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Care and Feeding of BCDs and Regs, Mark Eubank
March Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

At many of our meetings, our guest speaker 
brings in some equipment to tell us about.  This 
time we’re supposed to bring stuff.  At our March 
14th meeting, Mark  Eubank, sales associate for 
Scuba World, will show us what we can do to care 
for and quik-fix our regulators and buoyancy com-
pensation devices (BCDs) (and what we shouldn’t 
do!).  His  presentation will cover both regular care 
and ‘field maintenance.’  Mark asked that we come 
prepared with questions like: “Why does my thin-
gie act up when I do this?”   He’s not talking about 
performing repairs, just some steps we can take to 
minimize problems and make our equipment last 
longer.

Mark has well over 1000 dives since he received  
his initial SCUBA certification in 1985, and he is a  
retired PADI Master Instructor.  His diving experi-
ence started in the Southwest, coming out of his 

hometown of Santa Fe, New Mexico.  He received a  
bachelor's degree in Aquatic Biology from the Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin, and has dove extensively 
along the Pacific coast, in the Sea of Cortez, and in 
the Rocky Mountains.  He was associated with Div-
ers Direct Outlet for 5 years.  He’s now been at John 
Shimkoski’s Scuba World (scubaworld.net) for 2 
years. Currently, he keeps his boat, a 28-foot Grady 
White, at  Port Canaveral and concentrates on div-
ing the many wrecks in this area.  

$$$  

DUES ARE DUE  

$$$
Membership dues are due by March 31st, so get 

out your checkbook and bring it to the March meet-
ing, or mail a check to:

 Wendy McCleskey, Treasurer  or Al Wileden 
 1814 Billingshurst Court          M.P. 432 
 Orlando FL 32825-8437

Dues are $20 per year, with an extra $5 if you 
want snail mail instead of e-mail or Lockheed Mar-
tin mail.  There is a $10 late fee for dues paid after 
the deadline, so “Just Do It!”

See ‘Care’, page 11
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President's Column

Hello Fellow Divers,

The dive year is rapidly approaching, and the 
Activity Committee has lined up some really nice 
trips for the CLUB.  I hope your dive planning 
will include some of these trips and that you get 
a chance to get in some quality bottom time and a 
chance to enjoy the beauty of the sea. 

Our February meeting featured Tom Gidus, who 
presented his experiences as a "treasure hunter" off 
the East Coast of Florida.  Tom had several interest-
ing stories about his experiences and had several 
artifacts that he shared with the group.  He has been 
doing this for some time and has quite a collection 
of things he has collected over the years.  I was 
surprised to learn that a lot of lost treasure is found 
right off the shoreline in shallow water.  Tom shared 
a video clip that featured him and some of his re-
covery operations off the East coast.  It was a very 
interesting presentation and the crowd asked Tom 
many questions related to the recovery operations 
and what is planned for this year.  

After the presentation by Tom, our Activity 
Chairman, Captain Mike McCleskey, presented a 
draft of the dive schedule and events planned for 
the year.  The final schedule is in this newsletter to 

help you better prepare your diving schedules for 
the year.

Our meeting this month will feature Mark Eu-
bank from Scuba World, who will talk to us about 
the "care and feeding" of regs and BCDs.  Mark has 
spoken to the CLUB in the past, and one of his last 
visits gave us pointers on how to catch the elusive 
"bugs of the deep".  You'll want to come out and 
hear Mark tell us a little about field maintenance 
and what you, as a diver, can do to extend the life 
of your equipment and protect the limited warranty 
that came with you gear.  

We will be gathering at Joe's Crab shack around 
6:30 pm, so please join us and enjoy the company 
of your fellow divers.  

Until next time, see you “down under.”

Al Wileden
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2006 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Deposit 

Amount
Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Feb	10	-	11
Fri	-	Sat

Manatees at Crystal River	-	Get	up-close	with	
these	endangered	gentle	giants;	1	night	in	hotel,	
half-day	snorkel,	boat	charter,	breakfast

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-
Components.com

$85 Sold
Out

$85

Mar	�4	-	�6
Fri	-	Sun

Devil’s Den Camp Out & Dive	–	�	nights	tent	
camping	or	cabin	at	Devil’s	Den,	Saturday	night	
cookout,	dive	all	day	Saturday

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

$�5 Feb	�4 $49	tent,
$115	
cabin

Apr	15
Sat

Road Rally	–	Fund	Raiser	for	American	Cancer	
Society	Relay	for	Life:	trivia,	clues,	scavenger	hunt,	
Amazing	Race;	outrageous	fun	for	a	great	cause.

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-
Components.com

$15 Apr	1 $15

Apr	�1	-	�3
Fri	-	Sun

Ocean Fest	–	Consumer	dive	show	in	Ft	
Lauderdale,	stay	in	quaint	Lauderdale-by-the-
Sea,	shore	diving,	�	nights	in	hotel,	breakfast	both	
mornings,	dinner	on	Saturday

Bill	Paskert
407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$60 Apr	8 $1�0

May	5	-	7
Fri	-	Sun

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier,	�	nights	at	Tropic	
Vista	Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	Crystal	Clear	
Charters,	breakfast,	tanks	&	weights	included

Cherie	Berry
407-306-3041
cheryl.berry@lmco.com

$100 Apr	5 $�15

May	19	-	�1
Fri	-	Sun

Pompano Beach	–	Two	nights	in	Paradise	Beach	
Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	South	Florida	Diving	
Headquarters

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$50 Apr	�1 $�00

May	�0	-	�7
Sat	-	Sat

Turks & Caicos Islands	–	Air	from	Orlando,	one	
week	diving	aboard	the	Caribbean	Explorer	II,	all	
meals	and	diving

Grace	Hampton
407-737-8999
gracphil@palmnet.net

$�000 Taking	
stand-	

bys

$�000

Jun	17	-	18
Sat	-	Sun

Pompano Beach	–	One	night	in	Paradise	Beach	
Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	South	Florida	Diving	
Headquarters

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

$40 May	19 $140

Jun	�4
Sat

West Palm Beach	–	Narcosis	with	the	KSC	
Barracudas

Tom	Wiley
3�1-799-435�
Tom_1965@yahoo.com

$�5 Jun	�0 $50

June	�5
Sun

West Palm Beach	–	Narcosis	with	the	KSC	
Barracudas

Tom	Wiley
3�1-799-435�
Tom_1965@yahoo.com

$�5 Jun	�0 $50

Jun	30	-	
Jul	4
Fri	-	Tues

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier	long	holiday	weekend,	
4	nights	in	hotel,	three	�-tank	dives	with	Crystal	
Clear	Charters,	breakfast

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$100 May	30 $350

July	8	-	15
Sat	-	Sat

Bahamas	-	Nekton	Pilot	live-aboard	with	the	KSC	
Barracudas

Beth	Shaffer
3�1-453-65��
bbshaffr@aol.com

$400 May	15 $1716

July	�6	-	�7
Wed	-	
Thurs

West Palm Beach	–	Lobster	Sportsman	Season	
with	KSC	Barracudas

John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$�5 Jul	18 $50

July	�8	-	30
Fri	-	Sun

West Palm Beach	–	�	nights	in	hotel	½	block	from	
beach,	two	�-tank	dives	with	Narcosis	Divers

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$100 Jun	�3 $�50

Aug	6	-	7
Sun	-	Mon

West Palm Beach	–	Lobster	Regular	Season	
opener	with	KSC	Barracudas

John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$�5 Jul	18 $50

Aug	18	-	�0
Fri	-	Sun

Venice Beach	–	Shore	diving	for	prehistoric	
fossilized	shark’s	teeth,	�	nights	in	hotel,	breakfast	
both	mornings,	lunch	on	Saturday

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.mccleskey@e-
components.com

$50 Aug	8 $90

Sep	9	-	10
Sat	-	Sun

Islamorada	–	with	the	KSC	Barracudas John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$100 Aug	15 $175

Sept	��	-�4
Fri	–	Sun

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier,	�	nights	in	hotel,	two	�-
tank	dives	with	Crystal	Clear	Charters,	breakfast

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�;	
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.
net

$100 Aug	�� $�15

Sep	30	-	
Oct	7
Sat	-	Sat

Bonaire	–	with	the	KSC	Barracudas Max	Farley
3�1-45�-1435
maxfarley@earthlink.net

$�00 Aug	1 $1350

Oct	�7	-	�9
Fri	-	Sun

Fantasy Fest & Key West	-	Experience	Key	
West’s	wildest	Halloween	celebration,	�	nights	at	
Sugarloaf	Lodge	Resort,	Saturday	night	Twilight	
Fantasy	Parade,	no	diving	included

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-
Components.com

$100 Sep	1� $180

Nov	18	-	19
Sat	–	Sun

Tampa Area Aquariums	–	1	night	in	hotel,	visit	
Mote	Aquarium	in	Sarasota	on	Saturday	&	Florida	
Aquarium	in	Tampa	on	Sunday,	breakfast	Sunday

Bill	Paskert
407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$35 Oct	31 $70

Dec	3
Sunday

Holiday Party	–	Brunch	and	gift	exchange Wendy	McCleskey
407-�73-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

TBD TBD TBD

Dec	31	-	
Jan	1
Sun	-	Mon

New Year’s Eve		–	Dive	with	mermaids	at	
Weeki	Wachee,	ring	in	the	new	year,	hotel	
accommodations.

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

TBD TBD TBD
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Dive the Den - March 24-26 

with the Lockheed Martin Dive Club

Spring diving in Williston, Florida; a beautiful experience with 
no special certification required

Plan: Camp (rough it) or cabin (cushion it) Friday and Satur-
day night - Cookout provided Saturday night!

Dive: Saturday all day (other days arranged separately)
2 night stay with one day of diving 

 Cost: Tent camping and diving $49 pp;
 cabin and diving (double occupancy) $115 pp

Reservations: Sign up by March 14 with $25 deposit

Contact: Al or Nancy Wileden (407) 971-8525 or  
(407) 616-6272 or fwileden@cfl.rr.com or nwileden@cfl.rr.com

More Information: www.devilsden.com



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ March 20065

Relax at the Tropic Ranch Resort.  Ef-
ficiencies, cable TV, phones, and pool.  
Check it out at: www.tropicranchresort.com

Ocean Fest and Beach Diving 
April 21 - 23 
in Ft. Lauderdale Area

- Largest dive trade show that South 
Florida has ever seen 

- Food and beverage vendors 
- Live music and free seminars 
- Thousands of dollars in prizes and 

raffles! 
- Over 200 exhibitors 
- SCUBA and snorkeling introduction
- Music and free seminars 
- Underwater diving demonstration
- A portion of the proceeds benefit 

numerous ocean-related non-profit 
environmental organizations

- www.OceanFest.com 

Chill out’ on the beach!  Dive at your 
own pace and just walk into the waves 
behind your motel room! 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea is blessed with 
two close-in reef lines that are an easy 
swim from the beach.  We’ll dive in 
groups with a flag on a float, but the 
schedule is flexible.

Cost:		$1�0;	Deposit:	$60,	due	by	April	8

Includes:		All	the	beach	diving	you	can	stand,	
two	nights	accommodation	at	Tropic	Ranch	
Resort,	one-day	admission	to	Ocean	Fest	
with	transportation,	continental	breakfast	
Saturday	and	Sunday,	and	a	fried	chicken	
dinner	Saturday	night	on	the	patio.	

Tanks	and	weights	are	not	included,	but	are	
available	from	a	nearby	dive	shop

Rates	are	based	on	double	occupancy

Contact:	Bill	Paskert	h(407)	678-5311,	w(407)	
356-��90, wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Cost:  $215; deposit: $100, due by April 5

Includes:  Two morning 2-tank dives, two night's 
accommodations, continental breakfast, and tanks 

and weights.  Nitrox is extra.

Rates are based on double occupancy

Contact: Cherie Berry (407) 306-3041,  
cheryl.berry@lmco.com

We're diving with Crystal Clear Charters (originally the Aqua-
Nuts from Kelly's on the Bay in Key Largo).  Their 46' New-
ton is spacious and an outstanding dive boat.  They have a 

great variety of dive sites: reefs, ledges, wrecks (Spiegel Grove, 
Duane, Bibb, and Eagle), John Pennekamp Park, eel holes, Da-
vis Reef, among others in close-by Key Largo and Islamorada. 

They dock at the Tropic Vista Resort (tropicvistadiveresort.com), where 
we'll be staying, at MM-90.5 Oceanside.  They have bar-b-que 

grills, a freshwater, heated pool, and the Tropic Cafe.  Each 
room has a telephone, cable TV, coffee maker, and refrigerator.

Keys Dive Trip
May 5 - 7

Crystal Clear Charters  
in Tavernier

There will be a welcome session and briefing on 
Friday after we all arrive.  We'll collect waivers 
and C-cards and go over the general information 

about the morning reef dives.
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Pompano Beach Dive Trip
May 19 - 21

Dive the Ft. Lauderdale area!  Two coral 
reefs run parallel to the shore at depths of 40 
and 60 feet.  These reefs lie about a mile off 
shore.  Ship wrecks lie between and beyond 
the reefs.  

We will do two-
tank dives on Sat-
urday and Sunday 
morning.  Rental 
tanks are avail-
able through the 
award-winning 
South Florida Div-
ing Headquarters.  
Tanks with air are $10 each, with Nitrox 
$15 each; fills are $4.

The trip price is $200 per person, double occupancy.  
A $50 deposit is due April 21.  The balance of $150 
is due May 12.  Contact:

 Phil Carter 
 phil.carter@lmco.com 
 pcarter4@cfl.rr.com 
 Daytime (407) 306-7081 
 Evenings (386) 426-0466 
 Anytime (386) 314-5910.

We'll stay two nights at the Paradise Beach 
Resort featuring a beach-front location, res-
taurant with ocean-front dining, a tiki bar, 
outdoor pool, tennis, a 24-hour front desk, 
laundry and valet services, non-smoking 
rooms, limited room service, safe-deposit box, 
and cable television.

The Resort straddles A1A, one part of it is 
on the Atlantic Ocean and the other on the  
Intracoastal Waterway.  Check it out at: 
www.paradisebeachfl.com/index.html.
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Pompano Beach 
Dive Trip

June 17 - 18

Dive the Ft. Lauderdale area!  Two coral 
reefs run parallel to the shore at depths of 40 
and 60 feet.  These reefs lie about a mile off 
shore.  Ship wrecks lie between and beyond 
the reefs.  

We will a two-tank dive on Saturday after-
noon and another Sunday morning.  Rental 
tanks are available through the award-win-
ning South Florida Diving Headquarters.  
Tanks with air are $10 each, with Nitrox 
$15 each; fills are $4. 

The trip price is $140 per person, double oc-
cupancy.  A $40 deposit is due May 19.  The 
balance of $100 is due June 9.  Contact:

 Al or Nancy Wileden 
 fwileden@cfl.rr.com or nwileden@cfl.rr.com 
 (407) 971-8525 or (407) 616-6272

We'll stay one night at the Paradise Beach 
Resort featuring a beach-front location, res-
taurant with ocean-front dining, a tiki bar, 
outdoor pool, tennis, a 24-hour front desk, 
laundry and valet services, non-smoking 
rooms, limited room service, safe-deposit box, 
and cable television.

The Resort straddles A1A, one part of it is 
on the Atlantic Ocean and the other on the  
Intracoastal Waterway.  Check it out at: 
www.paradisebeachfl.com/index.html.
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During my swim against the current up 
the short run that takes you from the canal 
up into the area of the three springs that the 
site is named for, I counted 27 manatees 
swimming out!  We soon learned that there 
were more than that still inside the area.  
As the sun continued to brighten things up, 
we all realized that there were manatees 
everywhere, some sleeping, some swim-
ming around, some looking to get their 
necks scratched!  Everyone got their fill of 
up close manatee encounters and several 
of our group got the surprise experience of 
seeing a cormorant and an anhinga (both 
birds that swim underwater to catch their 
food) swim by.  It was interesting to see 
two manatees in the area had special radio 
tracking devices attached to their tails.  
CLUB Treasurer, Wendy McCleskey, who 
had decided to stay warm and dry on the 
boat, still got to pet three different mana-
tees who approached the boat and stuck 
their snouts out to greet her!  

Manatees Everywhere!

By the time everyone re-boarded the boat, all 
the other rental boats were arriving and the peaceful 
area became a madhouse.  We were thankful for our 
early departure, allowing us to be the first and only 
group in the area with all the manatees.  We broke 
out the Bloody Marys, polished off the remain-
ing donuts, and did a little sightseeing and touring 
of the rest of the King's Bay area, before return-
ing back to the dock in plenty of time for long hot 
showers and a return trip to Crackers for lunch.  

As always, Frances at the Best Western and 
Marty at Bird's treated us like VIPs.  Marty shot 
a video of the day which has been placed in the 
CLUB's library for future viewing.  A good time 
was had by all . . . 

Capt Mike

On Friday evening, the 10th of February, 12 
members and friends converged on the small town 
of Crystal River, Florida, to commence our tradi-
tional winter trip to snorkel with the manatees.  Ev-
eryone got checked into the recently renovated Best 
Western, then met next door at Cracker's Restaurant 
for good fried dinner and dollar draft beers.  

6:15 came early on Saturday morning as we all 
met at Bird's Underwater to take care of last minute 
rental gear and to view the mandatory video brief-
ing.  Thanks to everyone's promptness and get-
ting most of the paperwork taken care of the night 
before, we were the first boat to leave the dock.  
We arrived to the site of Three Sisters and secured 
anchor before the sun was up!  Needless to say, we 
beat the crowds.

The visibility was limited due to the low light 
and from being stirred up by the activity of so many 
manatees in the area.  We were feeling bold after 
coffee and donuts on the boat on the way out, so we 
followed Capt Marty from Birds Underwater into 
the brisk 72ºF water, which didn't feel too bad since 
the air temperature was in the high 30s.  
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Treasure Coast Wreckovery, 
Tom Gidus 

Tom Gidus with some of his finds . . .

At our February 14th meeting, Tom Gidus told 
us about his treasure research on Florida’s East 
Coast including the 1715 Spanish Plate treasure 
fleet and other shipwrecks.  

Tom established Wreckovery Salvage (www.
wreckoverysalvage.com) in 1992 to search out 
historic shipwrecks and recover their cargo and 
remains before they are lost forever, ravaged by 
centuries under the sea.  The corrosive effects of 
saltwater, toredo worms, high-energy coastal envi-
ronments, hurricanes, dredging, beach replenish-
ment projects, fishing trawlers, and modern day 
pirates all contribute to the destruction of these 
aquatic time capsules.

In their ocean recovery operations, they employ 
archaeological methods approved by the State of 
Florida Bureau of Archaeological Research Divi-
sion of Historical Resources.  In addition to the 
strict guidelines mandated to them by the state, 
they contract the services of a professional marine 
archaeologist on all of their projects.

Along with the search and recovery operations 
and educational presentations, Wreckovery Salvage 
also conducts maritime historical research, main-
tains an extensive Florida shipwreck database, and 
preserves artifacts. At their conservation laboratory 
in Orlando, they meticulously research, record, and 
restore everything from cannon balls to cob coins to 
K'ang Hsi china. 

In 2005 they continued their exploration efforts 
on a stretch of coastline off Vero Beach, Florida 

that has tantalizingly given up clues over the past 
few years as to the final resting spot of what they 
suspect is a valuable 18th century Spanish galleon 
shipwreck.  This area is under contract to Histori-
cal Research & Development (HRD), Inc., and 
Wreckovery Salvage has been working in unison 
with them since 1998.  Newly uncovered historical 
documentation as well as recent artifact discover-
ies are helping to pinpoint the wreck site.  Cannons, 
ballast, iron spikes, a rudder section, and silver and 
gold coins have been recovered.  To facilitate their 
exploration and recovery operations, HRD, Inc., 
purchased the 46-foot research vessel Deep Venture 
to accompany their current salvage vessel, Virgalo-
na.  Due to the two hurricanes that hit the Treasure 
Coast in the summer of 2004,  Wreckovery Salvage 
and HRD anticipated a very exciting and profitable 
year as they continued to follow the debris trail that 
leads southeast and out to deeper water.

Their Henrietta Marie Slave Ship museum 
display at the Orlando Public Library was a big hit 
during February’s Black History Month.  The col-
lection of authentic and replica artifacts and posters 
is gaining in popularity each year, and they have 
been invited back for a 2-month exhibit this year.  

Wreckovery Salvage has several exciting proj-
ects and expeditions planned that will keep them 
busy for the next several years. One of these proj-
ects is exploration of a near-shore area off Vero 
Beach FL that archaeological evidence leads them 
to believe contains one of the missing 1715 fleet 
shipwrecks.  In 1991 a large galleon anchor was dis-
covered 1 mile offshore.  During the 2000 salvage 
season Gidus recovered the first ballast stone from 
the site.  As of January 2006, encrusted artifacts, 
ship's rigging, a grappling hook, and gold and silver 
coins have been recovered offshore.  Coins, jewelry, 
pottery, porcelain, bronze navigational dividers, 
and other artifacts have been found on the adjacent 
beach after storms.  Two iron cannon, a rudder sec-
tion, and wood timbers were left in situ. They will 
continue to explore some very promising magne-
tometer readings for this area in 2006.

Last Month's Meeting

Last, but certainly not least, we had our famous 
door prize event.  Our thanks to the prize donors, 
and remember to mention LMDC when visiting our 
local dive merchants. 

Winner  Prize
Travis Bruehl PADI water bottle 
Patsy Kennedy Commercial Diver ball cap
Terry Keeney Dive log
Laura Berry  Sunscreen and lip balm 
Bruce Berry Fish pen
George McGuire Joe's Crab Shack lunch coupon.
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LMDC	Connections
We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	

question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-

ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:
•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	text	

and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-093
•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	

or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
•	 Fax	(please	call	before	sending)	at	work:	(407)	356-

4694;	or	at	home:	(407)	678-5311.

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

Care, from page 1

Lockheed Martin in the News
Standard Times, New Bedford MA February 17, 2006

Groundfish Count to Go High-tech
An underwater vehicle used by the Navy to tar-

get and track enemy submarines is being redesigned 
to help local fisheries and scientists.  The torpedo-
shaped vehicle travels through the dark ocean wa-
ters, using special cameras to snap pictures of fish.  
Scientists say they believe the digital images com-
bined with sonar data will produce more accurate 
estimates of fish resources than traditional surveys.  
"This should do a much better job counting fish 
than a trawl," said Dr. Brian Rothschild, dean of the 
UMass [University of Massachusetts] Dartmouth 
School for Marine Science and Technology.  

Scientists have spent the past two years collabo-
rating with engineers from Lockheed Martin Sip-
pican in Marion to develop a system that combines 
optic and acoustic technologies.  Fishery manag-
ers will have better information on which to base 
regulations aimed at reviving low stocks of cod, 
yellowtail flounder and other groundfish.  A team of 
graduate students and scientists has constructed a 
stationary underwater platform fitted with a rotat-
ing sonar device, which measures fish density using 
low-light cameras.  

To complement their sonar data, the team 
searched for a device that could travel through the 
water column and take pictures of fish for identifica-
tion.  Rothschild approached engineers at Lockheed 
Martin Sippican, who "scaled up" an existing naval 
product to make it useful for fisheries research.  En-
gineers named the autonomous underwater vehicle 
FINTAN, after a fish from an Irish legend that was 
said to hold all the knowledge of the world.  With 
its increased battery life, FINTAN can run up to 48 
hours in one mission.  FINTAN, which was built 

for approximately $20,000, captures digital images 
of fish with five low-light cameras, one placed at 
the tip of the vehicle and the other four in a circle 
around its upper body.  

Rothschild called FINTAN "the big break-
through" of the research project, which is being 
funded by a grant from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.
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Upcoming	Events	
Mar	14	 Meeting:	Care	and	Feeding	of	Regs	and	BCDs	-	Mark	Eubank,	Scuba	World
Mar	�4-�6 Dive Trip:	Devil's	Den,	Al	and	Nancy	Wileden
Mar 31 DUES ARE DUE
Apr	11	 Meeting:	The	Mystery	of	Rebreathers	-	Jakub	Rehacek,	Ph.D,	Golemgear
Apr	15 Road Rally - American Cancer Society Relay for Life Fund Raiser:	Mike	McCleskey
Apr	�1-�3 Dive Trip:	OceanFest,	Bill	Paskert

Digital Camera Available for Rent
As you may be aware, your CLUB offers a 

variety of underwater camera systems for use by 
our membership, including a new SeaLife Reef-
master DC500 digital underwater camera system.  
Time magazine recently rated the DC500 as one 
of the "Most Amazing Inventions of 2005."  They 
reported, "The camera eliminates the traditional 
bulk of underwater cameras, measuring a mere 3.5 
in. by 5.5 in. and weighing just under 17 oz.  But 
there's no sacrificing image quality.  The SeaLife 
500 captures ultra sharp, high-resolution pictures 
and overcomes underwater photography challenges 
including poor light, waterborne particles and 
quick-moving subjects.  The camera is waterproof 
down to 200 ft. and has six modes for land."  It's a 
5-megapixel camera with a 3x optical zoom lens.  
The CLUB also owns the accompanying digital 
strobe accessory.

The camera has been very popular so far with 
our members.  Since September, it has been used 

on trips to the Galapagos Islands, Costa Rica, Key 
Largo, Crystal River, to the rainforest of Ecuador 
and Machu Picchu in Peru.  It has already been re-
served for upcoming trips to Cozumel and the Turks 
& Caicos Islands.  It is a great, easy-to-use camera 
for underwater or topside photography and is one 
of the many great resources available to you as a 
member of our great CLUB.

To reserve the digital (or one of our film cam-
eras) for your own use, or to ask any questions, 
contact our Camera Chairman, Mike McCleskey at 
(407) 808-6453 or at mike.mccleskey@e-Compo-
nents.com.


