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November Meeting

Fiji Adventures with Linda and Phil Stasik

We'll be gathering at around 6:30 p.m., with 
the evening’s presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.  
Afterwards, we hold our “formal” meeting covering 
CLUB business and member trip reports, followed 

by our great 
door prizes.  

The meet-
ing will be 
at Joe’s Crab 
Shack, which 
is located at 
4601 South 
Semoran 

Boulevard in Orlando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's 
south of SR 408 (the East-West Expressway) on the 
east side of SR 436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

At our November 13th meeting, we 
will hear about and see the adventures 
of Linda and Phil Stasik as they dove 
around Fiji during a recent trip around 
the world!  Please come and experience 
some truly exotic travel and dive expe-
riences through their videos as Linda 
weaves the tale of adventure.  Here’s an 
introduction to the presentation in their words:

Ah, the South Pacific.  Just the sound of 
it brings to mind blue skies, blue water, white 
sand, swaying palms, and for divers, the most 
amazing fish on our planet.  Dreams of the South 
Pacific lead to the famous musical that inspired 
a generation of moviegoers . . . ”I want to wash 
that man right out of my hair…” Remember?

But is it all just a dream, or is it real?  For 
our November meeting, Linda will show you 
what we saw on the first leg of our summer trip 
– the beautiful face of Fiji!

The islands of Fiji, all 332 of them, are 
home to a beautiful race of peaceful Polynesians 
and industrious Indo-Fijians, who together have 
a long and sometimes difficult history.  Humans 
have surely changed the face of Fiji, but nature 

still rules – both above and 
below the waterline.

We were lucky enough 
to get to explore the reefs 
of the Somosomo Straight 
and the adjacent islands of 
Taveuni and Vanua Levu.  
After that, we returned to 
Fiji’s largest island, Viti 
Levu, from which we 
enjoyed a couple of the 
most amazing shark dives 

of our lives.  Ashore, the two of us 
kayaked a river to its head, and fell in 
love with the flying foxes that circled 
overhead.  We then headed out on 
a wonderful week on the Aggressor 
live-aboard ‘Sere-Ni-Wai”.  The word 
“beautiful” is inadequate to describe 
what we experienced.

Returning from sea, we took several days to 
explore Fiji’s biggest city as well as its legend-
ary Coral Coast.  It was all just incredible!  But 
that was just the beginning of our adventure.

If you’d like to catch a glimpse of the South 
Pacific, please come to the November 13th meet-
ing.  Hopefully we’ll take you back to Fiji with 
us, if only for one night.  Is it just a fantasy?  
We’ll let you decide.  See you there!

Phil and Linda Stasik
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2007 Activities
Below is information on several of our planned 

activities.  Please refer to the following schedule 
and trip flyers for further details.

Dive Planning for 2008
Email messages were sent to the membership 

recently asking for input concerning what people 
would like the Club to do in 2008.  The response 
has been underwhelming!  Planning a dive program 
for the Club is very difficult when the membership 
doesn't speak up about what they would like to do. 

Sending me your ideas does not mean you are 
volunteering to be a coordinator, although we need 
trip coordinators.  If you would like to be a coor-
dinator, please say so.  There are a couple of nice 
benefits: you get to run the trip your way (within 
guidelines) and you go for half-price.

Slug Search, Blue Heron Bridge, 
January 26, 2008

In October, we found a warty sidegill slug 
beneath the Blue Heron Bridge, but no one in the 

group had a working camera . . . so no picture (see 
story in this issue).  On January 26, I'm going back 
with a camera to try to find that slug - or its closest 
relative.

The Blue Heron Bridge dive is a very shallow, 
gentle experience - excellent for new or inexpe-
rienced divers.  The trick is you want to be in the 
water at high tide.  On January 26, the high tide is 
predicted for 11:14 a.m., perfect for a day trip from 
Orlando.  There is no charge for the dive, but you 
have to provide all of your own equipment includ-
ing air and weights.  There is a dive shop near the 
bridge where you can rent tanks and other equip-
ment.  If you want to come on the dive, I need to 
know by January 19.

For more information, contact George McGuire 
at (407) 677-4242.

Hunt for Lemon Sharks, 
February 9, 2008

Every year lemon sharks allegedly congregate 
off Jupiter.  Every year I go hunting for them.  I've 
yet to see one.  I think they're kin to the Lock Ness 
monster.  But people insist they really are there and 
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2008 Activity Schedule

Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2007 Activity Schedule

show me pictures.  So, I'll try again on the second 
Saturday afternoon in February.  The price is $57, 
which covers the boat ride and tip.  Please see the 
ad in this issue of the newsletter.  If you want to 
come on this trip, I need your deposit by January 
26.

For more information, contact George McGuire 
at (407) 677-4242.

Cozumel, June 7 - 14, 2008
Seven nights, five days of 2-tank boat dives, 

unlimited shore diving, and all meals at the ever 
popular Scuba Club Cozumel.  Based on 12 divers, 
the price will be $855 each, double occupancy.  This 
does not include airfare.

The airfare is not included because there is no 
cost benefit, and there are multiple advantages to 
allowing people to make their own flight arrange-
ments; these include the possibility to use frequent 
flyer miles, the ability to fly from airports other than 
Orlando, and the ability to charge the flight to your 
credit card.  Please see the ad in this issue of the 

newsletter.  If you want to go, I need your deposit 
by March 31, but don't wait until then to send it.  
This trip will probably sell out fast so send your 
deposit now.

For more information, contact George McGuire 
at (407) 677-4242.

Live Aboard Trip
It has been suggested the Club arrange for a 

live-aboard dive trip.  Live-aboards can be a lot of 
fun, but there is a huge variety in prices, accom-
modations, and itineraries.  Before setting up such 
a trip, I need to know who would be interested.  If 
you think you'd like to go on a live-aboard trip, 
please send me an email at geopatmcg@embarqmail.

com.

George McGuire
Activities Committee Chair

Date Event Contact Partic- 
ipants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total Cost

Nov	10-11 Snorkel with the Manatees
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com	

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453

1� $90 Oct	15 $90

Dec	�	
Sunday

Holiday Party
wendy@maid4u.net	

Wendy	McCleskey
407-�73-6655

40 $�0	mem,	
$�5	guest

Nov	13 $�0	mem,	
$�5	guest

Date Event Contact Partic- 
ipants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total Cost

Jan	�6	
Saturday

Slug search, Blue Heron Bridge
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

$0 Jan	19 $0

Feb	9	
Saturday

Lemon shark hunt, Jupiter
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

8 $�5 Jan	�6
see ad

$57

Jun	7	-	14 Cozumel
Note:	the	price	does	not	include	airfare
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

1� $150 Mar	31
see ad

$855

mailto:mccleskey@e-components.com
mailto:wendy@maid4u.net
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
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January 2007 LMDC shark hunters: Art 
Beaulieu, Eric Davies, and Heidi Camarillo.

Quest for Lemon Sharks
February 9, 2008

Are they myth or reality?  
Legend has it lemon sharks 

congregate off Jupiter in the 
winter.  Some people insist 

they are real.  Some are skep-
tical.  We have searched for 

the elusive lemon sharks every 
year for several years.  We 

haven't seen any, but we have 
had a lot of fun drift diving 
the reefs off Jupiter and din-
ing together afterwards at 

the Crab House.

This winter's quest will take place on 
the afternoon of Saturday, February 9, 
2008.  As usual, we will be using Jupi-
ter Dive Center.  The cost will be $57 

per diver, based on eight divers partici-
pating.  This covers the boat ride for the 
2-tank dive trip, tax, and crew tip.  A 

deposit of $25 is due when you sign up; 
the balance is due no later than Decem-
ber 15, 2007.  Make checks payable to 
George McGuire, and mail them to him 
at 9811 Lake Georgia Drive, Orlando 

FL 32817.
For more information contact George at (407) 677-

4242 or geopatmcg@embarqmail.com.

mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
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Return to Cozumel
June 7 - 14, 2008

It's been almost 4 years since LMDC has 
been to Cozumel.  It's time to go back!
We will be returning to Cozumel and the 
ever-delightful Scuba Club Cozu-
mel on June 7-14, 2008.
The package price per diver is 
$855 based on double occupancy 
and 12 divers going on the trip.  
This pays for seven nights lodg-
ing and all meals at Scuba Club 
Cozumel, five 2-tank boat dives, 
unlimited shore dives, and taxes.  
The price for a non-diver is $700.
The price does NOT include airfare, 
transfers, drinks, tips, or exit fee.  Air-
fare is not included because there is no 
price benefit 
for doing so 
and there 
are multiple 
advantages to 
participants 

booking their airfare themselves.
Deposit: $150 when you sign up, make 
check payable to George McGuire.

Balance due: March 31, 2008.  
This can be paid by check or credit 
card.  George will provide the de-
tails to anyone wishing to use a 
credit card.
Previous experience says this trip 
will sell out.  Don't delay getting 
your deposit to George.
For more information contact George 
McGuire: 9811 Lake Georgia 

Drive, Orlando FL 32817, (407) 677-
4242 or geopatmcg@embarqmail.com.

mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
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Dominica Trip
October 6-13

A small group from LMDC enjoyed a week 
of "eighty-eighty" diving and other adventures in 
Dominica, one of the Windward Islands.  In addi-
tion to me, the travelers were my wife, Patti, Bob 
and Linda Iacovazzi, Andrew Nicholls, and Jeff 
Strickland.

Eighty-eighty diving is a term I learned from 
some Massachusetts divers who were also stay-
ing at the Castle Comfort Lodge.  It means water 
that is warmer than 80 degrees with better than 80 
foot visibility; conditions they long for all the time 
and which certainly describe Dominica.  On even 
the worse day, conditions were better than eighty-
eighty.

Our package included five 2-tank boat dives in 
smooth, warm, clear, virtually current-free water; 
unlimited shore diving in front of the hotel; rooms; 
breakfast; dinner; and airport transfers.  Other 
interesting activities were available for additional 
money and included night diving, whale watch-
ing, mountain hiking, sight seeing, riding an aerial 
tram through the rainforest, swimming in the Ti Tou 
Gorge, and soaking in the thermal pools at Trafalgar 
Falls.

The whale watching trip was a boat ride to view 
the resident sperm whales that live in the waters just 
off the Caribbean side of Dominica.  The boat came 
and went from our hotel's dock.  The captain used 
home-made sonar to determine the whales' location.  
He took us very close and shut off the engine so 
we could drift among them.  At one point, a whale 
swam directly under the boat.

Dominica is a very mountainous volcanic island 
that still has live thermal activity, which makes for 
some interesting sightseeing and unusual experi-
ences.  One such is Ti Tou Gorge.

Ti Tou is a very narrow gorge with a small river 
that completely fills its bottom.  The gorge is so nar-
row there are places where sunlight never reaches 
the bottom.  You enter the river, which is about the 
same temperature as our local rivers, and swim 
upstream against the slight current to a waterfall.  
After you've climbed the sides of the gorge near 
the waterfall, jumped into the deep pool at its base 
and allowed the waterfall to pummel your back for 
awhile, you drift back to where you started.  At this 
point there is a small hot water waterfall that feels 
so good!

Trafalgar Falls is close and consists of two gor-
geous high waterfalls called Papa and Mama.  At 
the base of Papa there is a deliciously warm pool of 
mineral water to soak in.

Dominica was a very pleasant place where the 
diving was especially easy.  It would be a particu-
larly good destination for junior divers, someone 
new to diving, or anyone wanting a relaxing diving 
vacation.

My Dominica pictures are on the web at: http://
octoeight.smugmug.com.  Look for the gallery en-
titled "Dominica, October 2007."

George McGuire

http://octoeight.smugmug.com
http://octoeight.smugmug.com
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Palm Beach Drift and 
Muck Dive 

October 20

On Saturday morning the water was warm 
(84 degrees according to my computer) off Palm 
Beach, and the current was flowing strongly when 
we dropped onto the Governor’s Walk wrecks.   We 
(Sigornee Colby, Don Russ, and me) zipped to the 
first wreck and explored the portion of it that was 
in the current shadow for a few minutes.  Then we 
swam out into the current and were zipped to the 

second wreck.  More explora-
tion was followed by a quick 
ride to the third wreck.  By 
the time we were finished 
exploring the third wreck, it 
was time to surface.  For our 
second dive, we dove South 
Double Ledge, where we 
allowed the current to sweep 
us along for a fun ride.  The 
maximum depth of the two 
dives was 89 feet.

Saturday afternoon, we 
spent an hour and a half div-
ing the gentle and shallow (no 
more than 20 feet deep) water 
below the Blue Heron Bridge.  

We saw many interesting creatures and several 
wrecked sailboats (likely laid there by Hurricane 
Wilma).  One of the creatures we found was a warty 
sidegill slug (pleurobranchus areolatus), the only 
pleurobranchus I’ve seen in Florida or Caribbean 
waters.  Unfortunately, I don’t have a picture of it 
because I was diving without a camera.  My hous-
ing leaked in Dominica, and it’s at Ikelite for repair.

George McGuire

Photos by Sigornee Colby
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LMDC at Fantasy Fest 
October 26 - 28

As is our tradition, we once again attended Fan-
tasy Fest in Key West. Fantasy Fest is Key West's 
annual Halloween street festival - similar to Mardi 
Gras with a Key West flair.  This year, we took 20 
LMDC members and friends, and marked the 15th 
year that we have carried the banner to lead the 
parade down Duvall Street.  

We stayed at the beautiful Sugar Loaf Lodge, 
which has an incredible backdoor view across the 
bay, and still has the charm of the Keys the way 
they used to be.  Sugar Loaf Lodge has a nice 
restaurant, a hopping Tiki Bar, and is home to an 
air strip and a very interesting (but failed) attempt 
to control mosquitoes with an enormous bat house.  
But, the real fun is on the streets of Key West, 17 
miles to the west

As always, the streets were packed with party 
revelers, and a good time was had by all.  Most of 
our group arrived in time to enjoy Friday night's 
Masquerade March and Street Fair.  It is hard to go 
wrong when there are tens of thousands of party-
happy people in the streets, vendors selling food and 
drinks on every corner, and the warm breeze of Key 
West where the Gulf meets the Atlantic.  It is hard 
to stay together as a group, so we have a plan to 
regroup at set times throughout the night.  Around 
midnight on Friday a heavy rainstorm drove most 
everyone either into one of the many bars on Duvall 
Street, or back to their hotel rooms.

Saturday morning, we had breakfast at the 
Sugarloaf Lodge restaurant and took over the Tiki 
Bar, for our own Bloody Mary party and to look at 
pictures and tell tall tales from the night before.  It 
is always amazing that everyone has seen or experi-
enced something different from everyone else, so it 
is fun swapping stories

Saturday afternoon, everyone headed back into 
the party zone, some wearing costumes, others just 
enjoying the costumes of others.  One noteworthy 
costume we saw in Key West, was a person dressed 
as a pile of trash.  He (or she?) would crouch next to 
a trash can or street corner and it was impossible to 
tell there was a person inside.  When he would stand 
up and shuffle to the next crouching spot, people 
nearby would jump in surprise because it looked 
so much like a pile of trash.  Of course there are 
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also people very scantily clad in their costumes that 
often consist of nothing but body paint! 

The main event of the 10-day long festival is the 
Saturday night Captain Morgan Twilight Fantasy 
Parade, winding through the streets of Key West, 
and finally up Duvall Street, where the crowds are 
waiting for the 70+ parade floats, the Grand Mar-
shall, the Captain Morgan float with Captain Mor-
gan himself and his "Morganettes".  The beginning 
of the parade is signified by the arrival of the official 
Fantasy Fest parade banner carried by, you guessed 
it, the Lockheed Martin Dive Club.  The whole 
parade march probably lasts about 2 hours, and each 
of us probably gets our picture taken thousands of 
times by all the excited attendees, who are packed 
like sardines along the sidewalks, as we leisurely 
stroll right down the middle of the street.

Mike and Parade Coordiantor Judy Bradford

The wizard, John Stevens

Captain Mike and the "Morganettes"

Pile-of-Trash Man

Fantasy Fest is quite the experience and if you 
have never participated, I highly recommend it.  I 
have already have our reservations made for next 
year . . . 

Capt Mike
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LMDC	Connections

We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-

ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	
text	and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-93

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

October Meeting

2008 Activity Planning
Our October 9th meeting focused on the plans 

for our activities coming up in 2008.  Everone 
chimed in and helped us develop our most interest-
ing and comprehensive array of diving opportunities 
yet.  

Using the initial calendar from a preliminary 
planning meeting, we plotted an exciting array of 
dive opportunities.  Since our Activity Committee 
Chairman, George McGuire, wasn’t able to attend 
the meeting (off in Dominica!), our Vice President, 
Barbara Shurman, lead the discussion about 2008 
plans.

In addition to the Activity planning, Chuck 
Brown showed us a video he and Terry Keeney pro-
duced about the September Rainbow River trip.

Member News

Congratulations to long-time members, Grace 
and Phil Hampton, on their 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary, November 9th!

Member News

Pirates Mike and Torey McCleskey tangle with 
dangerous mermaids.

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:paskert@lmco.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Upcoming	Events
Nov	13	 Meeting:	Fiji	-	Linda	Stasik

Dec	� Holiday Party -	Wendy	McCleskey

Jan	�6	 Trip:	Slug	Search,	Blue	Heron	Bridge	-	George	McGuire

Hello Dive Enthusiasts,

It will soon be Fall, so "Show off your Colors" 
with a Lockheed Martin Dive 
Club polo shirt, T-shirt, or tank top.  
Our stock of these shirts is running a 
little low, so I am in the  process of 
getting some new ones made.  So that 
I get the right size and color ordered, 
let me know what you would like and 
we'll make sure we get it for you.  

The adjacent photo shows the 
polo shirt with the Club logo em-
broidered on it; the T's and tanks will 
have the logo screen printed on front 
and back, so other divers will know 
you are a diver from the best club in 
the South, both coming and going!  

Please let me know via email or phone what 
you would like, and I'll get the order going.  Let me 
know size, color, quantity, and women’s or men's 

style on the polos.  

Polos: $25 each; color: grey, stone 
(shown) or court green

T's: $13 each; color: grey, white

Tanks: $10 each; color: white

Contact me at al.f.wileden@lmco.

com or fwileden@cfl.rr.com; or phone: 
(407) 356-8954 office or (407) 971-
8525 home.

Looking forward to hearing from 
you! 

Al Wileden
Merchandise Chairman

Shirts, Shirts, and More Shirts

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:fwileden@cfl.rr.com

