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Discover a Career in Commercial Diving!
June Meeting

Please join us for an interesting and educational 
evening at our June 14th meeting.  David Dodd 
knows what it takes to be a commercial diver . . . 
and why you would want to be one.  David is Chief 
Academic Officer and Lead Instructor at the Florida 
School of Commercial Diving (FSCD).  The FSCD 
gives the education and hands-on experience you 
need to be successful in the commercial diving 
industry.  Graduates of their 16-week course have 
the practical skills every employer in the commer-
cial diving industry needs.  Their key instructors are 
U.S. Army-trained construction divers with world-
wide experience in underwater construction, demo-
lition, and inspection.  Their extensive experience in 
both the military and civilian diving sectors com-
bines to create a challenging and effective training 
environment unmatched by other diving schools.  

Upon graduation from FSCD, students receive a 
commercial diving diploma and a diver certification 
card from the Association of Diving Contractors In-
ternational.  Graduates are immediately prepared to 
begin their career in the commercial diving industry 
with position placement with major diving compa-
nies worldwide.  

David Dodd is a U.S. 
Army Master Diver with 
over 25 years of experi-
ence in underwater in-
spection and construction.  
As a dive supervisor with 
the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, he performed 
underwater construction, 
salvage, and inspections 
projects in Europe, the 
Mid East, Africa, Asia, 
and the U.S.

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

Come 
and find out 
more about 
the training 
opportunities 
at the FSCD 
including 
faculty biogra-
phies, admis-
sion policies, 
programs, and 
curriculum.  
David will also 
discuss the commercial diving industry - what it in-
volves and what it takes to be a successful commer-
cial diver - and the Association of Diving Contrac-
tors International, the commercial diving industry’s 
trade organization.
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President's Column

Hello Fellow Divers,

It’s already June and the water is getting warmer 
with each passing day.  Time to get in some quality 
“bottom time” while the weather is still calm and 
the Atlantic breezes are not too strong (If you know 
what I mean).  As for me, I’m still looking for the 
whale shark that was just off the port side of the 
boat last week!  Anyone get a picture?

Last meeting, the Club was treated to a fun 
fishy game, created by Brian Moseley of Scuba 
World.  We had several species and families of fish 
to identify, and wouldn’t you know that Chuck 
Brown “knows fish”.  Chuck was awarded first 
place, with Phil Hampton and George McGuire 
coming in second and third.  Brian went away with 
thoughts of creating another audience participation 
game.  Stay tuned.

After the riveting program, we got down to busi-
ness.  The business was that of electing Officers for 
the 2005 dive year, which runs from June to May of 
next year.  I am honored to say that I was re-elected 
as your President for the upcoming year, along with 
my lovely dive buddy Nancy Wileden as Secretary.  
Barbara Shurman will again serve as your Vice 

President, and Wendy McCleskey will continue as 
Treasurer.  As for the Board, Bill Paskert and Jim 
Kennedy stay on, and Phil Carter took over the spot 
vacated by Jim Streeter (Thanks for you help, Jim).  
Gwen Rolape will serve as the Director at Large 
for another year as well.  Congratulations to all the 
Members of the Board of the best dive club this side 
of the Mississippi.

You’ll be sure and want to attend our June meet-
ing and come up to speed on the world of commer-
cial diving.  We will be joined by David Dodd from 
the Florida School of Commercial Diving.  I attend-
ed a recent meeting at Castaway Scuba (formerly 
Northwest Divers), where his associate, David 
Reser, presented the School’s programs and tools of 
the trade.  He started by saying that he isn’t a plea-
sure diver and if he gets 2 feet of visibility, that’s a 
good day.  Come out and hear his presentation and 
find out more about what some people do for their 
career paths.  We’ll be gathering at 6:30 pm at Joe’s 
Crab Shack, so come on out and enjoy the fun!

Until next time, see you “down under.”

Al Wileden
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2005 Activity Schedule
Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2005 Activity Schedule

Date Event Contact Deposit 
Amount

Cut 
Off 

Date

Total
Cost

Feb 11-
12
Fri - Sat

Manatees @ Crystal River - Get up close with 
these endangered gentle giants, One night in 
hotel, half day snorkel boat charter, breakfast

Mike McCleskey
(407) 808-6453
MMcCleskey@cfl.rr.com

$75 Sold
Out

$75

Mar 4-6
Fri - Sun

Springs Camp Out & Dive - 2 nights tent 
camping at Ginnie Springs, water & elec., Sat. 
breakfast & potluck dinner.  Dives are $29/day

Bob McNatt
(407) 366-0664
rmcnatt@cfl.rr.com

$45/$25 Feb 
25

$45 Adults
$25 Kids

March 20
Sun

CPR Training - New or Update certification, 1⁄2 
day course.  Optional group dinner afterwards.  
MDC pays half of the first 12!

Barbara Shurman
(407) 380-2962
bbshurman@aol.com

$15/$30 Mar 
8

$15 1st 
12,

$30 after
Mar 26
Sat

Chili Cook-Off - 2nd Annual, Chili & Pictionary, 
Prizes, 4 PM, Kennedy residence in Clermont

Patsy Kennedy
(352) 243-2425
patsykennedy@cfl.rr.com

Call 
Patsy

Mar 
18

Pot of 
Chili or 

$10/family
Apr 15-17
Fri - Sun

Ocean Fest - Consumer dive show in Ft 
Lauderdale, stay in quaint Lauderdale by the 
Sea, shore diving

Bill Paskert
(407) 678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$50 Mar 
31

$110

May 21 20th Anniversary Party - Clubhouse, pool, 
catered meal, celebrate 20 great years of 
diving with MDC

Nancy Wileden
(407) 971-8525
nwileden@cfl.rr.com

$5 May 
10

$5

May 28-
Jun 4
Sat - Sat

Little Cayman Beach Resort - One week, 3 
dives/day, 3 gourmet meals/day, pool, hot tub, 
bikes, iguanas, adventures.

Wendy McCleskey
(407) 273-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

$125 Mar 
8

$1850

June 18
Sat

Boynton Beach - Wreck & Reef, Starfish 
Enterprise
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$25 May 
17

$55

Jun 25-
26
Sat - Sun

West Palm Beach
KSC Barracudas

Phil Stasik
(321) 455-2221
stasik@cfl.rr.com

$50 Jun 
21

$110

July 1-4
Fri - Mon

Bimini - 4 days/3 nights at Scuba Bimini Yacht 
Club, R/T air from Ft Lauderdale, free airport 
parking, 7 boat dives, tanks & weights included, 
airport transfer, room taxes & surcharge

Barbara Shurman
(407) 380-2962
bbshurman@aol.com

$100 June 
3

$475

July 8-10
Fri - Sun

Key Largo - 2 nights at Kelly’s on the Bay, 2 
days diving with Aqua-Nuts, tanks & weights 
included, continental breakfast Sat & Sun.

Al Wileden
(407) 971-8525
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

$50 May 
27

$190

July 16
Sat

New Smyrna Wreck - Day trip, 2-tank dive with 
Sea Dogs, dive the Antilles Star & the Maxine 
D.

Phil Carter
(386) 426-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$30 Jul 
12

$70

Aug 6-7
Sat - Sun

Pompano Beach - 2 days diving with Sea 
Horse Charters, one night at Paradise Beach 
Resort 

Phil Carter
(386) 426-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$50 July 
15

$130

Aug 25-
28
Thurs 
- Sun

Key Largo 3-day weekend - 3 nights at Kelly’s 
on the Bay, 3 days diving with Aqua-Nuts, tanks 
& weights included, Continental breakfast.

Phil Carter
(386) 426-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$75 Aug 
5

$275

Sept 10-
11

Florida Keys - Kelly’s Aqua-Nuts
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$125 Aug 
16

$250

Sep 23-
25
Fri - Sun

Venice Beach - Shore diving for prehistoric 
fossilized shark’s teeth, 2 nights in hotel, 
breakfast both mornings, lunch on Saturday

Chuck Brown
(407) 856-0026
charles.d.brown@lmco.com

$40 Sep 
10

$85

October 1 Jupiter Beach - Jupiter Dive Center
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$25 Sep 
20

$55

Oct 28-30
Fri - Sun

Fantasy Fest/Key West - Experience Key 
West’s wildest Halloween celebration, 2 nights 
at Sugar Loaf Lodge Resort, Saturday night 
Twilight Fantasy Parade, no diving included.

Mike McCleskey
(407) 808-6453
mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

$100 Sep 
13

$175

Nov 12 Boynton Beach - Starfish Enterprise
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$25 Oct 
18

$55
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Bimini
July 1- 4, 2005

4 days, 3 nights with Neal Watson's Scuba Bimini Dive Center 
$475 includes:

Accommodations
7 boat dives, tanks & weights included, room taxes ,& surcharge 

Round trip airfare from Ft. Lauderdale 
Airport transfers and parking at Ft. Lauderdale Executive Airport 

Limit 10 people
$100 deposit due by June 3

For more information, call Barbara Shurman: (407) 380-2962,
 or email at bbshurman@aol.com
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LMDC Does Key Largo

Bring your own underwater cam-
era or take advantage of some of 
the CLUB’s rental camera equip-

ment as we visit the photo friendly 
sites of Key Largo.  

It is also a great trip for any diver!

Contact: Al Wileden

(407) 356-8954 

al.f.wileden@lmco.com

July 8 - 10, 2005

$190
$50 deposit due May 27

• 2 nights, double occupancy at Kelly’s on the Bay Resort

• Two, 2-tank dives with Aqua-Nuts Divers

• Continental Breakfast Saturday and Sunday

• Tanks and weights included

• Microwave and refrigerator in every room
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New Smyrna Wreck Dive

Saturday, July 16, 2005

Dive the wreck of the Antilles 
Star, a 165-foot Dutch trawler 
sunk in 80 FSW June 29, just 
16 miles off the coast of Day-
tona Beach.  The second dive 
will be on the 165-foot supply 
vessel Maxine-D, also lying in 
80 FSW.

   Sea Dogs Dive Center (http:

//www.seadogdiver.com) operates out of 
New Smyrna Beach and is located on 
the North Causeway adjacent to River-
view Charlies Bed & Breakfast.  Sea 
Dogs operates a 42-foot Newton dive 
vessel and they have an instructor or 
dive master in the water on every trip.  

  We will check-in from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
at the dive shop, and depart the dock at 
9:00 a.m., returning about 2 p.m.

The trip price is $70, including two 
tanks and tip.  Add $10 for Nitrox, 
subtract $5 for own tanks.  A $30 de-
posit is due July 12.  The balance of 
$40 is due July 16. 

Contact:

Phil Carter
phil.carter@lmco.com

pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

daytime (407) 306-7081
evenings (386) 426-0466
anytime (386) 314-5910
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Dive the Ft. Lauderdale area!  Two coral reefs 
run parallel to the shore at depths of 40 and 60 
feet.  These reefs lie about a mile off shore.  Ship 
wrecks lie between and beyond the reefs.  Inhab-
itants include just about every fish and critter in 
Paul Humann's series of books.  We will be diving 
from Seahorse Dive Boat  (www.diveseahorse.com/

index.html).  Seahorse’s Captain Mike's favorite reef 
dives are Crab Cove and the Sanctuary north of  
the Hillsboro Inlet and Anglin Reef, Mike's Twin 
Ledges, and the Pompano Drop Off south of the 
inlet.  Captain Mike's favorite wreck dives are the 
Ancient Mariner (72 ft), the Mercedes (97 ft), the 
Captain Dan (110 ft), and the Rodeo 25 (130 ft).

The Seahorse Dive Boat operates from the Para-
dise Beach Resort in Pompano Beach, which could 
hardly be more convenient.  The Resort straddles 
A1A, one part of it is on the Atlantic Ocean and the 
other on the  Intracoastal Waterway. 

We plan to do a 2-tank dive on Saturday af-
ternoon, August 6th (boat  leaves at 2:00 pm).  The 
next morning we will do another 2-tank dive (9:00 
am). 

We'll stay one night at the Paradise Beach 
Resort (www.paradisebeachfl.com) featuring beach 
front location, restaurant with ocean-front dining, a 
tiki bar, outdoor pool, tennis, a 24-hour front desk, 
laundry and valet services, no-smoking rooms and 
facilities, limited room service, safe-deposit box, 
and cable television.

The trip price is $130.  A $50 deposit is due July 
15th.  The balance of $80 is due August 1st.  Con-
tact:

Phil Carter
phil.carter@lmco.com

pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Daytime (407) 306-7081
Evenings (386) 426-0466
Anytime (386) 314-5910.

Rental tanks are available through the dive boat.  
Tanks with air are $9.50 each, with Nitrox $15 each.  
If you bring your own tanks, getting them filled on 
Sunday morning before leaving for the morning 
dive should not be a problem because the local dive 
shop opens an hour before boat departure.

Pompano Beach Dive
August 6 - 7, 2005

Lobster Season
First Day
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After 20 years the Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
still knows how to party!  The Club celebrated 
the anniversary on May 21 with a barbeque at The 
Preserve at Rio Pinar in Orlando.  It was great to 
see old friends and hear the stories of earlier Club 
adventures.  Mike McCleskey helped out with the 
reminiscing  by putting together a video retrospec-
tive and slide show of  past Club activities.  Did 
you know they used to do murder mysteries under-
water?  Was it Col. Mustard behind the reef?  

Wendy McCleskey tested our dive Club knowl-
edge with a trivia game, which among other things 
recalled all the restaurants we have put out of busi-
ness!  Thanks to all the KSC Barracudas who came 
to help us celebrate.  Thanks also to Grace and Phil 
Hampton for reserving the clubhouse, to Wendy and 
Mike for all their help, and to Al Wileden for pick-
ing up the food.  His truck will smell like Bubba-
lou’s for a long time!

Nancy Wileden
Editors comment: 
Our thanks to Nancy for a great party!

20 Years of the 
Martin Dive Club
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Keys, 1989
Mike McCleskey

Mike led us 
down memory lane!

Looe Key, 1991
Mike McCleskey

Key Biscayne, 1992
Mike McCleskey

Fantasy Fest, 1991
Mike McCleskey



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’June 2005 10 LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ June 200511

Safety & Training

Contributed by Warren Musacchia

Debunking the Sea Lice Myth 
The latest information on sea 
bather’s eruption

By G. Yancey Mebane, M.D. 

Have you ever emerged from the salt waters of 
the southern regions with more than the itch to dive 
again?  You know, the burning itch that threatens to 
spoil your mood, your day, even the remainder of 
your dive trip?

It happens from time to time, and, if medical 
reports are an indication, it’s increased a great deal 
over the last few years in the popular waters off 
Florida and in the Caribbean.

The common symptoms include intensely itchy 
skin eruptions with small blisters and elevated 
areas of skin.  Found primarily on parts of the body 
covered by swim wear, these lesions may also ap-
pear on the armpits and neck and occasionally on 
the arms and legs. Most divers and swimmers call it 
“sea lice.”   The term is a misnomer, however. Sea 
lice are actually fish parasites, do not affect humans, 
and have nothing to do with sea bather’s eruption, 
which is caused by the larvae of jellyfish.

The primary offenders in Florida and Carib-
bean waters are the larvae of the thimble jellyfish, 
Linuche unguiculata.  These larvae, generally half a 
millimeter in length, can find their way into bath-
ing suits - even passing through the mesh of some 
suits - and become trapped against the skin and 
sting.  The larvae are visible to the naked eye, but 
they become nearly invisible in the water.  And just 
because there are no adult thimble jellies in the area 
is no guarantee that the youngsters aren’t around.  
The best method of identifying when the larvae are 
about is simply by the appearance of the rash on 
swimmers or divers.

April through July are the months when the lar-
vae are most prevalent, although they may appear at 
any time.  The symptoms will appear very soon (24 
hours or less) after exposure to the organism and 
will persist for several days.  Some cases have been 
reported which have a three- or four-day delay in 
onset and a prolonged course lasting several weeks.

Symptoms may include fever, chills, headaches, 
nausea and vomiting.  Severe symptoms occur in 
children particularly, although adults have also 
shown similar reactions.

Since many of these symptoms are consistent 
with many other illnesses, diagnosis is sometimes 
difficult unless the attending physician knows of the 
diver’s exposure to contaminated water.  Often the 
symptoms are very mild, and other causes may be 
considered or diagnosed incorrectly at first.

Many of these cases of sea bather’s eruption 
will clear spontaneously, but others may require 
treatment.  Antihistamines and antipruritic (anti-
itching) agents may be used, but the results are not 
good in many cases.

Children and individuals with allergies or dis-
eases affecting the immune system may be at risk 
for severe reactions.  Fortunately, the severe reac-
tion is rare, but it can be a danger for some individ-
uals.  In the severe case, some doctors prefer to use 
cortisone by tablet or injection.

Prevention for the diver means adequate protec-
tion by wetsuit or impermeable dive skin.  Snorkel-
ers wearing T-shirts, and women wearing one-piece 
bathing suits are vulnerable because of the trapping 
action of the fabric.

After diving or swimming in an area where the 
jellyfish larvae are present, remove your wetsuit, 
dive skin or bathing suit before showering since the 
fresh water may discharge the nematocysts trapped 
in the fabric.  There have been reports of the condi-
tion recurring when the same bathing suit is worn 
again, suggesting that the larvae may remain in 
clothing.

If you want more information on sea bather’s 
eruption, a more detailed reference is a paper by 
R.S. Tomchik, M.T. Russell, A.M. Szmant, and 
N.A. Black, which appeared in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, 1993; 269: pages 
1669-72.  
(c) January/February 1994. Written by G. Yancey Mebane, 
M.D., associate medical director of Divers Alert Network 
at the time.
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LMDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:

•  Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text 
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

•  E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•  Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

Last, but certainly not least, we had our famous 
door prize event.  Our thanks to the prize donors, 
and remember to mention LMDC when visiting our 
local dive merchants. 

Winner  Prize
Phil Hampton MDC coozie
Chuck Brown Shark pen
Patsy Kennedy Luggage tag
Wendy McCleskey O-ring key chain Scuba tank
Brian Bauman Fish key chain
Bill Paskert  T-shirt
Norm Donkershoot Recreational Diving Magazine. 

In the 50-50 Raffle, Nancy Wileden won $26.

In other CLUB business, folks told about their 
recent dive experiences.  We also welcomed new 
members, John and Chris Marsh, and several visi-
tors.  

Fish ID with Brian Moseley
Brian Moseley of Scuba World quized us on 

Fish Identification.  Brian manages the Scuba World 
located in Oviedo, on East SR 426 (Aloma Avenue) 
just south of Chapman Road, (407) 366-0600.  They 
also have a location on Colonial Drive and Old 
Cheney Highway just north of Orlando Executive 
Airport. 

Brian started diving in 1985 in Hawaii and had 
about 50 dives there when he was a kid.  It left such 
an impression on him that he still remembers tiny 
details about a lot of the sites there, and it’s always 
fun to talk to divers who have visited the same sites. 

Brian has been teaching for almost 5 years, and 
loves every bit of it.  He has certified well over 700 
students and he can remember almost all of them.  
He became an Instructor Trainer about 2 years ago 
and says it was very rewarding to teach a basic 
diver during his advancement all the way to instruc-
tor.   

Brian has run a retail dive shop for more than 
5 years and loves interacting with new people and 
talking about the last dive with new and old dive 
buddies.  He says, “Diving is my time away from 
reality.  No matter what is going on in my life, when 
my head dips under the water and I descend into the 
depths I am always greeted by a spectacular site no 
matter how many times I do it.  Sharing this under-
water world that not many people ever get to see 
is what keeps me energized and pumped up about 
diving and teaching.” 

Brian challenged us with his Fish Identification 
game - with lots of intriguing fishes and critters for 
us to puzzle out.

From our June Meeting

Brian's game gave us a run for the money . . . 
some of us thought we knew it all and some of us 
thought we were sure about some of the subjects.  
It's amazing how diverse the undersea world is.  

Chuck Brown showed us how to do it with a 
score of over 100, leading Phil Hampton with 98 
and George McGuire with 94 . . . and I thought a 
68' would be a good score!  Chuck got an insulated 
travel mug for his knowledge, Phil got a 'Fish ID 
card'!, and George got a hat for their achievements. 
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Orlando Sentinel, May 20. 2005

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-200 ESC
1814 Billingshurst Court
Orlando FL 32825
(407) 306-5020
www.martindiveclub.org

Upcoming Events
June 14       Meeting: Florida School of Commercial Diving, St. Cloud FL

June 21       CPR Training: Barbara Shurman

July 1-4        Bimini Trip: Barbara Shurman

July 8-10      Key Largo: Al Wileden

July 12         Meeting: Ice Diving and Mexico Cave Diving, Dale Purchase

July 16         Smyrna Wrecks: Phil Carter

Aug 6-7        Pompano Trip: Phil Carter

TRACKER . . .
Marine biologist Marie Tellier places a live 

spiny lobster on the sea floor in the Florida Keys 
National Marine Sanctuary, about 80 miles west 
of Key West, Florida, May 18, 2005. The lobster 
is one of about 80 that has a tiny sound-producing 
transmitter affixed to its shell providing research-
ers means to follow the movements of the animals 
as they feed, hide from predators, mate, and spawn. 
The transmitter will fall off when the lobster molts.

REUTERS/HO/Bob Care/Florida Keys News Bureau

Undercurrent Online, May 16, 2005

How You Can Stop Marine Preserve 
Poachers in Thailand’s Andaman Sea: 

During the tsunami, the Greenleaf Society’s 
only patrol boat was destroyed, leaving this extraor-
dinary area wide open to poachers and dynamite 
fishermen.  The Coral Reef Society, with the sup-
port of Diversion Dive Travel in Cairns Australia, 
has teamed with Earthaide to raise $5000 for a 
new boat.  If you visit www.earthaide.com/Main/
home.aspx and make a few mouse clicks, Diversion 
Dive Travel will make a contribution on your behalf 
and if 6667 divers stop by, their final contribution 
will reach the required $5000.  This won’t cost you 
a nickel, but you will help stop dynamite fishermen 
in the Andaman’s rich seas, where the Ocean Rover 
and other live-aboards visit.  We clicked and hope 
that you do too.


