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Down Under with Phil Stasik
April Meeting

Come join your LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE 
CLUB friends at Joe’s Crab Shack on Tuesday, 
April 12th, to hear Phil Stasik show-and-tell us 
about his recent diving adventures.  In his words:

I will do an introduction to diving both of Aus-
tralia’s coasts and then teasers of all of the wonders 
of exploring Australia and New Zealand.

My wife Linda and I spent 4 weeks wandering 
(coast to coast) around Australia, then one week 
exploring both the North and South Islands of New 
Zealand in June and July of 2003.  During that 
visit, we spent 1 week on a live-aboard, exploring 
the Great Barrier Reef and the Coral Sea.  The rest 
was just hiking, exploring the rainforest, driving 
across the desert, riding camels around Ayers Rock, 
climbing the outside of the Sydney Harbour Bridge, 
watching penguins come ashore to nest, and other 
mundane land-side stuff.

Last year, we  did it again . . . with a twist.  We 
spent 4 weeks primarily exploring Australia’s west 
coast, with one full week dedicated to diving and 
snorkeling the remote Northwest Cape.  The whale 
shark encounters were done exclusively while snor-
keling.  The Ningaloo Reef in that area is known 

See "Down Under", on page 12

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

$$$  DUES Reminder  $$$
Club dues were due by March 31st, so send in 

your check for $20 (add $5 for 'snail-mail' newslet-
ters) to:

 Wendy McCleskey, Treasurer
 1814 Billingshurst Court
 Orlando FL 32825-8437

After April 30th, there is a $10 late fee, so send 
a check made out to MDC today!

as ‘Australia’s other Great Barrier Reef’ . . . and 
it is great!  We saw mantas, dugongs, whales, and 
conventional sharks, etc.  We did some neat land-
side stuff, including hiking, feeding wild dolphins 
at Monkey Mia, cycling Rottnest Island and petting 
Quokkas.  You’ll have to look that one up.  We then 
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President's Column
Hello Fellow Divers,

The weather outside is getting warmer, and it’s 
a good time to get in some quality bottom time with 
upcoming dive trips.  A great opportunity to check 
out your gear is during Ocean Fest in Ft Lauderdale.  
Staying in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, it’s just a short 
swim off the beach and you’re on top of a nice little 
reef system that’s shallow enough to allow a nice 
long, stress-free dive. The trip is scheduled for 15-
17 April; see Bill Paskert for details. 

Our March meeting featured Terrence Tysall, 
founder and president of the Cambrian Foundation.  
Accompanying him were Renee Power, director 
of volunteers, and Amy Giannotti, vice president 
of research and education.  It was a very informa-
tive meeting and the trio shared some interesting 
information about the Foundation and the programs 
they sponsor.  The group shared a short video that 
showed how participating students get involved in 
problem-solving and use of critical thinking skills.  

Our April meeting will spotlight Australia and 
whale sharks and will be presented by Phil Stasik 
from the KSC Barracudas dive club.  You’ll want 
to come out and see this interesting presentation.  
As for me, I’m always a day late to see any whale 
sharks.  “You should have been here last week. 
They were right off the dive dock”, is the story that 

I am told.  We’ll be gathering at Joe’s Crab Shack, so 
plan on joining us at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, 12 April.  
Your taxes should be done by then! No?

OK, the Club name is in the process of be-
ing changed to the Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
(LMDC).  Since the beginning, the Club has been 
known as the Martin Dive Club (MDC) and as 
you know this is the 20th Anniversary of the Club; 
however, the Vice President of Communications for 
Lockheed Martin has approached us about a name 
change.  This request is due in part to the fact that 
the merger of Martin Marietta and Lockheed oc-
curred 10 years ago and other company-sponsored 
clubs have embraced the Lockheed name.  The Club 
has gained members and support by being affiliated 
with Lockheed Martin and the use of company’s 
advertising media.  Some things have changed im-
mediately such as Vision TV (company employee-
communications video monitors for posting dive 
information) and flyers for dive trips.  Other admin-
istrative changes will take place over time.  

Be sure to join us for the Martin Dive Club 
20th Anniversary party the 21st of May. See Nancy 
Wileden for details.  Thanks to all of you for your 
continued support and participation in Club activi-
ties.

Until next time, see you “down under.”

Al Wileden



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB April 2005 2 LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ April 20053

Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2005 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Deposit 

Amount
Cut 
Off 

Date

Total
Cost

Feb 11-
12
Fri - Sat

Manatees @ Crystal River - Get up close with 
these endangered gentle giants, One night in 
hotel, half day snorkel boat charter, breakfast

Mike McCleskey
(407) 808-6453
MMcCleskey@cfl.rr.com

$75 Sold
Out

$75

Mar 4-6
Fri - Sun

Springs Camp Out & Dive - 2 nights tent 
camping at Ginnie Springs, water & elec., Sat. 
breakfast & potluck dinner.  Dives are $29/day

Bob McNatt
(407) 366-0664
rmcnatt@cfl.rr.com

$45/$25 Feb 
25

$45 Adults
$25 Kids

March 20
Sun

CPR Training - New or Update certification, 1⁄2 
day course.  Optional group dinner afterwards.  
MDC pays half of the first 12!

Barbara Shurman
(407) 380-2962
bbshurman@aol.com

$15/$30 Mar 
8

$15 1st 
12,

$30 after
Mar 26
Sat

Chili Cook-Off - 2nd Annual, Chili & Pictionary, 
Prizes, 4 PM, Kennedy residence in Clermont

Patsy Kennedy
(352) 243-2425
patsykennedy@cfl.rr.com

Call 
Patsy

Mar 
18

Pot of 
Chili or 

$10/family
Apr 15-17
Fri - Sun

Ocean Fest - Consumer dive show in Ft 
Lauderdale, stay in quaint Lauderdale by the 
Sea, shore diving

Bill Paskert
(407) 678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$50 Mar 
31

$110

May 21 20th Anniversary Party - Clubhouse, pool, 
catered meal, celebrate 20 great years of 
diving with MDC

Nancy Wileden
(407) 971-8525
nwileden@cfl.rr.com

$5 May 
10

$5

May 28-
Jun 4
Sat - Sat

Little Cayman Beach Resort - One week, 3 
dives/day, 3 gourmet meals/day, pool, hot tub, 
bikes, iguanas, adventures.

Wendy McCleskey
(407) 273-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

$125 Mar 
8

$1850

June 18
Sat

Boynton Beach - Wreck & Reef, Starfish 
Enterprise
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$25 May 
17

$55

Jun 25-
26
Sat - Sun

West Palm Beach
KSC Barracudas

Phil Stasik
(321) 455-2221
stasik@cfl.rr.com

$50 Jun 
21

$110

July 1-4
Fri - Mon

Bimini - 4 days/3 nights at Scuba Bimini Yacht 
Club, R/T air from Ft Lauderdale, free airport 
parking, 7 boat dives, tanks & weights included, 
airport transfer, room taxes & surcharge

Barbara Shurman
(407) 380-2962
bbshurman@aol.com

$100 June 
3

$475

July 8-10
Fri - Sun

Key Largo - 2 nights at Kelly’s on the Bay, 2 
days diving with Aqua-Nuts, tanks & weights 
included, continental breakfast Sat & Sun.

Al Wileden
(407) 971-8525
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

$50 May 
27

$190

July 16
Sat

New Smyrna Wreck - Day trip, 2-tank dive with 
Sea Dogs, dive the Antilles Star & the Maxine 
D.

Phil Carter
(386) 426-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$30 Jul 
12

$70

Aug 6-7
Sat - Sun

Pompano Beach - 2 days diving with Sea 
Horse Charters, one night at Paradise Beach 
Resort 

Phil Carter
(386) 426-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$50 July 
15

$130

Aug 25-
28
Thurs 
- Sun

Key Largo 3-day weekend - 3 nights at Kelly’s 
on the Bay, 3 days diving with Aqua-Nuts, tanks 
& weights included, Continental breakfast.

Phil Carter
(386) 426-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$75 Aug 
5

$275

Sept 10-
11

Florida Keys - Kelly’s Aqua-Nuts
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$125 Aug 
16

$250

Sep 23-
25
Fri - Sun

Venice Beach - Shore diving for prehistoric 
fossilized shark’s teeth, 2 nights in hotel, 
breakfast both mornings, lunch on Saturday

Chuck Brown
(407) 856-0026
charles.d.brown@lmco.com

$40 Sep 
10

$85

October 1 Jupiter Beach - Jupiter Dive Center
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$25 Sep 
20

$55

Oct 28-30
Fri - Sun

Fantasy Fest/Key West - Experience Key 
West’s wildest Halloween celebration, 2 nights 
at Sugar Loaf Lodge Resort, Saturday night 
Twilight Fantasy Parade, no diving included.

Mike McCleskey
(407) 808-6453
mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

$100 Sep 
13

$175

Nov 12 Boynton Beach - Starfish Enterprise
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$25 Oct 
18

$55
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Relax at the Tropic Ranch Resort.  
Efficiencies, cable TV, phones, and pool
www.tropicranchresort.com

Ocean-Festival & Beach Dive 
April 15 - 17 
in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea

Last Year’s 
Photo Contest Winners
Entry Level, Novice!!

'Chill out' on the beach!  Dive at your 
own pace and just walk into the waves 
behind your motel room! 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea is blessed with 
two close-in reef lines that are an easy 
swim from the beach.  We’ll dive in 
groups with a flag on a float, but the 
schedule is flexible.

- Largest dive trade show that South 
Florida has ever seen 

- Food and beverage vendors 
- Live music and free seminars 
- Over $20,000 in prizes and raffles! 
- Photo Contest 
- SCUBA and snorkeling introduction
- Music and free seminars 
- Underwater diving demonstration
- A portion of the proceeds benefit 

numerous ocean-related non-profit 
organizations

- www.OceanFest.com 

Cost:  $110; Deposit: $50, due by April 12
Includes: 1-day admission to Ocean-Festival & trans-

portation; LMDC-supplied breakfast and fried 
chicken Saturday night dinner on patio. 

Tanks and weights are not included, but are available 
from a nearby dive shop

Rates are based on double occupancy
Contact: Bill Paskert h(407) 678-5311, w(407) 356-2290, 

wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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To get directions and reserve your spot, 
send checks to:
Nancy Wileden
(407) 971-8525

564 Pleasant Grove Drive
Winter Springs FL 32708

or:
Al Wileden, MP 205

Come Celebrate the 
Martin Dive Club’s 20th Anniversary

In 1985: Ronald Regan was President,
   Apple Macintosh computers were available,
   New Coke was introduced,

AND: The Martin Dive Club was formed
Join us on Saturday, 

May 21 at 4:00 pm for a 
barbeque to celebrate 20 
Years of great dives and 

good times!

The menu includes 
dinner from Bubbalou’s 

Bodacious Barbeque, 
sodas, and dessert 

(bring your own adult 
beverages)

Cost is ONLY $5 
per person – including 

members and guests

Location: 
Clubhouse at The Preserve

off 

S. Econlochatchee Trail

Southeast Orlando

Bring you swimsuit to 
enjoy the pool
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Bimini
July 1- 4, 2005

4 days, 3 nights with Neal Watson's Scuba Bimini Dive Center 
$475 includes:

Accommodations
7 boat dives, tanks & weights included, room taxes ,& surcharge 

Round trip airfare from Ft. Lauderdale 
Airport transfers and parking at Ft. Lauderdale Executive Airport 

Limit 10 people
$100 deposit due by June 3

For more information, call Barbara Shurman: (407) 380-2962,
 or email at bbshurman@aol.com
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LMDC Does Key Largo

Bring your own underwater cam-
era or take advantage of some of 
the CLUB’s rental camera equip-

ment as we visit the photo friendly 
sites of Key Largo.  

It is also a great trip for any diver!

Contact: Al Wileden

(407) 356-8954 

al.f.wileden@lmco.com

July 8 - 10, 2005

$190
$50 deposit due May 27

• 2 nights, double occupancy at Kelly’s on the Bay Resort

• Two, 2-tank dives with Aqua-Nuts Divers

• Continental Breakfast Saturday and Sunday

• Tanks and weights included

• Microwave and refrigerator in every room
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New Smyrna Wreck Dive

Saturday, July 16, 2005

Dive the wreck of the Antilles 
Star, a 165-foot Dutch trawler 
sunk in 80 FSW June 29, just 
16 miles off the coast of Day-
tona Beach.  The second dive 
will be on the 165-foot supply 
vessel Maxine-D, also lying in 
80 FSW.

   Sea Dogs Dive Center (http:

//www.seadogdiver.com) operates out of 
New Smyrna Beach and is located on 
the North Causeway adjacent to River-
view Charlies Bed & Breakfast.  Sea 
Dogs operates a 42-foot Newton dive 
vessel and they have an instructor or 
dive master in the water on every trip.  

  We will check-in from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
at the dive shop, and depart the dock at 
9:00 a.m., returning about 2 p.m.

The trip price is $70, including two 
tanks and tip.  Add $10 for Nitrox, 
subtract $5 for own tanks.  A $30 de-
posit is due July 12.  The balance of 
$40 is due July 16. 

Contact:

Phil Carter
phil.carter@lmco.com

pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

daytime (407) 306-7081
evenings (386) 426-0466
anytime (386) 314-5910
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Ginnie Springs Camping Trip

March 2005
The most often used phrase of the weekend was 

“We couldn’t have asked for better weather.”  We 
had one pop-up camper, three tents, and lots of fun.  

Friday night, the young fellers took their wet-
suits and snorkeling gear down to Ginnie Spring to 
do some night free-diving.  Watching their flashlight 
beams light up the gin-clear water at night was a 
trip.  

We had campfires each night, and Bobby Mc-
Natt treated everyone to Shrek 2 and Jiffy Pop 
popcorn Saturday night out under the stars.  

Sunday, several groups of us rented canoes and 
went up the Santa Fe River.  We enjoyed watching 
turtles dive for cover every time the canoes came 
too close to their logs and paddling over the spring 
boils for a bird’s eye view of the springs.

Bob McNatt

Pancakes and bacon for breakfast Saturday 
at the McNatt campsite.

The temperature was a little cool Friday 
night so a fire was very welcome Saturday 

morning.

Lot’s of free diving by Mike Hoening, Matt 
Hoover, and Garret during the day and night 
along with a cavern dive into Ginnie Spring; 

and the spring’s run by Mike McCleskey 
and Bob McNatt on Saturday.
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The one that didn’t get away.  "It was 
thhhhiiiiiiisssssss big!" Lauren McNatt

"Plenty of fish for everyone to catch." 
Bobby McNatt

Wendy and Mike McCleskey make it to the 
campsite in time for breakfast.

Time to pack up Sunday morning and 
where’s Captain Mike?

. . . dreaming of 
 "A Salty Piece of Land"

Didn’t get any pictures of the BBQ on 
Saturday afternoon, but we had 4 pounds 
of Bubbalou’s Bodacious Barbeque pork 

and 4 pounds of beef along with coleslaw, 
potato salad, and baked beans.  Bet you 

wish you’d come now.

The Springs were just right for Bob, Lauren, 
and Bobby McNatt
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LMDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:

•  Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text 
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

•  E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•  Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

Last, but certainly not least, we had our famous 
door prize event.  Our thanks to the prize donors, 
and remember to mention LMDC when visiting our 
local dive merchants. 

Winner  Prize
John Greene Jack Daniels T-shirt
Mike McCleskey Fish pen 
Patsy Kennedy Fish clip
Norm Donkersloot Signed Stephen Frink Calendar. 

In the 50-50 Raffle, Bob McNatt won $19.

From Our March Meeting

The Cambrian Foundation
Last month we received a stimulating presenta-

tion about the Cambrian Foundation by Terrence 
N. Tysall, the Foundation's founder and president, 
along with Renee Power, director of volunteers and 
publications; and Amy L. Giannotti, vice-president 
of research and education.

The Cambrian Foundation was founded upon 
the premise that research, education, preservation, 
and exploration of aquatic habitats will help main-
tain these ecosystems for future generations.  A not-
for-profit corporation, it has served the public and 
scientific communities in many ways.  They special-
ize in deep, mixed-gas, technical diving; and their 
expertise lies in collecting data from environments 
where people cannot typically go.  These data are 
then used to provide information to scientists about 
the health of our drinking water, the critical features 
of archaeological sites, and the pathways and pat-
terns of groundwater flow.  

In 1999, the Foundation was awarded the Envi-
ronmental Hero Award by the Vice President of the 
United States, Al Gore, for 10 years of archaeologi-
cal and preservation work on the Civil War ironclad 
USS Monitor.  

They are actively involved in surveying and 
mapping underwater cave systems and monitor-
ing water quality in many endangered subterranean 
systems in Central Florida, the Caribbean, and in 
the Yucatan Peninsula.  

In addition to research, their other passion is 
education.  Each field expedition has an education 

component to it, whether it means visiting a local 
school, creating daily updates on their website, or 
having young people join them in research, they are 
committed to sharing with others the importance of 
caring for water.  

Their educational programs are divided into four 
categories - Outreach, Ocean Legacy, Expedition 
Participation, and Internship.  Outreach programs 
are free, hands-on presentations to school, civic, and 
community groups.  The Ocean Legacy program 
is an opportunity for students to gain an interdis-
ciplinary understanding of water conservation 
through field trips that are designed to enhance the 
existing classroom curricula.  Expedition Participa-
tion enables students and teachers to experience a 
real-world working research expedition as they are 
integrated onto a team as research assistants.  This 
involves a significant amount of advanced prepa-
ration (ropes course/team building exercises) and 
a dedicated and supportive school administration 
and faculty.  Participating students and teachers are 
immersed in problem-solving and critical thinking 
skills, and interaction with the Foundation's expedi-
tion team exposes students to many different career 
opportunities in the broad field of environmental 
science.  High school and college students also have 
the option to spend one or two semesters with the 
Foundation as interns and earn credits in a particular 
academic discipline.  
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Upcoming Events

Mar 31    DUES ARE DUE 

Apr 12          Meeting: Australia and Whale Sharks - Phil Stasik

Apr 15-17    Dive Trip: Ocean Fest, Ft Lauderdale - Bill Paskert

May 10        Meeting: Fish ID Game: Brian Moseley, Scuba World

May 21        20th Anniversary Party: Nancy Wileden

Down Under, continued from page 1

Dues Are Past Due

zipped back across the continent to explore the Blue 
Mountains and Sydney again, and then we bopped 
over to New Zealand for another week.  We focused 
on the North Island this time -- exploring Aukland 
and Wellington, sniffing out the geysers and boiling 
mud pits of Rotorua and even touring the “Hob-
biton” set location for the Lord of the Rings film.  
I would also like to mention the fact that Linda 
was afflicted with a pulmonary embolism after our 
return to the States . . . possibly caused by deep vein 
thrombosis from the long airplane rides.

I have many hours of video, tons of slides, a 
thousand digital images.  The underwater video 
stuff that we have was shot by pros (not us!).  I shot 
some underwater slides on the first trip, and we 
bought underwater digital photos on the second trip.  
You’re only going to see a tiny tip of the iceberg.

I am 45 years old.  Born in Pittsburgh, I moved 
to Chicago with my family when I was 8 years of 
age.  My wife Linda and I fell in love 29 years ago 
in high school, and were married in 1983. We were 

both certified by both PADI and YMCA in 1985 in 
Chicago, and worked successfully through the dif-
ficult old-style YMCA Advanced Diver Course.  I 
was also certified through the YMCA Scuba Life-
saving and Accident Management (SLAM) program 
and as a YMCA Assistant Instructor.

Since then, together, we have made many hun-
dreds of dives ranging from wreck diving the Great 
Lakes and exploring the exotic lakes and mud holes 
of the Midwest.  I was so desperate to get wet, that 
I even got certified as an ice diver!  We’ve lived 
in Florida since 1988.  We’ve explored the wrecks 
of the “Graveyard of the Atlantic” off of North 
Carolina, dived many places across Florida and 
the Caribbean (Cozumel, the Caymans, Bahamas, 
Bonaire and Curacao).  We saw whales underwater 
in Hawaii, met mantas in the Maldives, and bubbled 
along both barrier reefs in Australia.

I am the past president of the K.S.C. Barracudas 
Skin and Scuba Diving Club.  I served as president 
for the past five years, and am currently the chair-
man of our Entertainment Committee.


