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LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Similan National Park and Beyond 
 - George McGuire

Come to our monthly meeting, next Tuesday, 
July 14th, to hear and see long-time Club member 
and world traveler George McGuire describe his 
most recent big adventure.  

We'll be gathering at 6:30 p.m., with the eve-
ning’s presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Af-
terwards, we hold our “formal” meeting covering 
CLUB business and member trip reports, followed 
by our great door prizes.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

A few months ago he spent a month in Thai-
land.  During that time, he spent almost a week on a 
live-aboard dive boat in Thailand's Similan National 
Park.  The rest of the time was spent in traveling 
throughout the county.  

See ‘Similan’, page 4
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Your Club Leadership

President's Column

Hello Fellow Dive Enthusiasts,

Summer is truly upon us, vacations have com-
menced and temperatures are perfect for anything 
from a spring dive to a live-aboard.  The Club had 
a 4th of July weekend dive trip, but we need mem-
bers to help run more dives this year and next.  As 
you plan a dive for yourself and your friends, ask 
yourself if it would be a good dive to offer to your 
fellow Club members, and talk with the Board 
about adding it to the Activity Schedule for later 
this year or next.  The Club’s Activity Schedule is 
only as good as our members’ willingness to partici-
pate!  If you feel you lack the experience, the Board 
and Activity Chair can help support you, to make 
the Club more active.

Art Beaulieu has agreed to continue as Camera 
Chair this year, and is working on a photography 
competition.  He needs volunteers to help develop 
the rules and select prizes.

Al Wileden has agreed to continue as Merchan-
dise Chair.  We need members to help support him 
by offering ideas for new merchandise and finding 
suppliers that can offer good quality at a price we 
can afford.

Kim Cole has accepted the Safety and Training 
Chair for this year, and will be focused on ensuring 
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our members get information through newsletter 
articles and presentations at our monthly meetings.  
If you are interested in participating in a first aid 
course, or expanding your skills, contact Kim and 
discuss the Club running a session.

Membership goes to Claudia and Dan DeYoung, 
who will welcome new members, and help get the 
word out about our Club to both Lockheed employ-
ees and the public.

Communications and Equipment continue to be 
held by Bill Paskert.  Bill needs little introduction, 
he will continue his long-term support of the Club, 
creating the monthly newsletter and staying in touch 
with the members.

We have two open chairs.  The Activity Chair 
and Meeting Chair positions remain unfilled.  We 
need volunteers to fill these two positions.  Please 
don’t sit back and think someone else will do it, 
we need you!  The Activity Chair supports our 
members who want to run dives, and the Meeting 
Chair finds our speakers and ensures that Joe’s Crab 
Shack is booked for our meeting night.  Please con-
tact the Board if you have an hour or two per month 
to help.

Enjoy your summer diving and help the Club.

Lets go dive!
Stuart Gibson
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2009 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Partic- 

ipants
Deposit 
Amount

Cut-
off 

Date

Total 
Cost

Jul	�9	
-	30

West	Palm	Beach,	Lobster	Mini-
Season	-	Narcosis	out	of	Rivera	
Beach	(�-tank	dive;	price	per	day	
–	Wed	and/or	Thu);	motel	optional

John	Lawlor	-	KSC*	
3�1-459-3374	(hm)	
3�1-476-5408	(wk)	
jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

8	–		
4	open

$60 8/8/09 $60	own	
tanks	

$80	Air,	
$90	Nitrox

Aug West	Palm	or	Venice	Beach TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD

Sep Rainbow	River TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD

Sep	�6	-		
Oct	3

Bonaire	I	(one	week)	–	Two	
openings

Max	Farley	-	KSC*	
3�1-45�-1435	
maxfarley@cfl.rr.com

16 $300	
Now

Jul	1 $1500

Sep	�6	-		
Oct		10

Bonaire	II	(two	weeks)	–	Full,	but	
accepting	backups

Max	Farley	-	KSC* 8 $450	
Now

Jul	1 $��50

Oct	�3	
-	�5

Fantasy	Fest Mike	McCleskey	
407-808-6453

�0 $100 Sep	
15

$��0

Nov	13	
-	15

Aquarium	Tour	–	Mote	Marine	
Aquarium	in	Sarasota	and	Florida	
Aquarium	in	Tampa

Bill	Paskert	
407-356-��90

TBD TBD TBD TBD

Dec	6 Holiday	Party Cherie	Jarvis	
407-760-0906

40 $0 Nov	
�9

$�5	
est

* The KSC Barracudas is our sister club.  We can participate in their activities on par with their members and 
they in ours.  For more information on dive trips by the KSC Barracudas, please see their website:  
http://www.mindspring.com/~cudas/home.html

Undercurrent, June 3, 2009 

www.undercurrent.org

Divers, Pick Paper Over Plastic: Undercurrent 
subscriber Hilton Fitt-Peaster (Boulder, CO) told 
us about a slideshow done by the Pocono Record 
showing how plastic bags make their way to the 
ocean and seriously harm - and kill - marine life on 
the reefs we dive. 
(http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/
article?AID=/�0080506/MULTIMEDIA0�/80505016)
Basic Underwater Photography: If you're just 
getting started or want a refresher course, for $5 you 
can download this just-published manual by writer 
and photographer Paul J. Mila.  It's got everything 
you need to get good images by using just your 
camera's automatic settings. Get details and order 
the book at www.paulmila.com.

Even though the Vandenberg has no growth on it yet 
and only a few small jacks and barracuda, its structure 
makes it a more interesting dive than the Spiegel Grove.  
The same structure also makes it significantly more chal-
lenging.  With its many spaces to swim through, it would 
be easy to loose track of where the mooring line is, 
especially in poor visibility.  Also, I noticed many pro-
tuberances that could easily snag a diver.  The Dream's 
captain told me they only allow advanced divers on site 
- a wise policy, I think.

George McGuire

Vandenberg, from page 4

mailto:jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
http://www.mindspring.com/~cudas/home.html
http://www.undercurrent.org
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080506/MULTIMEDIA02/80505016
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080506/MULTIMEDIA02/80505016
http://www.paulmila.com
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Similan, from page 1

His diving pictures include a banded sea krait, 
a zebra shark, swimming with sea turtles, and 
ghost pipefish.  His above-water experiences en-
compassed ancient temples, dancing girls, dancing 
elephants, long-neck women, and tiger petting.

Vandenberg Sunk
After several years of waiting, the former USNS 

General Hoyt S. Vandenberg was scuttled 7 miles off 
Key West at the end of May.  Three weeks later Don 
Russ (a former LMDC member) and I seized the opportu-
nity to dive on it.

On a beautiful hot Saturday afternoon, Lost Reef 
Adventures' dive boat Dream took us to the site of the 
Vandenberg.  Even though the sea was calm, there was 
a strong current flowing and every mooring ball was 
taken.  As we were discussing the best way for the 
captain to drop us in the water so we could drift to a 
mooring line to go down, one of the other boats left and 
we grabbed its space.  The current had the boats lined up 
in a straight line, so we went down the line of the boat 
behind us and came up the line to which our boat was 
moored.

We fought the current all the way down to the ship, 
where we found even stronger current and poor visibility 
with lots of “sea snot” streaming by.  Using the ship's 
structure to block the current as best as possible, dive 
master Karen Chaustit took us on a tour of some of the 
forward section of the ship, in and out of rooms and up 
through the base of massive antennas.  When it came 
time to leave, the swim back to the mooring line was a 
brief, high-speed underwater drift.

Since Don and I were the only divers on the boat, 
we were able to make a second dive on the Vandenberg 
rather than the standard shallow reef second dive.  Nice!

See ‘Vandenberg’, page 3
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LMDC	Connections
We	have	a	telephone	voicemail	account.		Got	a	

question	about	the	CLUB?		Want	to	let	us	know	that	
you’ll	be	attending	a	CLUB meeting?		Just	call	(407)	
306-50�0	and	leave	a	message!

Check	out	all	the	great	dive	information	on	our	
CLUB home	page	at:	www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s	Corner
Thanks	for	all	your	help.		You've	been	great	at	get-

ting	articles	to	me	by	the	15th	of	the	month.		Please	
get	them	to	me	in	one	of	the	following	ways:
•	 Call	me	at	(407)	356-��90	and	sneaker-net	

your	text	and	graphics	on	disk	to	me	at	MP-93
•	 E-mail	at	work:	william.paskert@lmco.com;	

or	at	home:	wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

July Meeting

At our June 9th meeting we meet Boris (Bo) and 
Debbie Twillman.  They told us about the Divers 
4 Heroes organization	(www.divers4heroes.org) that 
they put together as a not-for-profit company dedi-
cated to the rehabilitation of wounded veterans and 
their families through SCUBA diving as a means of 
recreational therapy. 

Bo and Debbie were visiting Key West when 
they saw several veterans and their families attempt-
ing to negotiate Duval Street in their wheelchairs 
and on their crutches.  Many of them were missing 
limbs or coping with their scars from war.  Seeing 
the veterans moved Bo and Debbie to take action.  
They asked themselves "What could we do?  What 
skills or talents do we have that would allow us to 
give something back to these brave men and wom-
en?  Was there a program or an organization where 
we could volunteer our time and energies?"

Bo has enjoyed SCUBA diving since 1985 and 
decided to become a SCUBA instructor in 1993.  
Debbie got certified to dive in 2006 and immediate-
ly fell in love with the sport.  They wanted to share 
their love of the underwater world with the brave 
men and women of the military that had given so 
much of themselves to defend our freedoms. 

Several months later, Bo had an opportunity 
to take a handicapped SCUBA diving Instruc-
tor course.  Unsure of where this would lead, he 
completed the course and looked toward his fellow 
servicemen to apply his new-found skills. Debbie 
was instrumental in contacting the VA hospitals in 
the Tampa area and making contact with the James 
A. Haley Veterans Hospital in Tampa.

Divers for Heros by Bo and Debbie Twillman

While there are several similar programs al-
ready in operation, they could not find any that were 
focusing on and serving the veterans returning from 
war and living in Florida.  That’s when they formed 
the non-profit company "Divers 4 Heroes."   

For more information, or to make a donation, go 
to their website.

http://www.divers4heroes.org
http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:paskert@lmco.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Upcoming	Events
July	14	 Meeting:	Similan	Islands	-	George	McGuire
August	11	 Meeting:	Photo	Contest	-	Art	Beaulieu
September	8	 Meeting:	Safety	and	Training	-	Kim	Cole

From Our Members Grace and Phil 
Hampton

Just a little info about the ‘green flash.’  “Who 
said it is an optical illusion?”

A Green Flash from the Sun
Credit & Copyright: Pekka Parviainen (Polar Image)

Explanation: Many think it is just a myth.  Oth-
ers think it is true but its cause isn't known.  Ad-
venturers pride themselves on having seen it.  It's 
a green flash from the Sun.  The truth is the green 
flash does exist and its cause is well understood.  
Just as the setting Sun disappears completely from 
view, a last glimmer appears startlingly green.  The 
effect is typically visible only from locations with 
a low, distant horizon, and lasts just a few seconds.  
A green flash is also visible for a rising Sun, but 
takes better timing to spot.  A dramatic green flash 
was caught in the photograph in 1992 from Finland.  
The Sun itself does not turn partly green, the effect 
is caused by layers of the Earth's atmosphere acting 
like a prism.

www.physics.sjsu.edu/becker/physics5�/

http://www.martindiveclub.org
http://www.physics.sjsu.edu/becker/physics52

