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January Meeting

Indonesia with George McGuire

We'll be gathering at around 6:30 p.m., with 
the evening’s presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.  
Afterwards, we hold our “formal” meeting covering 
CLUB business and member trip reports, followed 

by our great 
door prizes.  

The meet-
ing will be 
at Joe’s Crab 
Shack, which 
is located at 
4601 South 
Semoran 

Boulevard in Orlando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's 
south of SR 408 (the East-West Expressway) on the 
east side of SR 436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

The entertainment for the January 8th meeting 
will be a slide show of George McGuire’s pictures 
from his Indonesia trip in September (actually only 
about 10% of the more than 3,200 pictures he came 
home with).

Have you seen a mythological tiger?  A seahorse 
smaller than a person's thumbnail?  Been eyeball-to-
eyeball with a real live dragon?  Seen nudibraches 
beyond counting?

George McGuire and Eric Davies saw these 
things and more during their trip to Indonesia in 
September.  A trip that saw them diving in the Java 
Sea and Komodo National Park from a wooden 
motor-sailer live-aboard dive boat and doing shore-
based diving in the muck of the Lembeh Strait.
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2008 Activities
Below is information on several of our planned 

activities.  Please refer to the following schedule 
and trip flyers for further details and contact infor-
mation.

Fellow Dive Enthusiasts,

As we close out the 2007 year, I know the Club 
had a lot of great diving this year!  And LOOK at 
the upcoming dives for 2008!  Wow, we have got 
some great stuff coming up; I seem to have “land-
ed” for a little while, so I am hopeful that I will 
finally get in some dives with the Club as well as 
make the next few meetings (for those of you who 
have forgotten what I look like)! 

We have some great speakers lined up already 
for 2008. I am always open to suggestions from the 
Club members, so if you have a topic you would 
like to present at a meeting, or something specific 
you would like to have us get a guest speaker about, 
please let me know. 

Thanks,

Cherie

President's Column

Dive Planning

There are several events on the calendar for 
2008, some of them are trips we've not recently 
attempted . . . for example, we're offering a trip fo-
cused on spear fishing, sailing the Virgin Islands in 
a catamaran live-aboard, and going to North Caro-
lina to dive wrecks off Cape Hatteras.  All of these 
and more are possible this year.

As busy as our schedule is, we could add more 
adventures.  Wouldn't it be nice if we had at least 
two dive offerings every month?  But to have more 
offerings, we need more trip coordinators.  It's not a 
hard job, and you'll be mentored through it.  If you 
would like to be a coordinator, please say so.  There 
are a couple of nice benefits: you get to run the trip 
your way (within guidelines), and you go for half-
price.
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EPCOT DiveQuest, January 13

This was a big hit last winter.  We sent three 
groups to dive EPCOT's DiveQuest.  We're going to 
do it again on Sunday, January 13.

Ginnie Springs Camping and Diving, 
January 18-20

We've a long tradition of winter camping and 
diving at Ginnie Springs.  The water's warm this 
time of year.  (Actually it's the same temperature 
year-round; it just feels warmer in the winter be-
cause the air's cooler.)

Slug Search, Blue Heron Bridge, January 
26

In October, we found a warty sidegill slug 
beneath the Blue Heron Bridge, but no one in the 
group had a working camera - so no picture.  In 
January, I'm going back with a camera to try to find 
that slug - or its closest relative.

The Blue Heron Bridge dive is a very shallow 
gentle experience; excellent for new or inexperi-
enced divers.  The trick is you want to be in the 
water at high tide.  On January 26, the high tide is 
predicted for late morning, perfect for a day trip 
from Orlando.  There is no charge for the dive, but 
you have to provide all of your own equipment 
including air and weights.  There is a dive shop 
near the bridge where you can rent tanks and other 
equipment.  If you want to come on the dive, I need 
to know by January 19.

Hunt for Lemon Sharks, February 9

Every year lemon sharks allegedly congregate 
off Jupiter.  Every year I go hunting for them.  I've 
yet to see one.  I think they're kin to the Lock Ness 
monster.  But people insist they really are there and 
show me pictures.  So, I'll try again on the second 
Saturday afternoon in February.

Spear Fishing, March 8

This is something we haven't tried in a while, a 
trip focused on spear fishing.  But don't worry, you 
don't have to spear fish if you don't want to.  The 
trip is open to everyone.  If you want to try spear 
fishing but don't know anything about it, lessons are 
available.

Long Weekend in the Bahamas,  
April 18-20

Another new event for us.  We'll use the Dis-
covery ferry from Ft. Lauderdale to get to and from 
Grand Bahama.  That way we can dive as much 
as we like and not have to worry about the surface 
interval before flying.

Cozumel, June 7 - 14

Seven nights, five days of 2-tank boat dives, 
unlimited shore diving, and all meals at the ever 
popular Scuba Club Cozumel.  Based on 12 divers, 
the price will be $855 each, double occupancy.  This 
does not include airfare.

This trip has already sold out so names are be-
ing taken for a second group.  If you want to go, 
you best hurry and sign-up.  The second group will 
probably sell out too.

Key Largo Weekends, July 3-6 and 
August 8-10

Two weekend opportunities to stay in a luxury 
condo and dive the reefs and wrecks off Key Largo.  
The area offers reputedly the finest diving in the 
contiguous United States.

Cape Hatteras wrecks, August 22-24

This trip is under consideration.  Would you 
like to go?  IMPORTANT: If you would like to go, 
please contact George McGuire at 407-677-4242.  
We need an idea of who would be interested in the 
trip to guide the planning.

Virgin Islands Live-aboard Trip, 
September 6-14

Talk about dream trips!  A week of diving and 
sailing in the British Virgin Islands on a catamaran 
live-aboard.  For more information, contact Bill 
Fidler at 972-467-8314 or 407-658-4797.

Lead times and cut-off dates.

All trips have cut-off dates (see the schedule and 
ads) that are driven by the lead times required for 
commitments and reservations.  If you want to go 
on a trip, you need to contact the coordinator before 
the cut-off date.  If too few people sign up by the 
cut-off date, the trip will probably be cancelled.
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2008 Activity Schedule

Date Event Contact Partic- 
ipants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total Cost

Jan	13
Sunday

EPCOT DiveQuest
Ecarr3@cfl.rr.com

Edith	Carr
3�1-��9-9394

1� $90 Dec	31
see ad

$90

Jan	18-�0 Ginnie Springs Camping and Diving
rmcnatt@cfl.rr.com

Bob	McNatt
407-376-3679
407-366-0664

$0 Jan	1
see ad

$0

Jan	�6	
Saturday

Slug Search, Blue Heron Bridge
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

$0 Jan	19	
see ad

$0

Feb	9	
Saturday

Lemon Shark Hunt, Jupiter
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

8 $�5 Jan	16
see ad

$57

Mar	8
Saturday

Spear Fishing Trip, Palm Beach
wfidler@divingforfun.com

Bill	Fidler
407-658-4797
97�-467-8314

8 $50 Jan	�6
see ad

$50

Apr	18-�0 Grand Bahama Diving Weekend
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

8 $100 Jan	16
see ad

$600

Jun	7	-	14 Cozumel
Note:	the	price	does	not	include	airfare
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

1� $150 Mar	31
see ad

$855

Jun	�1 Venice Beach Shark Teeth Hunt
wfidler@divingforfun.com

Bill	Fidler
407-658-4797
97�-467-8314

TBD TBD TBD

Jul	3-6 Key Largo Diving, 3 days geopatmcg@
embarqmail.com

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

8 $�30 Apr	10 $465

Aug	8-10 Key Largo Diving, 2 days
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

8 $165 May	13 $335

Aug	��-�4 Cape Hatteras Wrecks
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com

George	McGuire
407-677-4�4�

TBD TBD TBD

Sep	6-14 British Virgin Islands Live-aboard
wfidler@divingforfun.com

Bill	Fidler
407-658-4797
97�-467-8314

8 $150 Mar	1 $1,4�5

October Fantasy Fest, Key West
mike.mccleskey@e-components.com 

Mike	McCleskey
407-808-6453

TBD TBD TBD

Nov Snorkel with the Manatees TBD TBD TBD

December Holiday Party
wendy@maid4u.net

Wendy	McCleskey
407-�73-6655

40 $0 Nov	30 $�5,		
est

mailto:Ecarr3@cfl.rr.com
mailto:rmcnatt@cfl.rr.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
mailto:wfidler@divingforfun.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
mailto:wfidler@divingforfun.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
mailto:wfidler@divingforfun.com
mailto:mccleskey@e-components.com
mailto:wendy@maid4u.net
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Ginnie Springs Camping and Diving
January 18 - 20

Come on and let's get together at Ginnie Springs Park in beautiful North Florida!  
Tent, truck bed, or camper; it doesn't matter, nothing's better than camping out under 
the stars with good company and cold, adult libations around an open fire.

This park offers a lot.  There are seven - count 'em, seven - springs on the property 
and one of Florida's prettiest rivers (the Santa Fe) running along one border of the 
park.  Three of the springs (Dogwood, Twin, and Deer springs) are lovely little swim-
ming holes.  Not much for diving, but the 
kids can have a great time swimming and 
catching bream.  The spring that the park 
is named after is the only cavern dive on 
the property - available day and night 
to Open Water divers - and is one of the 
most visited sites in Florida.  Little Devil, 
Devil's Eye, and Devil's Ear are advanced 
cave dives.  The park rents tubes, canoes, 

and kayaks for 2 hours, half day, or full day.  They have a complete dive 
shop, including rentals, air, and Nitrox.  There is a nice bathhouse near the 
sites with hot showers, a playground downhill from the sites for the kids, 
and a sand volleyball court.  Each site comes with a picnic bench, a grill, 
water, and electricity.

Remember, the water temperature is 72°F ±1° year round, so bring a wet suit.

There is no Club charge for this trip.

The coordinator will make the reservations for our group.  Partici-
pants will pay Ginnie Springs individually based on the following:

Costs for camping and fun for the weekend are:

Ages 7 through 14: $6, per child

Ages 15 through 62:  $18, per person

Electric and Water: $7, per site, per night

Camping fees include the day you arrive and until 7:00 PM the next 
day.  Camping fees include daily admission but do not include the 7% 
Florida State sales tax.  The fee for diving for the day is $30.

All other rentals and info about the park can be viewed at: http://www.ginniespringsoutdoors.com/fees.html.

To sign up for the trip, contact Bob McNatt at (407) 376-2679 or (407) 366-0664 or rmcnatt@cfl.rr.com no later than 
January 1.

http://www.ginniespringsoutdoors.com/fees.html
mailto:rmcnatt@cfl.rr.com
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Blue Heron Bridge Dive
or

Search for the Warty Sidegill Slug
Riviera Beach, Saturday, January 26, 2008

One of the best beach dives we 
have in Florida is the area be-
neath the Blue Heron Boule-
vard Bridge in Riviera Beach.  
Access to the water is across 
the beach beneath the bridge in Phil 
Foster Park.  This is the website for the 
Park: http://www.pbcgov.com/parks/philfoster

I was diving there in October and 
found a Warty Sidegill Slug 
(pleurobranchus areolatus), 
the only one I’ve ever seen.  
But I don’t have a picture 
because my camera was be-
ing repaired, and my dive buddy was 
out of film.  I have to go back, find that 
slug, and take its picture!  You’re in-
vited to join me.

When: Saturday, January 26, 2008
Where: Phil Foster Park, at the beach 
beneath the bridge
Time: Be there by 10:15 AM
Cost: $0.00
What to Bring: Everything you think you 
will need, including air (one tank).  Tanks 

and other equipment are available for rent from a dive 
shop near the park; let me know if you will want to 
rent one of their tanks (they charge $10).
Food:  If you want some, bring it.  Or we can go to a 
local restaurant after diving.

Facilities and Rules:  Phil Foster Park 
is a very nice county park with all the 
usual county park facilities and rules 
– check the website for more informa-
tion.
Important for coordination: If you 
want to join the trip, tell me before 

January 19; and give me the email address you want 
me to use.  On January 23 or 24, I will send an email 
to all who have signed up confirming the trip. 
Coordinator: George McGuire, (407) 677-4242 and 
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com

http://www.pbcgov.com/parks/philfoster
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
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January 2007 LMDC shark hunters: Art 
Beaulieu, Eric Davies, and Heidi Camarillo.

Quest for Lemon Sharks
February 9, 2008

Are they myth or reality?  
Legend has it lemon sharks 

congregate off Jupiter in the 
winter.  Some people insist 

they are real.  Some are skep-
tical.  We have searched for 

the elusive lemon sharks every 
year for several years.  We 

haven't seen any, but we have 
had a lot of fun drift diving 
the reefs off Jupiter and din-
ing together afterwards at 

the Crab House.

This winter's quest will take place on 
the afternoon of Saturday, February 
9, 2008.  As usual, we will be using 

Jupiter Dive Center.  The cost will be 
$57 per diver, based on eight divers 

participating.  This covers the boat ride 
for the 2-tank dive trip, tax, and crew 
tip.  A deposit of $25 is due when you 

sign up; the balance is due no later than 
January 16.  Make checks payable to 

George McGuire, and mail them to him 
at 9811 Lake Georgia Drive, Orlando 

FL 32817.
For more information contact George at  

(407) 677-4242 or geopatmcg@embarqmail.com.

mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
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Where: Riviera Beach Marina in West Palm Beach, 
about 2.5 - 3 hours southeast of Orlando. 

You have an option of either a 2-tank morning 
dive OR a 2-tank afternoon dive OR both.  Any 
certified driver can go on this trip.  The trip is set-up 
for spear fishing, but if you do NOT want to spear 
fish then bring your camera and take photos.  Any-
one wanting to spear fish is required to be expe-
rienced in spear fishing; dive with a computer; 
and be Advanced, Deep, 
and Nitrox certified.   If 
you are a spear fishing 
novice, no problem!  You 
can still go on the trip and 
spear fish.  Just participate 
in an introductory spear 
fishing course at your local 
dive shop.  The course should teach you boat safety, 
spear fishing safety, rules and regulations, types 
of spear guns, spear heads, equipment, tips, and 
techniques.  If your local dive shop does not offer a 
spear fishing course, then contact Bill Fidler and he 
can offer an introductory spear fishing course (no 
certification).  His course is taught on a weekend 
day or in the evening, lasts approximately 2 hours, 
and costs $20.  

Dive Operator: We will be diving with Ocean 
Quest Scuba (www.oceanquestscuba.com) on their 
30-ft Island Hopper dive boat named Sandy's Sun-
day.  The minimum group 
size is 2, and the maximum 
group size is 8.  Space 
fills up quickly, so sign up 
NOW! 

Departure Times: 8:30 
AM and 1:30 PM.  

You should arrive at least 1/2 hour before 
departure time and unload your personal gear and 
complete release forms.  On all dives there will 
be drinking water, soft drinks, snacks, fresh water 
rinse, shampoo and conditioner, defog, game cooler, 

customized spear gun rack, lobster snare rack, and 
extra hard and soft weights for your convenience.

Cost for 2-tank Dive: $50, NOT including tanks, 
weights, or personal dive equipment.

Tanks Available: The dive operator has 80 cu. 
ft. tanks available.  Air: $7.50/tank, Nitrox (up to 
36%): $12.50/tank. 

Deposit: Payment in full is due at sign-up.  The 
sign-up deadline is Tuesday, February 12, 2008.  
Checks should be made payable to William Fidler 
and sent to him at 14379 Rockledge Grove Court, 
Orlando FL 32828. 

Fishing License: You must have a valid Florida 
Saltwater Fishing License, which you can purchase 
online or at an agency store.  Consult a license agent 
for purchasing and exemptions to licensing require-
ments or visit www.myfwc.com. 

Lodging: NOT included in the trip price.  There are 
several motels in the area to choose from. I suggest 
the Super 8 Motel. I have stayed there on several 
occasions, and the accommodations were quite 
nice.  For reservations call (800) 872-4858 or (561) 
848-1188. Mention you are a scuba diver to receive 
special discounted diver's rates. Their location is: 
I-95, Exit 76, 4112 West Blue Heron Boulevard, 
Riviera Beach FL 33404.

Contact: William (Bill) Fidler, Ofc: 407-658-4797, 
cell: 972-467-8314, wfidler@divingforfun.com.

http://www.oceanquestscuba.com
http://www.myfwc.com
mailto:wfidler@divingforfun.com
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Long Weekend in the Bahamas
April 18 - 20, 2008

Take a leisurely cruise to the Bahamas, dive until you drop, and 
then leisurely cruise back to Florida.  What could be better?

Payment schedule: $100 due at sign-up' by January 
16, 2008.  Balance due February 29, 2008.

Coordinator: George McGuire,  
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com, 407-677-4242

Make your check payable to George McGuire, and 
mail it to him at 9811 Lake Georgia Dr., Orlando 
FL 32817

The cost for this marvelous weekend is $600 
per diver based on eight divers and double 
occupancy.  That includes the ferry cost, two 
nights at the Xanadu Beach Resort, round-
trip transfers between the port and the 
hotel, two 2-tank morning dives, one night 
dive, one shark dive, round-trip transfers 
between the hotel and the dive shop, and all 
taxes.  It does NOT include tips, transporta-
tion between Orlando and Ft. Lauderdale, 
Ft. Lauderdale parking or hotels, or food.

We’ll board the Discovery Cruise 
Lines’ "Discovery" in Ft. Lauderdale 
and cruise to Grand Bahama Island 
on Friday, April 18, 2008.  "Discovery" 
sails from Ft. Lauderdale every day at 
7:45 AM and arrives in Grand Bahama 
at 1:00 PM.  Then we transfer to the 
Xanadu Beach Resort, where we will 
stay Friday and Saturday night.  

We’ll be diving with Xanadu Undersea 
Adventures: 

Friday, a night dive

Saturday, a 2-tank morning dive and 
an afternoon shark dive. 

Sunday, a 2-tank morning dive.

Later Sunday, we’ll board Discovery 
for the return trip.  No need to worry 
about post-dive surface interval before 
flying!  Discovery leaves Grand Ba-
hama at 4:45 PM and arrives in Ft. 
Lauderdale at 10:00 PM.

mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
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Return to Cozumel
June 7 - 14, 2008

It's been almost 4 years since LMDC has been 
to Cozumel.  It's time to go back!

We will be returning to Cozumel and the 
ever-delightful Scuba Club Cozu-
mel on June 7-14, 2008.

The package price per diver is 
$855 based on double occupancy 
and 12 divers going on the trip.  
This pays for seven nights lodg-
ing and all meals at Scuba Club 
Cozumel, five 2-tank boat dives, 
unlimited shore dives, transfers 
between the airport and hotel, and 
taxes.  The price for a non-diver is $700.

The price does NOT include airfare, drinks, 
tips, or exit 
fee.  Airfare 
is not includ-
ed because 
there is no 
price benefit 
for doing so 

and there are multiple advantages to par-
ticipants booking their airfare themselves.

Deposit: $150 when you sign up, make 
check payable to George McGuire.

Balance due: March 31, 2008.

We have sold out the initial group 
and are taking names for a second 
group, which is also expected to 
sell out.  Don't delay getting your 
deposit to George.
For more information contact George Mc-
Guire: 9811 Lake Georgia Drive, Orlando 

FL 32817, (407) 677-4242 or  
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com.

mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
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Holiday Party 2007

All the divers from LockMart liked Christmas a lot! 

For they met to change fish presents and share rare roast beast. 

On this one night a year, every gift was a fish, 

and the fish toured the room during the holiday feast.

There were fish picture frames, slippers, platters and beer, 

fish candles, photo albums, wine stoppers and nut dishes, 

a desk set, coffee mugs, a pirate coconut, some rum, and a flashlight, 

but the gifts wanted most of all, by the tall and the small,  

were a giant fish platter and some martini glasses that just wouldn’t stall. 

Nancy gets a good one

Terry takes the martini glasses from Jim

Chuck goes in for the kill

The crowd anticipates the inventive and 
creative marine gifts to come
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So my Grinch poetry is bad, but a fine time was had by all.  Magical Meal-
time provided a wonderful private meeting space with delicious appetizers and 
dinner.  We even had a gold Santa chair to open presents in!  The gift exchange 
was fast and furious, with many of the presents going around the room so 
many times we all got dizzy.

Happy New Year to All! 

Wendy McCleskey
Treasurer, Membership Chair, (and for some reason) Holiday Party Planner

Mike on the 'throne'
Art gets the Hawaiian beer

Grace loves to open gifts What is it?

Ooooo . . . 
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LMDC	Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	your	
text	and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-93

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

November Meeting

Fiji Adventures with Linda and Phil Stasik
At our November 13th meeting, 

we heard about and saw the adventures 
of Linda and Phil Stasik as they dove 
around Fiji during a recent trip around 
the world!  We experienced some truly 
exotic travel and dive experiences 
through their videos as Linda wove the 
tale of adventure.  Here’s a summary of 
the presentation in their words:

Ah, the South Pacific.  Just the sound of 
it brings to mind blue skies, blue water, white 
sand, swaying palms, and for divers, the most 
amazing fish on our planet.  Dreams of the South 
Pacific lead to the famous musical that inspired 
a generation of moviegoers . . . ”I want to wash 
that man right out of my hair…” Remember?

But is it all just a dream, or is it real?  For 
our November meeting, Linda will show you 
what we saw on the first leg of our summer trip 
– the beautiful face of Fiji!

The islands of Fiji, all 332 of them, are 
home to a beautiful race of peaceful Polynesians 
and industrious Indo-Fijians, who together have 
a long and sometimes difficult history.  Humans 
have surely changed the face of Fiji, but nature 

still rules – both above and 
below the waterline.

We were lucky enough 
to get to explore the reefs 
of the Somosomo Straight 
and the adjacent islands of 
Taveuni and Vanua Levu.  
After that, we returned to 
Fiji’s largest island, Viti 
Levu, from which we 
enjoyed a couple of the 
most amazing shark dives 

of our lives.  Ashore, the two of us 
kayaked a river to its head, and fell in 
love with the flying foxes that circled 
overhead.  We then headed out on 
a wonderful week on the Aggressor 
live-aboard ‘Sere-Ni-Wai”.  The word 
“beautiful” is inadequate to describe 
what we experienced.

Returning from sea, we took several days to 
explore Fiji’s biggest city as well as its legend-
ary Coral Coast.  It was all just incredible!  But 
that was just the beginning of our adventure.

Phil and Linda Stasik

Kim, Gene, and Warren with their way-cool door 
prizes, donated by Joe's Crab Shack

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:paskert@lmco.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Upcoming	Events
Jan	8	 Meeting:	Indonesia	-	George	McGuire

Jan	18-�0	 Trip:	Ginnie	Springs	Camping	and	Diving	-	Bob	McNatt

Jan	�6	 Trip:	Slug	Search,	Blue	Heron	Bridge	-	George	McGuire

Feb	9	 Trip:	Jupiter	Lemon	Sharks	-	George	McGuire

Feb	1�	 Meeting:	TBD	-	TBD

From the Internet (thanks, Wendy)

And the Winner of the 2007 
Freakiest Fish Contest Is . . .
The polls are closed, the votes are tallied and the 

winner is (drum roll please): the red lipped batfish! 
No word if this bottom dweller is doing the Time 
Warp on the sea floor in celebration of the win, but 
one thing's for sure, the fish with the crimson kisser 
would be a shoo-in for the aquatic rendition of the 
Rocky Horror Picture Show.

Also known as the Galapagos batfish, this odd-
ball is a poor swimmer that spends an abundance 
of time "walking" on its pectoral fins.  In addition 

to its freaky walking ability, its body is covered in 
gnarled lumps, so it's no wonder this warm water 
species looks like it's wearing lipstick -- how else 
could it get a date?

It was a close competition with creatures like 
the patagonian toothfish, the phantom anglerfish, 
and the wretched, fearsome tubeworm fighting the 
good fight through the final stretch. But in the end 
the red lipped batfish prevailed.

Article thanks to the Oceana oganization 
(oceana.org), which campaigns to protect and re-
store the world's oceans.  Their teams of marine 
scientists, economists, lawyers and advocates 
win specific and concrete policy changes to 
reduce pollution and to prevent the irreversible 
collapse of fish populations, marine mammals 
and other sea life.  Global in scope, Oceana has 
campaigners based in North America, Europe, 
and South America.  More than 300,000 mem-
bers and e-activists in over 150 countries have 
already joined Oceana.

http://www.martindiveclub.org

