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March Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Come to our next meeting on March 13th to 
hear a relatively new diver re-live a diver’s dream.  

Captain Bryan Pahmeier has been a full time 
fishing guide on the Mosquito Lagoon for 9 years.  
He will be telling (and showing) us all about his trip 
to Australia last year and diving the Great Barrier 
Reef from a live-aboard.  His trip was made more 
of an adventure because he was a new diver taking 
on one of the ultimate goals of most divers.  He now 
plans on pursuing a dive-instructor certification.  
Bryan will also share his thoughts about what he 
would do differently next time.

Australia, with Captain Bryan Pahmeier

Capt. Bryan has been fishing the inshore waters 
of Florida his whole life.  He has been featured in 
many local and national publications and television 
fishing shows. He is a free-lance outdoor writer; 
regularly gives seminars for fishing clubs, shows, 
and businesses; and does weekly online and radio 
fishing reports.  Capt. Bryan’s GET 1 CHARTERS 
(www.get1charters.com) offers light-tackle sport 
fishing excitement while experiencing the bounty 
and beauty that Florida has to offer.  The Indian 
River and Mosquito Lagoon offer opportunities 
unmatched anywhere in the world.

$$$  

DUES ARE DUE  

$$$
Membership dues are due by March 31st, so get 

out your checkbook and bring it to the March meet-
ing, or mail a check to:

 Wendy McCleskey, Treasurer 
 1814 Billingshurst Court  
 Orlando FL 32825-8437

Dues are $20 per year, with an extra $5 if you 
want snail mail instead of e-mail or Lockheed Mar-
tin mail.  There is a $10 late fee for dues paid after 
the deadline, so “Just Do It!”

See ‘March Meeting’, page 10

http://www.get1charters.com
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President's Column
Hello fellow divers!

Here it is March already, and everyone should 
be getting their gear tuned up for the dive season.  
If you haven't already done so, now is a good time 
to get your regulator serviced, computer batteries 
changed, and yes, even your BC serviced.  Your BC 
has O-rings and other serviceable parts that should 
be checked annually.

We still have a few TBDs in our Activity Sched-
ule but they're late in the year so we still have time 
to get them nailed down and the information dis-
seminated.  I'm still working on three trips in Sep-
tember and October to South Florida.  Even though 
I haven't released the information yet, these trips 
typically include 4 dives and 1 or 2 nights in a mo-
tel, for about $200+/-.   

David White, Regional Director of The Ocean 
Conservancy, was our guest speaker last month.  
His presentation was very informative and interest-
ing.  His organization has a mammoth amount of 
responsibilities and tasks ahead of them.  We can 
help the Ocean Conservancy's efforts to preserve 
our oceans through our own good stewardship.  If 
you see something on the bottom that doesn't belong 
there, bring it to the surface and dispose of it on the 
boat, as long as it isn't too heavy or encrusted with 

animal life, of course.  Thank you, David White, for 
an excellent presentation.

This month we're pleased to have Capt. Bryan 
Pahmeier show us his pictures and tell us about his 
vacation last Fall to Australia and diving experienc-
es on the Great Barrier Reef.  Capt. Bryan, a fairly 
new diver, is a full-time fishing guide in Titusville 
who is also aspiring to attain dive-instructor certifi-
cation.  

Thirteen of us went to the Crystal River last 
month and swam/snorkeled with the manatees.  The 
weather was beautiful, the water was a balmy 72 
degrees, and there were lots of manatees to see.  
Everyone had a great time.  Thank you, Mike, for 
organizing a great trip!

This month we have a camping trip to Ginnie 
Springs and two dive trips to Epcot DiveQuest.  
There are plenty of openings for the camping trip, 
however both Epcot trips are sold out.  We have two 
trips in April, approaching fast!!  Make your reser-
vations now.

Please join us Tuesday, March 13, at Joe's Crab 
Shack on SR436 (Semoran Blvd.).  We start show-
ing up about 6:30 p.m. for mingling, and the meet-
ing starts at 7 p.m.  Hope to see you there.  Until 
next time, dive dive dive!

Phil Carter
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2007 Activities
Below are further details on several of our 

planned activities.  Please refer to the schedule fol-
lowing and the flyers for more information.

Diving and Camping at Ginnie Springs, March 
9-11

As this edition of the newsletter is going to 
press, several of our members are looking forward 
to a weekend of diving and camping at Ginnie 
Springs.  Hopefully, they will tell us all about it at 
the next Club meeting.

Epcot DiveQuest, March  24 and 31

The Club is returning to Epcot Dive Quest, and 
both days are sold out.

Drift Diving at Jupiter, April 7

Our plan is to meet at Jupiter Dive Center at 
12:30 p.m. on Saturday and go on a two-tank excur-
sion with them.  After diving, we can treat ourselves 
to a nice dinner at a local restaurant, maybe the 
Crab House, before returning to Orlando.  The cost 
for the trip is $46/diver, which pays for the dive 
boat only.  Rental equipment, air, and nitrox are 
available.

If you want to go on this trip you MUST MAKE 
YOUR RESERVATION AND PAYMENT NO 
LATER THAN March 22.

Pompano Beach, May 12-13

We will dive with South Florida Diving Head-
quarters; one 2-tank dive on Saturday afternoon and 
an optional 1-tank dive on Saturday evening, spend 
the night at the Paradise Beach Resort, and then 
make a 2-tank dive on Sunday morning.  For further 
information contact Barbara Shurman, (407) 380-
2962.

Oriskany, June 1-3

The Club is planning to dive the USS Oriskany 
(CVA-34) and other Pensacola area wrecks on the 
first weekend in June.  If you want to go on this trip 
you MUST MAKE YOUR RESERVATION AND 
PAY YOUR DEPOSIT NO LATER THAN May 16.

Cayman Aggressor Live-aboard, June 9-16

This trip is sold out.  The lucky people going on 
it are going to have a great time.  There is a pos-
sibility that openings may occur so a waiting list is 
being maintained of those other folks who would 
like to go.  For more information call Grace Hamp-
ton, (407) 737-8999.

Dominica, October 6-10

We're going to Dominica the first full week 
of October and will be diving with and staying at 
the Castle Comfort Lodge, http://www.castlecom-

fortdivelodge.com/.  The price of $1,700/diver and 
$1,430/non-diver is based on double occupancy, and 
10 divers and 2 non-divers going on the trip.  This 
should be a great trip at a very attractive price.

Reservations and deposits are required no later 
than June 30.  If you want to go on this trip, don't 
delay in making your reservation; there are already 
several people signed up.

Advanced Certification

At least two of our schedule dive trips, the 
Oriskany on June 2 and the three-tank Friday dive 
on June 28, ask for you to have at least Advanced 
Certification.  Also some Keys operators require 
Advanced Certification to dive the Spiegel Grove.  
The training is available from area dive shops for 
about $100 plus books.

U N D E R C U R R E N T   O N L I N E    U P D A T E

www.undercurrent.org

Dive News

February 16, 2007

Eating Like a Diver. You want to protect the ocean, 
for sure, so if you're a fish eater you need to avoid 
a whole range of fish that will be goners if we keep 
consuming them.  On the list are favorites like monk 
fish, orange roughy, Chilean seabass (not even a bass), 
grouper, imported swordfish, and that's just for start-
ers.  Worldwatch Institute has lists of what fish you 
should neither buy nor order at a restaurant, and you 
can download a list for your region of the country at 

http://www.mbayaq.org/cr/cr_seafoodwatch/download.asp.

http://www.castlecom-fortdivelodge.com
http://www.castlecom-fortdivelodge.com
http://www.castlecom-fortdivelodge.com
http://www.undercurrent.org
http://www.mbayaq.org/cr/cr_seafoodwatch/download.asp
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2007 Activities
Date Event Contact Divers Deposit 

Amount
Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

9-11	Mar Camping & spring diving	–	Ginnie	Springs
rmcnatt@cfl.rr.com

Bob	McNatt
407-376-�679	or
407-366-0664

$0 3/1/07
see ad

Ala	
carte

�4	Mar
Saturday

Epcot DiveQuest – Dive	Disney’s	Living	Seas
cheryl.berry@lmco.com

Cheryl	Berry
407-306-3041

SOLD OUT $87

31	Mar
Saturday

Epcot DiveQuest – Dive	Disney’s	Living	Seas
cheryl.berry@lmco.com

Cheryl	Berry
407-306-3041

SOLD OUT $87

7	Apr	
Saturday

Drift diving at Jupiter
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

11 $�5 3/��/07
see ad

$46

�0-��	Apr Ocean Fest
william.paskert@lmco.com

Bill	Paskert
(407)	356-��90

1� $60 4/8/07
see ad

$115

1�-13	May Pompano Beach diving
bbshurman@bellsouth.net

Barbara	Shurman
(407)	380-�96�

1� $50 4/30/07	
see ad

$169

�5-�8	May Florida Keys/Marathon diving
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453

TB TBD TBD

1-3	June Dive the “Oriskany”
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

10 $100 5/16/07
see ad

$3�5	

9-16	Jun	 Cayman Aggressor	–	Live-aboard;	5	dives	a	
day,	all	meals	&	beverages
gracphil@palmnet.net

Grace	Hampton
407-737-8999

SOLD OUT $�,600

9-10	Jun Riviera Beach – KSC BARRACUDAS Tom	Wiley
3�1-799-435�

6 $50 5/15/07 $1�0

�9	Jun	
–				4	Jul	

Florida Keys/Key Largo –	5	days	of	diving
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

�0 $�50 5/�8/07 $5�3

13	Jul
Friday

3-tanks & lunch drift diving at Jupiter	–	You	
must be AOW and Nitrox certified
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

11 $35 6/�8/07 $70	est.

�5-�6	Jul West Palm Beach – KSC BARRACUDS
Lobster	mini-season

John	Lawlor
3�1-459-3374

8 $50 7/17/07 $1�0

�7-�9	Jul Florida Keys/Key Largo
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

10 $100 6/18/07 $��5

3-5	Aug Venice Beach
Ryan.c.brumback@lmco.com

Ryan	Brumback
407-356-9788

TBD TBD TBD

6-7	Aug West Palm Beach – KSC BARRACUDS
Lobster	season

John	Lawlor	
3�1-459-3374

8 $50 7/17/07 $1�0

10-1�	Aug Florida Keys/TBD
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453

TBD TBD TBD

�5	Aug
Saturday

New Smyrna Beach wreck dive
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

$40 8/3/07 $80

8-9	Sep West Palm Beach diving
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

TBD TBD TBD

��-�3	Sep West Palm Beach diving
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

TBD TBD TBD

��-�9	Sep Bonaire – KSC BARRACUDAS Max	Farley
3�1-45�-1435

1� $300 6/30/07 $1400

��-�9	Sep Bonaire – KSC BARRACUDAS Max	Farley
3�1-45�-1435

1� $300 6/30/07 $��00

6-13	Oct Dominica – Castle Comfort Lodge
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

10 $700	 6/30/07
See ad

$1,700

�0-�1	Oct West Palm Beach diving
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

TBD TBD TBD

�6-�8	Oct Fantasy Fest, Key West
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453

TBD TBD TBD

9-10	Nov Snorkel with the Manatees
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453

TBD TBD TBD

�	Dec
Sunday

Holiday Party
wendy@maid4u.net

Wendy	McCleskey
407-�73-6655

$�5 11/13/07 $�5	est.

mailto:rmcnatt@cfl.rr.com
mailto:berry@lmco.com
mailto:berry@lmco.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
mailto:paskert@lmco.com
mailto:bbshurman@bellsouth.net
mailto:mccleskey@e-components.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
mailto:gracphil@palmnet.net
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:brumback@lmco.com
mailto:mccleskey@e-components.com
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:mccleskey@e-components.com
mailto:mccleskey@e-components.com
mailto:wendy@maid4u.net
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Drift Dive Jupiter
April 7, 2007

Come drift diving at Jupiter with Lockheed Martin Dive Club on a 
Saturday afternoon.  The reef there is only a short boat ride away and 

has a distinct profile (about 10 feet, plus or minus) in most places.  
The typical dive is about 75 feet deep, and we will do two dives.  Af-
ter diving, we'll treat ourselves to a nice dinner at the Crab House, or 

another local restaurant.

We will be diving with Jupiter Dive 
Center, http://www.jupiterdivecenter.com/.  It’s 
a full service dive shop with rental 
equipment and air and nitrox avail-
able.  The boat docks right behind 

the shop.

Driving time from Orlando to Jupiter is 
about 2.5 hours, depending on where you're 
starting from, down either the Turnpike or 

I-95.  We will need to be at the dive shop no 
later than 12:30 PM.

Details:

Price: $46/diver.  This pays for the boat dive only and is 
based on 11 divers participating in the trip.  If less than 
11 divers sign-up for the trip, the price will be adjusted or the trip cancelled.

Deposit: $23/diver; final payment due by March 22.

Coordinator: George McGuire, geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net, (407) 677-4242 
9811 Lake Georgia Drive, Orlando FL 32817

http://www.jupiterdivecenter.com
http://www.jupiterdivecenter.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net


LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’March 2007 6

Relax at the Bahia Cabana.  Waterfront 
restaurant, free parking, in-room refrigera-
tor, safe.  Check it out at: www.bahiacabanare-
sort.com

Ocean Fest and Ft Lauderdale Beach 
April 20 - 22

- Largest dive trade show that 
South Florida has ever seen 

- Over 150 exhibitors 
- SCUBA and snorkeling introduc-

tion
- Underwater treasure hunt  
- Live music and free seminars
- Thousands of dollars in prizes 

and raffles! 
- Food and beverage vendors
- A portion of the proceeds benefit 

numerous ocean-related non-profit 
environmental organizations

- www.OceanFest.com 

Join us as we celebrate diving and adven-
ture sports in this fabulous outdoor location 
on the beach!  In addition to boasting the 
most comprehensive artificial reef system in 
the United States, Broward County and Ft. 
Lauderdale have one of the only living reefs 
in the Continental United States that is ac-
cessible from shore.  Ft. Lauderdale is world 
reknowned for its beaches and waterways, as 
well as a youthful population that enjoys an 
active lifestyle.

Cost:		$115;	Deposit:	$60,	due	by	April	8

Includes:		Two	nights	accommodation,	one-
day	admission	to	Ocean	Fest,	continental	
breakfast	Saturday	and	Sunday.	

Diving	is	not	included,	but	is	available	from	
several	nearby	dive	operations

Rates	are	based	on	double	occupancy

Contact:	Bill	Paskert	h(407)	678-5311,	
w(407)	356-��90,	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

http://www.bahiacabanare-sort.com
http://www.bahiacabanare-sort.com
http://www.bahiacabanare-sort.com
http://www.OceanFest.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Pompano Beach Dive Trip
May 12 - 13

Dive the Ft. Lauderdale area!  Two coral reefs 
run parallel to the shore at depths of 40 and 60 
feet.  These reefs lie about a mile off shore.  Ship 
wrecks lie between and beyond the reefs.  

We will do a two-tank 
dive on Saturday af-
ternoon on the wreck, 
“Ancient Mariner”, 
with an optional 
one-tank night dive 
for $43, and a two-
tank dive on Sunday 
morning on the “Aqua 
Zoo.”  Both wrecks are 
in about 70 feet of water.  We will have a late 
check out for showering before driving home.  
Rental tanks are available through the award-
winning South Florida Diving Headquarters.  
Tanks with air are $10 each, with Nitrox $15 
each; fills are $4.  The trip's open for 12 divers.

The trip price is $169 per person, double occupancy.  A 
$50 deposit is due April 30.  The balance of $119 is 
due May 4.  Price includes dive boat tip.  Contact:

 Barbara Shurman
	 bbshurman@bellsouth.net	

	 bbshurman@aol.com 
 (407) 380-2962

We'll stay one night at the Paradise Beach 
Resort featuring a beach-front location, res-
taurant with ocean-front dining, a tiki bar, 
outdoor pool, tennis, a 24-hour front desk, 
laundry and valet services, non-smoking 
rooms, limited room service, safe-deposit box, 
and cable television.

The Resort straddles A1A, one part of it is 
on the Atlantic Ocean and the other on the  
Intracoastal Waterway.  Check it out at: 
www.paradisebeachfl.com/index.html.

mailto:bbshurman@bellsouth.net
mailto:bbshurman@aol.com
http://www.paradisebeachfl.com/index.html
http://www.paradisebeachfl.com/index.html
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Dive the Oriskany!
Dive the USS Oriskany, CVA34.  Sunk 
last year about 20 miles off Pensacola, 
she is the only carrier ever sunk to be-
come an artificial reef, and she is almost 
twice as long as the Spiegel Grove.

The Lockheed Martin Dive Club will dive the 
"Mighty O" on Saturday, June 2nd, and then the 
next day we'll do two more dives on some sites closer 
to shore.

We will be diving with Down Under Dive Shop 
(http://www.downunderdiveshop.com/) in Gulf Shores, 
Alabama, and staying at the La Quinta Inn in the 
same town.  The plan is to drive to Gulf Shores on 
Friday, June 1st; dive the "Mighty O" on Saturday, 
June 2nd; dive the other sites on Sunday, June 3rd; 
and drive home.

The cost is $325 per diver, double occupancy.  This pays for 
the diving and lodging.  It does not pay for transportation, 
food (other than the noon meal on the Oriskany dive), or the 
services of a dive guide if one is needed.  The price is based 
on 10 divers.  If fewer than 10 divers sign-up the price will 
be revised or the trip cancelled.

Deposit required: $100.  Final payment and cut-off date is 
May 15th.

If you need a couple of deep dives to satisfy the Oriskany 
diver qualification requirements (see Down Under's web-
site) there may be an opportunity to dive below 80 feet on 
our planned Jupiter drift diving trip on April 7th.

Coordinator: George McGuire, geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net, 
407-677-4242

June 1 - 3

http://www.downunderdiveshop.com
http://www.downunderdiveshop.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
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DIVE DOMINICA
October 6-13 ,2007

The Club will be traveling to 
the island of Dominica for a 
week of diving and adven-

ture, October 6-13.  We will 
fly on American Airlines from 
Orlando by way of San Juan 

to Dominica.

In Dominica we will stay 
and dive with Castle Comfort 

Lodge.  Here is the link to 
their web address:  

http://www.castlecomfortdivelodge.com/

The trip package includes:
 Round trip airfare
 Airport & hotel transfers in Dominica
 Dominica departure tax
 7 nights lodging, double occupancy
 7 breakfasts
 7 dinners
 5 days of 2-tank boat dives
 Tanks, weights, and weight belts
 Unlimited shore diving
 Complimentary use of sea-kayaks

Price:
 The price is based on 10 divers and 2 non-divers
 Diver: $1,700  Non-diver: $1,430
 Note: The airfare portion of the price is subject 

to change for taxes and fuel surcharge
Payment can be made in three increments:
 $250 when sign-up for the trip
 $450 no later than June 30
 $1,000 diver and $730 non-diver no later than 

July 31
Coordinator:
 George McGuire
 (407) 677-4242, geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

 9811 Lake Georgia Dr., Orlando FL 32817

http://www.castlecomfortdivelodge.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
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http://www.wusa9.com/
Feb 17, 5:16 PM EST

Tire Reef Off Florida Proves a Disaster
By Brian Skoloff
Associated Press Writer

A Good Idea Gone Wrong Harms Florida Coast
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- A mile offshore 

from this city's high-rise condos and spring-break bars 
lie as many as 2 million old tires, strewn across the ocean 
floor - a white-walled, steel-belted monument to good 
intentions gone awry.

The tires were unloaded there in 1972 to create an 
artificial reef that could attract a rich variety of marine life, 
and to free up space in clogged landfills. But decades later, 
the idea has proved a huge ecological blunder.

Little sea life has formed on the tires. Some of the 
tires that were bundled together with nylon and steel have 
broken loose and are scouring the ocean floor across a 
swath the size of 31 football fields. Tires are washing up on 
beaches. Thousands have wedged up against a nearby natu-
ral reef, blocking coral growth and devastating marine life.

"The really good idea was to provide habitat for ma-
rine critters so we could double or triple marine life in the 
area. It just didn't work that way," said Ray McAllister, a 
professor of ocean engineering at Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity who was instrumental in organizing the project. "I look 
back now and see it was a bad idea."

In fact, similar problems have been reported at tire 
reefs worldwide.

"They're a constantly killing coral-destruction ma-
chine," said William Nuckols, coordinator for Coastal 
America, a federal group involved in organizing a cleanup 
effort that includes Broward County biologists, state scien-
tists and Army and Navy salvage divers.

Gov. Charlie Crist's proposed budget includes $2 mil-
lion to help gather up and remove the tires. The military 
divers would do their share of the work at no cost to the 
state by making it part of their training.

A monthlong pilot project is set for June. The full-scale 
salvage operation is expected to run through 2010 at a cost 
to the state of about $3.4 million.

McAllister helped put together the ill-fated reef project 
with the approval of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
He helped raise several thousand dollars (the county also 
chipped in), organized hundreds of volunteers with boats 
and barges, and got tires from Goodyear.

Goodyear also donated equipment to bind and com-
press the tires, and the Goodyear blimp even dropped a 
gold-painted tire into the ocean in a ceremonial start to the 
project.

The tire company issued a press release at the time that 
proclaimed the reef would "provide a haven for fish and 

other aquatic species," and noted the "excellent properties 
of scrap tires as reef material."

It was a disappointment, just like other tire reefs 
created off coastal states and around the world in recent 
decades.

"We've literally dumped millions of tires in our 
oceans," said Jack Sobel, an Ocean Conservancy scien-
tist. "I believe that people who were behind the artificial 
tire reef promotions actually were well-intentioned and 
thought they were doing the right thing. In hindsight, we 
now realize that we made a mistake."

No one can say with certainty why the idea doesn't 
work, but one problem is that, unlike large ships that have 
been sunk for reefs, tires are too light. They can be swept 
away by the tides and powerful storms before marine life 
has a chance to attach. Some scientists also believe the 
rubber leaches toxins.

Most states have stopped using tires to create reefs, 
but they continue to wash up worldwide. In 2005, volun-
teers for the Ocean Conservancy's annual international 
coastal cleanup removed more than 11,000 tires.

The tires retrieved from the waters off Fort Lauderdale 
will be ground up for use in road projects and burned for 
fuel, among other uses.

"It's going to be a huge job bringing them all up," said 
Michael Sole, chief of the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection. "It's vigorous work. You have to dig the 
tires out of the sand."

© 2007 The Associated Press.

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning 
at 7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold 
our “formal” meeting covering Club business and 
member trip reports, followed by our great door 
prizes.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

March Meeting, from page 1

http://www.wusa9.com
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LMDC	Connections

We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-

ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	text	
and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-093

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•	 Fax	(please	call	before	sending)	at	work:	(407)	356-
4694;	or	at	home:	(407)	678-5311.

February Meeting

We were honored to have David White, Re-
gional Director of The Ocean Conservancy, as the 
presenter at our February 13th meeting.  David 
spoke to us about “Changing Tides: Developing 
New Strategies for Protecting America's Oceans.”  
Here's a summary of his talk:

Our oceans are facing a crisis.  The cumulative 
impacts of population growth and development, 
degraded marine ecosystems, over fishing, and pol-
lution are endangering America's ocean legacy.  For 
centuries, we have exploited ocean resources with 
little thought to the future.  Today, it is increasingly 
clear that only revolutionary changes in the way we 
manage the oceans can guarantee their health, both 
now and in the future. 

Current marine wildlife management in Florida 
focuses on managing individual species of fish and 
other marine life on the basis of "optimum sustained 
yield," with a particular emphasis on marketing 
Florida as the "Fishing Capitol of the World."   In 
stark contrast to terrestrial wildlife management, 
little attention is paid to interconnections of marine 
species with their habitats as well as with other 
species.  Over the past 5 years, increased scientific 
understanding has revealed that fishing can pro-
foundly affect the health and biological integrity 
of entire marine ecosystems, such a Florida's fa-
mous coral reefs.  
This knowledge is 
beginning to shift 
societal attitudes 
about management 
of living marine 
resources.  Marine 
reserves are an 
emerging management tool that promotes healthy 
oceans by protecting entire ecosystems, rather than 
just managing component parts in a framework of 
scientific uncertainty.  Ecosystem-based manage-
ment acknowledges the interdependence of all parts 
of a marine community and recognizes that there 

Ocean Conservancy, David White
is a fundamental trade-off in fishing that must be 
balanced between fishing for human consumption 
and recreation, and fish for the sustainability of the 
ecosystem and the enjoyment of non-consumptive 
users.  

David White is the Regional Director of The 
Ocean Conservancy's South Atlantic Regional of-
fice.  He is a leading advocate for expanding the use 
of marine zoning and ecosystem-based management 
in Florida, the Southeast Atlantic, and the Gulf of 
Mexico, with the goal of conserving fish popula-
tions and important marine ecosystems such as coral 
reefs, fish spawning areas, and nearshore coastal 
habitats.  David helped The Ocean Conservancy 
achieve a major success in creating the largest fully 
protected marine ecological reserve in North Amer-
ica in the Dry Tortugas, 70 miles west of Key West.  
David will continue The Conservancy's efforts to 
raise public awareness and build public support 
for marine zoning and the use of a full spectrum of 
marine protected areas to restore and protect healthy 
ocean ecosystems.  David's background is in wild-
life ecology and environmental law.  He is based in 
St. Petersburg, Florida.

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:paskert@lmco.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Upcoming	Events
Mar	9-11 Trip:	Ginnie	Springs,	Bob	McNatt

Mar	13 Meeting:	Great	Barrier	Reef,	Captain	Bryan	Pahmeier

Mar	�4	&	31 Trip:	DiveQuest,	Cherie	Berry

Mar	31	 DUES ARE DUE
Apr	7 Trip:	Jupiter,	George	McGuire

Apr	10 Meeting:	TBD

Apr	�0-�� Trip:	Ocean	Fest,	Bill	Paskert

Best Wishes
Our thoughts and warm wishes go out to long-

time member Grace Hampton who broke her hip in 
February.  After surgery and some intensive physi-
cal therapy, she is home and getting around amaz-
ingly well.  All those years of daily 10+ mile bike 
rides, and many many dives, have paid off with a 
quick recovery.  We know she will be up and diving 
again for the May Cayman Aggressor trip!

Member News

Wetsuits for Sale; Make Offer 
– Please!

The Club still has two new wetsuits for sale:
Medium Shorty, 3mm, Black, Zip Up
XL Men’s Farmer John

If the price was $20 last month, just think what 
an offer you can make this month!  All money 
collected will be donated to DAN (Diver’s Alert 
Network).

Wendy McCleskey
Accidental Keeper of Wetsuits

http://www.martindiveclub.org

