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Truk Lagoon and Kosrae Islands,  
with George McGuire

August Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Many divers have heard of Truk Lagoon and 
that it has the largest collection of divable wrecks 
in the world.  But most of us don't know where it 
is, other than it's somewhere on the other side of 
the globe, or what happened there to create the 
collection.  Even fewer of us have even heard of 
the island of Kosrae, unless we read about it in the 
August issue of Sport Diver magazine.

In late May and early June, I had the opportu-
nity to dive both locations, spending a week in each.  
I came home with more than 2,000 pictures (the joy 
and curse of a digital camera) which I have win-

See ‘Truk’, page 10

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning 
at 7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold 
our “formal” meeting covering Club business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

nowed down to a select few. At the next club meet-
ing, August 8, I'll share the selected pictures with 
you.
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President's Column
Hello fellow divers!

Can you believe summer is almost over?  We’re 
into August and our dive season is quickly coming 
to a close.  We still have a few good dive opportuni-
ties on our schedule, including West Palm Beach 
lobstering with the KSC Barracudas, Venice Beach 
sharks tooth diving, two trips to the keys in Sep-
tember and Bonaire the end of September.  We also 
have three non-diving events on our schedule, Fan-
tasy Fest the end of October, a visit to the Tampa 
Aquarium in mid-November, and the holiday party 
in early December.  So there are still lots of activi-
ties for everyone to enjoy.

Our July meeting featured a presentation on 
Costa Rica by Bill and Nadine Beard.  They re-
ally know the best things to see and do in that area 
because they opened the first dive operation in the 
country back in the 1970s.  They showed us an ex-
citing video about the dive and travel opportunities 
available through their company.

One of our members, George McGuire, will be 
our guest speaker for the August meeting.  George 
will be presenting slides on his latest dive adventure 
to Micronesia in the South Pacific.

Since our last meeting, we’ve had one club 
dive trip.  We dove West Palm Beach with Narcosis 
Divers.  We’ll be reporting on this trip at the August 
meeting.  

Don’t forget, we meet the second Tuesday of 
the month at Joe’s Crab Shack on SR 436 (Semoran 
Boulevard).   We’ll be gathering Tuesday, August 
8 about 6:30 pm, so please join us and enjoy the 
company of your fellow divers and a very informa-
tive presentation by our esteemed member George 
McGuire.

Until next time, dive, dive, dive!

Phil Carter

Undercurrent Online, July 18, 2006

Resort Owner Passes:  Daniel Tibbetts, 52, 
who built the Little Cayman Beach Resort in 1991, 
passed away in June.  He also built the Conch Club 
Condominiums and owned Reef Divers, the dive 
operation for the Brac Reef Beach Resort, a family-
owned business.  He purchased Bob Soto's Diving 
on Grand Cayman in 2001, which became a casu-
alty of Hurricane Ivan in 2004.
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2006 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Deposit 

Amount
Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Feb	10	-	11
Fri	-	Sat

Manatees at Crystal River	-	Get	up-close	with	
these	endangered	gentle	giants;	1	night	in	hotel,	
half-day	snorkel,	boat	charter,	breakfast

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-Com-
ponents.com

$85 Sold
Out

$85

Mar	�4	-	�6
Fri	-	Sun

Devil’s Den Camp Out & Dive	–	�	nights	tent	
camping	or	cabin	at	Devil’s	Den,	Saturday	night	
cookout,	dive	all	day	Saturday

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

$�5 Feb	�4 $49	tent,
$115	
cabin

Apr	15
Sat

Road Rally	–	Fund	Raiser	for	American	Cancer	
Society	Relay	for	Life:	trivia,	clues,	scavenger	hunt,	
Amazing	Race;	outrageous	fun	for	a	great	cause.

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-Com-
ponents.com

$15 Apr	1 $15

Apr	�1	-	�3
Fri	-	Sun

Ocean Fest	–	Consumer	dive	show	in	Ft	Lauder-
dale,	stay	in	quaint	Lauderdale-by-the-Sea,	shore	
diving,	�	nights	in	hotel,	breakfast	both	mornings,	
dinner	on	Saturday

Bill	Paskert
407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$60 Apr	8 $1�0

May	5	-	7
Fri	-	Sun

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier,	�	nights	at	Tropic	Vista	
Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	Crystal	Clear	Char-
ters,	breakfast,	tanks	&	weights	included

Cherie	Berry
407-306-3041
cheryl.berry@lmco.com

$100 Apr	5 $�15

May	19	-	�1
Fri	-	Sun

Pompano Beach	–	Two	nights	in	Paradise	Beach	
Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	South	Florida	Diving	
Headquarters

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$50 Apr	�1 $�00

May	�0	-	�7
Sat	-	Sat

Turks & Caicos Islands	–	Air	from	Orlando,	one	
week	diving	aboard	the	Caribbean	Explorer	II,	all	
meals	and	diving

Grace	Hampton
407-737-8999
gracphil@palmnet.net

$�000 Taking	
stand-	

bys

$�000

Jun	17	-	18
Sat	-	Sun

Pompano Beach	–	One	night	in	Paradise	Beach	
Resort,	two	�-tank	dives	with	South	Florida	Diving	
Headquarters

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

$40 May	19 $140

Jun	�4
Sat

West Palm Beach	–	Narcosis	with	the	KSC	Bar-
racudas

Tom	Wiley
3�1-799-435�
Tom_1965@yahoo.com

$�5 Jun	�0 $50

June	�5
Sun

West Palm Beach	–	Narcosis	with	the	KSC	Bar-
racudas

Tom	Wiley
3�1-799-435�
Tom_1965@yahoo.com

$�5 Jun	�0 $50

Jun	30	-	
Jul	4
Fri	-	Tues

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier	long	holiday	weekend,	
4	nights	in	hotel,	three	�-tank	dives	with	Crystal	
Clear	Charters,	breakfast

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$100 May	30 $350

July	8	-	15
Sat	-	Sat

Bahamas	-	Nekton	Pilot	live-aboard	with	the	KSC	
Barracudas

Beth	Shaffer
3�1-453-65��
bbshaffr@aol.com

$400 May	15 $1716

July	�6	-	�7
Wed	-	
Thurs

West Palm Beach	–	Lobster	Sportsman	Season	
with	KSC	Barracudas

John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$�5 Jul	18 $50

July	�8	-	30
Fri	-	Sun

West Palm Beach	–	�	nights	in	hotel	½	block	from	
beach,	two	�-tank	dives	with	Narcosis	Divers

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466
phil.carter@lmco.com

$100 Jun	�3 $�50

Aug	6	-	7
Sun	-	Mon

West Palm Beach	–	Lobster	Regular	Season	
opener	with	KSC	Barracudas

John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$�5 Jul	18 $50

Aug	18	-	�0
Fri	-	Sun

Venice Beach	–	Shore	diving	for	prehistoric	fossil-
ized	shark’s	teeth,	�	nights	in	hotel,	breakfast	both	
mornings,	lunch	on	Saturday

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.mccleskey@e-com-
ponents.com

$50 Aug	8 $90

Sep	9	-	10
Sat	-	Sun

Islamorada	–	with	the	KSC	Barracudas John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$100 Aug	15 $175

Sept	��	-�4
Fri	–	Sun

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier,	�	nights	in	hotel,	two	�-
tank	dives	with	Crystal	Clear	Charters

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�;	geopatmc-
ghsd@earthlink.net

$100 Aug	15 $180

Sep	30	-	
Oct	7
Sat	-	Sat

Bonaire	–	with	the	KSC	Barracudas Max	Farley
3�1-45�-1435
maxfarley@earthlink.net

$�00 Aug	1 $1350

Oct	�7	-	�9
Fri	-	Sun

Fantasy Fest & Key West	-	Experience	Key	
West’s	wildest	Halloween	celebration,	�	nights	at	
Sugarloaf	Lodge	Resort,	Saturday	night	Twilight	
Fantasy	Parade,	no	diving	included

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-Com-
ponents.com

$100 Sep	1� $180

Nov	18	-	19
Sat	–	Sun

Tampa Area Aquariums	–	1	night	in	hotel,	visit	
Mote	Aquarium	in	Sarasota	on	Saturday	&	Florida	
Aquarium	in	Tampa	on	Sunday,	breakfast	Sunday

Bill	Paskert
407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$35 Oct	31 $70

Dec	3
Sunday

Holiday Party	–	Brunch	and	gift	exchange Wendy	McCleskey
407-�73-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

TBD TBD TBD

Dec	31	-	
Jan	1
Sun	-	Mon

New Year’s Eve		–	Dive	with	mermaids	at	Weeki	
Wachee,	ring	in	the	new	year,	hotel	accommoda-
tions.

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

TBD TBD TBD
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Take Home Shark Teeth, Whale Teeth, or 
Even Mastodon Teeth!

Find Fossils 4- to 8-Million Years Old!

Dive into the Past with Us on  
August 18 - 20 in Venice, Florida  

The trip includes beach dives, 2 nights  
at Holiday Inn, Venice - big pool, fitness center, 

volleyball, restaurant and lounge 
Unlimited beach diving for  

fossilized prehistoric shark teeth 
 Breakfast a-la LMDC both mornings

 Lunch on the beach provided Saturday

The price is $90, 
$50 deposit due August 5th 

Contact  
Mike McCleskey at (407) 808-6453
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com

Check Out Venice On Line  
http://venice-fla.com/capital.htm

Shark! (Tooth) Diving in Venice
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Cost: $180; deposit $100 due at sign up; balance due 
8/15/06.  Rates are based on double occupancy.

Includes: Two morning 2-tank dives, two nights accom-
modations, tanks, and weights.  Nitrox is extra.  After-
noon and night dives are available.

Contact: George McGuire (h) 407-677-4242, 
 geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

We're diving with Cristal Clear Charters for the 
third time this year.  Their 46-foot Newton is a 
spacious and outstanding dive boat.  We will be 

diving on the beautiful reefs off Tavernier.

Cristal Clear docks their boat at the Tropic  
Vista Motel (http://tropicvistadiveresort.com), where 
we will be staying, at MM 90.5 oceanside on 

US 1.  They have a freshwater pool and the ad-
jacent Tropic Café will be open for  

breakfast.  

Keys Dive Trip
September 22 to 24

Cristal Clear Charters  
in Tavernier

Each room has a telephone, 
cable TV, coffee maker, and 

refrigerator.
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Tavernier 4th of July 
Dive Trip 

Fifteen fun-loving folks trekked down to the 
Keys for the long Independence Day weekend.  We 
enjoyed three days of morning dives and a lot of 
camaraderie throughout.  Diving with Cristal Clear 
Charters was great, especially with Captain Jim.  
The rest of the crew was great, too; going out of 
their way to make all of us comfortable on their 46-
foot Newton custom dive boat.  

The hotel is apparently in a transition state, but 
having the boat 10 feet across the dock from your 
room’s back door makes for easy logistics.  The 
group got together before dinner each evening to so-
cialize and coordinate dinner plans, which worked 
out well with good times and good meals (even the 
night we got rained out while seated at our tables on 
the beach at one restaurant. 

The pictures here will show you some of what 
we saw and did.

Dawn's "Married Fish"
Photo by Chuck Brown

The Gang on the Boat
Photo by Bill Paskert's camera

Spotted Moray Eel
Photo by Chuck Brown

Conch Peeking
Photo by Chuck Brown

The "Married Fish" Sign
Photo by Bill Paskert's camera

Cruising Nurse Shark
Photo by Chuck Brown
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Sinking of the Oriskany
The ex-Oriskany, a decommissioned aircraft car-
rier, was sunk 24 miles off the coast of Pensacola, 
Fla., on May 17 to form an artificial reef.  The 
888-foot ship took about 37 minutes to sink. 
US Navy Pictures 
Larry Wheeler. Pensacola News Journal 

A U.S. Navy warship whose service stretched 
from the Korean to the Vietnam wars surrendered to 
the sea Wednesday after explosive charges sent the 
vessel to the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico.  Con-
trary to Navy engineers' predictions of a sinking 
lasting as long as five hours, the decommissioned 
aircraft carrier Oriskany went down in just 36 
minutes.  The dramatic conclusion came less than 
48 hours after the carrier was towed from its berth 
at Pensacola Naval Air Station and then anchored 
on the site with its bow facing due south.  Hundreds 
of veterans and onlookers watched the spectacle 

Once the smoke cleared, it was obvious the old 
flattop was going down far faster than expected.  
Within 30 minutes, the ship listed hard to port, 
its fantail already in the water and hurricane bow 
pointed skyward.  In just a few dramatic moments, 
the vertical control tower submerged and then the 
tip of the bow slipped from sight.  Water around 
the vessel bubbled and frothed as air continued to 
escape from the sinking ship.  "It was an emotional 

The Oriskany is the first of what Navy officials 
hope will be many obsolete ships turned over to 
coastal states for reefing to enhance the marine 
environment and to boost local economies through 
increased spending on sports fishing and recreation-
al diving.  At 888 feet long, the ship is believed to 
be the world's largest man-made artificial reef.  The 
sinking marked the first time the Navy intentionally 
scuttled such a large vessel so close to shore to be 
a reef.  Aircraft carriers are designed to be hard to 
sink, so the effort to set the big ship down upright 
was no easy task.  

Wednesday morning from the decks of dozens of 
charter boats and pleasure craft that trekked to the 
site of the sinking, about 24 miles south of Pen-
sacola and 212 feet deep.  The process began under 
blue skies and a bright sun at approximately 10:25 
a.m. when a blast from deep in the hull of the ship 
erupted through the open gaps in the hangar bay.  
Bright orange flames flashed, followed by a deep 
boom that was heard and felt a mile away.  Acrid 
brown smoke obscured parts of the ship for several 
minutes.  

moment," said Bill Dickson, a retired Navy cap-
tain and Escambia County commissioner who was 
instrumental in bringing the vessel to Florida for 
reefing.  One era ends, another begins 

Whether the effort was a success won't be 
known for sure until later today when Navy div-
ers check the ship and disarm any explosives that 
might not have detonated.  Robert Turpin, chief 
of Escambia County's Marine Resources division, 
said he was surprised at the speed with which the 
Oriskany sunk.  He said the bubble pattern and the 
presence of two buoys that marked the positions of 
a documentary film crew's cameras signaled to him 
the carrier settled upright on the bottom.  "It leveled 
going down," said Turpin, who was within three-
quarters of a mile as the ship sank.  

As an artificial reef, the Oriskany is more valu-
able if it settled upright. That would make its verti-
cal command tower reachable for recreational div-
ers.  If the ship is leaning on the bottom, the tower 
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is deeper and harder to reach.  "We're all hoping as 
it settled on the bottom, it flattened out," said Edwin 
Roberts, who witnessed the scuttling from aboard 
the Nyhaven, an 85-foot pleasure yacht.  Either way, 
the wreck will be a huge attraction to sports fisher-
men, Roberts said.  

'Mighty O's' roots 

The Oriskany was named for a New York town 
that was the site of a bloody Revolutionary War 
battle.  She was the last of the World War II-era Es-
sex class of carriers.  During the Vietnam War, the 
Oriskany outperformed larger and newer carriers by 
launching more sorties and dropping more bombs.  
In 1966, tragedy struck when 44 sailors and officers 
were killed in a fire that started on the hanger deck.  
By 1976, the Oriskany had become a relic and 
was decommissioned. An estimated 45,000 sailors 
served aboard the vessel during her 26 years in the 
fleet.  The Navy tried repeatedly to discard the ship.  
Three attempts to scrap her failed. 

But the vessel dubbed by her crew as "Mighty 
O" may have had the last word.  The Navy spent 
more than three years and $20 million preparing 
Oriskany to become an artificial reef.  The proj-
ect was repeatedly delayed to meet Environmen-
tal Protection Agency concerns about removal of 
hazardous substances including oil, fuel, asbestos 
and PCBs.  Even then, for a while, it seemed as if 
the 56-year-old flattop might never go down.  She 
was towed between Pensacola and Texas three times 
before the sinking was set.  

Navy officials insist the time and money were 
well-spent to establish standards that will speed the 
reefing of other obsolete ships.  Not all of them will 
cost $20 million, deputy assistant secretary of the 
Navy for Installations and Environment said this 
week.  "The next one will be less," Don Schregar-
dus said. "In fact, I would think it would be substan-
tially less."

See more at: http://myfwc.com/marine/ar/index.asp

Update

The Oriskany Reef was deployed at a depth 
of 212 feet, about 22.5 nautical miles southeast of 
Pensacola Pass.  The exact position was selected 
because it had the needed water depth to allow the 
ship to be reefed and maintain the 55-foot naviga-
tional clearance required by US Army Corps of En-
gineers permit.  Because the ship is wider than it is 
tall, and there was no guarantee that the ship would 
not land on her side, the ship’s 157-foot beam was 
used to determine the water depth.  The Oriskany 
landed on the exact planned coordinates, and is sit-
ting perfectly upright on the seafloor with the bow 
facing due south.
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LMDC	Connections

We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-

ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	text	
and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-093

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•	 Fax	(please	call	before	sending)	at	work:	(407)	356-
4694;	or	at	home:	(407)	678-5311.

Last Month's Meeting
Costa Rica,  

with Bill and Nadine Beard
At our July 11th meet-

ing, we heard all about an 
exotic dive destination that 
George McGuire experi-
enced earlier this year.  Bill 
and Nadine Beard told us all 
about Costa Rica and their 
tour agency.  Although they 
specialize in diving, their 
agency also put together 
the non-diving adventure 
portion of George’s fabulous 
trip there.  To give us an 
idea of the variety of attrac-
tions available, they showed 
us a very impressive video about Costa Rica travel.

Bill Beard’s Costa Rica, a scuba diving and adven-
ture travel agency located on the northwest Pacific coast 
of Costa Rica in the Gulf of Papagayo, is surrounded by 
an abundance of dive sites, most of which are accessible 
within a 30-minute boat ride.  Their local dive sites offer 
white tip reef sharks, giant schools of grunt, yellowtails, 
spotted eagle rays, turtles, stingrays, angel fish, octopus, 
sea horses, starfish, frog fish, and many species of eels.  
They also see whale sharks on numerous occasions, as 
well as spinner dolphin, humpback whales, pilot whales, 
orcas, false killer whales, and schools of mobulas and 
cow-nosed rays.

Average visibility ranges from 30 to 50 feet with 
possibilities of up to 80 feet.  They dive volcanic rock 
formations and rock pinnacles.  There is very little hard 
coral, but there is black coral, soft coral, and orange cup 
coral that opens up at night.  There is an abundance of 
life among the rocks that can be seen on both day and 
night dives.

Night dives are consistently a favorite.  The dive 
begins with a relaxing ride during which you experience 
a sunset unlike any other.  The dive itself offers you the 
chance to explore the 
micro life, along with 
very large pufferfish, 
nudibranchs, gigantic 
slumbering parrotfish, 
lobster, tube worms, 
and sea horses.

Some additional 
information you might find useful:  Water temperature 
from mid-May to mid-December is generally from 
75°-78° at depth and a Polartec or 3 mm suit is usually 
sufficient.  From mid-December to mid-April, water 
temperatures vary from day to day, with thermoclines 
causing temperatures to dip to 70° at depth so you will 
want to bring a full 3 mm suit during this period (5 mm 
if you are easily chilled).  The outside temperature at the 
beaches is 85° to 90° year round.  The rainy season runs 
from May to November, with these months providing 
some of their best diving.  Since they are located in a 
protected Gulf and do not have rivers draining into their 
water, visibility is not adversely affected by the rain.  In 
fact, visibility is often 
enhanced as the rain 
settles the plankton 
and rich nutrients that 
are abundant in Costa 
Rica.

For more infor-
mation, go to their 
Website at http://www.
billbeardcostarica.com.  Their full-service, licensed, 
and insured travel association includes the best hotels, 
resorts, and restaurants available, with knowledgeable, 
experienced operators, instructors, and guides.

http://www.billbeardcostarica.com
http://www.billbeardcostarica.com
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LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-93
1814	Billingshurst	Court
Orlando	FL	3�8�5
(407)	306-50�0
www.martindiveclub.org

Upcoming	Events	

Aug	8	 Meeting:	Truk	and	Kosrae	-	George	McGuire

Aug	18-�0 Dive Trip:	Venice	Beach,	Mike	McCleskey

Sep	1�	 Meeting:	Turks	&	Caicos	-	Chuck	Brown	&	Terry	Keeney

Sep	��-�4 Dive Trip:	Tavernier,	George	McGuire

Truk, from page 1 I'll also tell you 
how the US Navy, 
in association with 
the Navy of the 
Empire of Japan, 
created the amazing 
collection of wrecks 
in Truk Lagoon.  
And I'll tell you a 
little about the tiny 
island of Kosrae 
and its beautiful 
dive sites.

George McGuire

Deadline Approaching for Tavernier Dive Trip 
in September

The Club has scheduled its final trip to Tavernier for this year 
for September 22-24.  Details are in the flyer in this newsletter.  
There are still some spaces available on the trip, but the time to 
sign-up for it is running out.  The deadline is August 15.  If you 
want to go on the trip contact George McGuire now!  Contact him 
at (407) 677-4242 or geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net.

Classifieds

One 80 ft3 aluminum tank with 
valve, filled with air and ready to go.  
Hydro tested in 2005.  $75.  Call Jim 
Kennedy at (352) 874-3305


