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Bonaire: Land and Sea,  
by Phil Hampton & Torey McCleskey

October Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Come to our next meeting on October 10th to 
see and hear all about the classic dive destination of 
Bonaire.  Phil and Torey will share their views of 
the land and sea sides of one of their favorite vaca-
tion sites.  

Phil will describe the marine aspects of an 
island he knows quite a bit about.  Torey will show 
and tell us about his land-side adventures.

Phil Hampton started diving in 1968.  His initial 
certification was by Los Angeles County in associa-
tion with the YMCA, then NAUI (this was before 
PADI).  At that time most divers were using the 
‘new’ single-hose regulator design.  Most boat oper-
ators required divers to use an inflatable airline vest.  
There were no octopus regulators and no submers-
ible pressure gages.  He has logged 2,385 dives.   

See ‘Bonaire’, page 9

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning 
at 7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold 
our “formal” meeting covering Club business and 
member trip reports, followed by door prizes and 
our fantastic “50-50” raffle.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.
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President's Column
Hello fellow divers!
Our September meeting featured a presentation 

on diving the Turks and Caicos by Chuck Brown 
and Terry Keeney.  What a great presentation they 
did!!  I think they spent more time compiling the 
presentation than they did diving.  They had some 
wonderful pictures and video of their trip.  I'm sure 
everyone in attendance is ready to go to the Turks 
and Caicos now.  

This month a group of 15 completed our third 
trip to Tavernier, diving with Cristal Clear Charters 
and staying at the Tropic Vista Motel.  Diving in 
the Keys... what more can I say?  The water was 
warm, the viz was good, and there was plenty of sea 
life to photograph.  Some of us also found a memo-
rial to one Paul Caputo.  Apparently Mr. Caputo's 
ashes are buried under this concrete "donut" with an 
engraved brass marker on top. 

To close out the year we have three non-diving 
events on our schedule, Fantasy Fest at the end of 
October, a visit to two Tampa Bay area aquariums 
in mid November, and the holiday party in early De-
cember.  Please join in on some of these fun activi-
ties we’ve set-up for everyone to enjoy.

Don't forget, we meet the second Tuesday of 
the month at Joe's Crab Shack on SR436 (Semoran 
Blvd.).   We'll be gathering Tuesday, October 10 
about 6:30 pm, so please join us and enjoy the com-

pany of your fellow divers and a very informative 
presentation by Phil Hampton and Torey McCles-
key.

Until next time, dive, dive, dive!

Phil Carter

Nothing crazy like scuba diving . . . 
Orlando Sentinel, SUNDAY, AUGUST 6, 2006

Ineasy rider: Pittman sells motorcycle

By SHEYLA PEREZ

After 17 years of riding motorcycles, Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers running back Michael Pittman 
is letting go of his love of bikes.

Ben Roethlisnerger’s [recent] motorcycle 
accident motivated Pittman to auction his 
GSXR1000 Suzuki Sports Bike.

. . .  [later in the article]

Most NFL contracts restrict “risky activity” 
that could jeopardize a player’s ability to play, 
but these rules are rarely enforced.  Pittman said 
he never considered riding his bike [motorcycle] 
to fit that category, anyway.

“I don’t bungee-jump; I don’t sky-dive; I 
don’t scuba-dive or anything crazy like that,” he 
said.
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2006 LMDC Photo Contest
The LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB 

announces its annual Photo Contest with lots of op-
portunities to show off your favorite pictures.

Contest Categories
1A - Underwater, Normal or Wide Angle - film 

prints or digital images
1B - Underwater, Normal or Wide Angle - 35 

mm slides
2A - Underwater, Close-up or Macro - film 

prints or digital images
2B - Underwater, Close-up or Macro - 35 mm 

slides
3 - Underwater, Fixed-focus Camera Only - film 

prints or 35 mm slides
4 - Underwater, Unusual Subject or Behavior  

- film prints, 35 mm slides, or digital images 
(something not seen on most dives)

5 - Underwater, First Time Entrant - film prints, 
35mm slides, or digital images

6 - Above-water, Dive-related - film prints, 
35mm slides, or digital images

7 - 'Unlimited, Anything Goes' - digital images, 
fully edited and manipulated digitally.

Contest Rules
* Photos must be submitted to the contest 

chairman no later than the October 2006 
meeting (October 10).

* The photo must have been taken by the per-
son entering it.

* The entrant must be a LMDC member.
* All photos taken between October 2005 and 

October 2006 CLUB meetings are eligible 
for submission.

* Maximum of two entries per category.
* Maximum of six entries total across all cat-

egories.
* Underwater photos must have been taken 

underwater and in open water; no aquarium 
or zoo photos in the underwater categories. 

* Aquarium and zoo photos can be entered in 
the above-water categories.

* All entries should be submitted in an enve-
lope with photographer's name, category 
and any title or description on the envelope.  
Entrant's names should NOT appear on the 
actual entry!
- Film prints must be submitted unmount-

ed and unframed; maximum print size is 
5 by 7 inches.

- 35 mm slides must be submitted without 
any indication of the entrant's identity on 
the front or back (no names, please).

- Digital images must be submitted on 
CD-R disk as .jpg files.  Images may be 
enhanced through sharpening the focus 
and adjusting the brightness only.  Other 
enhancements such as cloning (moving 
picture elements from their original loca-
tion and/or adding or deleting picture 
elements) or cleaning (de-speckling) are 
not allowed, with the exception of the 
'Unlimited' category in which any and all 
editing is allowed and encouraged.

* Categories with less than three submissions 
will be eliminated and the photographer 
will be given an opportunity to re-enter the 
photos in another category or submit others.

* All photos must be appropriate and tasteful 
to all ages.  Subject appropriateness will be 
determined by the Photo Contest Commit-
tee.

* Winners may be published on the LMDC 
Internet web site.

* The Photo Contest Committee reserves the 
right to move entries into another category if 
deemed appropriate.

Judging

The judging will be by professional underwater 
photographer Stephen Frink.  Stephen Frink is the 
world's most widely published underwater photog-
rapher.  With a career spanning over two decades, 
his photos have appeared in a wide variety of dive 
journals and magazines world-wide, and he has pro-
vided stunning imagery for hundreds of promotional 
campaigns.

Prizes

Prizes and ribbons may be awarded to first-, 
second-, and third-place winners based upon avail-
ability of prizes.

Submittal

Entries can be brought to the LMDC meetings 
or mailed to contest chairman:

Mike McCleskey
1814 Billingshurst Court
Orlando FL  32825
(407) 273-6655  (H)
(407) 808-6453  (W)
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Price includes: admission to Mote Aquarium in 
Sarasota on Saturday and Florida Aquarium in 
Tampa on Sunday, one night in Eckerd College 
Lodge (www.eckerd.edu/confcenter) in St. Petersberg, 
and breakfast on Sunday morning.

Cost: $70; deposit $35 due October 31; rates are 
based on double occupancy.

Contact: Bill Paskert (407) 678-5311,  
 wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

Aquarium Tour of Tampa Bay Area
November 18- 19

Mote Marine Aquarium and Florida Aquarium

From its humble beginnings in a tiny shed in a 
small Florida town, Mote Marine Laboratory has 
expanded to include a 10.5-acre campus in Sara-
sota, Fla., with field stations and public exhibits 
in Key West and field stations in Summerland Key 
and Charlotte Harbor.  From the original focus 
on sharks, Mote research has expanded to include 
seven major areas of concentration, organized into 
seven research centers.  Check it out at:  
www.mote.org

The Florida Aquarium, dedicated to public enter-
tainment, education and conservation, astounds 
visitors with the beauty and fragility of our eco-
system. The facility is home to over 10,000 aquatic 
plants and animals from 1,340 species from Florida 
and all over the world.  Opened in March 1995, 
the Aquarium has provided cultural enrichment 
experiences to nearly 6 million visitors, including 
250,000 school students and teachers.  See more at: 
www.flaquarium.org
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LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT
JUNE 2 -9, 2007

Plan ahead for this excellent trip run by the Lockheed Martin Dive Club.

The trip will include round-trip airfare, three gourmet meals per day, 17 boat dives 
per week on Newton boats, round trip transfers, and taxes.  Many of us will be mak-

ing our second, third, or fourth trip to this resort so you know it’s a good one!

The price will be less than $2000, based on double occupancy.

A $125 fully refundable deposit will hold you a place on this trip, which is sure to sell out early.  There are 
only six rooms are open for this outstanding trip, and four are already spoken for!  We will keep you updated 

on a more exact cost, when more money is due, and when your deposit is no longer refundable.

  For more information on the resort, check out:

www.littlecayman.com 

Contact:

Wendy McCleskey (407) 273-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

1814 Billingshurst Court, Orlando FL 
32825
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Cayman Aggressor Live-Aboard Trip
June 9 - 16, 2007

Plan ahead for your 2007 dive vacation.  This trip is filling fast.  

Make your $500 deposit now to book your space.  Three slots 
are still available.

Trip cost of $2600 per person includes round-trip airfare from 
Tampa or Miami (TBD), all meals and beverages, up to five 

dives a day, taxes, and fuel surcharge.

The “Hilton Hotel” of Dive Boats - 
Not your father’s live-aboard.

Contact: 

Grace Hampton
(407) 737-8999

2330 Treymore Drive
Orlando FL 32825

gracphil@palmnet.net

www.aggressor.com
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2006 Activity Schedule

2007 Activities in the Works
Planning for our Club's 2007 activities has started 

- the schedule in this issue of the newsletter shows the 
preliminary ideas.  Everyone's help is needed in putting 
the schedule together.

One easy way you can help is by completing the 
questionnaire that was recently sent to you and email-
ing your response to me at geopatmcghsd@earthlink.
net, if you haven't already done so.  The responses to the 
questionnaire will be used to help shape our activities 
schedule.  If you need another copy of the questionnaire, 
contact me.

The questionnaire responses received so far pres-
ent some interesting demographic information about 
our Club.  We have several families with junior divers.  
Among our adults, 2/3 of our members are advanced 
certified or higher, more than 60% of the membership 
completed 11 or more dives in the last 12 months, and 
half of our members are Nitrox certified.

This spread of certification and experience makes 
designing trips challenging.  We must have trips that are 
suitable for our junior divers and beginning or less-ex-

perienced adults, as well as ones that will appeal to our 
more advanced or experienced members.  What is the 
best way to do this?  Please email your ideas to me.

If we're going to have a robust activity schedule, 
we need people to coordinate events.   It's not very dif-
ficult, it's a coordination exercise; and it is financially 
rewarding since the coordinator gets to participate in the 
event for half-price.  If you think you would like to be a 
coordinator, please contact me; I'll mentor you through 
the process.

One of the first events for which a coordinator is 
needed is the Epcot Living Seas dive tentatively planned 
for January.  Who would like to coordinate this one?  
How about you?

The Dominican Republic trip is scheduled for March 
14 through 21.  It will feature ocean and cave diving and 
white water rafting and will be suitable for advanced 
divers and higher.  If you think you would like to go and 
anticipate you can clear your calendar to do so, contact 
me before the end of October.

My pictures from the Club's September 22-24 trip 
to Tavernier are on the web at: http://octoeight.smugmug.
com/gallery/1936166.

George McGuire

Date Event Contact Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Oct	�7	-	�9
Fri	-	Sun

Fantasy Fest & Key West	-	Experience	Key	
West’s	wildest	Halloween	celebration,	�	nights	at	
Sugarloaf	Lodge	Resort,	Saturday	night	Twilight	
Fantasy	Parade,	no	diving	included

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453
Mike.McCleskey@e-
Components.com

$100 Sep	1� $180

Nov	18	-	19
Sat	–	Sun

Tampa Area Aquariums	–	1	night	in	hotel,	visit	
Mote	Aquarium	in	Sarasota	on	Saturday	&	Florida	
Aquarium	in	Tampa	on	Sunday,	breakfast	Sunday

Bill	Paskert
407-678-5311
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

$35 Oct	31 $70

Dec	3
Sunday

Holiday Party	–	Brunch	and	gift	exchange
Estimated	price:	$�0/person

Wendy	McCleskey
407-�73-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

TBD TBD TBD

Dec	31	-	
Jan	1
Sun	-	Mon

New Year’s Eve		–	Dive	with	mermaids	at	
Weeki	Wachee,	ring	in	the	new	year,	hotel	
accommodations.

Al	Wileden
407-971-85�5
al.f.wileden@lmco.com

TBD TBD TBD

Date Event Contact Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Jan Epcot Living Seas TBD TBD TBD TBD
Feb Snorkel with Manatees Mike	McCleskey TBD TBD TBD
Mar	14	-�1 Dominican Republic	–	This	trip	will	emulate	

the	trip	described	in	the	March	�006	issue	of	
Sport	Diver	magazine.	Contact	George	ASAP

George	McGuire
(407)	677-4�4�
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

TBD 31	Oct $1,800	
estimated

Apr Venice Beach Mike	McCleskey TBD TBD TBD
Jun	�-9 Little Cayman Island	–	Stay	at	Little	

Cayman	Beach	Resort;	round-trip	airfare,	all	
meals,	17	boat	dives,	transfers	and	taxes.

Wendy	McCleskey
(407)	�73-6655
wendy@maid4u.net

$1�5 Only	4	
spots	left

Less	than	
$�,000	

estimated
Jun	9-16 Cayman Aggressor	–	Live-aboard	dive	trip	

for	18	divers
Grace	Hampton
(407)	737-8999
gracphil@palmnet.net

$500 Only	3	
spots	left

$�,800	
estimated

Jul	4-8 Key Largo Phil	Carter TBD TBD $600	
estimated

Draft 2007 Activity Schedule
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Tavernier in the Keys
September 22 - 24

Warm water and gentle seas.  What more is 
there to want from a dive location?

For the third time this year, a contingent from 
LMDC traveled to Tavernier for a weekend of div-
ing and other fun.  This time there were 16 people 
in our group, 15 divers and one snorkeler.  We 
stayed at Tropic Vista Motel and dove with Cristal 
Clear Charters.

Tropic Vista is an old, tired, traditional Keys 
motel that was probably built the better part of 50 
years ago.  It and the buildings next to it have been 
bought by Cay Clubs and will be razed so condo-
miniums can be built on the site.  While Cay Clubs 
is waiting for their building permits (which in the 
Keys can be a long wait), they are continuing to 
operate the motel.  They've fixed it up a little and 
are doing the maintenance needed to keep the beds 
comfortable, the rooms clean, and the air condition-
ing functioning.  The motel has three big advantages 
for a group like ours: it's cheap (for the Keys, that 
is), has a good breakfast restaurant next door, and 
Cristal Clear Charters (also owned by Cay Clubs) 
parks their boat at the motel's dock.

Cristal Clear's boat is an almost new 46-foot 
Newton.  This is a boat built for divers - broad, spa-
cious, fast, and the builders did something marvel-
ous with the exhaust that eliminates all fumes from 
the deck.  The rest of their equipment (tanks and 
rental gear) also appeared to be new, or nearly so, 
and in good condition.

Seven of us got down to Tavernier early enough 
on Friday to go out on a night dive.  Cristal Clear 
took us to Pickle Reef where I was interested in 
chasing lobsters.  Chasing is the operative word 
since I didn't catch any.  It wouldn't have mattered 
if I had caught some because all of the ones I saw 
were under the legal size.  I did catch a stone crab 
but released it with both of its claws intact.  You're 
allowed to detach and keep one claw but one's not 
enough for any kind of meal so the crab got lucky.

Saturday and Sunday mornings we all went div-
ing or, for a couple of us, snorkeling on the reefs off 
Key Largo.  Saturday's water was fairly clear with 
very little current but Sunday's was different.  On 
Sunday we had beautiful conditions on the surface 
but lots of surge on the reef with "rice" in the water 
that cut visibility way down.  Of course all things 
are relative, poor visibility in the Keys is still better 
than the visibility in most other U.S. dive places.
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Saturday afternoon three of us dove the Spiegel 
Grove where there was lots of current, which is not 
an unusual occurrence.  Afterwards they dove Mo-
lasses Reef where conditions were nearly perfect, 
which was not the case on Sunday morning.

Three others, including me, rented kayaks and 
spent a couple of hours exploring the mangroves.  A 
pleasant and slightly strenuous activity.

The Aldridge family visited Key West where 
they said they enjoyed themselves.  That leaves five 
of us unaccounted for for Saturday afternoon.  I 
don't know what they did but since everyone was 
present for Sunday morning's dive and appeared to 
be in good humor I think they must have had a good 
time.

Oh, yes!  Water temperature.  Mid-eighties - no 
thermal protection required!

George McGuire

Phil's favorite shore-based location is Bonaire, 
NA.   His first trip to Bonaire was in 1977, and he 
has been there every year since 1982.  Resorts he 
has visited there include Capt. Don's, Buddy's, Sand 
Dollar, Bonaire Beach Hotel (no longer exists), and 
his favorite, Divi Flamingo Beach.

Torey McCleskey, Phil’s grandson, was born 
into an active diving family.  He was certified at age 
10 by our own Club member, Barbara Shurman, 
and received his Advanced Open Water certifica-
tion at age 12.  Torey has been to Bonaire 14 times 
in 13 years and has done many slide shows for his 
schools over the years.  When he’s not diving, Torey 
attends University High School, is active in Boy 
Scouts, and enjoys water skiing, geo-caching, and 
computer gaming.

Bonaire, from page 1
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National Geographic Magazine, August 2006

Jelly Giant 
It may look lethal, but its sting is only moderate: 

The worst injury the monsters - they can weigh as 
much as 400 pounds - known as Nomura's jellyfish 
inflict may be to the Japanese fishing industry.  Last 
year a huge number of the animals showed up in the 
Sea of Japan, resulting in 100,000 complaints by 
fishermen about damaged nets and lost fishing time.  
Shinichi Uye, a biologist at Hiroshima University, 
believes that environmental changes, including 
global warming, increased nutrients in the water, 
and overfishing of jellyfish competitors for plankton 
may be boosting the population.  He estimates the 
peak of immature, 6-pound jellies floating to Japan 
in 2005 was "300 to 500 million a day - an amazing 
number!"
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LMDC	Connections

We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-

ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	text	
and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-093

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•	 Fax	(please	call	before	sending)	at	work:	(407)	356-
4694;	or	at	home:	(407)	678-5311.

Last Month's Meeting

Turks and Caicos Islands,  
with Chuck Brown and Terry Keeney
Our last meeting featured the creative talents of 

two of our foremost members.  The KSC Barracu-
das and our CLUB traveled to the Turks and Caicos 
Islands and had a great adventure.  Terry and Chuck 
told us of the clubs' trip and showed their video and 
slide show memories.

They took the trip from May 20 through 27 with 
16 club members and four others with an Under-
current reporter among them.  They dove from the 
Turks & Caicos Explorer II liveaboard, which is 
115-feet long at the water line with a 22-foot beam.  
The Turks & Caicos Islands are 575 miles southeast 
of Miami.  The islands are geographically part of 
the Bahamas, but politically are a British territory.  
Eight of the 30 islands are inhabited; and Providen-
ciales (Provo) has the largest population although 
Grand Turk is the capital.

They did up to 5 
dives per day, most of 
them wall dives, where 
the top of the wall was 
typically 45 to 60 feet.  
The water temperature 
was 81 to 82ºF, and they 
saw reef sharks at all 
dive sites.

Here's an excerpt 
from the story of their 
trip that was published 
in the famous Under-
current newsletter:

"We dove the 
Turks and Caicos 
Islands aboard the 
Explorer II from May 
20-27, 2006.  The 
clubs quickly snapped 
up the 16 slots for this 
live-aboard dive trip.

"Upon arrival, we shifted to ‘Island Time’.  
You know how it is.  During the week the 
weather was beautiful, frequently with glassy 
surface conditions.  We were able to dive French 
Cay, although conditions must be just right to 
get there, and the boat only makes that trip about 
once every 4 to 6 weeks. 

"The Explorer II is a comfortable dive boat 
with roomy cabins, adequate lounge and eating 
area, large sun deck, and an open-air lounge on 
the top deck complete with full bar.  

"Our trip provided ample opportunity for 
underwater photographers to hone their skills.  
The sharks, eagle rays, stingrays, grouper, giant 
sponges, sheer wall, and soft and hard corals 
were waiting for wide angle lenses and reef tour-
ists.  A white frogfish has recently been spotted, 
and the divemasters were able to find it for some 
of us.  Many queen angels and queen trigger fish 
brightened our dives and kept us eager for the 
next dive.  The turtles wanted to get up close and 
personal and sometimes swam into our faces.
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Upcoming	Events	

Oct	10	 Meeting:	Bonaire:	Phil	Hampton	&	Torey	McCleskey	

Oct	�7-�9 Trip:	Fantasy	Fest,	Mike	McCleskey	

Nov	14	 Meeting:	Photo	Contest,	Mike	McCleskey

Nov	18-19 Trip:	Tampa	Bay	Aquariums,	Bill	Paskert

Mark Your Calendar!
LMDC Holiday Party

Sunday, December 3rd  

We don’t have all the final details, but we do 
have the date for our annual Holiday Party and 
Fishy Gift Exchange.  Plan on it being on December 
3rd, plan on lots of fun and good food, plan on our 
exciting Gift Exchange of ocean and/or fish items 
(about $10), and plan on the festivities costing about 
$20 per person for dinner.  

Look for the specifics in the November issue of 
the Club's News.  

Wendy McCleskey

Barbara’s Rescue 
Familiarization Session

Our vice-president, Barbara Shurman, who’s 
also a PADI instructor, is setting up a session to 
familiarize our members with water rescue tech-
niques.  She’s planning for a Sunday trip to Lake 
Denton, Florida, in November, either the 5th or the 
12th.  Please call Barbara if you’re interested in at-
tending and if you have a preference for either date 
(407) 380-2962.  This will not be a PADI certifica-
tion course.


