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Turks and Caicos Islands,  
with Chuck Brown and Terry Keeney

September Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Our next meeting will feature the creative 
talents of two of our foremost members.  The KSC 
Barracudas and our CLUB traveled to the Turks and 
Caicos Islands and had a great adventure.  Come to 
our next meeting on September 12th to hear Terry 
and Chuck tell us of the clubs' trip and see their 
video and slide show memories.

Here's an excerpt from the story of their trip that 
was published in the famous Undercurrent newslet-
ter:

See ‘Turks’, page 10

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning 
at 7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold 
our “formal” meeting covering Club business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

We dove the Turks and Caicos Islands 
aboard the Explorer II from May 20-27, 2006.  
The clubs quickly snapped up the 16 slots for 
this live-aboard dive trip.

Upon arrival, 
we shifted to ‘Island 
Time’.  You know 
how it is.  

During the week 
the weather was 
beautiful, frequently 
with glassy surface 
conditions.  We were 
able to dive French 
Cay, although condi-
tions must be just 
right to get there, and 
the boat only makes 
that trip about once 
every 4 to 6 weeks. 

The Explorer II 
is a comfortable dive 
boat with roomy cab-
ins, adequate lounge 
and eating area, large 

sun deck, and an open-air lounge on the top deck 
complete with full bar.  

Our trip provided ample opportunity for 
underwater photographers to hone their skills.  
The sharks, eagle rays, stingrays, grouper, giant 
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Your Officers and Staff

President's Column
Hello fellow divers!
It's September already; summer is over and kids 

are back in school, but we Floridians still have lots 
of great weather left in the year for diving.  If you 
haven't signed up for the last few trips in our sched-
ule, we still have a trip to the Keys in September 
and one to Bonaire the end of September.  We also 
have three non-diving events on our schedule, Fan-
tasy Fest at the end of October, a visit to two Tampa 
Bay area aquariums in mid November, and our An-
nual Holiday Party in early December.  Please join 
in on some of these fun activities set up for every-
one to enjoy.

 Our August meeting featured a presentation 
by George McGuire on his world-wind trip to the 
South Pacific.  George had the envious privilege of 
diving the beautiful waters of Micronesia, specifi-
cally the Truk Lagoon and Kosrae Island.  George 
presented a little history of Micronesia and provided 
some insight about its government, people, culture, 
and of course the diving!  What a place to dive!  

 At our September meeting, we're having a 
presentation on diving the Turks and Caicos Islands 
by Chuck Brown and Terry Keeney.  Chuck is an 
excellent underwater photographer while Terry’s 
preference is videography.  They will be doing a 
slide show and video presentation of their live-
aboard trip in May.

 This month we dove off the beach at Venice 
Beach for shark's teeth.  Mike McCleskey found 
a rather large Megalodon tooth plus many other 
smaller fossils.  I look forward to the September 
meeting when hopefully he and other attendees will 
bring in their bounty for all to see.  

 Don't forget, we meet the second Tuesday of 
the month at Joe's Crab Shack on SR 436 (Semoran 
Boulevard).   We'll be gathering Tuesday, Septem-
ber 12, about 6:30 pm, so please join us and enjoy 
the company of your fellow divers and a very infor-
mative presentation by members Chuck Brown and 
Terry Keeney.

Until next time, dive, dive, dive!

Phil Carter

Picked up on the Internet

I prefer hobbies that won't kill me!
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2006 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Deposit 

Amount
Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Sep	9	-	10
Sat	-	Sun

Islamorada	–	with	the	KSC	Barracudas John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374
johnlawlor@cfl.rr.com

$100 Aug	15 $175

Sept	��	-�4
Fri	–	Sun

Florida Keys	–	Tavernier,	�	nights	in	hotel,	two	�-
tank	dives	with	Crystal	Clear	Charters

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�;	geopatmc-
ghsd@earthlink.net

$100 Aug	15 $180

Sep	30	-	
Oct	7
Sat	-	Sat

Bonaire	–	with	the	KSC	Barracudas Max	Farley
3�1-45�-1435
maxfarley@earthlink.net

$�00 Aug	1 $1350

Oct	�7	-	�9
Fri	-	Sun

Fantasy Fest & Key West	-	Experience	Key	
West’s	wildest	Halloween	celebration,	�	nights	at	
Sugarloaf	Lodge	Resort,	Saturday	night	Twilight	
Fantasy	Parade,	no	diving	included

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-Com-
ponents.com

$100 Sep	1� $180

Nov	18	-	19
Sat	–	Sun

Tampa Area Aquariums	–	1	night	in	hotel,	visit	
Mote	Aquarium	in	Sarasota	on	Saturday	&	Florida	
Aquarium	in	Tampa	on	Sunday,	breakfast	Sunday

Bill	Paskert
407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$35 Oct	31 $70

Dec	3
Sunday

Holiday Party	–	Brunch	and	gift	exchange Wendy	McCleskey
407-�73-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

TBD TBD TBD

Dec	31	-	
Jan	1
Sun	-	Mon

New Year’s Eve		–	Dive	with	mermaids	at	Weeki	
Wachee,	ring	in	the	new	year,	hotel	accommoda-
tions.

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

TBD TBD TBD

Photo Contest 
Entries Due at 

October Meeting
Get your pictures ready for the Annual LMDC 

Photo Contest.

The deadline is October 10, 2006, and the 
results will be presented and awards given at the 
November 14th meeting.  Any member can enter 
this fun event.  

You don’t have to be an experienced photog-
rapher to enter.  There is a category for everyone 
including ‘First-time Entry.’  More to follow on the 
rules next month.

The CLUB has the equipment and the resources 
available to help you capture your underwater ad-
ventures.  

If you have any questions or would like to enter 
your photos, please call our Camera Guy, Mike 
McCleskey at (407) 808-6453 or (407) 273-6655, or 
contact any of your CLUB officers.

Mike McCleskey

Cyborg Radio-Controlled Shark
The future's most intimidating predator!

Re-enact Jaws in your backyard pool with this 
full-function remote controlled shark.

Simulating life-like, fast swimming action, the 
shark moves forward, backward, left, right, up and 
down.  You'll be amazed as you maneuver the shark 
underwater and watch it chase unsuspecting swim-
mers.

The mechanical shark is over 2 feet long, so you 
can spot it from nearly any distance underwater.  
The shark's water-resistant radio controller can be 
used in or out of the water; two frequencies prevent 
interference on land or sea.  Operates on 6V battery 
or four AA batteries (included).  Battery charger is 
also included.

On sale now for about $105 on Edmund Scien-
tific’s web site: scientificsonline.com.
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Cost: $180; deposit $100 due at sign up; balance due 
8/15/06.  Rates are based on double occupancy.

Includes: Two morning 2-tank dives, two nights accom-
modations, tanks, and weights.  Nitrox is extra.  After-
noon and night dives are available.

Contact: George McGuire (h) 407-677-4242, 
 geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

We're diving with Cristal Clear Charters for the 
third time this year.  Their 46-foot Newton is a 
spacious and outstanding dive boat.  We will be 

diving on the beautiful reefs off Tavernier.

Cristal Clear docks their boat at the Tropic  
Vista Motel (http://tropicvistadiveresort.com), where 
we will be staying, at MM 90.5 oceanside on 

US 1.  They have a freshwater pool and the ad-
jacent Tropic Café will be open for  

breakfast.  

Keys Dive Trip
September 22 to 24

Cristal Clear Charters  
in Tavernier

Each room has a telephone, 
cable TV, coffee maker, and 

refrigerator.
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Price includes: admission to Mote Aquarium in 
Sarasota on Saturday and Florida Aquarium in 
Tampa on Sunday, one night in Eckerd College 
Lodge in St. Petersberg.

Cost: $70; deposit $35 due October 31; rates are 
based on double occupancy.

Contact: Bill Paskert 407-678-5311,  

Aquarium Tour of Tampa Bay Area
November 18- 19

Mote Marine and Florida Aquarium

From its humble beginnings in a tiny shed in a 
small Florida town, Mote Marine Laboratory has 
expanded to include a 10.5-acre campus in Sara-
sota, Fla., with field stations and public exhibits 

in Key West and field stations in Summerland Key 
and Charlotte Harbor.  From the original focus 

on sharks, Mote research has expanded to include 
seven major areas of concentration, organized into 

seven research centers.

The Florida Aquarium, dedicated to public enter-
tainment, education and conservation, astounds 
visitors with the beauty and fragility of our eco-

system. The facility is home to over 10,000 aquatic 
plants and animals from 1,340 species from Florida 

and all over the world.  Opening in March 1995, 
the Aquarium has provided cultural enrichment 

experiences to nearly 6 million visitors, including 
250,000 school students and teachers.

web addresses
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LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT

JUNE 2 -9, 2007
Plan ahead for this excellent trip run by the Lockheed Martin Dive Club.

The trip will include round-trip airfare, three gourmet meals per day, 17 boat dives 
per week on Newton boats, round trip transfers, and taxes.  Many of us will be mak-

ing our second, third, or fourth trip to this resort so you know it’s a good one!

The price will be less than $2000, based on double occupancy.

A $125 fully refundable deposit will hold you a place on this trip, which is sure to sell out early.  There are 
only twelve slots open for this outstanding trip and seven are already spoken for!  We will keep you updated 

on a more exact cost, when more money is due, and when your deposit is no longer refundable.

   

Contact:

Wendy McCleskey (407) 273-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

1814 Billingshurst Court, Orlando FL 32825

For more information on the resort, check out:

www.littlecayman.com
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Prehistoric Shark Teeth Found at Venice Beach
The weekend of August 18-20 found 12 CLUB 

members plying the ocean floor offshore of Ven-
ice Beach, Florida, for fossilized prehistoric shark 
teeth, and a great many were found.  Venice Beach 
is on Florida’s Gulf coast, south of Sarasota, and is 
known as the Shark Tooth Capitol of the world.

Friday night, shark-tooth hunters Mike and 
Wendy McCleskey; Terry Keeney; Chuck Brown; 
Michelle, Ray, Ryan, and Shaun Sawko; Joe and 
Ben Gohlke; Ryan Brumback; and Dan Jachim (and 
Dotsie, Ryan Brumback’s Dalmatian) arrived at the 
Holiday Inn to get checked in, head for dinner, and 
to enjoy a few cold drinks around the pool.  Satur-
day morning, we all had breakfast around the pool 
and headed for the beach, where we set up a shade 
canopy, tarps for our gear, and lots of beach chairs 
and towels. 

The diving we do at Venice Beach involves an 
easy beach entry in to the warm, 86º water, for a 
maximum depth of less than 20 feet.  On Saturday 
morning, we had nice conditions, with no current 
or surge to deal with and surprisingly high visibility 
for this area of 8 to 10 feet.  The dives consist of 
swimming out to the “reef line” and slowly comb-
ing over the sandy spots looking for the teeth.  So, 
it is not uncommon for a dive to last for 2 hours or 
more.

No one knows for sure why this area is so rich 
in fossilized shark teeth.  All sharks lose their teeth 
on a regular basis and go through thousands in their 
lifetime.  There is no reason to believe that this area 
was home to more sharks than other areas, but many 
experts believe it has to do with the fact that the 
mineral content of the sea floor combined with calm 
water, makes this area more suitable for the teeth 
to become fossilized as opposed to simply decom-
posing.  In any case, the teeth found here are a rich 
black to brown color and are, in some cases, tens of 
millions of years old!

Saturday morning’s dives brought several dozen 
teeth to the beach in the catch bags of our group.  

My, what big teeth!!!
Photos by Mike McCleskey

Yours truly was lucky enough, after around 6 or 8 
trips to Venice Beach, to find the fossilized tooth of 
a Megalodon, a shark that probably grew to over 
50 feet in length and lived between 30 million and 
3 million years ago.  These are some of the most 
prized teeth among collectors and are relatively 
rare.  The one I dug out of the sand is almost 3.5 
inches tall!

For lunch, we brought in giant sub sandwiches, 
chips, and drinks to enjoy on the beach.  As a 
thunderstorm threatened, some hardy divers chose 
to venture in for a second dive, while others headed 
back to the hotel for some R&R, and for Capt Mike 
to polish his prized new shark tooth.  The group 
met at Sharky’s, a fun beachside restaurant for din-
ner, and sunset viewing on their rooftop bar.  We 
finished the night around the hotel pool until (just 
like Friday night) we were kicked out – actually, we 
were asked to leave, as the pool was closing for the 
night.

Unfortunately, Ray Sawko was feeling sick, so 
the Sawko crew checked out early and headed back 
to Orlando on Saturday.  My personal belief is that 
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West Palm Dive Trip, July 28 - 30
Photos by Chuck Brown

he was simply distraught over the fact that my tooth 
was so much bigger than any that his family brought 
back, but that’s just a theory . . .   ;^)

Sunday morning, we polished off the leftovers 
from breakfast, and headed to the beach for another 
chance for Chuck to find a tooth bigger than mine.  
More teeth were harvested, but the big “Meg” from 
Saturday morning remained the champion find of 
the weekend.

As usual, this trip proved to be an enjoyable, 
relaxing weekend, yielding good times, fun stories, 
and cherished booty to bring home.  Look forward 

to next year’s trip, and plan to come out to the next 
CLUB meeting.  If you’re lucky, I’ll let you hold 
my Megalodon tooth . . .

. . . Capt Mike
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LMDC	Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	text	
and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-093

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•	 Fax	(please	call	before	sending)	at	work:	(407)	356-
4694; or at home: (407) 678-5311.

Last Month's Meeting

At our August 8th meeting, we heard all about 
an exotic dive destination that George McGuire ex-
perienced earlier this year.  Many divers have heard 
of Truk Lagoon and that it has the largest collection 
of divable wrecks in the world.  But most of us don't 
know where it is, other than it's somewhere on the 
other side of the globe, or what happened there to 
create the collection.  Even fewer of us have even 
heard of the island of Kosrae, unless we read about 
it in the August issue of Sport Diver magazine.

Truk Lagoon and Kosrae Island, by George McGuire

In late May and early June, George dove both 
locations, spending a week in each.  He came home 
with more than 2,000 pictures (the joy and curse 
of a digital camera) which he winnowed down to a 
select few to entertain us with.

He also told us how the US Navy, in association 
with the Navy of the Empire of Japan, created the 
amazing collection of wrecks in Truk Lagoon.  And 
he showed us a little about the tiny island of Kosrae 
and its beautiful dive sites.

Additional Truk Lagoon and Kosrae pictures, as 
well as other locations, are in galleries on his web-
site: http://octoeight.smugmug.com/.
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LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-93
1814	Billingshurst	Court
Orlando	FL	3�8�5
(407)	306-50�0
www.martindiveclub.org

Upcoming	Events	

Sep	1�	 Meeting:	Turks	&	Caicos	-	Chuck	Brown	&	Terry	Keeney

Sep	��-�4 Dive Trip:	Tavernier,	George	McGuire

Oct	10	 Meeting:	TBD

Oct	�7-�9 Dive Trip:	Fantasy	Fest,	Mike	McCleskey

Turks, from page 1

Mark Your Calendar!
LMDC Holiday Party
Sunday, December 3rd  

We don’t have the final details, but we do have 
the date for our annual Holiday Party and Fishy Gift 
Exchange.  Several members have expressed an 
interest in doing something different this year.  We 
are currently researching Buca di Beppo, a casual 
Italian family-style restaurant for lunch or dinner.  If 
you have a preference for either time, let me know. 

While we don’t have final plans, do plan on 
it being on December 3rd, plan on lots of fun and 
good food, plan on our exciting Gift Exchange of 
ocean and/or fish items, and plan on the festivities 
costing about $20 per person.

Wendy McCleskey

sponges, sheer wall, and soft and hard corals 
were waiting for wide angle lenses and reef tour-
ists.  A white frogfish has recently been spotted, 
and the divemasters were able to find it for some 
of us.  Many queen angels and queen trigger fish 
brightened our dives and kept us eager for the 
next dive.  The turtles wanted to get up close and 
personal and sometimes swam into our faces.

Make sure to come to our September meeting.

Help Plan Our 2007 Activites
The Club wants to offer you the trips and other 

activities you would most enjoy.  To do this, we 
need to hear from you about what you like.  One 
way you can tell us about yourself and the things 
you would like to do is to complete the activities 
questionnaire that was e-mailed to you recently and 
return it to me at geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net.  

George McGuire


