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February Meeting

We'll be gathering at 6:30 p.m., with the eve-
ning’s presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Af-
terwards, we hold our “formal” meeting covering 
CLUB business and member trip reports, followed 
by our great door prizes.  

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

Bottlenose Dolphin - Amanda Weigand
Join us at our February 10th meeting to learn all 

about bottlenose dolphin in the words of Amanda 
Weigand of SeaWorld, who has been working as 
an animal trainer at Discovery Cove for the past 
4 years.  There she works with several incredible 
animals including dolphins, sloths, anteaters, and 
armadillos to entertain and educate guests on the 
importance of wildlife conservation.  Her job offers 
her the chance to interact with guests during their 
opportunity to swim with dolphins. 

While attending Hiram College in northeast 
Ohio, Amanda majored in psychobiology and 
minored in biology and psychology.  She was also 
very fortunate to do research with monkeys and 
tarantulas and work with a variety of other animals 
as well.  She began her career working in the edu-
cation department at SeaWorld in Ohio and then 
participated in a marine mammal internship at the 
National Aquarium in Baltimore.   She was able to 
get SCUBA certified in college, which is a require-
ment for her career, and loves to dive.

Amanda was selected to represent Discovery 
Cove as a participant in the 2008 Earthwatch Proj-
ect.  Amanda traveled to Greece where she studied 
bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus), just like 
she does at Discovery Cove.  Amanda's research 
group photo-identified dolphins and taught people 
how to protect and conserve their natural resources.  
She also met with locals to learn about the threats 
the dolphins face.  This type of firsthand knowledge 
helps to inspire not only Amanda's fellow cowork-
ers at Discovery Cove but also the guests they 
interact with daily.
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Your Club Leadership

President's Column
Hello fellow dive enthusiasts!

It seems to be that time of the year when we 
all need to look at our plans for the upcoming dive 
season and start to prepare.  By getting an early start 
on performing annual maintenance on equipment, 
you will ensure that when you get ready to head out 
for the first dive you will be prepared.  It also helps 
the dive shops, as things get a little crazy when 
everyone decides the weather is warm and they all 
want their equipment serviced the week before they 
go diving.  Check out all your equipment before you 
start to pack it up for that trip.  Look closely at it.  
We always think about having our regulator, backup 
reg, and tanks serviced, but it's not a bad idea to 
look over all your equipment.  Taking that giant 
stride and having a fin or mask strap break (just 
because it's 10 years old) is no picnic.  

Don't forget, while your equipment is being 
serviced, mention your Club membership at any of 
the participating dive shops listed on the member-
ship tab of our website and get your discount on that 
early-season, must-have, stuff that you didn't get 
during the holiday season.   

I know a lot of us are rusty from the long win-
ter months and inactivity.  I have planned a great 

Committee Chairs

Activity
	 Marie Frank	 (3�1)	945-4�44
Camera
	 Art Beaulieu (407)	856-9088
Communications
	 Bill Paskert	 (407)	356-��90
Equipment
	 Bill Paskert	 (407)	356-��90
Meeting
	 Wendy McCleskey (407)	�73-6655	
Membership
	 Denise Aldridge (407)	568-�060
Merchandise
	 Al Wileden	 (407)	356-8954
Safety	and	Training
	 Open
Webmaster
	 Stuart Gibson	 (35�)	978-4191

warm-up to the dive season with a dive at Epcot's 
DiveQuest.  Talk to anyone who did this in the past 
and you will find they had a great time.  It's a fun 
dive, great viz, many fish, and very informative.  
We're only allowed 12 divers on the trip, and in past 
years we have had such a great response, we actu-
ally had to book three separate sessions to get in ev-
eryone who wanted to go.  If this sounds like a good 
warm-up for the season to you - or you just want 
to experience something truly unique - make your 
reservation NOW.  The trip is planned for February 
22, 6:30 to 9:00 PM.  

We have recently made some updates to our 
Club website.  Some of the merchandise informa-
tion has been updated with additional information 
such as the sizes available and costs.   Check it out 
and tell us what you think.

As always, I invite each of you and any guests 
you would like to bring, to our February 10th Club 
meeting at Joe's Crab Shack to enjoy the food and 
our monthly presentation. 

Keep diving and enjoy the experience!!

Jim Kennedy
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2009 Activity Schedule

See ‘Elections’, page 6

Your time to get involved in your 
Club’s future!!

With the elections coming soon I wanted to take a 
moment to have all our members review the Officers 
titles and responsibilities.  

Please take this time to review them and to think 
about whom you feel would best serve your Club for 
each position.  

I will take nominations beginning immediately and 
will close the nomination process on March 27th.  The 
completed ballot will be published in the April Newslet-
ter; the election voting will take place at the May meet-
ing, and the new board seats begin in June.  Proxy voting 
will begin in April for those unable to attend the May 
12th election meeting.  All proxy votes must be in to me 
no later than noon the day of the May election meeting 
(more to come in the next Newsletter).

Please email me at jarvischerie@gmail.com.  Put in 
the subject line ‘Dive Club Nominations’ and specify the 
title of the position and the person’s name you wish to 
nominate for that position. 

Watch for more to come on this year's elections.  

Cherie Jarvis
Director at Large

 DUTIES OF OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
• Preside at all Club and Board meetings.
• Appoint committees and serve as ex officio member of 

all committees.
• Monitor Officer and Committee action.
• Assume ultimate responsibility to assure all Officers 

fulfill their duties.
• Appoint replacements for vacant positions.
• Plan date, place, and refreshments for Board meetings.
• Authorize expenditures up to $250.00.
• Represent the Club at conferences and other public 

gatherings or appoint any member of the Club in his/
her place.

• Participate in supplying input for Club newsletter.
• Support the objectives of the Club as set forth in Ar-

ticle I, Section 2 [of the Club Bylaws].

VICE-PRESIDENT
• Aid and assist the President at all meetings.
• Assume the duties of the President in his/her absence.
• Authorize expenditures up to $250.00.
• Assume ultimate responsibility to ensure all Commit-

tee Chairs fulfill their duties and periodically report 
action to President.

Date Event Contact Partic- 
ipants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total Cost

�009 Watch	this	space	for	trips	to	springs,	
southeast	Florida,	Keys,	live-aboards,	
international,	Ocean	Fest,	Tampa	Bay	
aquariums,	etc.

Marie	Frank	
marie.s.frank@lmco.com

Feb	�� Disney	EPCOT	DiveQuest	–	Salt	water	
diving	right	here	in	Orlando

Jim	Kennedy	
35�-874-3305	
jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com

1� N/A Feb	19 $90

May	15-17 Amy	Slate’s	Amoray	Dive	Resort,	Key	
Largo	–	�-tank	dive	Sat	&	Sun

Marie	Frank	
marie.s.frank@lmco.com

10 $100 Mar	13 $�80

Jun	6-13 Grenadines	-	One	spot	left!!!	
Wind	Dancer	Live-aboard

Beth	Shaffer	-	KSC*	
3�1-453-65��	
bbshaffr@aol.com

10 $500 TBD $1595

Jul	�9	-	30 West	Palm	Beach	
Mini	Lobster	Season

John	Lawlor	-	KSC*	
3�1-459-3374
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

TBD TBD TBD TBD

Sep	�6	-		
Oct	3

Bonaire	I Max	Farley	-	KSC*	
3�1-45�-1435
maxfarley@cfl.rr.com

16 $300	
Now

Jul	1 $1500

Sep	�6	-		
Oct	3

Bonaire	II Max	Farley	-	KSC* 8 $450	
Now

Jul	1 $��50

Dec	6 Holiday	Party Wendy	McCleskey
wendy@maid4u.net
407-�73-6655

40 $0 Nov	�9 $�5	
est

* The KSC Barracudas is our sister club.  We can participate in their activities on par with their members and 
they in ours.  For more information on dive trips by the KSC Barracudas, please see their website:  
http://www.mindspring.com/~cudas/home.html

mailto:frank@lmco.com
mailto:jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com
mailto:frank@lmco.com
mailto:bbshaffr@aol.com
mailto:maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
mailto:wendy@maid4u.net
http://www.mindspring.com/~cudas/home.html
mailto:jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:jarvischerie@gmail.com
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Prepare	for	a	totally	unique	diving	experience!		"The	Living	Seas"	
features	a	6-million	gallon	aquarium.		Imagine	a	salt-water	dive	with	
�00	feet	of	visibility	and	over	4,000	animals	native	to	the	Caribbean	
swimming with you in every direction.  Tropical fish, sharks, sting-
rays,	giant	green	sea	turtles,	and	plenty	of	coral	for	you	to	enjoy	is	
just	part	of	the	fun.		In	addition	to	this	unique	scuba	experience,	you	
will	actually	become	part	of	the	show.	

Disney's EPCOT DiveQuest
February 22, 2009, 6:30 - 9:00 PM

•	Any	questions	call	Jim	Kennedy,	(35�)	874-
3305	or	email	Jim	at	jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com

•	Theme	park	admission	neither	required	nor	
included	for	this	event

•	Guests	ages	10	and	up	welcome	to	partici-
pate and must have a SCUBA certification, 
guests	between	10	and	14	must	to	be	ac-
companied	by	a	parent	or	legal	guardian

•	All	required	equipment	provided,	including	
mask, fins, tank, buoyancy compensator, 
regulator,	weight	belt,	and	a	�.5	mm	shorty	
wetsuit	(ONLY	prescription	masks	can	
brought	to	use)

•	Comfortable	changing	rooms	with	showers	
are	provided

The	entire	volume	of	the	aquarium	is	fil-
tered	approximately	every	�	hours.

Duration:		�	1/�	hours	with	a	behind	the	
scenes	tour	and	the	in-water	experience	
lasting	40	minutes.

Cost:	$90	per	guest	(includes	all	gear	and	
a	limited-edition	T-shirt)

Reservation Deadline:	February	19;	we	
need	1�	divers	to	book	this	trip	

Payment:		Due	in	full	at	time	of	booking;	
please	make	checks	payable	to	Jim	
Kennedy.

mailto:jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com
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Amy Slate's Amoray Dive Resort 
Key Largo

May 15 - 17, 2009

Payment schedule: $100 due at sign-up; sign-up 
deadline is March 13.  Balance due April 13.

Coordinator: Marie Frank, marie.s.frank@lmco.com

Make your check payable to Marie Frank

Award-winning dive resort: A PADI - 
National Geographic Gold Palm Resort 
and rated by Scuba Diving Magazine 
Best in the Florida Keys in 2008
www.amoray.com

Enjoy a weekend in the Florida Keys.  
Two-tank dive on Saturday and Sun-
day morning for $280 per diver.  Reef 
or wreck diving may be accommodated.  
All rooms have a refrigerator and a mi-
crowave.  The Club will furnish break-
fast and juice, and drinks for the boat.

mailto:frank@lmco.com
http://www.amoray.com
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Elections, from page 3

• Participate in supplying input for Club newsletter.
• Serve on at least one standing committee.
• Support the objectives of the Club as set forth in Article 

I, Section 2.

SECRETARY
• Preside at Club meetings if the President and Vice 

President are absent.
• Keep minutes of all General Membership and Board 

meetings. Present these minutes at each Club and Board 
Meeting. Submit finished minutes to the President for 
distribution no later than one week after each meeting.

• Provide all members with a copy of the Club Bylaws 
and any amendments to same upon request.

• Amend Bylaws annually or upon periodic request by 
the President and Board of Directors.

• Maintain the Club's Operating Guidelines documenta-
tion that contains details of the specific practices of 
Club operation.

• Conduct all correspondence as directed by the officers 
and keep a file of same for transfer to subsequent Club 
secretary.

• Provide a replacement if he/she will not be able to at-
tend a function to take minutes.

• Participate in supplying input for Club newsletter.
• Serve on at least one standing committee.

TREASURER
• Preside at Club meetings if the President, Vice Presi-

dent, and Secretary are absent.
• Receive all funds belonging to the Club and deposit 

them in the Club account as soon thereafter as practical.

• Pay and record all expenditures approved by the Club.
• Present a financial report at all meetings and when 

requested by the Officers and Board of Directors.
• Assume the duties of the President in the absence of 

both the President and the Vice President.
• Serve as the permanent chairman of the Membership 

Committee.
• Balance Club financial accounts.
• Authorize expenditures up to $100.00.
• Approve and log all Trip Reports.
• Monitor deposits and withdrawals of Merchandising 

Committee.
• Prepare periodic financial reports for the Officers and 

Board of Directors to review. A year-end report must 
be presented.

• Participate in supplying input for Club newsletter.
• Serve on at least one standing committee.

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
The Board of Directors shall be composed of all 

elected Club officers, three members elected at large, 
and the Director at Large. The Director at Large is the 
immediate past president.

DUTIES OF MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
• Lend expertise to fellow officers.
• Approve (in conjunction with the entire Board of 

Directors) expenditures of more than $250.00 but less 
than $500.00.

• Participate in developing long-term plans and objec-
tives for the Club.

• Participate in supplying input for Club newsletter.
• Serve on at least one standing committee.

Undercurrent, September, 2008

Rescue Devices For Saving Your Bacon . . . 

the role that flags, flashlights, etc. play if you’re lost 
at sea

My Favorite Rescue Device

I prefer a low-tech answer because I always know if 
it is going to function properly.  Since that fateful day in 
the Sudan, I have always carried a big fluorescent yellow 
flag on a long extending pole. I attach it to my tank by 
means of two elastic straps.  The biggest problem seems 
to be getting your signal marker high above cresting 
waves.  The flag can be raised on its extending pole 
above the swell and forms a horizontal shape with an 
attention grabbing flutter on a sea breeze.

On one occasion when I was using mine to signal 
my arrival at the surface to my cover boat after a dive 
with a closed-circuit rebreather, divers on another cover 
boat returning to the Sea Hunter noticed my flag from a 
distance of several miles.  I have used my surface flag 

in earnest in the waters of the Mergui Islands, in the 
Maldives, in the Galapagos, after the quick drift dives of 
Aldabra, and almost every time after a high-voltage dive 
at Cocos or Malpelo.

Research done by Heriot-Watt University on behalf 
of the British government some years ago determined 
that a yellow flag was the most visible marker when it 
came to search by sea or from the air.  It stated, “The 
folding flags were by far the most reliable and cost-ef-
fective location device we tested, particularly the day-glo 
yellow pennant, which was consistently spotted at more 
than one mile and up to two miles.  Yellow was the most 
conspicuous color in all sea states, even with breaking 
wave crests, and could be located in deteriorating light 
when it was impossible to locate pennants of any other 
color.”

I recommend every diver gets so equipped.

[The flags can be ordered from FloridaUnderwaterS-
ports (www.floridaunderwatersports.com).]

http://www.floridaunderwatersports.com
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LMDC	Connections

We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	
question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner

Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-
ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	

get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:

•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	
your	text	and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-93

•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	
or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

January Meeting

Photos by George McGuire

Yap and Palau - George McGuire
At our January 13th meeting, we traveled with 

George McGuire to the islands of Yap and Palau in 
the far western Pacific.  We saw pictures of sharks, 
manta rays, stone money, native dancers, remnants 
from the battle of Peleliu (one of the bloodiest of 
World War II), many kinds of butterflyfish, three 
kinds of color-shifting unicornfish, a minute baby 
spadefish, jellyfish lake, and the vaguely familiar 
and imposing capitol of one of the world’s smallest 
countries.  All this and more in a slideshow presen-
tation at our January meeting.

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:paskert@lmco.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-93
1249 Sunflower Trail
Orlando	FL	3�8�8
(407)	306-50�0
www.martindiveclub.org

Upcoming	Events
Feb	10	 Meeting:	Bottlenose	Dolphin	-	Amanda	Weigand,	SeaWorld

Feb	��	 Trip:	DiveQuest	-	Jim	Kennedy

Mar	10	 Meeting:	Hawaii	and	Monk	Seals	-	Amanda	Bryant

Member Activities

Phil Hampton email

Check the site that shows how to open 
your locked luggage without damage!!!

Undercurrent Online, January 19, 2009
Why Luggage Locks Are Useless: No matter how 

many padlocks you put on your zippered suitcases, 
thieves will still have an easy time opening them with a 
simple ballpoint pen. Watch this YouTube video (http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwfYuUPcgHg) to see how 
poking a pen or knife through the suitcase zipper eas-
ily opens and closes the bag, leaving no trace. We tried 
it with a Bic and it took less than 30 seconds to get our 
zipper bags open and closed. Not only do some bags get 
zipped open in the bowels of airports, we've had divers 
report that when checking out of a dive resort, they left 
their gear in the room to be picked up by a bellhop, and 
their gear disappeared in the interim. To protect your ex-
pensive dive gear from luggage thieves, use a hard-sided 
"clamshell" suitcase with a metal latch and lock system.

www.undercurrent.org

Beneath the Blue Heron Bridge

A dive beneath the Blue Heron Boulevard 
Bridge over Lake Worth in Riviera Beach almost 
always reveals a rare creature.  This month's picture 
is of a green razorfish.  George McGuire

Photo by George McGuire

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwfYuUPcgHg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwfYuUPcgHg
http://www.martindiveclub.org
http://www.undercurrent.org

