
News
June 2007

June Meeting

President’s Welcome - Cheryl Berry
We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 

p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by our great door 
prizes.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Come to our June 12th meeting to congratulate 
our new President, Cheryl Berry, who took office 
June 1st.  She’ll lead us in a discussion of the future 
of our CLUB in the coming year.  

Barbara Shurman has suggested a pool party.  
Her thought was that we could have underwater 
games, and she also volunteered to lead a skills 
refresher class.  We are now looking for a pool that 
would allow us to go in with dive gear.

In other election news, Barbara Shurman con-
tinues as Vice President, Wendy McCleskey as 
Treasurer, and Nancy Wileden as Secretary.  Your 
Board of Directors consists of Jim Kennedy, Mike 
McCleskey, Bill Paskert, and Phil Carter as Direc-
tor at Large.  Committee Chair positions will be 
appointed by the officers. We're in special need of 
volunteers for the Meeting and Camera Chairs.

See ‘Activities’, page 2

2007 Activities
Below are further details on several of our 

planned activities.  Please refer to the schedule fol-
lowing and the flyers for more information.

Cayman Aggressor Live-aboard, 
June 9-16

This trip is sold out.  The lucky people going on 
it are going to have a great time.  There is a pos-
sibility that openings may occur so waiting list is 

being maintained of those other folks who would 
like to go.

For more information call Grace Hampton, 407-
737-8999.

Almost a Week in the Keys, June 29 
to July 4

Almost a week of diving in the Keys with Cris-
tal Clear Charters in the Key Largo-Islamorada area 
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Your Officers and Staff

Activities, from page 1

while staying at the Bayside Resort in Key Largo.   
The cost is $523.

Please contact Phil Carter at (386) 426-0466 or 
(386) 314-5910.

Jupiter TGIF Dive, July 13
This is a three-tank with lunch drift dive trip 

with Jupiter Dive Center.  Usually the dives are 
fairly deep with fast currents.  It's a lot of fun for 
experienced divers.  You must have at least Ad-
vanced and Nitrox certifications and a computer.  
The cost is $86.

Please contact George McGuire at (407) 677-
4242.  Please note, the cut-off date for signing up 
for this trip is June 28.

Dominica, October 6-10
We're going to Dominica the first full week of 

October and will be diving with and staying at the 
Castle Comfort Lodge, http://www.castlecomfortdivelo-

dge.com/.  

The price of $1,700/diver and $1,430/non-diver 
is based on double occupancy, and 10 divers and 2 
non-divers going on the trip.  This should be a great 
trip at a very attractive price.

Reservations and partial payments are required 
no later than June 30.  If you want to go on this trip, 
don't delay in making your reservation, there are 
already several people signed up.  If you miss the 
cut-off date, you'll have to wait until next year for 
another overseas CLUB trip.

Please contact George McGuire at (407) 677-
4242.

Advanced Certification
One of our remaining dive trips, the three-tank 

Friday dive on July 13 asks for you to have at least 
Advanced Certification.   Also some Keys operators 
require Advanced Certification to dive the Spiegel 
Grove, Duane, Bibb, and Eagle.  The training is 
available from area dive shops for about $100 plus 
books.

George McGuire
Activity Chairman

http://www.castlecomfortdivelo-dge.The
http://www.castlecomfortdivelo-dge.The
http://www.castlecomfortdivelo-dge.The
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2007 Activities

Date Event Contact Partic- 
ipants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Jun	9-16 Cayman Aggressor	–	Live-aboard;	5	dives	a	
day,	all	meals	&	beverages
gracphil@palmnet.net

Grace	Hampton
407-737-8999

SOLD OUT $�,600

Jun	�9	-	
Jul	4

Florida Keys - Key Largo –	5	days	of	diving
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

�0 $�50 May	�8
see ad

$5�3

Jul	13	
Friday

3-tank Drift Diving & Lunch at Jupiter	–	You	
must be AOW and Nitrox certified
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

8 $43 Jun	�8
see ad

$86

Jul	�7-�9 Florida Keys - Key Largo
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

10 $100 Jun	18 $��5

Aug	3-5 Venice Beach
Ryan.c.brumback@lmco.com

Ryan	Brumback
407-356-9788

TBD TBD TBD

Aug	10-1� Florida Keys - Marathon
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453

16 $100 Jul	17 $�15

Aug	�5	
Saturday

New Smyrna Beach Wreck Dive
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

$40 Aug	3 $80

Sep	8-9 West Palm Beach
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

TBD TBD TBD

Sep	��-�3 West Palm Beach
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

TBD TBD TBD

Oct	6-13 Dominica - Castle Comfort Lodge
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

10 $700	 Jun	30
See ad

$1700

Oct	�0-�1 West Palm Beach
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

TBD TBD TBD

Oct	�6-�8 Fantasy Fest, Key West
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453

�0 $90 Sep	15 $190

Nov	9-10 Snorkel with the Manatees
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453

1� $90 Oct	15 $90

Dec	�	
Sunday

Holiday Party
wendy@maid4u.net

Wendy	McCleskey
407-�73-6655

$�5 Nov	13 $�5	est

For information about the KSC Barracudas’ activity schedule please check their website:	http://www.kscbarracudas.
org/

mailto:gracphil@palmnet.net
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:brumback@lmco.com
mailto:mccleskey@e-components.com
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:mccleskey@e-components.com
mailto:mccleskey@e-components.com
mailto:wendy@maid4u.net
http://www.kscbarracudas
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Cost:  $523; deposits: $250, due by June 5, balance due 
June 23.  Rates are based on double occupancy

Includes:  Five morning 2-tank dives including tanks and 
weights and five night's accommodations.  Nitrox is extra.  

Night dives are available.

Contact: Phil Carter at home (386) 426-0466,  
cell (386) 314-5910, pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

We'll be diving with Cristal Clear Charters (www.diveinflkeys.com).  
Their 46-foot Newton is spacious and an outstanding dive 

boat.  They have a great variety of dive sites: reefs, ledges, eel 
holes, wrecks (Spiegel Grove, Duane, Bibb, and Eagle), John 
Pennekamp Park, Davis Reef, among others in close-by Key 

Largo and Islamorada. 

6-Day 
Keys Dive Trip

June 29 to July 4
Cristal Clear Charters  

and the Bayside Resort

We'll be staying at the Bayside Resort (www.cayclubs.com/resorts/bayside) at MM 99.5 in Key 
Largo.  The hotel has a heated waterfront swimming pool, sandy beach, and stunning 
sunsets to view while we gather before dinner and sip adult beverages.  All the rooms 
have cable TV, coffee makers, hair dryers, and wireless internet service.  There's also a 

complimentary continental breakfast served in the lobby. 

There will be a welcome session 
and briefing on Friday after we all 
arrive.  We'll collect waivers and 
C-cards and go over the general 

information about the morning reef 
dives.

http://www.diveinflkeys.com
http://www.diveinflkeys.com
http://www.cayclubs.com/resorts/bayside
http://www.cayclubs.com/resorts/bayside
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
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TGIF  
Drift Dive Jupiter

July 13, 2007

Driving time from Orlando to Jupiter is about 2.5 hours, depending on 
where you're starting from, down either the Turnpike or I-95.  We will 
need to be at the dive shop no later than 8:00 a.m. 
Details:
Price: $86/diver.  This pays for the boat dives and lunch only and is 
based on 8 divers.  If a different number of divers sign-up for the trip, 
the price will be adjusted or the trip cancelled.
Deposit: $46/diver.  Final payment due by June 28.
Coordinator: George McGuire, geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net, (407) 677-
4242

Come drift diving at Jupiter.
This is a 3-tank trip with lunch included.  

This trip is for experienced divers only.  
The dives will be fairly deep, visibility is 
usually good, and an exhilarating current 
is normal.  All divers must have Advanced 
and Nitrox certifications and a computer.

The trip usually features a dive through the 
"Hole in the Wall", a large swim-through in the 
reef.  The last time I dove it my computer regis-
tered 137 feet.

We will be diving with Jupiter Dive Center, 
http://www.jupiterdivecenter.com/.  It is a full service 
dive shop with rental equipment and air and 
Nitrox available.  The boat docks right behind 
the shop.

http://www.jupiterdivecenter.com
http://www.jupiterdivecenter.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
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Cost:  $225; deposit: $100, due by June 18.  Rates are based 
on double occupancy

Includes:  Two morning 2-tank dives including tanks and 
weights and two night's accommodations.  Nitrox is extra.  

Night dives are available.

Contact: Phil Carter at home (386) 426-0466,  
cell (386) 314-5910, pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

We'll be diving with Cristal Clear Charters (www.diveinflkeys.com).  
Their 46-foot Newton is spacious and an outstanding dive 

boat.  They have a great variety of dive sites: reefs, ledges, eel 
holes, wrecks (Spiegel Grove, Duane, Bibb, and Eagle), John 
Pennekamp Park, Davis Reef, among others in close-by Key 

Largo and Islamorada. 

Keys Dive Trip
July 27 to 29

Cristal Clear Charters and the Bayside Resort

We'll be staying at the Bayside Resort (www.cayclubs.

com/resorts/bayside) at MM 99.5 in Key Largo.  The hotel 
has a heated waterfront swimming pool, sandy beach, 
and stunning sunsets to view while we gather before 
dinner and sip adult beverages.  All the rooms have 

cable TV, coffee makers, hair dryers, and wireless inter-
net service.  There's also a complimentary continental 

breakfast served in the lobby. 

There will be a welcome session 
and briefing on Friday after we all 
arrive.  We'll collect waivers and 
C-cards and go over the general 

information about the morning reef 
dives.

http://www.diveinflkeys.com
http://www.diveinflkeys.com
http://www.cayclubs.com/resorts/bayside
http://www.cayclubs.com/resorts/bayside
http://www.cayclubs.com/resorts/bayside
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
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DIVE DOMINICA
October 6-13 ,2007

The Club will be traveling to 
the island of Dominica for a 
week of diving and adven-

ture, October 6-13.  We will 
fly on American Airlines from 
Orlando by way of San Juan 

to Dominica.

In Dominica we will stay 
and dive with Castle Comfort 

Lodge.  Here is the link to 
their web address:  

http://www.castlecomfortdivelodge.com/

The trip package includes:
 Round trip airfare
 Airport & hotel transfers in Dominica
 Dominica departure tax
 7 nights lodging, double occupancy
 7 breakfasts
 7 dinners
 5 days of 2-tank boat dives
 Tanks, weights, and weight belts
 Unlimited shore diving
 Complimentary use of sea-kayaks

Price:
 The price is based on 10 divers and 2 non-divers
 Diver: $1,700  Non-diver: $1,430
 Note: The airfare portion of the price is subject 

to change for taxes and fuel surcharge
Payment can be made in three increments:
 $250 when sign-up for the trip
 $450 no later than June 30
 $1,000 diver and $730 non-diver no later than 

July 31
Coordinator:
 George McGuire
 (407) 677-4242, geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

 9811 Lake Georgia Dr., Orlando FL 32817

http://www.castlecomfortdivelodge.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
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Marathon Trip
May 25 - 28

The Memorial Day weekend found 14 CLUB 
members headed south to the Florida Keys for 
a long weekend in Marathon at the Sombrero 
Resort.  Everyone arrived Friday night and got 
checked into the recently remodeled one-bedroom 
condo-style rooms.  We wound up with a roomful 
of people crammed into the McCleskey’s room, 
visiting and talking about the weekend ahead, while 
enjoying a few adult beverages.

Saturday morning dawned gloomy and windy, 
as the whole crew assembled poolside for Capt 
Mike’s gourmet breakfast of STRONG coffee, muf-
fins, Danish, fruit, and some excellent tiny cinna-
mon rolls.  It was a special treat to be joined by Su-
san Rauckman, a longtime CLUB member that has 
relocated to Colorado, but happened to be in Mara-
thon visiting friends.  We were hopeful conditions 
would improve to allow us to dive on the Cristal 
Clear Diver I, the same 42-foot Newton custom dive 
boat that previously served us well with AquaNuts 
Divers.  Once the staff arrived and much discussion 
and research on conditions took place, the decision 
was made to scrub the morning dive.  The forecast 
called for improving conditions throughout the day, 
so we hoped the night dive would still be a “go.” 

Everyone headed into Key West to spend the 
day being tourists.  Some visited the Aquarium, 
some the Mel Fischer Museum, some the Pirate 
Soul Museum (arghhh!).  Some of us managed to do 
a little geocaching (treasure hunting with a GPS re-
ceiver) on the way to Key West, adventuring to off-

the-beaten-path areas of the Lower Keys, including 
a couple of close encounters with endangered Key 
Deer.  By mid-afternoon, we had gotten the call 
that the captain had cancelled the night dive due to 
persisting 6- to 8-foot seas on the reef, so we all met 
for the famous Sunset Celebration in Malory Square 
to enjoy the street performers, people-watching, and 
a beautiful sunset.  By the time everyone got back 
to Marathon, we were worn out and ready to hit the 
sack.

Sunday morning dawned far less windy, and 
with clear skies.  After another satisfying dive club 
breakfast, eight of us boarded the dive boat to brave 
the 4- to 6-foot seas.  We had the boat to ourselves, 
with the exception of one diver from Texas that was 
doing his checkout dives for his advanced certifi-
cation, and plenty of room since it is rated by the 
manufacturer for 32 passengers!  Filled tanks and 
soft lead-pouch weights (both included in our dive 
package) were already loaded on the boat, and the 
crew took care of any other equipment needs that 
anyone had.  
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We had a “wet” mate who was in the water both 
dives, and a “dry” mate who tended to matters top-
side, plus a captain … eventually.  It turns out that 
there was some confusion internally, and the captain 
that was supposed to be on duty did not show up 
(they told me later that after this he no longer works 
for them – wow!) so they called in one of their other 
captains.  This captain got stuck on US 1 behind an 
accident and wasn’t able to arrive at the boat until 
after 10:00 am, so we were pretty late leaving the 
dock!  

We did two dives on Sombrero reef, with sur-
prisingly good visibility of 30 feet, considering how 
rough it had been for so long.  We saw the expected 
assortment of Keys reef life, including a variety of 
angelfish, grouper (including one Goliath Grouper 
that was having an awful time trying to shake off a 
pesky remora), lobster, barracuda, cleaning shrimp, 

and one small turtle.  The reef is a spur & groove 
formation and appeared to be in good health.  Our 
maximum depth was 26 feet, so we had two 
nice long dives.  The crew provided cold bottled 
water and sodas, iced in a cooler for after-dive 
refreshment.  The cooler also provided REALLY 
cold water for the water cannon that I sneaked on 
board, making sure our dry mate, Corey, didn’t stay 
that way.

Since we were late leaving the dock, we were 
also late arriving back.  By the time everyone show-
ered, had lunch, and took the mandatory long-week-
end siesta, it was time for drinks and snacks on the 
pool deck.  We had a nice surprise when the res-
taurant manager came out and gave us a free large 
pizza that was left over when the dinner rush was 
over at the restaurant.  Many Coronas, rum drinks, 
chips, and pretzels were put away, as our under-age 
participants, Torey and Andrew, enjoyed the tennis 
courts (and the young girls they met and taught to 
play … tennis, that is).  We learned that Chuck and 
Terry had found more geocaches that afternoon and 
that Jim and Patsy had found a great buffet dinner 
close by.  Hal and Theresa decided to head home 

See ‘Marathon’, page 11

Photo by Jim Kennedy, others by Capt Mike
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Aquarium Welcomes 
Two New Whale Sharks

As part of its continuing efforts to promote 
aquatic wildlife conservation, the Georgia Aquar-
ium welcomed two new whale sharks to the 6.3 
million gallon Ocean Voyager exhibit today.  The 
whale sharks, both males, were given the Taiwanese 
names Yushan (pronounced U-Seeyan) and Taroko, 
to honor their country of origin.  Yushan means 
‘the jade mountain’ and is the name of a national 
park in Taiwan.  Taroko means ‘the magnificent and 
splendid’ and is the landmark gorge of the Taroko 
National Park.

“While the Georgia Aquarium has become 
one of Atlanta’s most popular travel destinations, 
with more than five million visitors over the last 
18 months, conservation remains one of our main 
goals,” said Jeff Swanagan, president and executive 
director, the Georgia Aquarium.  “We are thrilled 
to expand the Aquarium’s commitment to research 
and education by bringing Yushan and Taroko to our 
facility and we hope to continue making a positive 
difference in the health and well-being of aquatic 
life from around the world.”

Yushan, 13 feet 7 inches long, and Taroko, 15 
feet and 4 inches long, were flown more than 8,000 
miles on a specially configured 747 freighter aircraft 
from Taipei, Taiwan, through Anchorage, Alaska, 
to Atlanta.  Both whale sharks were under the care 
and supervision of Georgia Aquarium professional 
staff and maintained through a highly advanced 
marine life support system.  Yushan and Taroko are 
the latest in the Georgia Aquarium’s 4R Program 
(Rehabilitation, Relocation, Rescue and Research), 
a strategy designed to make a positive difference 
in the health and well-being of aquatic life from 
around the world.

“The Georgia Aquarium is advancing scientific 
understanding of the whale shark species by com-
bining field research with in-house study through 
our 4R Program,” Swanagan added.   “We will 
release results later this summer from research 
conducted in Mexico and Taiwan which we hope 
will help the world gain a better understanding of 
the migration patterns, feeding habits and current 
population of whale sharks in their native habitats.”

The Georgia Aquarium is the first facility of its 
kind outside of Asia to house whale sharks. The 
Aquarium partnered with Taiwan to bring all the 
whale sharks – Yushan, Taroko, Norton, Alice and 
Trixie – to the facility’s Ocean Voyager exhibit, a 
habitat specially designed to house up to six full 
grown whale sharks.  Georgia Aquarium and the 
government of Taiwan, including the Taipei Eco-
nomic and Cultural Office in Atlanta, partnered on 
this project to take steps toward long-term manage-
ment of the worldwide whale shark population.  Tai-
wan reduced their whale shark fishing quota from 
60 in 2006 to 30 in 2007 to zero in 2008 and be-
yond, showing the country’s commitment to fishery 
conservation.  The Georgia Aquarium hopes such 
positive practices will encourage other countries to 
adopt sustainable seafood practices and educate the 
public on the subject of aquatic conservation.  

For additional information on whale sharks and 
the Georgia Aquarium’s conservation and education 
programs, go to: 
http://www.georgiaaquarium.org/conservation/haleshark-

program.aspx.

© 2007 Georgia Aquarium

The whale sharks swim in a sea pen before 
traveling to Atlanta.

After an 8,000-mile trip, Taroko explores the 
Ocean Voyager habitat.

http://www.georgiaaquarium.org/conservation/haleshark-program.aspx
http://www.georgiaaquarium.org/conservation/haleshark-program.aspx
http://www.georgiaaquarium.org/conservation/haleshark-program.aspx
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LMDC	Connections

We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-

ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	text	
and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-093

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•	 Fax	(please	call	before	sending)	at	work:	(407)	356-
4694;	or	at	home:	(407)	678-5311.

early.  Common conjecture was that they could not 
keep up with the rest of the “party animals” in the 
group.  Andy and Andrew Johnson were enjoying 
their first trip with the CLUB, Bill and Pam Barney 
were relaxed and glad that Pam had survived her 
year of school teaching, Sue was happy to be away 
from the snow on the ground back at her home in 
Colorado, and Wendy was glad she chose to sleep in 
and pass on a morning of rough seas.

Monday morning brought conditions very simi-
lar to Sunday’s, so six of our group decided to get 
in another two dives, while the rest opted to get a 
start on fighting the traffic out of the Keys at the end 
of a holiday weekend.  This worked out pretty well 
for everyone except Sue, who wound up missing 
her flight home out of Miami and had to overnight 
at the airport hotel – darn it, another day for her 
without snow.

Overall, we found the dive staff to be excep-
tional, and the hotel to be a clear cut above many of 
the accommodations we have used in the past.  With 
the exception of the weather not cooperating for us 
to get in all our planned dives, this was a wonder-
ful trip, and I look forward to doing it again in the 
future.

Mike McCleskey

Marathon, from page 9 Marine Balloon Art

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:paskert@lmco.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-93
1814	Billingshurst	Court
Orlando	FL	3�8�5
(407)	306-50�0
www.martindiveclub.org

Upcoming	Events
Jun	1�	 Meeting:	New	President	Welcome	-	Cheryl	Berry

Jun	�9	-	Jul	4 Trip:	Key	Largo	-	Phil	Carter

Jul	10	 Meeting:	Ocean	Conservation	-	Jillian	Brueggeman

Jul	13 Trip:	Jupiter	-	George	McGuire

Jul	�7	-	�9 Trip:	Key	Largo	-	Phil	Carter

Undercurrent Online Update

www.undercurrent.org

Dive News

May 9, 2007

Scuba-Diving Pets : You know how dive publica-
tions like to joke around on April Fools' Day.  So 
we're still a bit skeptical of an April 1 post on Deep-
erBlue.Net about a new company teaching animals 
how to freedive.  At least it's worth a chuckle to 
watch this water-loving feline at: 

www.gofish.com/player.gfp?gfid=30-10�1157.

http://www.undercurrent.org
http://www.gofish.com/player.gfp?gfid=30-1021157
http://www.martindiveclub.org

