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January Meeting

We'll be gathering at 6:30 p.m., with the eve-
ning’s presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Af-
terwards, we hold our “formal” meeting covering 
CLUB business and member trip reports, followed 
by our great door prizes.  

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

Yap and Palau - George McGuire
Join us at our January 13th meeting to travel 

with George McGuire to the islands of Yap and 
Palau in the far western Pacific.  See pictures of 
sharks, manta rays, stone money, native dancers, 
remnants from the battle of Peleliu (one of the 
bloodiest of World War II), many kinds of butter-
flyfish, three kinds of color shifting unicornfish, a 
minute baby spadefish, and the vaguely familiar 
and imposing capitol of one of the world’s smallest 
countries.  All this and more in a slideshow presen-
tation at our January meeting.

See ‘Yap and Palau’, page 3
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Your Club Leadership

President's Column
Hello fellow dive enthusiasts!

I'd like to start off this month's letter by wishing 
everyone a Happy New Year and hoping everyone 
has had a happy and safe holiday season.  I know 
our own Club holiday party started off the season 
and was filled with good eats and lively (and a little 
chilly) fun.  Thanks, Wendy, for putting it all to-
gether.  I know everyone had a great time.  We look 
forward to next year's party. 

This seems like a good time to look back at 
what we have accomplished this year and make 
sure we continue the things that work well and try 
to see how we can improve the things that didn't 
go exactly as we planned.  It certainly has been an 
interesting year.  In looking back at the past year's 
activities, it was wonderful to see the diversity of 
events we were able to offer Club members.  I am 
proud to say we, along with our sister club, the Ken-
nedy Space Center Barracudas, arranged activities 
that ran the gamut from international diving trips to 
beautiful islands like Bonaire to local activities for 
Club members and their family and friends.  Some 
of the activities we were able to bring non club 
members on were the Manatee Snorkel trip, Fantasy 
Fest, and the Holiday Party.  It's a real pleasure to 
see everyone enjoying themselves at these outings.  

We have had some very informative and edu-
cational speakers at our monthly meetings.  The 
speakers have shown us some sides of diving that 
we don't always understand or get a chance to per-
sonally experience like the cave diving information 
Daniel Jimenez gave us in September.  In October, 
Dr. Alex Brylske from DAN lead us through a div-
ing safety seminar.  Some other speakers just simply 
wet our appetites to get into the water with presen-
tations on their own recent dive excursions.  We 
need to thank each and every one of them for giving 
up their time and putting forth the effort to create a 
presentation.  Specifically I'd like to thank George 
McGuire and Phil Hampton for some fantastic trip 
presentations and also the "team" of Chuck Brown 
and Terry Keeney for their extensive dive produc-
tions.  I can't wait to see the next one!  

We also managed to get our new Website up 
and running.  We are still looking to make other 
enhancements, but the initial site has been upgraded 
and if you have been out to look at it, I'm sure you 
will agree it's much improved over the old one.  
Thanks to everyone for their ideas about setting up 
the new site and a special thanks to Stuart Gibson, 
our webmaster, for helping us pull it all together.

Looking forward to 2009?  Our Activity Chair 
and committee members put together a schedule for 

Committee Chairs
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See ‘Jim’, page 3
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2009 Activities
Below is the 2009 schedule and the start of the 

2009 activity schedule.  Please refer to the follow-
ing schedule for further details and contact informa-
tion.

Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2008 & 2009 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Partic- 

ipants
Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

�009 Watch this space in January for trips to 
springs, southeast Florida, Keys, live-
aboards, international, Ocean Fest, Tampa 
Bay aquariums, etc.

Marie	Frank	
marie.s.frank@lmco.
com

Jun	6-13 Grenadines	-	One	spot	left!!!	
Wind	Dancer	Livaboard

Beth	Shaffer	-	KSC	
3�1-453-65��	
bbshaffr@aol.com

10 $500 TBD $1595

Jul	�9	-	30 West	Palm	Beach	
Mini	Lobster	Season

John	Lawlor	-	KSC	
3�1-459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

TBD TBD TBD

Sep	�6	-		
Oct	3

Bonaire	I Max	Farley	-	KSC	
3�1-45�-1435
maxfarley@cfl.rr.com

16 $300	
Now

Jul	1 $1500

Sep	�6	-		
Oct	3

Bonaire	II Max	Farley	-	KSC 8 $450	
Now

Jul	1 $��50

For more information on dive trips by the KSC Barracudas Dive Club, please see their website:  
http://www.mindspring.com/~cudas/home.html

KSC Barracudas
KSC Barracudas is our sister club.  We can par-

ticipate in their activities on par with their members 
and they in ours.  

Yap and Palau, from page 1

Jim, from page 2

the entire year and plan on having it available for 
you in late January.  

We are looking for a few volunteers that want to 
save some money while having fun.  Did you know 
the trip coordinators gets to go on the outing for 
about half price?  Right now we are looking for trip 
coordinators to gather some additional details and 
run the following trips:

Manatee Trip - Weekend trip
Dive Quest - Day trip
Ginnie Springs - Weekend or day trip
Venice Beach - Weekend trip
West Palm - Day trip
Rainbow River - Day trip

If you have a specific location you would like 
to take, feel free to discuss it with Marie.  Please 
contact Marie Frank at marie.s.frank@lmco.com or 
call her 301-548-2366 to get more details. 

Our goal this year is to get the schedule out 
early with more details about the trips so you have 
as much time as possible to plan your dive schedule 

for the year.  There are some great trips planned and 
we think everyone will have the opportunity to do 
some diving.

As always, I invite each of you and any guests 
you would like to bring, to our January 13th Club 
meeting at Joe's Crab Shack to enjoy the food and 
our regular monthly presentation. 

Keep diving and enjoy the experience!!

Jim Kennedy

mailto:bbshaffr@aol.com
mailto:jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
http://www.mindspring.com/~cudas/home.html
mailto:frank@lmco.com
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2008 Holiday Party a 
Great Time for All!

We had a great time at our Holiday Party.  Ev-
eryone enjoyed the good times and wonderful food 
catered by Super Suppers.  And, of course, the high-
light of the evening was our exciting and rewarding 
gift exchange!
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Member News

Laura and Gary are now the 
Blackstocks

Congratulations to members Laura and Garry 
Blackstock who were married in November!
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LMDC	Connections

We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner

Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-
ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	

get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	
your	text	and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-93

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

November Meeting

Bonaire - Phil, Chuck, and Terry

I hope you were with us at our November 11th 
meeting to hear Phil Hampton, Chuck Brown, and 
Terry Keeney give us an overview of Bonaire, Neth-
erlands Antilles.  Between our three speakers, they 
have more than 4,200 dives and 80 years of diving 
experience.  

Phil Hampton has been diving since 1967. He 
has over 2,550 dives, and is still actively diving 
(86 dives this year), along with his wife, Grace.  
Their current favorite locations are Bonaire, and the 
Peter Hughes and Aggressor live-aboards to Turks 
and Caicos and Belize.  Phil showed his pictures 
from a September trip to Bonaire that gave us a 

taste of why it is one of 
the world’s best div-
ing locations.  The ease 
of diving, added to the 
abundance of small crit-
ters to find makes this a 
must-see location for all 
divers.

Chuck Brown has 
been a member of our 
Club for 15 years, and 
Terry Keeney a member 
of the KSC Barracudas 
for 24 years.  Last year, on a trip to The Cayman 
Islands, Chuck and Terry developed a diving game 
for the group called “Cayman Survivor Fish I.D. 
Challenge.” More recently, at our July meeting, we 
learned of the “008 Bond Goes Down In Belize Fish 
I.D. Contest.” This time they had a video presenta-
tion of the September trip to Bonaire and an account 
of their most recent edition: “Casabonaire 2008 
Land & Sea Creature Quest.” 

Photos by Chuck Brown

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:paskert@lmco.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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MP-93
1249 Sunflower Trail
Orlando	FL	3�8�8
(407)	306-50�0
www.martindiveclub.org

Upcoming	Events
Jan	13	 Meeting:	Yap	and	Palau	Adventures,	George	McGuire

Undercurrent Online

Dive News  
December 4, 2008

Ever Seen a Squid with Elbows? 

Check National Geographic's eerie video (http://
news.nationalgeographic.com/news/�008/11/0811�4-

giant-squid-magnapinna.html) of this rare "elbowed" 
Magnapinna squid floating around an oil rig in the 
Sea of Mexico.  It's rare, primarily because it lives 
thousands of feet down, so you won't see it on any 
recreational dive.  As more oil rigs are built in new 
waters (including the U.S. coasts), it'll be interest-
ing to see what other new forms of marine life will 
show up on deep-sea video.

From the Internet

Air-Fish Captivates Airship Regatta 

Fin-Fish - the most beautiful airship ever - at the 
radio-controlled airship regatta in Friedrichshafen, 
Germany.

http://www.flixxy.com/air-fish-rc-airship.htm

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2008/11/081124-giant-squid-magnapinna.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2008/11/081124-giant-squid-magnapinna.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2008/11/081124-giant-squid-magnapinna.html
http://www.martindiveclub.org
http://www.flixxy.com/air-fish-rc-airship.htm

