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Costa Rica,  
with Bill and Nadine Beard

July Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Come to our July 11th 
meeting to hear all about 
an exotic dive destination.  
George McGuire has recruited 
Bill and Nadine Beard of 
Bill Beard’s Costa Rica tour 
agency. Although they special-
ize in diving, their agency also 
put together the non-diving 
adventure portion of George’s 
fabulous trip to Costa Rica.  
They will be showing a new 
promotional video about Costa 
Rica travel that they were mak-
ing when he met them in February.

From Their Website - http://www.
billbeardcostarica.com

Bill Beard Costa Rica - About us

Bill Beard is the true pioneer of scuba diving 
in Costa Rica.  Bill started diving in Costa Rica 
in 1970 from dug-out canoes.  He was the first 
working instructor and had the first professional 
dive shop in the country.  In 1974, he branched 
out by opening a beach location in Playas del 
Coco on the Pacific Ocean and operated daily 
dive trips from there and Playa Hermosa.  Bill 
has many firsts to his credit, including bringing 
scuba diving and adventure tours to Guanacaste.  
In 1985, Bill and his wife Nadine formed an 
association and were the first to combine scuba 
diving and adventure tour packages.  Bill and 
Nadine are multi-agency diving instructors, and 
the tour manager Carlos Ramirez and his staff all 
have many years experience in the industry.

Our association includes the best hotels, 
resorts, and restaurants available. We have Costa 

Rica’s most knowledgeable, experienced opera-
tors, instructors, and guides with proven track 
records providing you with the safest and best 
vacation possible.  We are a full-service tour 
operator and are licensed and insured.

Bill Beard’s Costa Rica agency, located on the 
northwest Pacific coast of Costa Rica in the Gulf 
of Papagayo, is surrounded by an abundance of 
dive sites, most of which are accessible within a 30 
minute boat ride.  Their local dive sites offer white 
tip reef sharks, spotted eagle rays, turtles, stingrays, 
angel fish, octopus, sea horses, starfish, frog fish, 
many species of eels, and giant schools of grunt and 
yellowtails.

See ‘Costa Rica’, page 10



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’July 2006 �

President
	 Phil Carter	 (407)	306-7081

Vice	President
	 Barbara Shurman (407)	380-�96�	

	Secretary
	 Nancy Wileden (407)	971-85�5

Treasurer
	 Wendy McCleskey (407)	�73-6655 
	
Director	at	Large
	 Al Wileden	 (407)	356-8954

Board	of	Directors
	
	 Jim Kennedy (35�)	874-3305	

	 Mike McCleskey	 (407)	�73-6655

	 Bill Paskert	 (407)	356-��90

Committees

Activity
	 Open	
Camera
	 Mike McCleskey	 (407)	�73-6655
Communications
	 Bill Paskert	 (407)	356-��90
Equipment
	 Open	
Meetings
	 Open	
Membership
	 Wendy McCleskey (407)	�73-6655
Merchandise
	 Open
Safety	and	Training
	 Warren Musacchia	 (407)	306-�773
Webmaster
	 Open (

Your Officers and Staff

President's Column
Hello fellow divers!

Wow, our June meeting had more people in 
attendance than any other meeting I've been to in 
the 5 years I've been a member.  Thank you all for 
coming, and many thanks to our new members.  I 
hope they all find us to be casual enough to chime 
in anytime.   Please don't be shy.  We welcome all 
comments and suggestions for improving our Club.  
Please tell all your friends, whether they dive or not, 
to come by.  We usually have several non-diving 
activities during the year, including snorkeling trips, 
camping, Ocean Fest, the famous Fantasy Fest, and 
a Holiday party.  This year we even have a road trip 
to visit Tampa area aquariums.  If you're new to div-
ing, the Venice Beach dive coming up August 18-20 
is easy, fun, and very inexpensive.

 Our June meeting featured a presentation 
on spearfishing by Gil Young of World Waters-
ports.  Gil did a great job with show-and-tell of his 
spearfishing equipment - explaining the rules and 
laws governing spearfishing and how to actually 
spear a fish, and sharing some interesting experi-
ences from his many years of spearfishing. Gil was 
also kind enough to provide our door prizes for 
this meeting, including the grand prize of a free 
spearfishing trip with him, which was won by mem-
ber Dan Rousseau, aka 'Tinkerbell'.  

 We’ve had two dive trips since our last meet-
ing - Pompano Beach and the Keys.  We'll be report-
ing on these two trips at our next meeting July 11.

 We have some good dive opportunities com-
ing up.  Our Club has a trip planned to West Palm 
Beach July 26-27 for two nights and four dives.  
Also in July, the KSC Barracudas club has trips 
planned to West Palm Beach and the Bahamas.    

 Don't forget, we meet the second Tuesday of 
the month at Joe's Crab Shack on SR 436 (Semoran 
Blvd).   We'll get together on July 11 about 6:30 pm, 
so please join us and enjoy the company of your fel-
low divers and a presentation on Costa Rica by Bill 
and Nadine Beard.

Until next time, dive, dive, dive!

Phil Carter

Classifieds

Sealife ReefMaster: Housing with two cameras, 
external flash, carrying case, macro 8X and 16X 
close-up lenses, automatic film advance and rewind, 
uses regular 35 mm film.  Price: $100 or best offer.  
Marie Frank: marie.s.frank@lmco.com or (301) 
214-3766.
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2006 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Deposit 

Amount
Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Feb	10	-	11
Fri	-	Sat

Manatees at Crystal River	-	Get	up-close	with	
these	endangered	gentle	giants;	1	night	in	hotel,	
half-day	snorkel,	boat	charter,	breakfast

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-Com-
ponents.com

$85 Sold
Out

$85

Mar	�4	-	�6
Fri	-	Sun

Devil’s Den Camp Out & Dive	–	�	nights	tent	
camping	or	cabin	at	Devil’s	Den,	Saturday	night	
cookout,	dive	all	day	Saturday

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

$�5 Feb	�4 $49	tent,
$115	
cabin

Apr	15
Sat

Road Rally	–	Fund	Raiser	for	American	Cancer	
Society	Relay	for	Life:	trivia,	clues,	scavenger	hunt,	
Amazing	Race;	outrageous	fun	for	a	great	cause.

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-Com-
ponents.com

$15 Apr	1 $15

Apr	�1	-	�3
Fri	-	Sun

Ocean Fest	–	Consumer	dive	show	in	Ft	Lauder-
dale,	stay	in	quaint	Lauderdale-by-the-Sea,	shore	
diving,	�	nights	in	hotel,	breakfast	both	mornings,	
dinner	on	Saturday

Bill	Paskert
407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$60 Apr	8 $1�0

May	5	-	7
Fri	-	Sun

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier,	�	nights	at	Tropic	Vista	
Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	Crystal	Clear	Char-
ters,	breakfast,	tanks	&	weights	included

Cherie	Berry
407-306-3041
cheryl.berry@lmco.com

$100 Apr	5 $�15

May	19	-	�1
Fri	-	Sun

Pompano Beach	–	Two	nights	in	Paradise	Beach	
Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	South	Florida	Diving	
Headquarters

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$50 Apr	�1 $�00

May	�0	-	�7
Sat	-	Sat

Turks & Caicos Islands	–	Air	from	Orlando,	one	
week	diving	aboard	the	Caribbean	Explorer	II,	all	
meals	and	diving

Grace	Hampton
407-737-8999
gracphil@palmnet.net

$�000 Taking	
stand-	

bys

$�000

Jun	17	-	18
Sat	-	Sun

Pompano Beach	–	One	night	in	Paradise	Beach	
Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	South	Florida	Diving	
Headquarters

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

$40 May	19 $140

Jun	�4
Sat

West Palm Beach	–	Narcosis	with	the	KSC	Bar-
racudas

Tom	Wiley
3�1-799-435�
Tom_1965@yahoo.com

$�5 Jun	�0 $50

June	�5
Sun

West Palm Beach	–	Narcosis	with	the	KSC	Bar-
racudas

Tom	Wiley
3�1-799-435�
Tom_1965@yahoo.com

$�5 Jun	�0 $50

Jun	30	-	
Jul	4
Fri	-	Tues

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier	long	holiday	weekend,	
4	nights	in	hotel,	three	�-tank	dives	with	Crystal	
Clear	Charters,	breakfast

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$100 May	30 $350

July	8	-	15
Sat	-	Sat

Bahamas	-	Nekton	Pilot	live-aboard	with	the	KSC	
Barracudas

Beth	Shaffer
3�1-453-65��
bbshaffr@aol.com

$400 May	15 $1716

July	�6	-	�7
Wed	-	
Thurs

West Palm Beach	–	Lobster	Sportsman	Season	
with	KSC	Barracudas

John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$�5 Jul	18 $50

July	�8	-	30
Fri	-	Sun

West Palm Beach	–	�	nights	in	hotel	½	block	from	
beach,	two	�-tank	dives	with	Narcosis	Divers

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$100 Jun	�3 $�50

Aug	6	-	7
Sun	-	Mon

West Palm Beach	–	Lobster	Regular	Season	
opener	with	KSC	Barracudas

John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$�5 Jul	18 $50

Aug	18	-	�0
Fri	-	Sun

Venice Beach	–	Shore	diving	for	prehistoric	fossil-
ized	shark’s	teeth,	�	nights	in	hotel,	breakfast	both	
mornings,	lunch	on	Saturday

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.mccleskey@e-com-
ponents.com

$50 Aug	8 $90

Sep	9	-	10
Sat	-	Sun

Islamorada	–	with	the	KSC	Barracudas John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$100 Aug	15 $175

Sept	��	-�4
Fri	–	Sun

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier,	�	nights	in	hotel,	two	�-
tank	dives	with	Crystal	Clear	Charters

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�;	geopatmc-
ghsd@earthlink.net

$100 Aug	15 $180

Sep	30	-	
Oct	7
Sat	-	Sat

Bonaire	–	with	the	KSC	Barracudas Max	Farley
3�1-45�-1435
maxfarley@earthlink.net

$�00 Aug	1 $1350

Oct	�7	-	�9
Fri	-	Sun

Fantasy Fest & Key West	-	Experience	Key	
West’s	wildest	Halloween	celebration,	�	nights	at	
Sugarloaf	Lodge	Resort,	Saturday	night	Twilight	
Fantasy	Parade,	no	diving	included

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-Com-
ponents.com

$100 Sep	1� $180

Nov	18	-	19
Sat	–	Sun

Tampa Area Aquariums	–	1	night	in	hotel,	visit	
Mote	Aquarium	in	Sarasota	on	Saturday	&	Florida	
Aquarium	in	Tampa	on	Sunday,	breakfast	Sunday

Bill	Paskert
407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$35 Oct	31 $70

Dec	3
Sunday

Holiday Party	–	Brunch	and	gift	exchange Wendy	McCleskey
407-�73-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

TBD TBD TBD

Dec	31	-	
Jan	1
Sun	-	Mon

New Year’s Eve		–	Dive	with	mermaids	at	Weeki	
Wachee,	ring	in	the	new	year,	hotel	accommoda-
tions.

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

TBD TBD TBD
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Two 2-tank dives with Narcosis Dive Charters (www.narcosisdivecharters.com) 
- Spacious Pro 48 built specifically for diving, cruises at a fast 28 knots and 

can comfortably carry 30 divers, but is limited to 20.  On-board amenities 
include snacks, cold sodas and water, fresh water showers, camera table and 
camera rinse basin, and weights.  Both air and nitrox rental tanks (alumi-
num 80s) are available at the boat.  On-board portable emergency marine 

oxygen supply. 
Two nights in the Holiday Inn Express 1/2 block  from the beach -  

Outdoor pool, complimentary continental breakfast, free local calls, compli-
mentary USA Today newspaper, fitness facilities, and large balconies with 

ocean views.

West Palm Dive Trip
July 28 - 30, 2006 

$250 pp/double occupancy
$100 deposit due NOW

$150 balance due by July 21
Contact: Phil Carter
wk. 407-306-7081
hm. 386-426-0466
cell 386-314-5910

phil.carter@lmco.com
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Take Home Shark Teeth, Whale Teeth, or 
Even Mastodon Teeth!

Find Fossils 4- to 8-Million Years Old!

Dive into the Past with Us on  
August 18 - 20 in Venice, Florida  

The trip includes beach dives, 2 nights  
at Holiday Inn, Venice - big pool, fitness center, 

volleyball, restaurant and lounge 
Unlimited beach diving for  

fossilized prehistoric shark teeth 
 Breakfast a-la LMDC both mornings

 Lunch on the beach provided Saturday

The price is $90, 
$50 deposit due August 5th 

Contact  
Mike McCleskey at (407) 808-6453
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com

Check Out Venice On Line  
http://venice-fla.com/capital.htm

Shark! (Tooth) Diving in Venice
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Cost: $180; deposit $100 due at sign up; balance due 
8/15/06.  Rates are based on double occupancy.

Includes: Two morning 2-tank dives, two nights accom-
modations, tanks, and weights.  Nitrox is extra.  After-
noon and night dives are available.

Contact: George McGuire (h) 407-677-4242, 
 geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

We're diving with Cristal Clear Charters for the 
third time this year.  Their 46-foot Newton is a 
spacious and outstanding dive boat.  We will be 

diving on the beautiful reefs off Tavernier.

Cristal Clear docks their boat at the Tropic  
Vista Motel (http://tropicvistadiveresort.com), where 
we will be staying, at MM 90.5 oceanside on 

US 1.  They have a freshwater pool and the ad-
jacent Tropic Café will be open for  

breakfast.  

Keys Dive Trip
September 22 to 24

Cristal Clear Charters  
in Tavernier

Each room has a telephone, 
cable TV, coffee maker, and 

refrigerator.
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
Does Pompano

On June 17th, five members of the LMDC head-
ed to Pompano for some of the pleasures divers look 
forward to - diving.  The divers included new mem-
bers Ray Hawley and Liz McGinnis, Bill Paskert, 
my wife Nancy, and myself.  After a leisurely drive 
down from Orlando and Tampa, we all met at the 
Pompano Beach Pier for lunch.  Our trip was sched-
uled for a 1 pm departure, and we had plenty of time 
to enjoy some conversation and good food prior to 
traveling a short way up A1A to the dive boat.  South 
Florida Diving Headquarters, the outfit we went out 
with, now has two locations in Pompano.  The first 
location and the one they 
have operated from for 
several years is located in 
the Sands Harbor Marina.  
The second location, and 
the one we went from, is at 
the Hillsboro Inlet, which is 
a very short ride out to the 
dive sites.

Saturday afternoon found the weather quite 
warm but reports of the water temperature had 
us putting on full wet suits.  What's up with that?  
Thermoclines at 45 feet!  At any rate, the seas were 
almost flat, and we all geared up right away since 
the ride was only 10 minutes to the first site.  At the 
site, we got together as a group and off the side we 
went.  So far so good.  As is the case in most dives 
on the East coast, the vis on the way down was not 
so good.  The bad news was that at the bottom, the 
vis was just as bad - at maybe 20 feet.  Oh, and the 
thermocline I mentioned above had the water tem-
perature in the low 70s.  Being the avid divers that 
we are, we all hung in there until the computers were 
telling us that our fun was over.  

During the second dive of the day, we experi-
enced worse conditions as to vis and water tem-
perature.  Nancy and Liz decided to limit the dive 
time and went up early into the dive.  Ray, Bill, and 
myself (again avid 
divers) proceeded 
on with the dive.  
About 20 minutes 
into the dive with 
the vis now maybe 
10-15 feet and no 
marine life that we 
could see, we decid-
ed to surface.  I'm 
not sure, but I don't 

remember Bill's 
strobe going off 
once during the 
dive!

That night, 
we enjoyed a 
nice dinner at 
Mulligans in 
downtown Lauderdale-by-the-Sea and conversa-
tion about tomorrow’s dive.  Could it be worse than 
today's?  No way.  So we all decided to give it a shot.  

Sunday morning came early - 7:15 am at the 
boat.  Reports of the previous night dive was that 
vis had gone down even less than we had seen in the 
previous afternoon.  We thought, “Oh, well, we here, 
let's get wet.”  

We were very pleasantly surprised to find that on 
the first dive conditions had improved with vis of 50 
feet or so and water temperature in the 80s.  We did 
a nice 160-foot wreck with easy penetration and lots 
of coral and marine life at about 70 feet.  Since the 
wreck was relatively small, it tended to get a little 
crowded in some spots, but overall it was a great 

dive.  The second 
dive of the day, a reef 
called "The Hook" 
proved to be the best 
dive of the week-
end with good vis, 
warm temperature, 
and an abundance of 
marine life.  I saw 
Bill's strobe working 
overtime on this dive.  
We had a nice, long, 

relaxing dive, and we actually ran off what appeared 
to be the end of the reef.  We surfaced, were picked 
up, and began to pack up our gear.  All of us enjoyed 
the day's dives, and it was good to end the weekend 
with good dives.

Back at the dock, Liz and Ray decided to head 
on back to Tampa; and Bill, Nancy, and I had a nice 
lunch at an outside restaurant located at the Sands 
Harbor Hotel.  We met Brian Mosley, whom you 
may remember ran the fish identification game at one 
of our recent meetings.  He works on the weekends 
for South Florida Diving Headquarters, and it was 
good to see him.  After a nice lunch, we piled in the 
dive mobile and headed back to O Town.  

It was a great dive trip even if the conditions 
were not optimum.  We’re looking forward to the 
next one!

Al Wileden
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Turks and Caicos 
aboard the Explorer II

May 20-27, 2006
The Lockheed Martin Dive Club and KSC Barracu-

das quickly snapped up the 16 slots for this live aboard 
dive trip.  Due to a cancellation, two divers were added 
from the wait list after the trip sold out.  (It is always 
good to have a wait list.)  We had group members join-
ing us from California, Delaware, and Georgia.  It was 
with a sigh of relief that this trip leader welcomed Mary-
ann and Bob DeRuff, Jimmie and Winnie Klein, and Mel 
Pel at the Atlanta airport.  The entire group left on the 
same plane for Providenciales, Turks and Caicos.  

Upon arrival, we shifted to ‘Island Time’.  You know 
how it is.  We were to board the boat at 3:00 p.m., and 
that stretched to 5:30 p.m.  It took two taxis to transport 
us to a restaurant to await boarding.  Each lost the other 
half of the group because the taxis took us to different 
restaurants.  The Explorer II was too big to get into the 
marina, so the taxi came back and took us to the beach 
at Sapadilla Bay.  There we were loaded into a dinghy 
and shuttled to the dive boat.  Phil Hampton and Nancy 
Schealer declared getting in and out of the dinghy to be 
the most challenging part of the trip.  Cabin assignments, 
dinner, crew introductions, orientation, and paper work 
left a tired group ready for bed after a really long day.

Sunday morning did not give us much confidence.  
We were told the air conditioning in the lounge was 
not working and we would miss the first dive while we 
waited for the air conditioning repairman.  The Nitrox 
machine was not working and, although they had worked 
through the night, it did not look promising.  But things 
got better as the crew worked hard to get underway.  
We had an air conditioned boat and were in the water 
at Northwest Corner at 10:30 a.m.  By noon the Nitrox 
system was fixed, and our group received the promised 
free Nitrox for the rest of the trip.  

We moved on to West Caicos for the afternoon and 
the night dive.  During the week the weather was beauti-
ful, frequently with glassy surface conditions.  We were 
able to dive French Cay, although conditions must be 
just right to get there and the boat only makes that trip 
about once every 4 to 6 weeks.  By my count, we had 
an opportunity to make 26 dives.  Chuck Brown was the 
only diver to make all of them. 

Group enjoying drinks before boarding 
Photo by Terry Keeney

Five Steve’s 
Photo by Chuck Brown

By morning, two other couples had occupied the 
remaining two cabins, and we discovered we had five 
Steves and three Johns (Jons).  Nicknames flourished.  
We quickly became just one group of divers enjoying 
each other and our vacations. 

Dingy ride to the dive boat 
Photo by Terry Keeney

The Explorer II is a comfortable dive boat with 
roomy cabins, adequate lounge and eating area, large sun 
deck, and an open air lounge on the top deck complete 
with full bar.  Our chef was Stan, who has been cooking 
on live-aboard boats in the Turks and Caicos waters for 
over 20 years.  Needless to say, diets were tossed over-
board and nobody lost weight.  The dive deck was well 
arranged with a long camera table and tank slots with 
storage bins that accommodated but did not crowd the 

Group enjoying dinner 
Photo by Terry Keeney
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Divers near the boat 
Photo by Chuck Brown

20 divers.  The attentive crew checked all divers into and 
out of the water, noting dive depth and remaining air for 
each diver on every dive.  The boat had the best ladders 
of any boat we have been on and provided two hang 
lines that went to 25 feet, giving us an easy, safe method 
of ascent.  

Our trip provided ample opportunity for underwater 
photographers to hone their skills.  The sharks, eagle 
rays, stingrays, grouper, giant sponges, sheer wall, and 
soft and hard corals were waiting for wide angle lenses 
and reef tourists.  A white frogfish has recently been 
spotted, and the divemasters were able to find it for some 
of us.  Many queen angels and queen trigger fish bright-
ened our dives and kept us eager for the next dive.  The 
turtles wanted to get up close and personal and some-
times swam into our faces.  Richard Schealer excelled 
at critter spotting for the camera bugs.  Terry Keeney 
reported that sunscreen helps prevent sea lice stings but 
that Safe Sea® works even better.  Terry is especially 
delectable to stinging sea creatures.

Reef scene with boat 
Photo by Chuck Brown

Grouper being cleaned
Photo by Chuck Brown

Nurse shark 
Photo by Chuck Brown

Friday morning the bravest of us made a dawn dive 
into dark waters.  Our last dive of the week was at 8:30 
a.m. and then we were off for Providenciales and gear 
washing and packing up.  Tied up in the bay again, we 
took the dinghy and then a taxi out to dinner.  On our 
return, the taxi driver got lost and could not find the bay 
where the boat was anchored.  He tried to leave us in the 

dark at the wrong beach.  
Mel kept yelling from the 
back of the bus, “Nobody 
gets off the bus until we 
see the dinghy!”  The 
driver had been instructed 
to call the boat when we 
got to the beach.  He could 
not call because, “I have a 
cell phone.  It is right here.  
I don’t have any minutes.”  
In a group effort, we 
finally directed him back 
to the main road and down 
to the correct beach where 
he flashed his lights to get 
the attention of the boat.  
Mel continued shouting 
his same instructions.  The 
dinghy and crew emerged 
from the dark shore in 
moments.  We were glad to 
get back in our cabins.

Saturday was the dreaded Travel Day . . . early off 
the boat, early to the airport, hang around waiting for 
plane time.  The good news is the return trip was mostly 
uneventful; except there was some confusion in Atlanta.  
Melinda and John Tribe were denied boarding passes. 
They stood firm and were finally assigned seats.  The 
flight was overbooked, and volunteers were offered 
$200 to take a later flight.  Steve Spragins, Steve Bussey, 
and Jonathan Byon volunteered  to stay behind.  Our 
flight was delayed, and the later flight was on time; 
so our whole group picked up our luggage together in 
Orlando.  That was a quick and easy $200 for Steve, 
Steve, and Jonathan.

It was a most successful dive trip for all of us.  Our 
only question is “Where shall we go next year?”

Grace Hampton
Trip Coordinator
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Last Month's Meeting
Spearfishing, with Gil Young of 

World Watersports
At our June 13th meeting, we heard Gil Young of 

World Watersports describe his experiences with the sport 
of spearfishing.  He described several types of spearguns 
and related tips, lines, floats, etc., demonstrating their use 
with the equipment he brought.  He also brought copies of 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s 
“Fishing Lines” that lists size and bag limits along with 
species that can be taken by spearing (see details below).  
Gil also covered spearing regulations, suggested areas to 
dive, and answered all of our questions.  

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning 
at 7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold 
our “formal” meeting covering Club business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

Costa Rica, from page 1

Gil has been diving for 30 years, having started when 
he was 10.  His father was a cave diving and advanced 
open water instructor for Hal Watts.  He has lost count 
of his number of dives over the years, but this year he’s 
at about 125 dives, going once or twice a week.  He does 
trips out of West Palm Beach with five to six dives a day 
in 80 to 110 feet.  He also likes going out of Jupiter on a 
commercial charter boat with only two dives but he stays 
down 50 to 60 minutes in 80 to 90 feet.  Gil’s best trip 
so far this year was to the Crystal River area 30 miles 
southwest out of the inlet.  He shot 27- and 24-inch black 
groupers, three nice male hog fish, one good female hog 
fish, and two nice 3-pound mangrove snappers.  He did 
eight dives in 30 feet of water that day, for a total of 225 
minutes.

Spearing is defined as “the catching or taking of a fish 
by bow hunting, gigging, spearfishing, or by any device 
used to capture a fish by piercing its body. Spearing does 
not include the catching or taking of a fish by a hook with 
hook and line gear or by snagging (snatch hooking).”

Spearfishing is defined as “the catching or taking of a 
fish through the instrumentality of a hand or mechanically 
propelled, single or multi-pronged spear or lance, barbed 
or barbless, operated by a person swimming at or below 
the surface of the water.”

The use of powerheads, bangsticks, and rebreath-
ers remains prohibited.  The following is a list of species 
that are prohibited for harvest by spearing: billfish (all 
species), spotted eagle ray, 
sturgeon, manta ray, sharks, 
bonefish, tarpon, goliath 
grouper, snook, blue crab, 

nassau grouper, spotted seatrout, red drum, weakfish, 
stone crab, pompano, african pompano, permit, tripletail, 
lobster, and families of ornamental reef fish (surgeon-
fish, trumpetfish, angelfish, butterflyfish, porcupinefish, 
cornetfish, squirrelfish, trunkfish, damselfish, parrotfish, 
pipefish, seahorse, puffers, and triggerfish except gray 
and ocean).  Any other species not listed that are man-
aged by the Commission, and those species not man-
aged by the Commission, are allowed to be harvested by 
spearing.

You may NOT Spearfish (excluding bowhunting and 
gigging):

* Effective July 1, 2001, spearfishing of marine and 
freshwater species in freshwater is prohibited.  
Possession of a spear gun in or on freshwater is 
also prohibited.

* Within 100 yards of a public swimming beach, any 
commercial or public fishing pier, or any part of a 
bridge from which public fishing is allowed

* Within 100 feet of any part of a jetty that is above 
the surface of the sea – except for the last 500 
yards of a jetty that extends more than 1,500 yards 
from the shoreline

* In Collier County and in Monroe County from 
Long Key north to the Dade County line

* In any body of water under the jurisdiction of 
the Environmental Protection, Recreation and 
Parks departments.  (Possession of spearfishing 
equipment is prohibited in these areas, unless it is 
unloaded and properly stored.)

Full information is available at www.myfwc.com

www.myfwc.com
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LMDC	Connections

We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-

ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	text	
and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-093

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•	 Fax	(please	call	before	sending)	at	work:	(407)	356-
4694;	or	at	home:	(407)	678-5311.

Don Russ News from LM Riviera Beach
I emailed member Don Russ to find out how he’s doing 
since he moved closer to paradise after I read the news 
from the Sun Sentinel about Lockheed Martin’s (LM’s) op-

eration there at the bottom of this article.

Hi Bill!

This division of Lockheed does underwater 
remotely operated vehicles (ROVs).  It was one 
company at one time (Perry Technologies) and split 
into two entities: Perry Slingsby and LM Maritime 
Systems & Sensors (MS2) Riviera Beach.  I work 
for the latter, which is a well kept secret that is hard 
to research on the net with [LM] Manassas running 
interference.  We have approximately 180 employees 
and several facilities in Palm Beach County.  The 
main facility is in Riviera Beach and contains the 
original Perry equipment including a huge tank with 
hoists for testing the craft before immersion and sev-
eral large docks.  

The program I am working on is a tethered ROV 
that is very similar to the one in the Titanic movie.  I 
am currently working on the 3000-volt power sys-
tem (Yes, 3000V!) that runs through the VERY long 
umbilical cable to the surface.

Here are links to other programs going on at MS2 
Riviera Beach: Mission Reconfigurable Unmanned 
Undersea Vehicle (MRUUV) and Sea TALONTM 
(Tactical Acoustic Littoral Ocean Network).

Most of the original Perry stuff is gone now, and 
LM acts like Perry Technologies is too.  The [James 
Bond] Lotus is somewhere else, and so are the subs 
and original ROVs.  The founder of Perry Technolo-
gies died recently.  Here is a link to his biography, it’s 
quite interesting.

LM Riviera Beach is still hiring and is expecting 
several new programs.

Don

South Florida Sun-Sentinel - 6/22 
Rachel Hatzipanagos
RESEARCH IN RIVIERA; NEW CENTER EXPANDS 
WORK ON UNMANNED UNDERWATER VE-
HICLES: A major $3 million expansion by Lockheed 
Martin Corp. in Riviera Beach, including an engineering 
and visitors center, was unveiled Wednesday. Built with 
state and local grants, the new operations expand the 
company's development and manufacturing of remote 
underwater vehicles. 

"Having a waterfront facility to test them and take 
them out in the ocean in the deep water is beneficial," 
said James Weitzel, vice president of mission and 
unmanned systems at Undersea Systems at Lockheed 
Martin. 

Lockheed makes what sounds like fiction a reality. In 
fact, Lockheed supplied the underwater Lotus car used in 
a James Bond movie and the stunt-double drivers of the 
car were Lockheed employees. 

Unmanned underwater vehicles act like robotic 
submarines. One of its projects is a Remote Minehunt 
System, which is a completely automated vehicle that 
checks for mines. The company currently has two 
finished Remote Minehunt Systems and four in develop-
ment. The RMS systems will be deployed by the Navy 
in 2007 aboard the USS Freedom, a new Navy combat 
ship. The remote system will stop the need for Navy 
SEALS to have to sweep for mines because the system is 
completely automated. The remote mine-hunting vehicle 
is pre-programmed to work on its own, and uses range 
sonar technology to test where the mines are located. 
"Before, it used to be a slow, resource intensive and dan-
gerous process," Weitzel said.A portion of the engineer-
ing facility opened late last year. The company has half 
of the planned 100 additional employees working, with 
the rest to be hired by November. The average salary for 
the employees is $70,000 per year, some of the highest 
salaries in the area. Lockheed Martin already has 263 
employees in Riviera Beach. 

The location is so beneficial that Weitzel says that 
Lockheed is also signing a lease at a nearby office build-
ing and plans to lease 60,000 square feet in an industrial 
park. 

Member News

http://www.perryslingsbysystems.com
http://www.lockheedmartin.com/wms/findPage.do?dsp=fec&ci=15402&rsbci=5&fti=0&ti=0&sc=400
http://www.lockheedmartin.com/wms/findPage.do?dsp=fec&ci=15402&rsbci=5&fti=0&ti=0&sc=400
http://lmcuv.keiler.com/pf/pf_mruuv.html
http://www.lockheedmartin.com/wms/findPage.do?dsp=fec&ci=13643&rsbci=5&fti=0&ti=0&sc=400
http://www.legacy.com/PalmBeachPost/DeathNotices.asp?Page=LifeStory&PersonID=17802366
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Upcoming	Events	

Jul	11	 Meeting:	Costa	Rica	-	Bill	Beard

Jul	�8-30 Dive Trip:	West	Palm	Beach,	Phil	Carter

Aug	8	 Meeting:	Truk	and	Kosrae	-	George	McGuire

Aug	18-�0 Dive Trip:	Venice	Beach,	Mike	McCleskey

Sep	1�	 Meeting:	TBD

Sep	��-�4 Dive Trip:	Tavernier,	George	McGuire

From Our Treasurer, Wendy McCleskey 

The Johns Hopkins Medical Letter
May 2006
House Calls

Q Can I prevent travelers' diarrhea by taking 
antibiotics before my trip?

A A once-a-day dosage of antibiotics can cut 
your chances of contracting travelers' diarrhea by 
90%.  While that sounds reassuring, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) does not 
recommend it.

You can develop an allergic reaction by taking a 
preventive antibiotic for a long period of time.  Your 
risk of contracting an antibiotic-resistant strain of 
bacteria also increases.  And you still aren't protect-
ed against viruses or parasites, other major causes 
of diarrhea.

Instead of antibiotics, the CDC recommends 
taking two pills or liquid doses four times a day of a 
medicine containing bismuth subsalicylate, such as 
Pepto-Bismol or Kaopectate.  In addition to reduc-
ing diarrhea, bismuth subsalicylate also appears to 
have an antibacterial effect - and it doesn't build up 
your body's antibiotic resistance.

Preventive antibiotics may be a necessary evil 
in some cases.  Some people have conditions that 
make treatment with bismuth subsalicylate impos-
sible, such as an aspirin allergy or a current anti-
coagulant regimen.  Others have impaired immune 
systems from chronic illness or from medications 
such as corticosteroids.

The best way to avoid travelers' diarrhea is to 
drink bottled or treated water (stay away from ice 
cubes) and to pass on raw foods and street vendors' 
offerings.

From Our Members

From Our Board Member, Mike McCleskey
From the Ocean Conservancy eNewsletter

Introducing The Ocean Conservancy's Platinum 
Plus® MasterCard®

You can support The Ocean Conservancy 
every time you shop with an affinity credit card 
from MBNA.  For every purchase you make using 
the card, MBNA makes a donation to The Ocean 
Conservancy at no additional cost to you.  To date, 
MBNA has contributed more than $490,000 to The 
Ocean Conservancy's important work promoting 
healthy and diverse ocean ecosystems.  Apply today 
- http://www.oceanconservancy.org/site/R?i=5W6bpkB_
WST6VIDAI53G7g

http://www.oceanconservancy.org/site/R?i=5W6bpkB_WST6VIDAI53G7g
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/site/R?i=5W6bpkB_WST6VIDAI53G7g

