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Come Help Us Plan Our 2006 Activities
January Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

Now that the cold weather is here, I’m sure that 
many of you are daydreaming about this coming 
summer’s warm days and exciting dive destinations 
like I am.  Your Dive Club would like to get your 
input on what you would like to see offered for our 
activities for 2006.  Our January 10th meeting will 
be dedicated to compiling a wish list for activities 
and roughing out our annual calendar.  You do not 
need to be an experienced trip coordinator - or to 
want to host a trip - to have influence on our plan-
ning session.  We need to hear what everyone wants 
to do.

Do you have a desire to dive a particular area of 
the Keys?  . . . some Caribbean island you have read 
about and want to visit?  . . . would you like to see 
more (or less) West Palm area diving offered?  . . . 

are you sick of seeing a manatee trip every year and 
think we should skip it?  . . . what about some non-
diving events like picnics or days at local aquariums 
or theme parks?  

Nothing (well, almost nothing) is off limits.  
Please either come and bring your ideas to the meet-
ing, or email Capt Mike (mike.mccleskey@-ecom-
ponents.com) or any of the officers with your input.

Looking forward to a safe and happy 2006 filled 
with wonderful diving . . . 

Mike McCleskey
Activities Coordinator

Let's dive here!
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President's Column

Hello Fellow Divers,

Happy New Year 2006!  Has another year gone 
by?  I think that it may have.  Hopefully your New 
Year has some exciting diving in it.  Now is a good 
time to start planning; and speaking of planning 
come out to our January meeting and help us plan 
some great trips for the year.  Even if you don’t feel 
you can put a dive together, come out with your 
suggestions and ideas.  Let’s make 2006 a year to 
remember for diving.  We will meet at Joe’s again 
this year so you know how to find us.   

I hope that you had a Happy Holiday season 
and that Santa was good to everyone.  The Holiday 
Party was another success thanks to Wendy.  Some 
gifts were traded several times before they found 
their rightful owner.  There was some discussion 
about the “teaming, scheming couple’s” technique, 
and next time might find some new rules of the 
game.  I know, Nancy and I were as guilty as any-
one there.  Well, we’ll see what happens this year.  
The food was excellent and so were the famous 
Bloody Marys.  So, pencil December 2006 in your 
diaries for another great party and a way to jump-
start the Holiday season.  

Not much diving to report, but hopefully you’ve 
been down lately.  I know some of you had some 
diving after Fantasy Fest and saw the Spiegel Grove 
in the right orientation.  I am sad to say that Nancy 
and I were not part of the group but hope to get 
down there early in the season.  

On our recent trip to New York, Nancy and I 
thought about doing the Hudson but the vis was 
reported to be “not so good.”  Wonder why.   Any-
way, there are some dive shops in the Big Apple and 
divers who shop them.  Our daughter, Liz, did some 
diving in Cozumel over the Holidays and “diving 
was amazing but the city was still a mess.”  

Until next time, see you “down under.”

Al Wileden

Card Shark
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From mermaid.weekiwachee.com, October 30, 2005

The great floating pumpkin?
Things at Weeki Wachee Springs in Hernando 

County were all about getting ready for Halloween 
Sunday.  Underwater divers decided to get wet and 
do their best to win an underwater pumpkin carving 
contest.  So, what were some of the designs?

"Our design on the back will say save Weeki 
Wachee and on the front we're going to have a cat," 
pumpkin carver Lauren McNatt said.  "It looks like 
Picasso," carver Savanna Shurman said. "It has like 
triangles and circles and squares all over it and it's 
just kind of like disfigured and weird."

Weeki Wachee's mermaids also got in on the 
underwater action.  Underwater pumpkin carver 
Barbara Shurman wasn't sure what would hap-
pen before she got in the water, so she developed a 
plan.  "I'm going to hold the pumpkin down and let 
my boyfriend do the carving while I'm holding the 
pumpkin," Shurman said.  "It's kind of hard to hold 
it because it does float up a little bit."

Three finalists were chosen when all the under-
water carving ended, with 'imagination' being what 
the judges were looking for.  "We're going to look 
for the most creative, best cutting, I guess you could 
say," contest organizer Marta Mullen said.  "But the 
most creative is actually what everybody is going to 
be looking for."

All the pumpkins were cleaned out before the 
divers took them underwater.

Castaway Scuba Adventures of Orlando orga-
nized the contest.  They also sponsored an underwa-
ter Christmas tree decorating and underwater Easter 
egg hunt at Weeki Wachee last year.

From an email message from Barbara Shurman, Savan-
na’s mother

As far as the Pumpkin Carving goes, I just want-
ed to add that Lauren was so focused underwater, 
carving her pumpkin; and it paid off since she came 
in second.  Also, Savanna, my daughter, finished her 
Junior Open Water Dive Certification on that dive; 
so she is now official . . . as well as Lauren who 
finished  earlier in the month.

Barbara

Barbara and Savanna carving

Club members Bob and Lauren with the 
second-place winning pumpkin

Top pumpkin carvers
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Underwater, Normal or Wide Angle
Turtle

Bill Paskert

Underwater, Normal or Wide Angle - Slide
Incoming Stealth Turtle

Phil Hampton

Underwater, Close up and Macro
Need Cleaning?
Chuck Brown

Annual Photo Contest 
Results

Unlimited, Anything goes - Digital
Lionfish

George McGuire

The ‘best of our best’ photographers were recog-
nized at our November 8th meeting.  Mike McCles-
key, our Photo Contest committee leader, showed us 
who shot what and announced the results of the judg-
ing.  

Fifteen CLUB members submitted 78 photos in 
nine different categories for your viewing pleasure.  
Several new members tested the water with ‘first-time 
entries.’

This year the judging was done by the editorial 
staff of Sport Diver magazine (http://www.sportdiver.

com/).  They just completed their own annual photo 
contest, with the results published in their September 
2005 issue.

Our members' photos were really good.  You’d be 
surprised at just how good.  Some of them could be on 
the covers of, or in, magazines. 

The CLUB would like to especially thank our 
sponsors who graciously donated goods and/or ser-
vices to help make our event the success that it always 
is.  Major donors included Sport Diver Magazine, 
Bubbalou’s Bodacious BBQ, Castaway Scuba, Conch 
Republic Divers, Dubsdread Catering, Entertainment 
Publications, ExtaSea Dive Center, Stephen Frink, 
Gator’s, Joe’s Crab Shack, Jupiter Dive Center, Sea-
World, Wet ‘n Fla Scuba, Whales & Friends, and 
World Watersports.  Please make an effort to support 
these businesses for their generosity (over $1400 in 
total prize value).  The following pages display the 
first-place winning photos.  They’re also linked to our 
web page at:  http://www.martindiveclub.org.
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Photo Contest, 2005
First Place Winners

(cont)

Above Water, Dive Related
End of a great diving day

Wendy McCleskey

Underwater - Unusual Subject or Behavior
Diver & Deep Water Comb Jelly

Phil Hampton

Underwater, Fixed Focus
Yellowtail Snapper

Al Wileden

Underwater, Close up and Macro - Slide
Banded Coral Shrimp

Phil Hampton

First Time Entrant
Butterfly & Trumpet

Travis Bruehl

Don't forget, you can be a 
winner too!  Take your best 
shots this year and enter the 

2006 contest.

Best of Show
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LMDC Holiday Brunch at Dubsdread Country Club

Hamptons and McCleakeys

Lots to choose from.

Barbara and Travis

And a good time  
was had by all!

More food than 
we could eat

Does this 
make me 
look fat?!

Oh, you're gonna 
like that.

I'll TAKE that!

Ooh, look what I got!

The coveted fish 
salt-and-pepper 

shakers
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Fantast Fest . . .  Finally
As many of our trips seem to go these days, 

our usual Fantasy Fest trip was postponed from its 
original date.  Fantasy Fest is Key West's annual 
street fair similar to Mardi Gras that happens the 
weekend prior to Halloween.  This year, thanks to 
Hurricane Wilma, the event was postponed until 
mid December.  

Our original group size of 30, dropped to 11 due 
to schedule conflicts with the changed dates, which 
was fine with the Sugar Loaf Lodge (our usual 
haunt), since half of their rooms are still uninhab-
itable due to hurricane damage.  Those of us that 
were still able to attend tried to carry the responsi-
bility of having enough fun for the entire original 
group.  There are almost certainly already incrimi-
nating photos of each and every one of us floating 
around the Internet by now.

Schedule-wise, the event went as it always 
does.  Our group shows up Friday to enjoy the street 
vendors and get acclimated to the Key West frame 
of mind.  The crowds were noticeably lighter than 
in the recent past, which was not a bad thing.  There 
was still plenty of people-watching and merriment, 
but with a Christmas twist.  We are not accustomed 
to walking the streets of Key West and seeing 
Christmas decorations!

Saturday morning, we had to cancel our tradi-
tional Bloody Mary Carpet Golf Tournament due to 
"ground under repair" conditions, so we enjoyed our 
morning cocktails sitting under a surviving tiki hut, 
admiring the view across the water.  We were lucky 
to have a large sea turtle swim close to shore and 
poke his head up to check us all out.  By the time 
everyone got back with their cameras, he was long 
gone.

Saturday evening, our group carried the ban-
ner to lead the Captain Morgan's Twilight Fantasy 
Parade down Duvall Street as we always do, but 
this year it was not twilight - it was DARK; thanks 
to being so much later in the year and the Daylight 
Savings time change.  Fortunately, the weather co-
operated with us . . . giving us a comfortably warm 
weekend, with only a light showers.

Sunday morning, yours truly hit the road early 
to get a jump on traffic, but many of our group 
hung around for diving on Sunday afternoon and/or 
Monday morning.  In spite of the schedule change 
and the tragic damage that the Keys sustained from 
the hurricane (not to mention the trip coordinator's 
nightmare and the still ongoing effort to get the 
hotel refunds straightened out) it was a very enjoy-
able trip and one we all look forward to again next 
year.  Here's hoping for a calm hurricane season in 
2006 . . .

Capt Mike
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George, Sue, and Ed
Terry and Chuck with Christmas Spirit,  
or just trying to keep their heads warm

Tom trying his luck tossing 
a coin into the mouth of 
Captain Tony's grouper

Sue and Chuck with 
another hat trick

Costumes and Club Members having a great time at Fantasy Fest
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LMDC	Connections

We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-

ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	text	
and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-093

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•	 Fax	(please	call	before	sending)	at	work:	(407)	356-
4694;	or	at	home:	(407)	678-5311.

New Club Camera Takes a Trip!
The Dive Club's new SeaLife DC 500 Digital 

Underwater Camera got to experience some fantas-
tic dives on its first time out with me, your vice-
president, Barbara Shurman.  I was lucky enough to 
go to the Galapagos Islands to help with the Gala-
pagos Penguin Census through my job at SeaWorld, 
and put the camera through the hoops on some 
serious action diving.  The seas were very rough 
and the current was quite strong.  Suited up in a 
‘farmer john’ 5 mm wetsuit with big rough gloves to 
use to hold onto the volcanic rock underwater was 
not the easiest way to experience the new camera, 
but the buttons were much easier to navigate than 
I expected, and the rough rubber housing protected 
the camera from some of the abusive situations that 
it was put through.  

I went on a series of two, separate, two-tank 
dives in the Galapagos Islands.  The first two were 
at "Devil's Crown" and "Enderby", both with an 
abundance of fish, starfish, and octopus.  The cur-
rent was quite strong and the surface was very 
choppy, which made it more difficult for the seated 
roll off the edge of the boat.  The water was a chilly 
62 degrees and the dives were certainly not for any 
novice divers.  Some problems with the strobe oc-
curred and as a result, the pictures were quite dark 
since the sun was not out that day.  By the middle 
of the second dive, the battery died, despite it being 
fully charged.  

The next set of dives were both at "Gordon 
Rocks" which was very beautiful but also quite 
rough.  There was a lot of surge and an upwelling 
cold current, but a school of hammerhead sharks 
and some turtles were seen along with thousands 
of beautiful fish.  Here, the camera worked for the 
first dive and part of the second, then froze up and 
would not do anything.  I assumed that it was out of 
battery so I just finished my dive with the camera 
attached to my BCD.  Of course, that is when the 
hammerheads swam by.  When I got back on the 
boat, I checked the camera and wouldn't you know 
that it was working fine.  Figures!  [Editor's note: 
Narcosis?!]

During the course of the Penguin Census, I 
brought the camera out for many an excursion on 
the rough seas in a small dinghy while scouring the 
shore for penguins and other wildlife.  It worked 
well with the sea spray but as a result, many of the 
above water shots were blurry.  I used the camera 
on a snorkeling trip and got some nice pictures and 
video underwater of a playful Galapagos sea lion.

I found the camera quite easy to use and rug-
ged enough to take the abuse that a novice under-
water photographer can dish out, even in rough 
conditions.  I hope that you will take the wonderful 
opportunity that our Club offers to use this camera 
to record some of the many reasons that we all go 
diving.  That way you can preserve what you see 
somewhere other than your mind, where we know 
things get lost.

Barbara
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Upcoming	Events
Jan	10	 Special	Meeting:	Activities	Calendar	Planning	

Feb	14	 Meeting:	Tom	Gidus,	Wreckovery	Salvage

Canstruction: 
All Built Using Canned Products

Architects and engineers compete to see whose 
team can build the most spectacular structure using 
little more than cans of food at Canstruction, the 
13th annual NYC Design and Build competition in 
New York.  The exhibit at New York Design Center 
is open to the public.  At the end of the competition 

on 23 November 2005, the 130,000 cans that were 
part of the exhibit were given to the Food Bank of 
New York City. 

Canstruction is a national charity and has similar 
competitions each year in over 66 cities throughout 
the United States and Canada.  Additional pictures 
are on their web sight under 'Competition".  For 
more information, visit http://www.canstruction.org/.


