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Galapagos Islands Penguin Census,  
with SeaWorld's Barbara Shurman

May Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Come to our May 9th meeting and hear our Vice 
President, Barbara Shurman, describe her experiences 
on a trip to the Galapagos Islands for a Penguin Cen-
sus.  Here's Barbara's story.  

"In September 2005 I 
traveled to the Galapagos 
Islands to participate in a 
long-standing conserva-
tion and research project 
aimed at protecting the 
endangered Galapagos 
penguin (Spheniscus 
mendiculus) and flightless 
cormorant (Nannopterum 
harrisi).  Sent on behalf 
of SeaWorld Orlando and 
the SeaWorld and Busch 
Gardens Conservation 
Fund, I joined a group of 
researchers from the Charles Darwin Research 
Station, the Galapagos National Park Service and 
various Ecuadorian universities.  We converged on 
a boat for 10 days to conduct a population census 
for these two incredible seabird species. 

"The results of this most recent census were 
encouraging.  In total, 1,087 Galapagos penguins 
were counted - a 27 percent increase from the 
prior year.  Of the flightless cormorants, 1,538 
individuals were counted - a 9 percent increase.  
In addition, the team counted and documented 
36,062 individuals of other bird species and coastal 
invertebrates.  

"The census was no easy task.  The days were 
quite long on the boat.  We peered through binocu-
lars for 11 hours straight, sometimes fighting back 
nausea from choppy seas.  Working in teams of six, 
five people would be assigned a species to count 
and call out while the sixth would record the type, 
number, and exact location using GPS technology.  
The team also tagged a few individual birds and 

bird pairs to track movement and collect ethologi-
cal data.  From the data collected, we learned that 
there is actually a small group of 69 penguins in 
the northern hemisphere (located at 0.18 latitude) - 
the northernmost colony of penguins in the world. 

"As an aviculturist for SeaWorld, I was thrilled 
and honored to be sent to such a stunningly natural 
place teeming with avian species and other wild-
life.  To closely observe the amazing wildlife for 
which the Galapagos Islands are world-renowned 
was an unforgettable and humbling experience.  I 
am proud to work for a company that understands 
the value of wildlife research and is willing to 
commit critical time, staff, and money.  SeaWorld's 
support for the Galapagos Penguin Census began 
in 1999 and continues to this day."

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning 
at 7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold 
our “formal” meeting covering Club business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.
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President's Column
Hello Fellow Divers,

Dive season is getting underway and the Club 
has some good dive trips coming up, so take ad-
vantage of some of them and get out there and get 
wet.  The annual Ocean Fest, held in Ft. Lauderdale, 
was a great show this year and featured several 
new vendors and information on dive packages to 
about anywhere you could possible want to go.  The 
LMDC was well represented and special thanks 
to Bill Paskert for arranging the trip and a great 
weekend at Lauderdale-by-the-Sea.  The weather 
was nice and warm, but wind and high surf kept us 
out of the water on Saturday. Sunday the seas and 
wind died down and some of our crew got a chance 
to have a nice long dive with good visibility and 
plenty of marine life.  I am sure Bill will share some 
of the stories from the trip.

Our April meeting featured Jakub Rehacek, 
Ph.D., who spoke to the Club on rebreathers and 
special techniques associated with them.  The pre-
sentation was very informative, and Jakub shared 
some of his experiences with rebreathers and even 
some that he has built.  As with any type of diving, 
rebreathers have some positives and some nega-
tives, and I found the information quite helpful in 
understanding the principals of this type of diving 

but am not sure that I'll switch anytime soon.  Give 
me an aluminum 80, and I'm good to go!

Our May 9th meeting will feature our Vice 
President, Barbara Shurman, who will be doing a 
presentation on her trip to the Galapagos.  You'll 
want to come out and hear about her interesting and 
exciting adventures. 

Another reminder that May is our election 
month.  During the formal meeting, we will accept 
floor nominations for President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer.  This is one of our most 
important meetings, and one that gives us the oppor-
tunity to make ours a great dive Club.  Be sure and 
mark May 9th on your calendars and come out with 
your nominations and votes!

We'll be gathering again this month at Joe's Crab 
Shack around 6:30 pm, so please join us and enjoy 
the company of you fellow divers.Until next time, 
see you “down under.”

Al Wileden



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ May 20063

Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2006 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Deposit 

Amount
Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Feb	10	-	11
Fri	-	Sat

Manatees at Crystal River	-	Get	up-close	with	
these	endangered	gentle	giants;	1	night	in	hotel,	
half-day	snorkel,	boat	charter,	breakfast

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-
Components.com

$85 Sold
Out

$85

Mar	�4	-	�6
Fri	-	Sun

Devil’s Den Camp Out & Dive	–	�	nights	tent	
camping	or	cabin	at	Devil’s	Den,	Saturday	night	
cookout,	dive	all	day	Saturday

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

$�5 Feb	�4 $49	tent,
$115	
cabin

Apr	15
Sat

Road Rally	–	Fund	Raiser	for	American	Cancer	
Society	Relay	for	Life:	trivia,	clues,	scavenger	hunt,	
Amazing	Race;	outrageous	fun	for	a	great	cause.

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-
Components.com

$15 Apr	1 $15

Apr	�1	-	�3
Fri	-	Sun

Ocean Fest	–	Consumer	dive	show	in	Ft	
Lauderdale,	stay	in	quaint	Lauderdale-by-the-
Sea,	shore	diving,	�	nights	in	hotel,	breakfast	both	
mornings,	dinner	on	Saturday

Bill	Paskert
407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$60 Apr	8 $1�0

May	5	-	7
Fri	-	Sun

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier,	�	nights	at	Tropic	
Vista	Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	Crystal	Clear	
Charters,	breakfast,	tanks	&	weights	included

Cherie	Berry
407-306-3041
cheryl.berry@lmco.com

$100 Apr	5 $�15

May	19	-	�1
Fri	-	Sun

Pompano Beach	–	Two	nights	in	Paradise	Beach	
Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	South	Florida	Diving	
Headquarters

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$50 Apr	�1 $�00

May	�0	-	�7
Sat	-	Sat

Turks & Caicos Islands	–	Air	from	Orlando,	one	
week	diving	aboard	the	Caribbean	Explorer	II,	all	
meals	and	diving

Grace	Hampton
407-737-8999
gracphil@palmnet.net

$�000 Taking	
stand-	

bys

$�000

Jun	17	-	18
Sat	-	Sun

Pompano Beach	–	One	night	in	Paradise	Beach	
Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	South	Florida	Diving	
Headquarters

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

$40 May	19 $140

Jun	�4
Sat

West Palm Beach	–	Narcosis	with	the	KSC	
Barracudas

Tom	Wiley
3�1-799-435�
Tom_1965@yahoo.com

$�5 Jun	�0 $50

June	�5
Sun

West Palm Beach	–	Narcosis	with	the	KSC	
Barracudas

Tom	Wiley
3�1-799-435�
Tom_1965@yahoo.com

$�5 Jun	�0 $50

Jun	30	-	
Jul	4
Fri	-	Tues

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier	long	holiday	weekend,	
4	nights	in	hotel,	three	�-tank	dives	with	Crystal	
Clear	Charters,	breakfast

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$100 May	30 $350

July	8	-	15
Sat	-	Sat

Bahamas	-	Nekton	Pilot	live-aboard	with	the	KSC	
Barracudas

Beth	Shaffer
3�1-453-65��
bbshaffr@aol.com

$400 May	15 $1716

July	�6	-	�7
Wed	-	
Thurs

West Palm Beach	–	Lobster	Sportsman	Season	
with	KSC	Barracudas

John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$�5 Jul	18 $50

July	�8	-	30
Fri	-	Sun

West Palm Beach	–	�	nights	in	hotel	½	block	from	
beach,	two	�-tank	dives	with	Narcosis	Divers

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$100 Jun	�3 $�50

Aug	6	-	7
Sun	-	Mon

West Palm Beach	–	Lobster	Regular	Season	
opener	with	KSC	Barracudas

John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$�5 Jul	18 $50

Aug	18	-	�0
Fri	-	Sun

Venice Beach	–	Shore	diving	for	prehistoric	
fossilized	shark’s	teeth,	�	nights	in	hotel,	breakfast	
both	mornings,	lunch	on	Saturday

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.mccleskey@e-
components.com

$50 Aug	8 $90

Sep	9	-	10
Sat	-	Sun

Islamorada	–	with	the	KSC	Barracudas John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$100 Aug	15 $175

Sept	��	-�4
Fri	–	Sun

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier,	�	nights	in	hotel,	two	�-
tank	dives	with	Crystal	Clear	Charters,	breakfast

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�;	
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.
net

$100 Aug	�� $�15

Sep	30	-	
Oct	7
Sat	-	Sat

Bonaire	–	with	the	KSC	Barracudas Max	Farley
3�1-45�-1435
maxfarley@earthlink.net

$�00 Aug	1 $1350

Oct	�7	-	�9
Fri	-	Sun

Fantasy Fest & Key West	-	Experience	Key	
West’s	wildest	Halloween	celebration,	�	nights	at	
Sugarloaf	Lodge	Resort,	Saturday	night	Twilight	
Fantasy	Parade,	no	diving	included

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-
Components.com

$100 Sep	1� $180

Nov	18	-	19
Sat	–	Sun

Tampa Area Aquariums	–	1	night	in	hotel,	visit	
Mote	Aquarium	in	Sarasota	on	Saturday	&	Florida	
Aquarium	in	Tampa	on	Sunday,	breakfast	Sunday

Bill	Paskert
407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$35 Oct	31 $70

Dec	3
Sunday

Holiday Party	–	Brunch	and	gift	exchange Wendy	McCleskey
407-�73-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

TBD TBD TBD

Dec	31	-	
Jan	1
Sun	-	Mon

New Year’s Eve		–	Dive	with	mermaids	at	
Weeki	Wachee,	ring	in	the	new	year,	hotel	
accommodations.

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

TBD TBD TBD
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Pompano Beach Dive Trip
May 19 - 21

Dive the Ft. Lauderdale area!  Two coral 
reefs run parallel to the shore at depths of 40 
and 60 feet.  These reefs lie about a mile off 
shore.  Ship wrecks lie between and beyond 
the reefs.  

We will do two-
tank dives on Sat-
urday and Sunday 
morning.  Rental 
tanks are avail-
able through the 
award-winning 
South Florida Div-
ing Headquarters.  
Tanks with air are $10 each, with Nitrox 
$15 each; fills are $4.

The trip price is $200 per person, double occupancy.  
A $50 deposit is due May 9th.  The balance of 
$150 is due May 12.  Contact:

 Phil Carter 
 phil.carter@lmco.com 
 pcarter4@cfl.rr.com 
 Daytime (407) 306-7081 
 Evenings (386) 426-0466 
 Anytime (386) 314-5910.

We'll stay two nights at the Paradise Beach 
Resort featuring a beach-front location, res-
taurant with ocean-front dining, a tiki bar, 
outdoor pool, tennis, a 24-hour front desk, 
laundry and valet services, non-smoking 
rooms, limited room service, safe-deposit box, 
and cable television.

The Resort straddles A1A, one part of it is 
on the Atlantic Ocean and the other on the  
Intracoastal Waterway.  Check it out at: 
www.paradisebeachfl.com/index.html.
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Pompano Beach 
Dive Trip

June 17 - 18

Dive the Ft. Lauderdale area!  Two coral 
reefs run parallel to the shore at depths of 40 
and 60 feet.  These reefs lie about a mile off 
shore.  Ship wrecks lie between and beyond 
the reefs.  

We will a two-tank dive on Saturday after-
noon and another Sunday morning.  Rental 
tanks are available through the award-win-
ning South Florida Diving Headquarters.  
Tanks with air are $10 each, with Nitrox 
$15 each; fills are $4. 

The trip price is $140 per person, double oc-
cupancy.  A $40 deposit is due May 19.  The 
balance of $100 is due June 9.  Contact:

 Al or Nancy Wileden 
 fwileden@cfl.rr.com or nwileden@cfl.rr.com 
 (407) 971-8525 or (407) 616-6272

We'll stay one night at the Paradise Beach 
Resort featuring a beach-front location, res-
taurant with ocean-front dining, a tiki bar, 
outdoor pool, tennis, a 24-hour front desk, 
laundry and valet services, non-smoking 
rooms, limited room service, safe-deposit box, 
and cable television.

The Resort straddles A1A, one part of it is 
on the Atlantic Ocean and the other on the  
Intracoastal Waterway.  Check it out at: 
www.paradisebeachfl.com/index.html.
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Cost:  $350; deposits: $150, due by May 26, balance due 
June 23.  Rates are based on double occupancy

Includes:  Three morning 2-tank dives, four night's ac-
commodations, continental breakfast, and tanks and 
weights.  Nitrox is extra.  Night dives are available.

Contact: Phil Carter (407) 306-7081, h (386) 426-0466, 
cell (386) 314-5910, phil.carter@lmco.com

We're diving with Cristal Clear Charters (originally the Aqua-
Nuts from Kelly's on the Bay in Key Largo).  Their 46' Newton 

is spacious and an outstanding dive boat.  They have a great 
variety of dive sites: reefs, ledges, eel holes, wrecks (Spiegel 

Grove, Duane, Bibb, and Eagle), John Pennekamp Park, Davis 
Reef, among others in close-by Key Largo and Islamorada. 

They dock at the Tropic Vista Motel (tropicvistadiveresort.com), where 
we'll be staying, at MM-90.5 Oceanside.  They have bar-b-que 

grills, a freshwater, heated pool, and the Tropic Cafe.  Each 
room has a telephone, cable TV, coffee maker, and refrigerator.

Keys Dive Trip
June 30 to July 4

Cristal Clear Charters  
in Tavernier

There will be a welcome session and 
briefing on Friday after we all ar-
rive.  We'll collect waivers and C-

cards and go over the general infor-
mation about the morning reef dives.
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First Annual Road Rally 
a Huge Success

LMDC’s First Annual Road Rally to benefit the 
American Cancer Society(ACS) and the East Orlan-
do Relay for Life was an unqualified success.  Held 
on Saturday, April 15th, the Road Rally attracted 
six teams of four to six members each.  The event 
cleared $650, which was all donated to the East 
Orlando Relay for Life event this past weekend, 
helping that event raise a total of over $125,000 to 
help fight cancer of all types.

The Rally kicked off in our favorite back room 
at Joe’s Crab Shack.  After a brief explanation of the 
rules and objective, the race began with a Sudoku 
puzzle, which was to be solved to gain the first clue 
to the first destination.  There were 10 destinations 
in all, some of which involved accomplishing a 
task such as rowing a canoe (one participant cap-
sized and fell in the lake), eating an ice cream cone, 
assembling SCUBA gear, eating a slice of triple 
anchovy [!] and squid pizza, beating an XBOX 360 
game, and more.  Clues to find these destinations 
were cryptic, requiring a knowledge of the east Or-
lando area and creative brainstorming between team 
members.

It was a very competitive atmosphere, and given 
the objective of raising money for ACS, several of 
the teams jumped right in by throwing a bribe of 
$20 to shortcut the solving of the Soduku puzzle, 
to get a jump on the competition.  At the end of the 
day, the overall take had been fattened by about 
$200, between buying “Mulligans,” and bribes for 

assistance with canoeing and assembling SCUBA 
gear (obviously from the non-Club members par-
ticipating). 

Each destination earned the team a “Clue Word” 
which was their password to call in for their next 
clue, and the pieces of the ultimate task, to chain the 
words together to form a famous saying.  The final 
destination also provided each team with a wing 
nut, which they were required to bring to the judges 
with a mating bolt, to recite the famous saying.  One 
team, led by former Club officers Ralph and Gwen 
Rolape, didn’t want to take the time to stop at a 
hardware store, so they started disassembling the 
van they were riding in (belonging to former mem-
bers Gail and Mike Newsome) until they found the 
appropriate-sized bolt. 

The hunt took about 4 hours, and eventually 
all teams reported back to Joe’s Crab Shack for the 
awards ceremony, and much food and drink.  I think 
that everyone agreed that this was a very enjoyable 
event and one to be repeated.

There are so many volunteers and donors to 
thank, that I cannot include them all here, but I’d 
like to offer a special thanks to Joe’s Crab Shack, 
our regular meeting place, for their donation of the 
room plus lots of free food coupons for prizes; Cast-
away Scuba Adventures for their support and dona-
tion of prizes, Beat the Box Xbox arcade, Twistee 
Treat, Giovanni’s Italian Restaurant, and Boy Scout 
Troop 202 for the use of their canoeing equipment.

Watch out for next year’s Road Rally event, 
which will be bigger and better than ever . . . 

Mike McCleskey
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April 21-23 Trip OceanFest and  
Laurdedale-by-the-Sea

The Kennedy’s, Wileden’s, and Rolape’s en-
joyed the laid-back Tropic Ranch Resort and re-
ally chilled out.  Ralph and Gwen got there a little 
late Friday night, so the rest of us walked down to 
Mulligan’s for dinner and then listened to the band 
playing at the street party across the street.  

It was breezy Friday evening and still blowing 
Saturday morning, so we were concerned that we 
might get ‘skunked’ again this year.  (Last year’s 
OceanFest weekend was marred by strong wind, 
rough surf, and low visibility, so we didn’t dive 
at all.)  We tried to get Jim to snorkel out for a vis 
check, which he did for us last year, but couldn’t 
convince him.  So Al, Ralph, and I snorkeled out 
and found the bottom by touch before seeing it.  We 
nixed the diving for Saturday, but really were quite 
content to ‘hang’ around the pool and share each 
others’ company.  

Then it was off to the OceanFest to get some 
seafood and sausage lunches and check out the ven-
dors and, of course, our friends at ScubaRadio, with 
Greg Holt MC’ing the show as usual.  Mike wasn’t 
there to win the conch blowing contest, so we just 
enjoyed some good island music.  After the show, 
we caught our van back to the Tropic Ranch, with 
our driver giving us a slightly raunchy running com-
mentary about the beautiful (and not so beautiful) 
people along the beach in Lauderdale . . . “Who’s 
your daddy?!”  

When we got back to the ‘Ranch’, we lazed 
around some more and then had a fried chicken pic-
nic with all the sides.  Needless to say, nary a night 
dive was attempted.

Sunday broke bright and sunny with a faint 
breeze and calm seas.  After another continental 

breakfast, Jim & Patsy and Al & Nancy packed up 
and took off for home, while Ralph snorkeled out 
to check the vis.  What a difference 12 hours can 
make!  He could see the bottom all the way out!  
Well, he and I donned our gear and took off across 
the beach (which by the way is quite healthy despite 
Hurricane Wilma’s passing late last year).  Ralph 

and I saw juvenile drum, puffer, and angelfish; liz-
ardfish; french angelfish; grunt;  porkfish; trumpet-
fish; trunkfish; cowfish; 15 to 20 foot vis; 80 min-
utes of ‘aquarium diving’; and an easy in-and-out.  
The amazing thing was that we had three triggerfish 
that escorted us for a good 40 minutes of the dive!  
One of the triggers was so friendly and inquisitive 
that I couldn’t focus close enough!  He was right in 
my lens!

We all had a great time and some of us got a 
chance to get our gear wet and brush up on rusty 
dive skills.

Bill Paskert
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From the Internet, Yahoo! News

Scientists Probe the Use of the Tongue
By MELISSA NELSON, Associated Press Writer 
Mon Apr 24, 7:32 PM ET

PENSACOLA, Fla. - In their quest to create the 
super warrior of the future, some military research-
ers aren't focusing on organs like muscles or hearts. 
They're looking at tongues. 

By routing signals from helmet-mounted cam-
eras, sonar and other equipment through the tongue 
to the brain, they hope to give elite soldiers super-
human senses similar to owls, snakes and fish.

Researchers at the Florida Institute for Human 
and Machine Cognition envision their work giving 
Army Rangers 360-degree unobstructed vision at 
night and allowing Navy SEALs to sense sonar in 
their heads while maintaining normal vision under-
water - turning sci-fi into reality.

The device, known as "Brain Port," was pio-
neered more than 30 years ago by Dr. Paul Bach-
y-Rita, a University of Wisconsin neuroscientist. 
Bach-y-Rita began routing images from a camera 
through electrodes taped to people's backs and later 
discovered the tongue was a superior transmitter.

A narrow strip of red plastic connects the Brain 
Port to the tongue where 144 microelectrodes trans-
mit information through nerve fibers to the brain. 
Instead of holding and looking at compasses and 
bluky-hand-held sonar devices, the divers can pro-
cesses the information through their tongues, said 
Dr. Anil Raj, the project's lead scientist.

In testing, blind people found doorways, noticed 
people walking in front of them and caught balls. A 
version of the device, expected to be commercially 
marketed soon, has restored balance to those whose 
vestibular systems in the inner ear were destroyed 
by antibiotics.

Michael Zinszer, a veteran Navy diver and 
director of Florida State University's Underwater 
Crime Scene Investigation School, took part in 
testing using the tongue to transmit an electronic 
compass and an electronic depth sensor while in a 
swimming pool.

He likened the feeling on his tongue to Pop 
Rocks candies.

"You are feeling the outline of this image," he 
said. "I was in the pool, they were directing me to 
a very small object and I was able to locate every-
thing very easily."

Underwater crime scene investigators might use 
the device to identify search patterns, signal each 

other and "see through our tongues, as odd as that 
sounds," Zinszer said.

Raj said the objective for the military is to keep 
Navy divers' hands and eyes free. "It will free up 
their eyes to do what those guys really want to, 
which is to look for those mines and see shapes that 
are coming out of the murk."

Sonar is the next step. A lot depends on techno-
logical developments to make sonar smaller - hand-
held sonar is now about the size of a lunch box.

"If they could get it small enough, it could be 
mounted on a helmet, then they could pan around 
on their heads and they could feel the sonar on their 
tongues with good registration to what they are see-
ing visually," Raj said.

The research at the Florida institute, the first 
to research military uses of sensory augmentation, 
is funded by the Defense Department. The exact 
amount of the expenditure is unavailable.

Raj and his research assistants spend hours at 
the University of West Florida's athletic complex 
testing the equipment at an indoor pool. Raj does 
the diving himself.

They plan to officially demonstrate the system 
to Navy and Marine Corps divers in May. If the 
military screeners like what they see, it could be put 
on a "rapid response" to quickly get in the hands of 
military users within the next three to six months.

Work on the infrared-tongue vision for Army 
Rangers isn't as far along. But Raj said the potential 
usefulness of the night vision technology is tremen-
dous. It would allow soldiers to work in the dark 
without cumbersome night-vision goggles and to 
"see out the back of their heads," he said.

Florida Institute for Human and Machine Cognition: 
http://www.ihmc.us

AP - Sun Apr 23, 11:12 
PM ET Dr. Anil Raj, lead 
scientist on the sonar brain 
port reasearch, checks to 
make sure that currents 
are running throught the 
tongue port which will 
fit into his rebreather as 
he dives in Pensacola, 
Fla.  Military researchers 
believe the tongue could 
be key in their quest to 
create the super warrior of 
the future, giving soldiers 
sensory powers similar to 
owls, snakes and fish. (AP 
Photo/Mari Darr~Welch)
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Undercurrent Online

April 28

Get Your Fish Photo on an Official US Post-
age Stamp:  And you don't have to win a contest 
to do it.  The US Postal Service has teamed up with 
private enterprise to allow you to create 39 cent 
stamps with any image you want (well, no body 
parts, no Hitlers, no smut).  But, they're pricey: 
$17.99 for a sheet of twenty, nearly a 300 percent 
markup.  Still, they're fun.  Upload any shot you 
want at http://photo.stamps.com/PhotoStamps/learn-

more/real and let that favorite angelfish photo wing a 
letter to your family or friends.

The DAN /SSS Chamber Legal Dispute.  The 
two parties have just reached a settlement in their 
recent legal action. DAN America insurance is once 
again accepted at SSS network chambers as a result 
of the resolution of the outstanding claims that were 
the basis for the lawsuit.  The terms of the settle-
ment remain confidential.

Note: Undercurrent is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion. Our travel writers never announce their pur-
pose, are unknown to the destination, and receive no 
complimentary services or compensation from the 
dive operators or resort.  The Club subscribes to the 
Undercurrent newsletter, so contact our Equipment 
Committee Chair, Al Wileden, to read the monthly 
edition.

Ben Davison, editor/publisher

www.undercurrent.org

From the Internet

Welcome to  
Poseidon Undersea Resorts

The first Poseidon Undersea Resort is nearing 
the end of its pre-development cycle with construc-
tion slated to begin in 2006. We hope to open the 
first property before the end of 2007 with other 
projects soon to follow. Poseidon will be the world's 
first permanent sea floor one-atmosphere structure.

Poseidon was conceived and developed by L. 
Bruce Jones, the President of U.S. Submarines, Inc. 
and engineered by the tremendously experienced 
staff at U.S. Submarines. Years of painstaking ef-
fort and design refinement with expert advice from 
outside world-class consultants has resulted in the 
world's first viable undersea luxury resort. Our plans 
for the 5-star Poseidon Resort have captured the 
imagination of millions of people. Are you one of 
them?

Please explore the Web site and learn how hu-
man habitation of the sea floor is, at long last, about 
to become reality: www.poseidonresorts.com

Engineering model of the Poseidon 
Undersea Resort facility to be the world's 

first one-atmosphere hotel structure on the 
sea floor



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ May 200611

LMDC	Connections

We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-

ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	text	
and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-093

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•	 Fax	(please	call	before	sending)	at	work:	(407)	356-
4694;	or	at	home:	(407)	678-5311.

Rebreathers in Technical 
Diving, Jakub Rehacek, 

Ph.D.
At our April 11th meeting, Jakub Rehacek told 

us about his technical diving with rebreathers in 
a presentation he calls “Rebreathers in Technical 
Diving - Evolution from a home builder to a movie 
stunt double."  In it, he briefly covered the his-
tory of rebreathers and described different types of 
rebreathers and their application to technical diving.  
He brought some of his equipment to show us.  It 
was quite impressive.

Among the benefits of 
diving with rebreathers are 
no exhaust bubbles to scare 
off fish, greatly extended 
bottom time, and tailoring 
your gas to the depth and 
task.  You can try out re-
breather diving at a special 
event at Ginnie Springs over 
Memorial Day weekend.

Jakub has been diving rebreathers for over 5 
years, is certified on several, and has even built a 
few (www.golemrebreathers.com).

Jakub is president of Coastal Karst Foundation, 
Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to explora-
tion, research, documentation, and conservation of 
the underwater cave environment (www.coastalkarst.

org).

He has worked in many areas of print and 
electronic media as a photo editor and news pho-
tographer; as interpreter and photographer for the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation during the 

“Velvet Revolution” in Prague, Czech Republic; 
and most recently as web weaver and staff writer 
for Advanced Diver Magazine (http://www.advanced-

divermagazine.com).  He also runs a dive equipment 
manufacturing and distribution company Golem 
Gear (www.golemgear.com),  On the entertain-
ment side, Jakub worked as rebreather diving stunt 
double in the horror movie “The Cave.”

Jakub’s diving interests are geared towards 
cave diving and rebreathers.  He was a member of 
the exploration team that mapped and connected 
Beacon Woods 
Cave System to 
Wayne’s World 
System, creat-
ing the second 
longest under-
water traverse in 
Florida (about 
12,000 feet) and 
a member of 
an expedition 
that explored, 
mapped, and 
provided video 
documentation of 
the Cenote Xla-
kah under the  Dzibilchaltun Archeological Site, 
Yucatan, Mexico. 

Last Month's Meeting

Last, but certainly not least, we had our famous 
door prize event.  Our thanks to the prize donors, 
and remember to mention LMDC when visiting our 
local dive merchants. 

Winner  Prize
Ricardo Smith Coolie
Jakub Rehacek Pen with diver
Mike McCleskey  Key chain with light
Wendy McCleskey  O-rings 
John Greene  Hat
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Upcoming	Events	

May	6-7 Dive Trip:	Tavernier,	Cherie	Berry	

May	9	 Meeting:	Galapagos	Islands	-	Barbara	Shurman

May	19-�1 Dive Trip:	Pompano,	Phil	Carter

Jun	13	 Meeting: Spearfishing - Gilbert Young, World Water Sports

Jun	17-18 Dive Trip:	Pompano,	Al	Wileden

Jun	30-Jul	4 Dive Trip:	Tavernier,	Phil	Carter

Lockheed Martin Recognizes LMDC 
Member Warren Musacchia in 
Annual Award Ceremony

The Lockheed Martin Enterprise Information 
Systems (EIS) awards program was created in 
1997 to annually honor EIS individuals and teams 
for their outstanding achievements and extraordi-
nary contributions to EIS's business objectives and 
Lockheed Martin's mission.  The name "Pinnacle" 
was chosen because it represents peak performance, 
the highest level of achievement within EIS. Indi-
viduals and teams are recognized for outstanding 
achievement in several categories.

Warren is being recognized for his part in a team 
that performed outstanding service on ensuring the 
security of the Lockheed Martin Internet from the 
Internet, specifically his team was referred to as 
Secure Access from the Internet to the LM Internet 
(SAIL)

The 2006 Pinnacle Awards Ceremony was held 
on Saturday, April 29, at the Gaylord Palms Resort 
in Orlando, Florida.

May Is Election Time!
Join us at our May 9th meeting for the annual 

CLUB election of Officers.  Nominations will be 
accepted from the floor for the positions of Presi-
dent, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  For 
members who cannot attend, e-mail your nomina-
tions and/or vote to me at gwen.sandlin-rolape@
lmco.com or gwenfxstd@cfl.rr.com before Monday, 
May 8th.  Three positions on the LMDC Board of 
Directors will also be filled.

Your active participation is needed through this 
election process to ensure you are represented!  All 
Officers and Board members are encouraged to 
continue their excellent service!  The Bylaws call 
for nine standing committee chairpersons.  These 
positions are normally filled by member volunteers 
after the election of Officers.  For those members 
who may be thinking of running for office or one of 
the Chair positions, plenty of help is always avail-
able.  LMDC also has instructions on hand for each 
staff position. Running for office will give you the 
opportunity to make a good Club great!  

The May election meeting is one of the most 
important meetings of the year.  Please join us! 

Gwen Sandlin-Rolape


