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SeaWorld Orlando with Cindy Kelly
August Meeting

Come to our August 9th meeting and hear Cindy 
Kelly from SeaWorld Orlando talk about some new 
programs and answer questions on SeaWorld’s fam-
ily programs (tours, camps, and sleepovers).  Cindy 
is the education marketing manager for SeaWorld, 
Discovery Cove, and Busch Gardens and is a certi-
fied diver, although most recent dives have been 
mostly in the Shark Encounter at SeaWorld.

SeaWorld Orlando has recently unveiled new 
Animal Connections and Beluga Interaction pro-
grams and exciting changes to Sharks Deep Dive.

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

 In its Animal Connections program, SeaWorld 
Orlando gets you up close and personal with killer 
whales, dolphins, sea lions, seals, walrus, sharks, 
penguins, tropical birds and more.

The Beluga Interaction Program is one of the 
few places in the world where guests can enter the 
belugas’ environment and experience an up-close, 
hands-on meeting with the beautiful white whales.  
Participants learn about the mysterious beluga 
whales, then change into wetsuits and get into the 
water under the supervision of the animal care staff 

at Wild Arctic.  Interactions include touching and 
feeding the belugas, and helping trainers communi-
cate with the animals through hand signals.  Open to 
guests aged 13 years and older.  Participants are not 
required to be expert swimmers, but must be com-
fortable in the water. 

Sharks Deep Dive recently debuted the SeaTrek 
helmets – which allow participants to breathe and 
communicate underwater without scuba equipment 
– during their close encounter with more than 50 
sharks and an array of fish.  A shark cage takes up to 
two guests at a time through a 125-foot long under-
water habitat teeming with sandtiger sharks, nurse 
sharks, sawfish, and thousands of schooling fish.  
Participants must be a minimum of 10 years of age.
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President's Column

Hello Fellow Divers,

It’s summertime and the living is easy!  Or at 
least the diving should be.  Nancy and I did some 
recent diving in Key Largo, and the conditions were 
almost perfect with calm seas and good visibility.  
We did, however, experience a “bubble storm.”  A 
“bubble storm” is created when you follow a group 
of 28 Advanced Open Water students down the 
mooring line to the Duane wreck.  The current was 
such that all the bubbles followed the line up and 
blew past us on their way to the surface.  The other 
exciting part of the dive was as we were on the way 
back up, there are 28 students hanging on the line 
at 20 feet or so.  Can’t complain too much since our 
daughter, Liz, was part of the group from University 
of South Florida getting their Advanced Certifica-
tions.  They all did well for their first deep dive with 
a ripping current.  As a recent dive master said, “It’s 
a little breezy down there.”  We did have a great 
time and would recommend Amy Slate’s Amoray 
dive resort as a good operation when you get a 
chance to get to Key Largo.    

Our July meeting featured Dale Purchase, who 
is a member of the KSC Barracudas and the Down 
Under Dive Club in Melbourne, Florida.  Dale has 

had over 4000 dives with many in the Great Lakes.  
He had several slides that showed the excitement 
behind Ice Diving.  It was apparent that one does 
not have to worry about a surface interval since you 
usually only do one dive.  It might have something 
to do with your regulator freezing up.  The second 
part of Dale’s presentation was devoted to diving in 
cenotes in the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico.  Dale 
started cave diving in Florida in the late 70’s and 
seems to be at home in the cave environment.  (I 
am more at home in an Open Water environment.)  
It was a very exciting presentation and I am sure 
many of us will want to do some Ice Diving next 
season and have a chance to frolic in the snow after 
the dive!  Not! 

Our upcoming August meeting will feature 
Cindy Kelly from SeaWorld and Discovery Cove.  
She’ll be talking about some of the new programs 
that are being offered at the park and I’m sure you’ll 
want to come out and hear this interesting presen-
tation.  We’ll be gathering at Joe’s Crab Shack, so 
plan on joining us at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, August 
9th. 

Until next time, see you “down under.”

Al Wileden
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LMDC Does Key Largo

Contact: Phil Carter
(386) 426-0466  home
(407) 306-7081  work

phil.carter@lmco.com

• 3 nights, double occupancy at Kelly’s on the Bay Resort

• Three, 2-tank dives with Aqua-Nuts Divers

• Tanks and weights included

• Continental breakfast

• Microwave and refrigerator in every room

Bring your own underwater cam-
era or take advantage of some of 
the CLUB’s rental camera equip-

ment as we visit the photo friendly 
sites of Key Largo.  

August 25 - 28, 2005

$275
$75 deposit due August 5
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Take Home Shark Teeth, Whale Teeth, or 
Even Mastodon Teeth!

Find Fossils 4- to 8-Million Years Old!

Dive into the Past with Us on 
September 23 - 25 in Venice, Florida  

The trip includes beach dives, 2 nights 
at Holiday Inn, Venice - big pool, fitness center, 

volleyball, restaurant and lounge
Unlimited beach diving for 

fossilized prehistoric shark teeth 
Breakfast both mornings

 Lunch on the beach provided Saturday

The price is $85,
$40 deposit due September 10th

Contact 
Chuck Brown at (407) 856-0026

charles.d.brown@lmco.com

Check Out Venice On Line  
http://venice-fla.com/capital.htm

Shark! (Tooth) Diving in Venice
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2005 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Deposit 

Amount
Cut 
Off 

Date

Total
Cost

Feb 11-
12
Fri - Sat

Manatees @ Crystal River - Get up close with 
these endangered gentle giants, One night in 
hotel, half day snorkel boat charter, breakfast

Mike McCleskey
(407) 808-6453
MMcCleskey@cfl.rr.com

$75 Sold
Out

$75

Mar 4-6
Fri - Sun

Springs Camp Out & Dive - 2 nights tent 
camping at Ginnie Springs, water & elec., Sat. 
breakfast & potluck dinner.  Dives are $29/day

Bob McNatt
(407) 366-0664
rmcnatt@cfl.rr.com

$45/$25 Feb 
25

$45 Adults
$25 Kids

March 20
Sun

CPR Training - New or Update certification, 1⁄2 
day course.  Optional group dinner afterwards.  
MDC pays half of the first 12!

Barbara Shurman
(407) 380-2962
bbshurman@aol.com

$15/$30 Mar 
8

$15 1st 
12,

$30 after
Mar 26
Sat

Chili Cook-Off - 2nd Annual, Chili & Pictionary, 
Prizes, 4 PM, Kennedy residence in Clermont

Patsy Kennedy
(352) 243-2425
patsykennedy@cfl.rr.com

Call 
Patsy

Mar 
18

Pot of 
Chili or 

$10/family
Apr 15-17
Fri - Sun

Ocean Fest - Consumer dive show in Ft 
Lauderdale, stay in quaint Lauderdale by the 
Sea, shore diving

Bill Paskert
(407) 678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$50 Mar 
31

$110

May 21 20th Anniversary Party - Clubhouse, pool, 
catered meal, celebrate 20 great years of 
diving with MDC

Nancy Wileden
(407) 971-8525
nwileden@cfl.rr.com

$5 May 
10

$5

May 28-
Jun 4
Sat - Sat

Little Cayman Beach Resort - One week, 3 
dives/day, 3 gourmet meals/day, pool, hot tub, 
bikes, iguanas, adventures.

Wendy McCleskey
(407) 273-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

$125 Mar 
8

$1850

June 18
Sat

Boynton Beach - Wreck & Reef, Starfish 
Enterprise
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$25 May 
17

$55

Jun 25-
26
Sat - Sun

West Palm Beach
KSC Barracudas

Phil Stasik
(321) 455-2221
stasik@cfl.rr.com

$50 Jun 
21

$110

July 1-4
Fri - Mon

Bimini - 4 days/3 nights at Scuba Bimini Yacht 
Club, R/T air from Ft Lauderdale, free airport 
parking, 7 boat dives, tanks & weights included, 
airport transfer, room taxes & surcharge

Barbara Shurman
(407) 380-2962
bbshurman@aol.com

$100 June 
3

$475

July 16
Sat

New Smyrna Wreck - Day trip, 2-tank dive with 
Sea Dogs, dive the Antilles Star & the Maxine 
D.

Phil Carter
(386) 426-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$30 Jul 
12

$70

Aug 6-7
Sat - Sun

Pompano Beach - 2 days diving with Sea 
Horse Charters, one night at Paradise Beach 
Resort 

Phil Carter
(386) 426-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$50 July 
15

$130

Aug 25-
28
Thurs 
- Sun

Key Largo 3-day weekend - 3 nights at Kelly’s 
on the Bay, 3 days diving with Aqua-Nuts, tanks 
& weights included, Continental breakfast.

Phil Carter
(386) 426-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$75 Aug 
5

$275

Sept 10-
11

Florida Keys - Kelly’s Aqua-Nuts
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$125 Aug 
16

$250

Sep 23-
25
Fri - Sun

Venice Beach - Shore diving for prehistoric 
fossilized shark’s teeth, 2 nights in hotel, 
breakfast both mornings, lunch on Saturday

Chuck Brown
(407) 856-0026
charles.d.brown@lmco.com

$40 Sep 
10

$85

October 1 Jupiter Beach - Jupiter Dive Center
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$25 Sep 
20

$55

Oct 28-30
Fri - Sun

Fantasy Fest/Key West - Experience Key 
West’s wildest Halloween celebration, 2 nights 
at Sugar Loaf Lodge Resort, Saturday night 
Twilight Fantasy Parade, no diving included.

Mike McCleskey
(407) 808-6453
mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

$100 Sep 
13

$175

Nov 12 Boynton Beach - Starfish Enterprise
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$25 Oct 
18

$55



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’August 2005 6 LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ August 20057

Bimini Dive Trip
July 1 - 4

Our trip to Bimini offered some wonderful 
diving for our group of 10 divers that were able 
to get away for the 4th of July weekend.  Despite 
some issues with the air charter and three trips via a 
small, five-passenger plane, we were able to finally 
get all of us and our gear to the island in time for a 
wonderful lunch and a leisurely afternoon dive.  The 
weekend offered a very much needed break from all 
the rain that we were having back in O-town, as the 
weather was clear and dry every day.  

The diving could not have been any better, with 
80 ft. plus visibility and hardly any current on any 
of our 7 dives.  All types of tropical fish were seen 
and during the night dive, we saw some really large 
crabs, lobsters, a cuttlefish, and two eels doing the 
tango, just to name a few.   

After the last dive of the weekend, our dive 
master and his crew dove for some fresh conch 
after being dragged behind the boat with their heads 
underwater. We watched in awe as they free dove 
down to depths past 30 feet, grabbed large conch 

Bimini Boat Building
“The Bimini Bonefisher,” a custom handcrafted 

work of art, is the latest creation of Ansil Saunders, 
a fifth generation boat builder.  His boats have been 
shown at the Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show 
and in Nassau.  Mr. Saunders builds one boat per year, 
and construction usually takes about 10 weeks.

A 16-foot, $13,000 skiff, the Bonefisher is built 

to pursue bonefish in water as shallow as five inches 
deep.  Mahogany, native horseflesh wood from South 
Bimini, and oak are used to construct his boats. 

Mr. Saunders guarantees that this boat is unique 
to Bimini, and it has proven to be the most effective 
vessel on the bonefish flats, because of its durability 
and shallow draft.

This well-respected businessman is also a Bi-
mini-born bonefisherman.  He is a renowned sports 
ambassador, through his lifelong talent as a bonefish 
guide, a bone-fishing world record holder, and the 
recipient of the prestigious 2003 Cacique Award 
(Minister’s Award).

Mr. Saunders first received recognition as the 
fisherman who guided the late civil rights leader, 
Martin Luther King Jr., when he supposedly came 
to Bimini in search of serenity and to clear his mind.  
Mr. Saunders took him out in his boat to spots that 
were very peaceful.  On this outing Martin Luther 
King Jr. took notes for his speech that later earned 
him the Noble Peace Prize.

From the Web

shells and brought them to the surface.  They tossed 
them into the boat, cracked open the top to release 
the muscle that holds the animal inside, and then 
pulled them out and onto the deck of the boat.  Ap-
parently the “pisser” is the favorite of the native 
men, which they almost fought over to pop into 
their mouths; to each his own.  They cut up the ten-
der part of the meat and made a fresh conch salad 
for us; this was served with some rum punch for the 
ride back to the dock.  

Despite not being their Independence Day, the 
Bahamians set up a nice celebration for us with a 
fireworks display and a street party in their small 
streets.  I personally think that they were just look-
ing for an excuse to party.  Anyway, the Kaliks 
couldn’t have tasted any better as well as the “Salty 
Dogs.”  The trip home was good as we were able to 
all go in 1 trip with our gear and two planes.  It was 
a fun trip with a great group and awesome diving!  

Barbara Shurman
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New Smyrna Wreck Dive
July 16

Everyone had a good time Saturday, July 16th, 
diving two wrecks off New Smyrna Beach.  The 
seas were virtually flat.  The thermocline at 50 feet 
dropped the visibility from 50+ feet to 15 feet, and 
the temperature on the bottom was only 70ºF.

We dove the wreck of the Antilles Star, a 165-
foot Dutch trawler sunk in 80 feet 16 miles off the 
coast of Daytona Beach.  The second dive was on 
the 165-foot supply vessel, Maxine-D, also lying at 
80 feet.

   The dive operation, Sea Dogs Dive Center 
(http://www.seadogdiver.com) operates out of New 
Smyrna Beach and is located on the North Cause-
way adjacent to Riverview Charlie's Bed & Break-
fast.  Sea Dogs operates a 42-foot Newton dive 
vessel and they had an instructor or dive master in 
the water on both dives.  

On the last dive, while some of our group were 
doing their safety stop, five dolphin decided to play 
with the remaining few divers.  This was unprece-
dented according to the dive masters and instructor.  
Cheryl Berry managed to get a couple of awesome 
pictures.

Phil Carter

Photos by Cheryl Berry

"SEE SON . . . THIS IS WHY I SAVE THESE BITS."
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The sponge, from the genus Euplectella, uses a 
host of tricks for turning its brittle, primarily glass, 
skeleton into strong structures, researchers report 
in the current issue of the journal Science. In fact, 
scientists are looking to the sponge for new ideas in 
materials science and engineering.

The sponge first builds strong microscopic fibers 
by gluing together thin layers of glass. Then it gath-
ers these laminated fibers together for even more 
strength.  It’s like a bundle of sticks tied together 
-- much harder to break than a single twig.  The 
bundles are arranged in a grid that gets embedded 
into glass cement, so it becomes like reinforced 
concrete.

People use these kinds of techniques to build 
structures such as skyscrapers.  But Joanna Aizen-
berg of Bell Laboratories says what’s amazing is 
that the sponge grows its lattice - and its glasswork 
doesn’t require the kind of red-hot furnace that hu-
man glass makers need.

“I cannot imagine how a structure of this so-
phistication can be produced,” says Aizenberg, the 
study’s lead author.

Glass Sponge, from page 10

Undercurrent Online Update, July 2005     

DIVING NEWS
July 07, 2005     

Shadow Divers: Among the best of all diving 
nonfiction is Robert Kurson’s Shadow Divers, a tale 
of two wreck divers who discover the hull of a Ger-
man U-boat near New Jersey and trace the story be-
hind it and those who died in it.  Published last year, 
the book will be turned into a major film directed by 
Ridley Scott.  If you haven’t read this block buster, 
it’s now available in paperback and can be pur-
chased directly through Undercurrent, at Amazon’s 
best prices; all of our profits on this and any other 
purchase you make will go directly to preserve coral 
reefs.  [Editor’s Note: I highly recommend, and 
have loaned out my copy several times.]  

Fish Story: Bob Charles, a Florida Keys diver 
from Cudjoe Key, claims to have the bruises and 
four stitches in a lip following an attack by a 100-
pound Goliath grouper last month.  “It was just so 
fast,” Charles told the Keynoter, a Florida Keys 
newspaper.  “I didn’t realize my head was in his 
mouth until I was on the way to the hospital, and I 
saw the blood.”  Charles, spearfishing for snapper in 
30 feet of water, said the grouper had been follow-
ing him.  [Editor’s Note: Perhaps our member who 
is a nurse on Marathon, Susan Rauckman, can ver-
ify his story.]  Charles’ story reminded Bob Berger, 
owner of Bonefish Bob’s tackle shop in Islamorada, 
of a true story 35 years ago, in the waters of Maine, 
when a monkfish killed a diver.  “My son-in-law 
was giving diving lessons to four or five guys near 
the Nubble Light House off York,” said Berger.  
“They were in 20 feet of water.  All of a sudden a 
monkfish grabbed one diver by the throat and there 
was nothing the others could do.  The fish killed the 
guy,” (Bill Sargent, June 26, Florida Today)

July 27, 2005     
Cozumel Diving Little Affected by Emily: 

Hurricane Emily spared the Cayman Islands major 
damage, but slammed into Cozumel early in the 
morning on July 18.  Aldora Divers reported dam-
age to beach resorts at Playa Mia (formerly Playa 
Sol), San Francisco Beach, and Nachi-Cocom.  As 
for the reefs, reports to Undercurrent suggest little 
reef damage and not much silting, though some 
shallow snorkel sites like Dzul Ha suffered signifi-

cant damage.  Some interesting photos at www.cozu
melweddingplanner.com/emily/emily.htm.

New Scuba Flicks: Look for two from Holly-
wood in the next two months.

In The Cave, a rescue team is sent into the 
world’s largest underground system to try to find the 
spelunkers who first explored it, but they’re hunted 
by monsters living down deep, maybe somebody 
from PADI selling rescue diver certifications.  See 
the trailer at www.sonypictures.com/movies/the-
cave.

Into the Blue tells the story of four friends 
diving for treasure off the coast of Florida who 
uncover drugs aboard a downed airplane, one 
treasure Mel Fisher missed.  View the trailer at 
www.sonypictures.com/movies/intotheblue.

Check out the Undercurrent at 
www.undercurrent.org
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LMDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:

•  Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text 
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

•  E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•  Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

Last, but certainly not least, we had our famous 
door prize event.  Our thanks to the prize donors, 
and remember to mention LMDC when visiting our 
local dive merchants.  In the 50-50 Raffle, Nancy won 
$19.

In other CLUB business, folks told about their 
recent dive experiences.  Barbara Shurman told us 
about her trip to Bimini.  Then folks leading upcom-
ing trips spoke about our Key Largo and Venice 
excursions.

From Our July Meeting

Dale Purchase on Ice Diving and Cave Diving in Mexico
At our July 12th meeting, Dale Purchase gave 

us a view into the different worlds of diving under 
ice and of diving in cenotes in the Yucatan Penin-
sula of Mexico.  Dale has over 4000 dives, with 
many of them on wrecks in the Great Lakes region.  
He recently retired to Florida and continues to dive 
with the KSC Barracudas and the Down Under Dive 
Club in Melbourne, Florida.  Since getting certified 
in 1958, Dale has dove over 150 wrecks in fresh-
water lakes and 35 wrecks in Florida and Caribbean 
waters.  In 1979, he started cave diving in Florida, 
becoming a cave-diving instructor.  When back up 
north, he dove in abandoned iron mines!

Dale Purchase on Diving

Dale showed us two of his slide show produc-
tions, complete with sound effects.  

Dale’s first slide presentation was about ice 
diving in Lake Superior in the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan.  In addition to all the usual dive gear, ice 
diving requires tools needed to clear the snow from 
the ice, make a hole in the ice, and lots of warm 

underwear beneath the dry suit.  You have to be 
careful to keep your regulator dry before the dive 
so it doesn’t freeze in the cold air.  The divers are 
tethered to a rope, which is played out by a person 
above the hole.  Dale said he usually only does one 
dive and then he would be the one playing out the 
rope.  He said the fish were usually very lethargic . 
. . because they are so --ing cold!! . . . so you could 
get close to them.  He also had pictures of ice cave 
formations under the water.  The photography was 
beautiful, especially the pictures showing the sun 
shining through the ice.  

Dale’s second presentation focused on fresh-
water cave diving in the Yucatan Peninsula near 
Akumal.  Diving the caves requires cave certifica-
tion, and divers are usually accompanied by a guide.  
The caves feature stalactites and stalagmites formed 
during the Ice Age.  The formations are very fragile 
which is one reason guides are required.  Most of 
the life in the caves are blind because there is no 
ambient light.   There is an extensive network of 
caves to dive.  Dale said he has been there many 
times but has never done any ocean dives while he 
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Upcoming Events
Aug 9           Meeting: Cindy Kelly, SeaWorld Orlando

Aug 25-28    Key Largo Trip: Phil Carter

Sep 13         Meeting: George McGuire, Australia and Palau

Sep 23-25    Venice Trip: Chuck Brown

The deep-sea sponge Venus’ Flower Basket constructs 
a glass building that houses a pair of mating shrimp. 

Courtesy of Lucent Technologies/Bell Labs

The remarkable design of Venus’ Flower Basket 
contains core construction strategies used in civil 
and mechanical engineering, and at a scale 1,000 
times smaller.  Here its structure is compared with 

the Swiss Tower in London, the Hotel De Las Artes in 
Barcelona, and a fragment of the Eiffel Tower in Paris.

Courtesy of Joanna Aizenberg

National Public Radio, All Things Considered, July 7, 2005

Deep Sea Sponges Are Master Builders in Glass
by Nell Boyce 

Sponges may conjure visions of the soft and 
squishy, but some of those living deep beneath the 
sea build complex glass structures that are marvels 
of engineering.

See ‘Glass Sponge’, page 8


