have on a 
bad day here.  He was somewhat jealous, but then 
again, he and his family were on their way to a 10-
day Caribbean cruise with dive excursions.  Who 
was jealous then?

Our January meeting was a planning session 
with several members and the Board coming up 
with dive trips that will hopefully be of interest 
to the group and help celebrate the 20th Anniver-
sary of the MDC.  Our Activities Chairperson will 
outline the dives we have planned at the February 
meeting, so be sure and attend and be the 1st in line 
for signing up for some great dives.

Our first dive of the season will be a trip to 
Crystal River to see the “Gentle Giant,” the endan-
gered West Indian Manatee.  OK, so it’s not a dive 
trip, but a great snorkel trip and one that family 

members and friends, who are not certified, can join 
in the fun.  The trip is scheduled for February 11-
12; see Mike McCleskey for details and payment.

We are still meeting at Joe’s Crab Shack, so you 
know where we’ll be on February 8th.  Our program 
will be presented by our own George McGuire, who 
will be presenting his trip to Machu Picchu and the 
Galapagos so please come out and hear and share 
some of George’s adventures.

Until next time, see you “down under.”

Al Wileden

Prickly Shark from Tsunami Depths
Photo from the Internet
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Manatee Snorkeling Trip 

February 11 - 12 
Kick off the CLUB’s 20th Anniversary Year with MDC as we embark on our annual trek to Crystal River, 
Florida, to snorkel with the endangered West Indian Manatee.  This is a great way to follow-through on that 
New Year’s resolution we all make to do more diving in 2005.  While this isn’t really diving, it is a lot of fun, 

even for those unfortunate family members and friends who may not be certified divers.

We’ll snorkel Saturday morning, February 12th.  The trip includes a hotel room (double occupancy) Friday 
night, breakfast of champions (donuts, coffee, and juice), and boat charter including a professional captain 
who will document the day with a video, which will be available for purchase.  Again this year, we will be 

sailing with Bird’s Underwater and Captain Marty who has treated us so well for the past 3 years.

The cost for all this fun is only $75 per person, $5 less than last year!  (How does he do it?)  For more infor-
mation, call Capt Mike McCleskey at (407) 808-6453, or to reserve your spot, mail a check made out to Mike 
McCleskey at 1814 Billingshurst Court, Orlando FL 32825.  This trip is limited to 15 snorkelers and is ex-

pected to sell out, so don’t delay!



MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’February 2005 4 MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ February 20055

Ginnie Springs Camping and Diving

March 4 - 6
Come on and let’s get the dust off our equipment!  Let’s get together at Ginnie 
Springs Park in beautiful North Florida!  Tent, truck bed, or camper; it doesn’t mat-
ter.  Nothing’s better than camping out under the stars with good company and cold, 
adult libations around an open fire.

This park offers a lot.  There are seven - count ‘em, seven - springs on the property 
and one of Florida’s prettiest rivers (The Sante Fe) running along one border of the 
park.  Three of the springs (Dogwood, 
Twin, and Deer springs) are lovely little 
swimming holes.  Not much for diving, but 
the kids can have a great time swimming 
and catching bream.  The spring that the 
park is named after is the only cavern dive 

on the property - available day and night to Open Water divers - and is one 
of the most visited sites in Florida.  Little Devil, Devil’s Eye, and Devil’s 
Ear are advanced cave dives.  The park rents tubes, canoes, and kayaks for 2 
hours, half day, or full day.  They have a complete dive shop, including rent-
als, air, and nitrox.  There is a nice bathhouse near the sites with hot show-
ers, a playground downhill from the sites for the kids, and a sand volleyball 
court.  Each site comes with a picnic bench, a grill, water, and electricity.

Saturday morning there will be a communal breakfast.  I will provide 
pancakes, sausages and/or bacon, fruit, milk, orange juice, and coffee.  
Bring along whatever else you’d like.  There will be a pot-luck dinner 
Saturday night full of salads and casseroles - share your favorite.

Saturday morning we’ll go up and register for a day of diving.  The 
fee for diving for the day is $28.89 with tax.  If you choose not to 
dive, High Springs is very close by and offers antique and art shops 
galore.

Costs for camping, food, and fun for the weekend are:

      Under 15 years of age $25 

      Ages 15 and up  $45

All other rentals and info about the park can be viewed at: http://www.ginniespringsoutdoors.com/fees.html

Reservation deadline is February 25.  Contact Bob McNatt at (407) 376-2679 or (407) 366-0664 or rmcnatt@cfl.rr.com 
for more information.
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Dive Bonaire
July 23 - 30 

$1,460 per diver*

Deposit - $200 due at sign-up
Package includes:
 Round-trip airfare Miami-Bonaire
 7 nights at Divi Flamingo Bonaire, “deluxe” rooms
 Full breakfast every day
 6 days of two-tank boat diving and unlimited shore diving, tanks, weights, and 

weight belts
 Rental pick-up truck, one for every four divers

Price does not include:
 Bonaire marine park fee: $25
 Bonaire departure tax: $20

 Tips

Number of divers on trip: 12

Deposit - $200 due at sign-up; deposit is not refundable unless trip is cancelled.

The balance of payment is due 60 days prior to departure.

*See me for non-diver price, and optional priced rooms.
Note concerning restricted air service situation:

At this time there is only one airline serving Bonaire from Florida, American Airlines.  Airline seats are in high demand.  To 
hold our reservations, I need your deposits by February 15.  If you want to go, please get your deposit to me as soon as possible!  
Also, tell me which weeks in August you could go if we lose our reservations.

Coordinator:

George McGuire (407) 677-4242 
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net 

9811 Lake Georgia Drive, Orlando FL 32817
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Flotsam & Jetsam
Give Ivan A Big Wave - After striking Grand 

Cayman, Hurricane Ivan entered the Gulf of Mexico 
and hit the record books with a 52-foot wave, the 
highest wave ever reported during a hurricane, ac-
cording to NOAA’s National Data Buoy Center.  A 
buoy located about 75 miles south-southwest of 
Dauphin Island, AL, reported the 52-foot wave on 
September 15.  In all likelihood, the wave was actu-
ally considerably higher than the 52 feet reported 
because NOAA’s buoys measure wave heights by 
taking an average of the highest third of the waves 
sampled during a 20-minute period.  The single 
highest wave is typically 50 to 80 percent higher 
than the reported average, meaning that Ivan’s re-
cord-breaker may have been as tall as 96 feet.

Undercurrent, January 2005

Undercurrent Online, January 2005

http://www.undercurrent.org

The Wave

Even with all of the footage flooding the media, 
it is still hard to grasp the magnitude of the quake 
and the resulting tsunami.  The toll on humanity is 
heartbreaking, the physical statistics staggering.  It’s 
estimated that the plate on the ocean floor dropped 
98 feet when the quake struck, and the resulting 
shift was large enough to slow the earth’s revolution 
by several milliseconds and made the earth wobble 
as much as an inch on its axis.  Quake watchers are 
investigating claims that the tsunami, which moved 
at speeds up to 500 mph, also shifted the location 
of the island of Sumatra by 100 feet.  To try and 
put the size of the quake in perspective, a seis-
mologist said: “If you take the energy from all the 
earthquakes in the world over the past five years, it 
would be less than what was released in one go on 
that Sunday morning.”

Open Water

Filmmakers Chris Kentis and Laura Lau told us 
they were inspired to write and make their movie, 
“Open Water,” by an article in the pages of Un-
dercurrent.  They now may be inspired to write a 
sequel, “Big Water,” as they just managed to sur-
vive the tsunami in Phuket.  Read more about their 
escape in the January issue, but in the meantime go 
to:

http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/bookpicks.shtml

to grab a copy of “Open Water” just released on vid-
eo.  You not only get the best price Amazon has to 
offer, 100% of the profits go to benefit coral reefs.

Divers and Tsunamis

As divers and travelers, we are routinely con-
fronted with a wide range of dangers we usually 
negotiate with relative ease, but a tsunami is not 
normally a danger we worry about.  That is no 
longer true. Both the Maldives and Thailand are 
diver hangouts, and a lot of us have made personal 
contacts and friends there during our dive trips.   
Some divers were there when the disaster struck, 
and some of them were diving when the wave rolled 
over them.  Their stories are now starting to filter in.  
Check out some of these amazing accounts and our 

unofficial listing of the condition of the resorts and 
dive boats throughout the region by logging onto 

http://www.undercurrent.org/UCNow/

subalertweb1.shtml

Experience Counts

An 80-year-old diver spent 18 hours holding on 
to a floating buoy in the cold, rough waters of the 
Atlantic off the Florida Keys before being rescued.

Ignacio Siberio was spear-fishing at one of his 
favorite spots off Tavernier when he surfaced to 
find that his boat was adrift.  He furiously swam 
after the boat for about three miles before giving 
up, then grabbed a lobster trap’s buoy and watched 
his boat drift away.  Siberio says he survived with 
the help of a wet suit and instincts developed from 
more than 60 years of free diving and spear fishing.   
His words of advice were “You have to concentrate 
mentally in an extraordinary way so that you don’t 
get to the point that the cold, the danger, and the 
fact you are helpless make you quit; when you quit, 
it’s over.”  Good words to remember in the face of 
adversity.
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Walker’s, The Icon, The Way Of Life, The 
Vacation Spot, Throws In The Towel
From an email message forwarded several times.  The author is 

unknown to the editor, and I didn't edit his words.

You have to know how it breaks my heart to pass on 
this information. The inevitable has happened. Yesterday 
I met with all the Top Brass at Walker’s. As of 2:00 PM 
yesterday Walker’s as we know it, is over.

The People
As I walked through the hotel lobby and lounge 

area at the Main Bar, I had to try to imagine what was 
going through the minds of all the friends/family I have 
come to love over the past years that were sitting there 
in silence waiting for there last pay checks from Walk-
ers Hotel And Marina. Some of them with over 30 years 
with the company. Yesterday was severance day at Walk-
ers. Based on there number of years with the company 
and pay scale, they will each receive a hefty sum to tide 
them over until they can find new employment. We can 
only hope they will all fill positions at the New Walker’s 
when the time comes.

The Island
As we flew in and saw how the water has cleared up 

after the Hurricanes, you could only imagine a Wahoo 
slamming the flat line, right off the edge of the reef in 
the blue crystal clear depths. The reefs were more vivid 
in the clear water than I have ever seen before in my 
lifetime. Well, it seamed so anyway. The Island is all 
tidied up now but the silence was almost deafening. Bits 
of destruction that will have to be cleared by a barge and 
crane remind us of those two terrible Hurricanes that 
brought Walker’s to her knees.

The Management
We will never know why Bob Aplanap decided to 

leave Walker’s and other businesses in a trust for his 
heirs, but that was his decision. If you know anything 
about Trust Law, you have to know what kind of re-
sponsibility falls on the>  shoulders of the Trustees and 
Board Of Directors. They are the ones that have been 
making the final decisions since Bob’s death and you 
have to remember that they have to do what they feel is 
in the best interest of the beneficiaries, the trust and it’s 
Assets. Because of the extensive damage to the Island 
and its infrastructure they have decided to sell the Island. 
The transition from the lease to full ownership from the 
Bahamian Government should be completed in the next 
few days/weeks and the trustees are accepting offers at 
this time from anyone that may be interested in purchas-
ing the Island. If you or someone you know may be 
interested, let me know and I will get you the contact 
information.

The Future
We can all speculate on what the New Walker’s 

will be. We just won’t know until the new owners are 
in the wings and I can pry some up to date information 
out of them. You all know by now that I don’t pass on 

gossip, just up to date factual information. I promise to 
do my best to keep all of you up to date on the future of 
Walker’s and let’s just hope that when she rises from the 
pristine crystal clear waters that surround her, she will 
be better and more beautiful then ever. We can only hope 
that it remains the quaint fishing and diving location that 
we have all come to love over the past years.

“The Funny Feelin Too”
As for me, I have been a fishing guide for over 22 

years with 9 years part time and 5 years full time at 
Walker’s. A very large part of my life has come to a 
close and I’m teared up just trying to write this. I’m try-
ing to look at this as just another hurdle in life. Any of 
you that have fished with me know how I loved it and 
that I only did it because I loved it. I don’t want you to 
feel sorry for me financially because I am set OK in that 
regard. You can however feel the sadness with me as I 
try to decide what direction my fishing career may take. 
I only hope that when the new owners take control, I will 
have the opportunity to meet with them to see if I will fit 
in there new operation in some capacity.

As for Billy Black and the “Duchess”
This is another story. Sitting around south dock these 

last few months of both our careers, exchanging fishing 
stories, little did we know that the end was near. Billy 
Black and the Duchess has been a permanent fixture 
at Walker’s for the past 27 years and he has not a clue 
where he is going, let alone what he is going to do. Yes, 
he is approaching retirement age but has no intention of 
retiring. We can only guess what is going through his 
mind.  I do know that as he looks out of the port window 
of the Duchess and sees the Duchess II, lying on the bot-
tom thanks to Hurricane Jeanne, it has to be heart ache 
and disbelief that clutters his mind. I can only hope that 
an opportunity will come his way that he can accept. I 
can take a break and wait for the new Walker’s group to 
make a decision on the up coming fishing program but 
Billy can’t. He is going to have to make a decision, soon. 
Any Ideas?

In Summary
There have been rumors flying all over concerning 

Walker’s for quite some time now and I can only hope 
I have put most to rest with this report. I will continue 
to stay on top of the situation at Walker’s as well as the 
rebuilding of Grand Cay sense the Hurricanes. I will tell 
you all that John Aplanap personally, has been very gen-
erous with his donations to the Hurricane Relief Fund 
and with building supplies for Grand Cay. Yes, there is 
still much work to be done and I intend to stay on board 
as long as it takes. That is, as long as y’all stay with me. 
Let me know your thoughts. I miss seeing y’all, cook-
ing out on the docks and even indulging in a Good Old 
Bottle Of An’joho Rum once in a while. Hopefully soon 
we will be planning the Grand Opening Reunion at The 
New Walker’s Cay.

There Will Be Tight Lines Soon,

Capt. Clark, AKA, Big Dog
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10 THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW

(but were you taught 
them?)

“Oh, I never realised that!”  It’s a phrase not 
often heard among divers, but from time to time we 
all have to own up to missing out on some useful 
scrap of knowledge - simple but vital information 
which might or might not have come up during 
basic training.  Here are 10 such questions that have 
come Diver’s way recently . . . 

1 What do I do if the direct-feed to my suit or 
BC fails?

Failure is likely to mean uncontrolled inflation, 
and if that occurs you must have the presence of 
mind to disconnect the hose if you need to, and do 
it quickly enough to stop an uncontrollable ascent.  
Terminate the dive.  

Failure to fill with air is not a problem with a 
BC.  You can always inflate it by mouth, as divers 
did before direct-feeds were invented.

2 What do I do if I want to cough or vomit 
under water?

What you don’t have to do is belt in blind panic 
for the surface.  New divers are often unaware that 
they can cough or vomit through a regulator.  The 
circumstances that lead to vomiting under water are 

Safety & Training best avoided but if it’s inevitable, keep the second 
stage securely in place until the involuntary spasm 
has passed.  Purge and rinse it if necessary but get 
it back into your mouth before the onset of the next 
spasm.

3 Why does my tank slip out of the BC cam-
band [Editor’s note: tank strap] in mid-dive, even 
though I checked for tightness when I fitted it?  

Some cambands stretch when they get wet.  
Soak a new or dry one in the water before fitting it 
to your tank.

4 Why doesn’t all the air come out of the BC, 
even though I always dump by raising the corru-
gated hose as I was taught?

Air rises to the highest point.  It can’t go down 
to pass through a U-bend in the hose.  Many jackets 
are fitted with pull-dumps positioned at the highest 
point and some don’t let water back in.  You may 
need to rotate in the water to move the air to where 
a dump valve or the entry to the corrugated hose is 
positioned.  Squeezing your BC underwater has no 
effect.

5 Why do I always need to pee during a dive?

It’s probably something to do with water that 
normally hangs about low down in your legs being 
freed up under the effects of weightlessness.  It’s 
more than just a feeling, so please get out of the 
training pool first.  New divers can be obsessed 
about their inability to perform bodily functions 
while under water.  They say there are two types 
of diver - those who pee in their wetsuit and those 
that lie about it.  Peeing in a semi-dry can lead to an 
unattractive result and drysuits are definitely a no-

See "10 Things", on page 9
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MDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:

•  Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text 
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

•  E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco. com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•  Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

Contributed by Warren Musacchia

go area for all but those with the foresight to wear 
incontinence pads or other specialised equipment.

6 Why does half a litre of water suddenly pour 
out of my nose when I bend over to de-rig my kit? 

That’s because your lower sinuses have filled 
with water through your nose and, because you’ve 
been swimming with a very upright stance, they 
haven’t had a chance to drain.

7 Why does my pressure gauge drop so dra-
matically within the first moments of the dive?

First, if the outside air temperature is dramati-
cally different to that of the water the tank is cooled 
on immersion and the air volume is reduced within 
it.  Second, some divers, especially new ones, 
breathe very heavily during those first exciting mo-
ments in the water!

8 Why do I find myself becoming more buoy-
ant at the end of a dive?

Air has a weight and if you breathed 2000 litres 
of free air from your tank and exhaled it into the 
water that air would weigh roughly 2.5 kg [Editor’s 

note: about 5 lb]!  If you were correctly weighted at 
the beginning you will be that amount underweight-
ed when your tank is nearing empty.

9 How do I recognise the onset of hypother-
mia?

You shouldn’t have to - avoid getting cold at all 
costs.  If you shiver during a dive, leave the water 
and get warm.  Wear the appropriate suit and under-
garment and hood if need be.  Even in the tropics 
the water is rarely at body temperature so you will 
eventually lose heat.  That’s why, even when you 
think the water’s warm, you see professional dive-
guides wearing suits.

10 How can I attract my buddy’s attention un-
der water if he’s out of reach and not looking at me?

Try yelling.  A short sharp shout into your regu-
lator may well be heard.  Experienced instructors 
will tell you that people always seem to respond 
to their own name being called, even though they 
might seem oblivious to other shouts.

Appeared in DIVER - October 1999

10 Things, continued from page 8
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Upcoming Events
Feb 8           Meeting: Machu Picchu & Galapagos Islands - George McGuire

Feb 12         Snorkel Trip: Manatees in Crystal River - Mike McCleskey

Mar 8           Meeting: Cambrian Foundation - Amy Giannotti 

Apr 12          Meeting: Australia and Whale Sharks - Phil Stasik

2005 Activity Schedule to Be 
Revealed at February Meeting

  The Activities Committee is diligently working 
to finish putting together a great set of dive trips and 
other fun events for 2005.  At February's meeting, 
we'll tell you all about it.  We're sure you'll all find 
several trips to suit your interests. Our first trip is a 
snorkeling experience with the manatees of Crystal 
River in late February.  The flyer in this issue gives 
more information.

During January, we held a trip coordinator plan-
ning session, and now we have our 2005 Activity 
Schedule.  In making this calendar of activities, 
we were looking for input on places the members 
would like to go, places we’d like to avoid, types of 
activities we all would like, and things that may be 
missing from our previous activities schedules.  

The Activity Chairperson, Mike McCleskey, and 
the trip coordinators have some great opportuni-
ties for the members of the best dive club in Cen-
tral Florida. They will fill up quickly!  Bring your 
checkbook to the meeting Tuesday! Chimaera Fish from Tsunami Depths

Photo from the Internet

Fascinating Deep Sea Creatures
I received several groups of images of marine 

life forms that were found at seaside after the De-
cember 26th tsunami that devastated many Indian 
Ocean countries.  I can't verify the validity of the 
claim, but it does seem reasonable that the creatures 
are from the depths because many of them are very 
rarely seen.

Bill Paskert


