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August Meeting

Dominica - Barbara Shurman

We'll be gathering and mingling at around 6:30 
p.m., with the evening’s presentation beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Afterwards, at about 7:30, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by our great door 
prizes.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Come see our own Vice President, Barbara 
Shurman, show and tell us about her adventure 
in Dominica, West Indies.  Incredible, beautiful, 
marvelous, and breath-taking are just a few words 
to describe the trip.  It’s a beautiful island full of 
adventure under and above the seas.

Her group was quite pleased to find some of 
the most beautiful, colorful, and full-of-life reefs 
they’ve ever seen.  No current, 100+ feet of vis-
ibility almost every day, walls to the deepest depths, 
swim-throughs, sea turtles, seahorses, arrow crabs, 
banded shrimp, juvenile spotted drums, and schools 
and schools of marine life.  

One of the diving day’s surface intervals took 
them to the local village for a brief tour of some 
ancient forts and to meet the local chickens pecking 
at their feet.  Then off they were to their next diving 
destination where they found more and more of the 
most exciting and colorful reefs and lots of small 
stuff.  Dominica is best for the macro photographer.  

Mid-week, they decided to venture to the middle 
of the island to a place call Ti Tou Gorge and the 
Trafalgar Falls.  Both were beautiful waterfalls with 
a bit of a challenge to get to, but totally worth the 
effort.  There are few places you can enjoy a ride 
in a waterfall, then 20 feet away soak in a pool of 
hot sulfur springs.  Thursday took them to diving 
and more diving, beaching, shore diving, and a nice 
little place for dinner, the Green Flash.  It’s just a 

short trek from the hotel with excellent food, a live 
band belting out reggae beats, and mingling with 
the locals.  

For the last night in Dominica, to get prepared 
for their week-long adventures to end they rented a 
yacht to do a 2-hour sunset cruise . . . a last farewell 
to Dominica.  A great ending to a perfect week with 
good people, good diving, adventures, fun and a lot 
of laughs.
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2007 Activities
Below are further details on several of our 

planned activities.  Please refer to the following 
schedule and trip flyers for more information.

Hello Fellow Divers!

As I mentioned at a couple of meetings and in 
our prior newsletter, the discussion board that was 
requested by some of you on our Website is not 
being used.  At this time I am going to remove it as 
it seems to be getting “spammed,” and I know we 
don’t want that stuff on our site.  Continue to make 
suggestions for things you want, and we can try 
them out and see if the membership benefits from it.  
No harm in trying new things!

I know I have been “out and about” for the past 
couple of meetings . . . business travel seems to get 
in the way of our fun, but I will be at the August 
14th meeting and I look forward to seeing you all 
there! 

Hope to hear about all your recent awesome 
dives!

Thanks,
Cherie

President's Column New Smyrna Beach Wreck Dive, August 25 

Phil Carter is taking us on a one day wreck dive 
off New Smyrna Beach.  Contact Phil at (386) 426-
0466.

Rainbow River Springs Drift Dive and BBQ, 
September 22

Kim Cole and Gene Condon will be taking us 
on a drift dive in the Rainbow River  and treating 
us to a bar-b-que afterwards.  They say this is going 
to be a fun filled day for our divers, and there is a 
lot for non-divers to do at the Park also.  For more 
information contact them at (727) 543-5209.

Dominica Trip, October 6-10

We're going to Dominica the first full week of 
October and will be diving with and staying at the 
Castle Comfort Lodge (http://www.castlecomfortdi-

velodge.com).  

Our unfilled reservations have been released.  
If you're interested in joining the trip, it may still 
be possible if Castle Comfort hasn't sold the space 
to someone else.  The cost for lodging (including 
breakfast and dinner) and diving is $1,150/diver.  
Note: this does not include airfare.  For more infor-
mation, contact George McGuire at (407) 677-4242.

http://www.castlecomfortdi-velodge.com
http://www.castlecomfortdi-velodge.com
http://www.castlecomfortdi-velodge.com
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Palm Beach Drift and Muck Dive, October 20

Sigornee Colby has put together an interesting 
day for us.  We'll start the day with a morning two-
tank boat dive with Walker's Dive Charters out of 
North Palm Beach Marina.  This will be followed 
with a self-serve picnic at Phil Foster County Park 
and then a muck dive beneath the Blue Heron Blvd 
bridge.  For more information, contact Sigornee at 
(407) 948-5010.

Snorkel with the Manatees, November 9-10

This was such a popular experience earlier this 
year that Mike McCleskey is taking us back again.  
For more information contact Mike at (407) 808-
6453.

Dive Planning for 2008

It is time to start thinking about our 2008 sched-
ule.  To this end, we're going to have a special plan-
ning meeting in the not very distant future, probably 
early October.  As usual, everyone will be invited to 
attend.

So far this year, our domestic trips have been 
well attended.  Since last August, we've run 11 

domestic dive and/or snorkel trips.  76 members and 
spouses have participated out of a Club member-
ship of about 100.  That's not bad, but it suggests 
our offerings did not appeal to about a quarter of 
our membership.  I wonder why?

Our international trips are another matter.  We 
ran a Cayman Islands live-aboard trip in June.  We 
filled the boat - with Barracudas members, not ours.  
There were only three LMDC members on the trip.  
We have a trip scheduled for October for Dominica.  
Only six of our people are going on it.  I wonder 
why there is such poor participation in our interna-
tional trips.

Do you have ideas about how we could increase 
participation in Club activities?  Are there places 
you would like to go that we haven't been?  Would 
you like to be a trip coordinator - we always need 
more of those (and it's the only paying position in 
the Club)?  I would really like to hear from you; 
please email me your thoughts: geopatmcg@embarq-

mail.com.  After all, the Club belongs to all of us.
George McGuire

Activity Chairman

Date Event Contact Partic- 
ipants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Aug	�5	
Saturday

New Smyrna Beach Wreck Dive
pcarter4@cfl.rr.com	

Phil	Carter
386-4�6-0466

$40 Aug	3 
see ad	

$80

Sep	��
Saturday

Rainbow River drift diving
iidexo@hotmail.com	

Kim	Cole
7�7-543-5�09

6-14 $15 Sep	8
see ad

$30

Oct	6-13 Dominica - Castle Comfort Lodge
geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

10 $1150 Past $1150

Oct	�0
Saturday

Palm Beach drift & muck dive
Sigornee@hbwalkerinc.com

Sigornee	Colby
407-948-5010

8-�0 $30 Oct	9 
see ad

$60

Oct	�6-�8 Fantasy Fest, Key West
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com	

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453

�0 $90 Sep	15 $190

Nov	9-10 Snorkel with the Manatees
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com	

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453

1� $90 Oct	15
see ad

$90

Dec	�	
Sunday

Holiday Party
wendy@maid4u.ne	t

Wendy	McCleskey
407-�73-6655

$�5 Nov	13 $�5	est

mailto:geopatmcg@embarq-mail.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarq-mail.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarq-mail.com
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
mailto:iidexo@hotmail.com
mailto:geopatmcghsd@earthlink.net
mailto:Sigornee@hbwalkerinc.com
mailto:mccleskey@e-components.com
mailto:mccleskey@e-components.com
mailto:wendy@maid4u.ne
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New Smyrna Wreck Dive

Saturday, August 25, 2007
Dive two wrecks in 80 to 100 
FSW off the coast of Daytona 
Beach.  On each trip, Sea Dogs 
Dive Center visits two of about 
a dozen wrecks located 10 to 
16 miles out of Ponce Inlet.  
Spearfishing is allowed and 
encouraged, but you may be re-
quired to complete a spearfishing 
test/questionaire before doing so.

   Sea Dogs Dive Center (http://www.

seadogdiver.com) operates out of New 
Smyrna Beach and is located on the 
North Causeway adjacent to Riverview 
Charlies Bed & Breakfast.  Sea Dogs 
operates a 42-foot Newton dive ves-
sel and they have an instructor or dive 
master in the water on every trip.  

  We will check-in from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
at the dive shop, and depart the dock at 
9 a.m., returning about 2 p.m.

The trip price is $80, including two 
tanks and weights.  Add $10 for Ni-
trox, subtract $5 for own tanks.  A $40 
deposit is due August 3.  The balance of 
$40 is due August 20. 

Contact:

Phil Carter
pcarter@indra-systems.com

pcarter4@cfl.rr.com

daytime (386) 314-5910
evenings (386) 426-0466

http://www.seadogdiver.com
http://www.seadogdiver.com
http://www.seadogdiver.com
mailto:pcarter@indra-systems.com
mailto:pcarter4@cfl.rr.com
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Rainbow River Springs Drift Dive and BBQ
Dunnellon, Florida 

Saturday, September 22 (9 am to 3 pm)

way. There are several different kinds 
of fresh water fish, such as bass, bream, 
and gar, that live in these waters.  Dis-

cover small fossils coming out of the 
different springs dotting the bottom.  
At the end of the drift is a small area 
where the fish hang out in abundance. 

Rainbow River Springs Drift Dive is a 
great way to start a very relaxing day.  

Upon returning to the park we will 

have a BBQ.

This river is unmatched, with crystal 
clear spring water and over 200 feet of 
visibility. The water is 72 degrees and a 
wetsuit is STRONGLY recommended.  
This one tank drift dive can be enjoyed 

by any level of certified diver, and 
lasts about 1 hour.  We will be tak-
ing a pontoon boat toward the head 

springs, where we will begin the drift 
dive. There are numerous small caverns, 

boils, and popcorn springs along the 

Cost: $30 per person; deposit $15, due Sep 8th 

Minimum of 6 divers, maximu of 14.  We can have 
more (the dive company offers different size boats), 

but we will not be able to cover costs with less.

Includes: Park admission, boat ride, and BBQ

No dive gear is available at this site! All divers 
need to bring all their own equipment, including 

tank (BYO-air), a snorkel is also required!
Contact (and make checks out to): Kim Cole

Email: IIDEXO@hotmail.com

Phone: (727) 543-5209
4084 Middlebrook Road, Apt 1128

     Orlando FL 32811-6778

mailto:IIDEXO@hotmail.com
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DIVE DOMINICA
October 6-13, 2007

The Club will be traveling to 
the island of Dominica for a 
week of diving and adven-

ture, October 6-13.  We will 
fly on American Airlines from 
Orlando by way of San Juan 

to Dominica.

In Dominica we will stay 
and dive with Castle Comfort 

Lodge.  Here is the link to 
their web address:  

http://www.castlecomfortdivelodge.com/

The trip package includes:
 Airport & hotel transfers in Dominica
 7 nights lodging, double occupancy
 7 breakfasts
 7 dinners
 5 days of 2-tank boat dives
 Tanks, weights, and weight belts
 Unlimited shore diving
 Complimentary use of sea-kayaks

Price:
 Based on double occupancy; six spaces are avail-

able
 Diver: $1,150; Non-diver: $875
 Note: This price does NOT include airfare or 

Dominica departure tax
Payment:
 Full payment due no later than July 31
Coordinator:
 George McGuire
 (407) 677-4242, geopatmcg@embarqmail.com

 9811 Lake Georgia Dr., Orlando FL 32817

http://www.castlecomfortdivelodge.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
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Palm Beach Dive Adventure
Saturday, October 20, 2007

First, a two-tank boat dive with Walker's 
Dive Charters (www.walkersdivecharters.com). We 

expect to dive Governor's Walk (a wreck 
field with five scuttled ships) and North 

Double Ledge (a deep reef).  Both dives will 
be in the 80-90 foot range and some current 

is usual.  

Cost: $60 includes the boat trip, but it does not in-
clude crew tip, tanks, or weights. Bring your own 
tanks or rent from Walkers: air $7/tank, nitrox 

$14/tank.  All prices include tax.  You will need to 
be at the North Palm Beach Marina by 7:30 a.m.  
The marina is about a 3 hour drive from Orlando; 

it has a nice shower and changing facility.

Second, after the morning dive, we will 
gather at Phil Foster County Park (www.

co.palm-beach.fl.us/parks/philfoster/aboutphilfoster.htm) 

for a picnic.  There's no charge for this, but you 
must bring your own food and drink (no alcohol is 

allowed in the park).

Third, about 3:30 p.m. (high tide is expected 

around 4:00 p.m.), we will enter the water be-
neath the Blue Heron Blvd. Bridge for a 
muck dive to see what interesting creatures we 

can find.  Maximum depth is expected to be between 
15 and 20 feet, and the dive will last about an hour 
or until the tide starts to flow out.  You will need to 
provide your own tank.  Tanks can be rented from 
the nearby Force-E dive shop for about $10/tank, 
plus tax. Please tell me if you plan to rent a tank 
from Force-E so that I can reserve an adequate 

number of tanks; you will pay Force-E directly.

Deposit: $30 for the boat dive due at sign-up; balance due 
by the Club meeting on October 9.  Make your checks pay-

able to me.
For the picnic and/or Blue Heron Bridge dive, let me know. 
Participation in the boat dive is not a requirement, but let 

me know you plan to attend.
Contact: Sigornee Colby

923 W. Princeton St.
Orlando, FL 32804

407-948-5010
sigornee@hbwalkerinc.com

http://www.walkersdivecharters.com
http://www.walkersdivecharters.com
http://www.co.palm-beach.fl.us/parks/philfoster/aboutphilfoster.htm
http://www.co.palm-beach.fl.us/parks/philfoster/aboutphilfoster.htm
http://www.co.palm-beach.fl.us/parks/philfoster/aboutphilfoster.htm
mailto:sigornee@hbwalkerinc.com
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Lucky Friday the 13th
A beautiful, sunny day off Jupiter

We jump into the water . . . almost on top of a 
bull shark.  Down we dive to the deep reef where, at 
120 feet, the current is ripping faster than anything 
I've experienced at Cozumel.  We're flying!

Where's my dive buddy?  If she's not where she 
is supposed to be, I'll have an awful time swimming 
against this current.  Whew!  There she is, right here 
with me.  Everything looks okay.  There's the bulge 
in the reef.  There's the sand patch.  There's the 
Hole-in-the Wall.  There's the divemaster waving us 
in, just like he said he would.

The Hole-in-the-Wall is a wide but fairly short 
tunnel through the reef at 140 feet.  Inside, the 
current is not quite so strong but it only takes a 
moment or two to go through it and we're back out 
into flow.  As we fly down the reef, we gradually 
start ascending.  25 minutes after entering the water, 
we're back on the surface waiting for pick-up by the 
"Republic IV."

This dive is the reason Jupiter Dive Center 
insists that participants in their three-tank Friday 
dive experience must be at least Advanced certi-
fied.  Because we're going to make three deep dives 

in a fairly short period of time, all participants are 
required to use Nitrox; and because of the vary-
ing depths and gas mixtures, everyone must have a 
computer.

After the proper surface interval we dive again, 
this time on Captain Mike's Reef.  This dive is 
shallower; my computer says 87 feet.  The current 
is still strong, maybe a little less fierce than Hole-
in-the-Wall but we still cover a lot of territory very 
quickly.

We surface, have lunch, and jump in again.  This 
time, the dive site is Tunnels and it is our shallowest 
dive, my computer says 73 feet.  As before, we're 
swept along the reef at a rapid pace.  All too soon, it 
is over and we are on our way back to the dock.

Once back in Jupiter, we clean ourselves up and 
treat ourselves to an early supper at the Crab House.  
A nice way to end an exhilarating day.

I was the coordinator for LMDC's trip to Jupiter 
on Friday, July 13, 2007.  The other Club members 
participating in the trip were Heidi Camarillo, Eric 
Davies, Don Russ, Todd Lehman, Joe Barton, Bill 
Barney, Art Beaulieu, Sigornee Colby, Gene Con-
don, and Kimberly Cole.

George McGuire
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Go Zero G . . .  

That’s NO Gravity
Ever want to fly through the air like Superman?  

Eat M&Ms out of midair like an astronaut?  On July 
21st, I did just that with the Zero Gravity Corpora-
tion.  

First for the question I always get asked.  No, no 
one got motion sickness.  :)

I arrived at the KSC Visitors Center about 9 
a.m.  After a flight suit fitting, preflight briefing, and 
Transportation and Safety Administration screening, 
we were off to the Shuttle runway where our plane 
(a Boeing 727) awaited us. 

Since there were thunderstorms in the KSC area, 
we flew out over the Gulf of Mexico instead of the 
Atlantic.  Except for seven rows of airline seats 
used for take off and landing, the plane was empty.  
We were separated into three groups (gold, blue, 
and silver); each with our own coach and "play 
area."  The plane takes you in a parabolic maneuver 
where you experience Martian, Lunar, or Zero grav-
ity for about 30 seconds followed by a pull-out at 
1.8 g's (almost two times the force of gravity).

At the 1-minute warning, we lay on our backs 
and then we started to feel the pull of increased 
gravity and then we hear "Martian 1".  We were 
now in Martian gravity and push ups are a breeze.  

After about 30 seconds, we got the signal of 
"Feet down" and gravity returned.  The next two 
parabolas were Lunar gravity and finally the long-
awaited "Zero 1" for our first experience of micro-
gravity.  What a rush!!! 

We ate M&Ms out of mid-air (or at least at-
tempted to), played with floating spheres of water, 
flew off the forward bulkhead, and had a ball (liter-
ally - we tossed around one of our group who was 
curled in a ball).  

We did a total of 13 zero gravity parabolas.  
Overall an awesome experience!

Be forewarned, microgravity can be addictive.  
I know I want to go again!  If you want to check it 
out, their website is www.gozerog.com.

Terry Keeney

Member Activities

http://www.gozerog.com
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Lockheed Martin News

WHOI Takes Plunge, OK’s New Sub 
Bid
Cape Cod Times - 8/2

Aaron Gouveia 

They can build it.  They have the technology 
to make it bigger, better and faster - not to mention 
roomier and with better views.  It's not a man and it 
will cost significantly more than $6 million.  Of-
ficials at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution 
(WHOI) have awarded Lockheed Martin the bid to 
create a preliminary design for a new deep-sea re-
search vessel.  The new vehicle will replace Alvin, 
the famed 43-year-old submarine best known for 
exploring the sunken ocean liner Titanic in 1986.  

Lockheed Martin is "very pleased" to have 
been awarded the $2.8 million contract, said senior 
program manager Dan McLeod during a conference 
call yesterday.  "We're elated to participate in the 
design of a new vehicle because manned submers-
ibles like this don't come along often," McLeod 
said.  

Although McLeod and WHOI senior engineer 
Bob Brown would not give an estimated final cost 
for the new submersible, a Times story from 2004 
estimated the figure at $21 million - a bill that will 
be footed by the National Science Foundation and 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion.  The new vehicle is slated for completion in 
the fall of 2009, with science missions commencing 
in early 2010, McLeod said.  

Alvin - a three-person research submarine 
weighing 37,000 pounds - has taken more than 
12,000 researchers to the depths of the ocean on 
more than 4,000 dives.  It's replacement, which 
will be named at a later date, will travel thousands 
of feet deeper, have a bigger payload and allow 
pilots to remain more stable while hovering in the 
water column or perched on underwater mountains, 
Brown said.  

The new submersible will be able to travel to 
depths of more than 21,000 feet (about four miles), 
compared with Alvin's ability to dive just less than 
three miles below the surface.  Where Alvin enabled 
scientists to explore 63 percent of the global ocean 

floor, the new vessel will give researchers access to 
99 percent of the sea floor, Brown said.  That's still 
short of the Mariana Trench, the deepest spot in the 
world's oceans, about seven miles deep.  

In addition to increased storage capacity, Brown 
and McLeod said the comfort level inside the new 
submersible will be welcome news to anyone who 
ever took a ride in Alvin.  "There will be five view-
ing windows compared to Alvin's three, as we'll 
increase the total field of view around the vehicle," 
Brown said.  "There will also be more room for 
scientists and improved ergonomics." 

Although the new vehicle will likely be heavier, 
Brown said the physical characteristics have to 
remain similar to Alvin's so it can be accommodated 
by the research vessel Atlantis, which will transport 
the sub.  At full speed, Alvin travels 2 knots, and 
while the replacement vehicle will only travel about 
a half-knot faster, Brown said faster descent and as-
cent times will allow scientists to spend more time 
doing research.  

Alvin, which was named after WHOI scien-
tist Allyn Vine, has located a lost hydrogen bomb, 
explored the Titanic and discovered new hydrother-
mal sea floor vents, and Brown hopes the replace-
ment vehicle will open even more new doors for 
scientists.  "Most of the ocean bottom has not been 
explored in any kind of detail," he said.  "We hope 
there will be some exciting things out there for us." 

As for Alvin, which is owned by the Navy and 
operated by WHOI, no decision has been made 
about its future use.
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LMDC	Connections

We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-

ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	text	
and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-093

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

•	 Fax	(please	call	before	sending)	at	work:	(407)	356-
4694;	or	at	home:	(407)	678-5311.

July Meeting

Marine Conservation - Jillian Brueggeman
We had a great speaker for our July 10th meet-

ing.  Fresh from a speaking engagement with the 
Kennedy Space Center Barracudas, we had Jillian 
Brueggeman speaking to us about her experiences 
in the field of ocean conservation.  She's done what 
many of us only dream about.  How would you like 
to work with whales, dolphins, manatees, and fish 
of all sorts in the wild?  She's been there.

Jillian told us about what she has seen and done 
in her work in ocean conservation.  Her presentation 
was entitled “Our Oceans’ Waters Revealed” show-
ing us that everyone can get a foot in the ocean.  
She also brought several books that she has used in 
her research for our review.

Jillian has had a variety of exciting opportuni-
ties to further her research into the field of marine 
conservation.  She is a marine biologist who got her 
degree from Texas A&M, and has been exploring 
the underwater world ever since.  She's done ma-
rine research from Costa Rica, to New Zealand, to 
offshore of Cape Canaveral.  In Costa Rica, she was 
an exchange student gathering information on leath-
erback sea turtles.  In New Zealand, she worked 
with bottlenose dolphins.  She recently worked out 
of Port Canaveral doing research for a consulting 
firm called GeoCet/ECOES.  They are monitoring 

Working with a melonheaded whale that was 
rehabilitating at the Texas Marine Mammal 

Stranding Network

In New Zealand taking pictures to be used in 
photo-ID research of bottlenose dolphins

the environmental impact of underwater drilling and 
construction on marine protected species.  

Her next goal is to pursue a teaching career to 
share her passion with young minds.  Ultimately, 
she’d like to lead a year-round sea camp for chil-
dren and parents to promote ocean conservation.

During her presentation, "Our World's Waters 
Revealed," Jillian enthralled us with her hands-

on interaction with sea turtles, melonheaded 
whales, dolphins, fur seals, and manatees 

around the world.  She also shared her recent 
work monitoring the seismic industry and its 

affect on marine protected species.

http://www.martindiveclub.org
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Upcoming	Events
Aug	14	 Meeting:	Dominica	-	Barbara	Shurman

Aug	�5 Trip:	New	Smyrna	Beach	-	Phil	Carter

Sep	11	 Meeting:	TBD

Sep	�� Trip:	Rainbow	River	-	Kim	Cole

Undercurrent, Online

June 2007

In Praise of Parrotfish: Give your thanks to 
this guy on your next dive because he's saving 
more coral than he eats.  Researchers examined the 
Bahamas' Exuma Cays Park and found the num-
ber of young corals doubled in areas where native 
fish were protected.  Parrotfish were particularly 
important because they eat substantial amounts of 
marauding seaweed that choke coral growth.  Ma-
rine reserves protect fish, but this is the first study to 
show how it can also protect coral reefs.

Get Your Fish Photo on an U.S. Postage 
Stamp: And you don't have to go anywhere. The 
US Postal Service has teamed up with Photo.
Stamps.com to allow you to create 41-cent stamps 
with any image you want (well, no booty, among 
other things).   They're pricey ($18.99 for a sheet 
of 20, but they're fun. Upload any shot you want at   
http://photo.stamps.com/PhotoStamps/learn-more/
real and let that photo of you and a hammerhead 
adorn a letter to your family or friends.

Flotsam and Jetsam, July 2007

Park, Sleep and Fly.  Following up on another 
April article, "The Hidden Costs of Travel," Under-
current reader Bill Shepherd (Satellite Beach, FL) 
suggests divers going on vacation take advantage of 
the "Park, Sleep and Fly" programs at many major 
airports.  You can stay overnight at a designated motel 
or hotel before a flight for a reduced rate, have compli-
mentary breakfasts, use the airport shuttle, and leave 
your car parked in the parking lot for up to 14 days 
free of charge. "We've used motel/hotels in Orlando, 
Fort Lauderdale and Miami without any problems and 
normally save the cost of parking. which can equal the 
overnight lodging fee.” Shepherd says.  More details 
at www.parksleepfly.com

Flotsam and Jetsam, August 2007

Chamber Closes.  St. Mary’s Medical Center in 
West Palm Beach, Florida, discontinued emergency 
hyperbaric chamber services July 1, so anyone bent in 
nearby waters will have to be transported to Miami or 
Orlando.  The chamber was not economically viable 
since many divers it treated had no insurance and the 
physicians overseeing the hyperbaric services did not 
like being on-call without being paid by the hospital.
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