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Australia and Palau with George McGuire
September Meeting

Come to our September 13th meeting and hear 
well-traveled member, George McGuire, tell and 
show us about his latest and greatest dive adventure 
trip.  He sent me a link to his travel pictures posted 
on the Web shortly after he returned.  They're beau-
tiful!  Come see them while George tells us about 
the trip.  In his own words:

"Australia.  Palau.  Two places high on most 
divers dream lists.  In late May and early June I 
went to both.

25 hours after leaving my home, I walked 
into the hotel in Cairns, Australia, that would be 
the base for several days of diving on the Great 
Barrier Reef.  At that point, the Reef is a 2-hour 
boat ride from port.  It was coming on winter in 
Australia, which meant sea and diving condi-
tions that were very similar to south Florida in 
the winter - rough seas, cold water, and limited 
visibility.  There were lots of different creatures 
to discover as well as many that looked like ours 
with different paint jobs.  Diving wasn’t the only 
thing to do there.  There was also the rainforest 

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

to explore and a balloon to ride over the high 
country behind the coastal mountains.

The plane from Cairns took us to Guam, the 
'Atlanta of the western Pacific', for the con-
necting flight to Palau.  The 12-hour layover 
provided an opportunity to explore the island.  
I had been there several times before, but had 
only seen the inside of air terminals, military and 
civilian.  Did you know that in the days of the 
Spanish galleons a tiny harbor in Guam was the 
only place they stopped during the long voyage 
between Manila and Acapulco?  I didn’t.  I dis-
covered that piece of trivia while driving around 
the island.

See ‘George’, page 3
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Hello Fellow Divers,

This past month has been pretty hot, but the wa-
ter feels good once you’re finally in and descending 
to the depths!  I hope that you have had some op-
portunity this summer to get out and experience one 
of life’s beauties: that of the ocean and its varied 
and wonderful inhabitants. 

 A colleague of mine from the United Kingdom 
doesn’t have the nice warm water to dive in, that 
we do.  I just returned from a visit there and did 
some comparisons of water temperatures and vis-
ibility.  Our water temperature this time of year is 
in the toasty eighties and visibility is sometimes 80 
feet or so.  In the UK recently, the water tempera-
ture was 16 degrees Celsius.  Yes, that’s about 60 
degrees Fahrenheit as we know it.  As for the vis, 
my colleague said that you need to keep an eye on 
your buddy’s fins, since that’s about all you can see 
ahead.  I’d say about 7 to 10 feet, at the most.  How 
does a 7-mil wet suit with a 7-mil jacket sound for 
this time of year?  Oh, and a hood!  Anyway, what 
do you see in this type of environment?  Reefs?  
Marine life?  Sharks?  Not likely.  They were 

rewarded with a ship wreck that had little to no 
life on it.  One nice thing is that you don’t need to 
worry much about a surface interval, since one dive 
is about all you can do, in one trip, unless you are 
wearing a dry suit.  Needless to say, he is looking 
forward to diving off West Palm on his next trip to 
the States.  

Our August meeting was very informative as 
to the programs that Sea World has recently added 
and some that have been revamped.  Cindy Kelly 
presented several programs that are being offered 
at Sea World, such as the beluga whale encounter, 
the shark tank, and even a sleep over, if one is so 
inclined.  The meeting was quite entertaining and 
gave us an insight as to what new things are hap-
pening at one of Orlando’s major tourist attractions.  

This month, we welcome George McGuire with 
his presentation on Palau and the Great Barrier 
Reef.  You’ll want to come out and see George’s 
photo show and narrative on these exciting dive 
destinations.  We will be gathering at 6:30 p.m. at 
Joe’s Crab Shack, so come out and enjoy some good 
food, conversation and an informative presentation. 

Until next time, see you “down under.”

Al Wileden
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Date Event Contact Deposit 
Amount

Cut 
Off 

Date

Total
Cost

Sept 10-
11

Florida Keys - Kelly’s Aqua-Nuts
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$125 Aug 
16

$250

Sep 23-
25
Fri - Sun

Venice Beach - Shore diving for prehistoric 
fossilized shark’s teeth, 2 nights in hotel, 
breakfast both mornings, lunch on Saturday

Chuck Brown
(407) 856-0026
charles.d.brown@lmco.com

$40 Sep 
10

$85

October 1 Jupiter Beach - Jupiter Dive Center
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$25 Sep 
20

$55

Oct 28-30
Fri - Sun

Fantasy Fest/Key West - Experience Key 
West’s wildest Halloween celebration, 2 nights 
at Sugar Loaf Lodge Resort, Saturday night 
Twilight Fantasy Parade, no diving included.

Mike McCleskey
(407) 808-6453
mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

$100 Sep 
13

$175

Nov 12 Boynton Beach - Starfish Enterprise
KSC Barracudas

John Lawlor
(321) 459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$25 Oct 
18

$55

Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2005 Activity Schedule

George, from page 1

Palau is a fantastic place.  A bunch of islands 
scattered over a 75-mile stretch of ocean.  It’s 
home to about 10,000 people, but it is its own 
country.  One that is closely connected to the 
US; almost everyone speaks English, they use 
the US dollar as their currency, and the US 
Postal Service runs the postal service.  Diving 
conditions were heavenly - warm smooth water, 
unlimited visibility, massive walls, and huge 
swim-throughs.

Pictures at the September meeting, y’all 
come."

You can get a sneak peak at Georges photos by 
going to his sites on the Web: 

Australia: http://octoeight.smugmug.com/gallery/644419  

Palau: http://octoeight.smugmug.com/gallery/645035

Photo Contest 
Entries Due at 

October Meeting
Get your pictures ready for the Annual LMDC 

Photo Contest.

The deadline is October 11, 2005, and the 
results will be presented and awards given at the 
November 9th meeting.  Any member can enter this 
fun event.  

You don’t have to be an experienced photog-
rapher to enter.  There is a category for everyone 
including ‘First-time Entry’. More to follow on the 
rules next month.

The CLUB has the equipment and the resources 
available to help you capture your underwater ad-
ventures.  

If you have any questions or would like to enter 
your photos, please call our Camera Guy, Mike 
McCleskey at (407) 808-6453 or (407) 273-6655, or 
contact any of your Club officers.

Mike McCleskey
Activities Chairman

Camera Chairman
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Take Home Shark Teeth, Whale Teeth, or 
Even Mastodon Teeth!

Find Fossils 4- to 8-Million Years Old!

Dive into the Past with Us on 
September 23 - 25 in Venice, Florida  

The trip includes beach dives, 2 nights 
at Holiday Inn, Venice - big pool, fitness center, 

volleyball, restaurant and lounge
Unlimited beach diving for 

fossilized prehistoric shark teeth 
Breakfast both mornings

 Lunch on the beach provided Saturday

The price is $85,
$40 deposit due September 10th

Contact 
Chuck Brown at (407) 856-0026

charles.d.brown@lmco.com

Check Out Venice On Line  
http://venice-fla.com/capital.htm

Shark! (Tooth) Diving in Venice
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From the Internet, email from Mike McCleskey

403 lb Grouper
Subject: 403 lb Grouper Caught in Florida While 
Spearfishing in 425 ft Depths
Florida Middle Grounds, aprox. 85 miles out of 
Tampa, FL.
Weekend of June 17-18, 2005.  
Speared on a wreck in 425 ft of water. 

I spent the last year plotting and planning.  New 
and better equipment, lots of designing and testing 
of everything.  Finally got it all done, planned the 
trip out, and we loaded down HeadHunter with 60 
tanks, 10 stage bottles, 4 O2 bottles, 400 gallons of 
diesel, 3000 lb of ice, and about 5 million pounds of 
misc equipment.

Along on the trip were myself, Spearten, Sim-
plyScuba, Jazzien, BucketOne, and the Moose.  We 
left port Wednesday evening, and SpearTen and I 
did the 425-foot dive around 11:00 Friday morning.  
It was a neap tide and I prayed for fish, viz, and low 
current.

We got to the wreck, a huge freighter that stood 
50 feet high in 425 feet.  It had a great fish show on 
it, and we all just kinda stared at the color screen.  
Kevin Bruington had made me one of his stom 
buoys (thanks Kev) and we pitched it to the wreck 
with 32 lb of lead.

Direct hit! Great!
SpearTen and I geared up, five tanks, five regs, 

and all the other tech gear the dive required.  We 
rolled and began the 3-minute descent.  On a deep 
ocean dive like this, you never know what water 
conditions are until you descend as they can change 
every few feet.  

Perfect conditions!!! 
The wreck came into view around 250 feet and 

we touched down at 375 feet on the deck.  With no 
BS, I’ve never dove in any clearer water anywhere 
at anytime.  You could see 150 feet plus in any di-
rection, and it was light and blue, no lights needed.

There were a half dozen Warsaws in the 40- to 
100-lb range close to us when I spotted the monster 
facing me about 100 feet away.  I got my buoy-
ancy trimmed out, and he came charging down the 
wreck towards me.  Time began to slow down as 
many years of effort and dreams all came down to 
a few seconds.  He went into an aggressive mode, 
changed colors and threw up his dorsal fin.

Awesome. Just frigging awesome.
I had made a couple of barbless shafts up, sharp-

ened to a 2-inch long needle point.  I pointed my 

Bucket came free diving down to a hundred 
feet (that’s insane) and wrote out “400 LBS” on 
my slate.  We finished up our lengthy deco as we 
watched large wahoo swimming around us in the 84 
degree water. 

52-inch SS Hornet and slammed a free shaft into the 
sweet spot.  OMG, I almost rolled him.  He started 
shaking back and forth, and I slammed shaft num-
ber two into his head.  I swam over and grabbed 
him and was thinking OK now WTF.  We crashed 
into the wreck at 397 feet, and I had my hands full.  
He was still moving around a little and I decided 
that I didn’t want my 46-year-old ass tied to this 
fish at this depth.  I put a PH on my kill spike and 
slammed into his head.  I’m not sure now whether it 
was necessary or not, but at the time it seemed like 
the prudent thing to do.

I had been planning on lift bagging him up, but 
decided to pump air into his mouth and swim him 
up a few feet.  20 feet up and 10 seconds of pumped 
air later, he took off and I watched him blast to-
wards the surface.  Awesome.

I turned and watched SpearTen slam a spear into 
a 73-lb Warsaw’s head and stone it.  Great shot!  We 
were a minute under our planned bottom time and 
decided to head on up.  We met Jazzien (our first 
support diver) at 170 feet and I said “Did you get 
him?” and he answered that he had watched it blast 
by him, and it should be on the surface.

See ‘Grouper’, page 6
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The Lightning Stalker at the 
Orlando Science Center

Past MDC speaker David O. Stillings - aka “the 
Lightning Stalker” - has his incredible photographs 
of lightning on display at the Orlando Science 
Center through September 30th.  David O. has been 
taking these unbelievable pictures since 1976.   For 
more information:  (407) 514-2000 or www.osc.org.

Unreal.
It took all four of the guys and a block and 

tackle to get the fish on the boat.  We took some 
pics and headed toward some shallower water.

Awesome.
What an awesome dive.  There’s just too few 

moments like this in one’s life.
I’d like to thank all the guys for their support 

and efforts to make this happen.  A special thanks to 
Zeagle and Spearfishing Specialities for making the 
gear that made this possible.  A final and very spe-
cial thanks to my brother-in-law, SpearTen, for all 
his help and work towards making this happen.  It 
takes a lot of guts to roll off a perfectly good boat in 
425 feet with 200 lb of steel strapped to your back.  

LMDC Goes Digital 
Your dive Club has finally taken the plunge 

and added digital camera capabilities to our already 
impressive offering of underwater photo equipment.  

We are the proud new owners of one SeaLife 
DC500, 5 megapixel digital camera and underwater 
housing.  This camera is rated to a depth of 200 feet 
(although I am sure our Safety Chairman, Warren, 
will tell you never to test that), and it features the 
new “Shark Mode” for faster and sharper pictures of 
moving objects underwater and in sports photogra-
phy on land.  

The 
radically new 
design is not 
only more 
compact than 
any previous 
underwater 
camera, but 
SeaLife’s 
designers have 
put a high priority on ease of use, allowing one-but-
ton operation, a large 2” LCD, full rubber armoring, 
and ergonomic button designs.  The long-life lithi-
um-ion rechargeable battery is an important feature 
for divers planning multiple dives.  It can be used as 
a waterproof land camera and is completely compat-
ible with all other SeaLife lenses and accessories.  

The camera is accompanied by SeaLife’s new 
SL960D Digital Strobe, which is not only compat-
ible with the SeaLife 
camera, but also with 
all Canon, Olympus, 
Sony, Nikon, Fuji, 
Minolta, Casio, Pen-
tax, and other brands 
of digital cameras 
with up to 4 pre-flashes.  

As I write this article, the new camera is off 
traveling the Galapagos Islands with Club VP, Bar-
bara Shurman.  

Make plans to get out there and take some pic-
tures - film or digital!! 

Mike McCleskey 
Camera Chairman

Grouper, from page 5
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The ‘pee factor’ in diving: When 
the urge hits, should you?

Most experienced divers don’t think twice about 
peeing underwater, but there are those especially 
new divers - who are hesitant. Should you hold your 
urine underwater? Is there a downside to holding 
it? Does holding or emptying your bladder affect 
thermal status?

Once underwater, the urge to urinate increases. 
During a dive, there is about a 60 percent increase 
in the work of breathing. Pressure outside the chest 
wall is positive and at the end of breath expiration, 
internal lung pressure is less negative. Negative 
pressure breathing causes divers to lose about 350 
cc/hour from their circulating blood volume.

The cardiovascular system changes. More blood 
returns to the heart due to increased abdominal pres-
sure and decreased pooling in peripheral veins. Cold 
inhibits the natural anti-diuretic hormone, so periph-
eral blood vessels constrict, driving fluid back into 
the core and stimulating urine discharge. Diving 
increases carbon dioxide in the blood, which also 
decreases a natural antidiuretic hormone, promoting 
fluid loss from blood.

There is no increased central blood volume and 
output from the heart increases up to 30 percent. 

The result? Urine flow increases 4-5 times during a 
dive.

Even with all those physiological changes, there 
should be no problem emptying the bladder while 
diving - if the person is wearing a wet suit. The odor 
will wash out if care is taken after diving.

Holding the urine in could possibly be harmful. 
There have been cases of fainting when the stretch 
receptors located in the wall of the bladder are 
stimulated and a vagal nerve reaction - a decrease 
in heart rate, blood pressure, and a feeling of light-
headedness occurs. Fainting underwater is risky to 
say the least.

In addition, why ruin a perfect sport by the 
sense of urgency that occurs as well as the distrac-
tion from multitasking?

The problem is different when wearing a dry 
suit. Men have a “pee valve”. Women have to wear 
some absorbent shorts or diapers (Depends, for 
example).

Is there a change in thermal status? Loss of heat 
from the urine might be counteracted by the tem-
porary heating of the wet suit. If using a dry suit, it 
would likely be a wash. But, to my knowledge, the 
topic has not been studied.

So, my best answer is you need to go ahead and 
pee even if it is against your sensibilities.

- Ernest Campbell, MD, the Scuba Doc

Undercurrent, August 2005

Club Members Honored 
in Bonaire

Recently, Club members Grace and Phil Hamp-
ton and Wendy, Mike, and Torey McCleskey were 
recognized by the Tourism Corporation of Bonaire 
(TCB) for their continuing long-term support of 
Bonaire tourism.  They each were presented with a 
certificate declaring them “Bonaire Ambassadors” 
and a gold medal!  TCB states their goal in making 

such presentations is 
that they “hope that they 
will share the warmth 
and hospitality they 
have found here with 
their friends and family 
by bringing them along 
on their next vacation to 
Bonaire!”

Member News

Grace, Phil, and Wendy have each been visit-
ing Bonaire annually since 1981, Mike joined in by 
1986, and Torey made his first trip there, at the age 
of 3 months, in 1992.

While in Bonaire, Grace Hampton logged her 
1000th dive, and if it weren’t for a pesky ear prob-
lem, Torey would have broken the 100 dive mark!

Mike McCleskey



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’September 2005 8 LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ September 20059

Etiquette for Reef-
divers 

by John Bantin
The dive boat reaches the site, and more than a 

dozen divers crash into the water.  This is no disci-
plined military team on a synchronised mission, but 
a group of individuals, possibly loosely grouped in 
buddy pairs, all resolutely pursuing their own inter-
ests. Some just want to get through the dive. Others 
want to loiter and study the minutiae of life on the 
reef. Some want to take photographs. 

Women are usually better at making themselves 
part of the scene, whereas men are more likely to 
want to inflict themselves on it. What all divers 
must remember is that their freedom ends where the 
next diver’s begins. 

For example, it is not polite to do a three-hour 
rebreather dive which leaves everyone else sitting 
up at the surface in the sun aboard the boat waiting 
after one hour on open-circuit. 

Neither is it courteous to spoil another person’s 
dive, for whatever reason.

SPOT THE FROGFISH 
We no longer think it clever to ride on turtles or 

mantas, make pufferfish inflate or take lumps of cor-
al home as souvenirs. Gone are the days when the 
most common question about wildlife was: “What 
was it before you trod on it?”

Nevertheless, there are still plenty of incom-
petent divers who are unable to look at something 
without being drawn onto a collision course with it. 

They often have a particularly strange attitude to 
animals which hole up during daylight hours. Insist 
on dragging a whitetip reef shark, however small, 
from under an overhang and don’t be surprised if 
it bites you. Mediterranean octopuses start looking 
very forlorn by July - many had been brooding eggs 
until clumsy divers decided they wanted to play 
with them. 

The Antennariidae family rue the day they were 
discovered and became the focus of the game “Spot 
the Frogfish”. Moray eels have learned to bite back. 
And the most genteel, well-educated people on land 
can turn into mindless vandals underwater when a 
lobster is in their sights.

IMAGINE A RHINO 
Looking but not touching is the fundamental 

rule, but reef etiquette is designed not only to pro-
tect marine life but to enable you to appreciate it to 
the full. So what’s the difference between a rhi-
noceros and a thresher shark? Less than you might 
think! 

To get close to a rhino in the wild, you must ap-
proach quietly from downwind, taking cover behind 
bushes or trees. If you just rush up, the rhino will 
either run away or charge you. 

It’s the same with most animals, such as fish. 
Those that hang around passively usually have 
something horrible to share - like a venomous sting.

Most of us see rhinos only at the zoo. They are 
used to being gawped at and know the rules. Fish in 
aquariums are the same. They don’t swim off, but 
then, they have nowhere to go. 

Scuba-diving allows you to meet animals in 
the wild, but with or without a camera you must be 
stealthy, especially if you want close encounters 
with pelagic animals.

Exhaled bubbles do little to help you get close, 
although even rebreathers, with their reduced 
amount or total absence of bubbles, won’t make you 
invisible - they simply give you more time in the 
water.

However you are equipped, move cautiously 
across the backside of those coral-covered hillocks, 
trying to breathe as gently as you can. In this way 
you can stalk those big fish that browse in the blue 
water just beyond your cover.

Don’t put yourself between your quarry and the 
light, or betray your presence by revealing it against 
a bluewater background. Keep your movements 
fluid and neat. The sudden appearance of a limb 
from a slowly moving shape can startle the most 
passive creature. 

Stay close to the topography. Be as still as a 
rock and any animals might just think you are one.

ANTI-SOCIAL WEIRDO
Photographers should present the smallest 

profile in the water to your quarry by approaching 
head-on and horizontal, keeping your fin-strokes 
short and hidden behind your body. Swing your 
camera slowly in the direction of your subject, to 
avoid alarming it. It takes patience to become part 
of the scenery.

Of course, all this reef etiquette is worthless if 
you have to share the space with divers for whom 

Safety and Training

See ‘Etiquette’, page 10



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’September 2005 8 LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ September 20059

LMDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:

•  Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net your text 
and graphics on disk to me at MP-031

•  E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•  Fax (please call before sending) at work: (407) 356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

Last, but certainly not least, we had our famous 
door prize event.  Our thanks to the prize donors, 
and remember to mention LMDC when visiting 
our local dive merchants.  Jim Roberts won the 50-50 
Raffle.

In other CLUB business, folks told about their 
recent dive experiences.  Phil and Grace, just back 
from 3 weeks in Bonaire, told us that Grace has be-
come a gorilla diver - 53 dives for the trip, including 
her 1000th!  Then Chuck, who's leading our upcom-
ing Shark Tooth trip to Venice, gave us an update.

From Our August Meeting

SeaWorld Orlando with Cindy Kelly
At our August 9th meeting, Cindy Kelly from 

SeaWorld Orlando told us about some new pro-
grams and answered questions on SeaWorld’s fam-
ily programs (tours, camps, and sleepovers).  Cindy 
is the education marketing manager for SeaWorld, 
Discovery Cove, and Busch Gardens and is a certi-
fied diver, although most recent dives have been 
mostly in the Shark Encounter at SeaWorld.

SeaWorld Orlando has recently unveiled new 
Animal Connections and Beluga Interaction pro-
grams and exciting changes to Sharks Deep Dive.

 In its Animal Connections program, SeaWorld 
Orlando gets you up close and personal with killer 
whales, dolphins, sea lions, seals, walrus, sharks, 
penguins, tropical birds and more.

The Beluga Interaction Program is one of the 
few places in the world where guests can enter the 
belugas’ environment and experience an up-close, 
hands-on meeting with the beautiful white whales.  
Participants learn about the mysterious beluga 
whales, then change into wetsuits and get into the 
water under the supervision of the animal care staff 

at Wild Arctic.  Interactions include touching and 
feeding the belugas, and helping trainers communi-
cate with the animals through hand signals.  Open to 
guests aged 13 years and older.  Participants are not 
required to be expert swimmers, but must be com-
fortable in the water. 

Sharks Deep Dive recently debuted the SeaTrek 
helmets – which allow participants to breathe and 
communicate underwater without scuba equipment 
– during their close encounter with more than 50 
sharks and an array of fish.  A shark cage takes up to 
two guests at a time through a 125-foot long under-
water habitat teeming with sandtiger sharks, nurse 
sharks, sawfish, and thousands of schooling fish.  
Participants must be a minimum of 10 years of age.
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Upcoming Events
Sep 13         Meeting: George McGuire, Australia and Palau

Sep 23-25    Venice Trip: Chuck Brown

Oct 11          Meeting: Dr. Linda Walters, UCF Marine Biology Department

Oct 28-30    Fantasy Fest Trip: Mike McCleskey

Nov 11         Meeting: Photo Contest Results

Etiquette, from page 8

“etiquette” is an alien concept. Your ears are sud-
denly filled by the roar of other regulators, and the 
wide blue spaces are occupied by a mass of joyfully 
undisciplined holiday-makers, flapping, tumbling, 
and even cartwheeling along.

If they spot your quarry they will inevitably 
want to give chase, even though the slowest fish 
can outpace the most proficient diver. The creatures 
take one disdainful look and move off with hardly a 
swish of their tails.

You watch the unsynchronised group of humans 
move slowly and collectively back along the reef 
wall in less than silent mime; a lot of beaters on a 
tiger shoot. There will be no more big game left for 
you to watch on that dive, but they, at least, can go 
home with the story of their fleeting shark encoun-
ter.

They might well be passengers from your boat 
and have paid good money to be there - to them 
you’re just an anti-social weirdo who doesn’t move 
much under water. Their dive guide must explain 

how they should conduct themselves on an under-
water safari, if they want to see anything more than 
rapidly receding anal fins. 

CRASHING BORE 
Try to be as sympathetic to other divers as you 

are to the wildlife. It might be fun but it’s definitely 
bad form to crash through a shoal of fish within 
which a photographer has just spent 10 minutes 
insinuating himself. 

Flapping about out in the blue when everyone 
else is trying to flatten themselves against the rocks 
won’t win you any popularity prizes either. Master 
your buoyancy, relax the fish and they will repeat 
their performance. 

Finally, resist the urge to smash your way to the 
close-up position with your camera just because you 
think it will win you first prize in the club competi-
tion. Scaring off wildlife will win you neither pho-
tos or friends. Slowly slowly catchee monkfish.
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