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LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

2009 Photo Contest  
- Art Beaulieu

We'll be gathering at 6:30 p.m., with the eve-
ning’s presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Af-
terwards, we hold our “formal” meeting covering 
CLUB business and member trip reports, followed 
by our great door prizes.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard (SR 
436) in Orlando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south 
of SR 408 (the East-West Expressway) on the east 
side of SR 436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

Come to our next monthly meeting, Tuesday, 
November 10th, at 6:30 p.m. to see the Club's "best 
shots."  That's your chance to see the winners and 
all entries in our 2009 Photo Contest run by Club 
member and professional photographer Art Beau-
lieu.

Art has organized a great process for members 
to select their entries best suited to the Contest cat-
egories, and have them evaluated by a panel of dis-
tinguished local professional photographer judges.  
First and second place awards and prizes will be 
given out at the November meeting.  

Photo Contest Rules
* Total of SIX entries per person
* All photos must be taken between October 1, 

2008, and October 13, 2009
* Entry deadline is the October meeting

See ‘Photo’, page 3
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Your Club Leadership

President's Column

Hello Fellow Divers,

It’s that time of year that we sometimes think 
that the dive season is coming to an end, but as you 
can see by the weather pattern this year, there is still 
some warm weather hanging around.  Just a couple 
of weeks ago the water temperature was in the mid 
80s off the coast of Jupiter.  There are still some 
opportunities to get in a few remaining dives before 
the “winds of winter” whip in, so don the wetsuit 
and take a plunge into the underwater world of the 
Sea.

Our October meeting was an exceptional one 
that featured Tracy Grubbs, who was a member of 
the team that sank the USNS Vandenberg.   What 
an informative presentation; and one filled with 
lots of Tracy’s personal experiences.  Sometimes 
we think that the sinking of a ship is just about the 
day that the ship goes down, but in reality, there is 
a lot of preparation getting ready for that relatively 
short time of sinking.  Permits, money, meetings, 
more meetings, more permits, and more money are 
all part of the preparation phase and assurance that 
when the ship does go down there are no environ-
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Webmaster
 Stuart Gibson 352-978-4191

mental issues associated with the event.  If any of 
you get the opportunity to dive the wreck, I think 
you will find it a fascinating experience and see 
some things that may surprise you.

The November meeting will be devoted to the 
annual Photo Contest, and Art Beaulieu will be 
presenting the results of your “best shots.”  Art has 
gathered all the photos and put them in categories 
that were described in the October issue of the 
News.  There is even a First Place Grand Prize this 
year.  So come out to our November 10th meeting 
and see who the winners are this year.  Maybe you!

There are still a few events coming up this year 
for the Club: Mote Marine and Florida aquariums 
November 21-22 and the Holiday Party December 
6.  The Holiday Party this year will be at a new 
venue, the White Wolf Cafe in Orlando and will 
feature a delicious brunch.  See the flyer elsewhere 
in the News and plan on coming out and enjoying 
the great food, the Holiday fun, and the zany gift 
exchange.  

Until next time, see you “down under”,

Al Wileden
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2009 Activity Schedule

Date Event Contact Partic- 
ipants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-
off 

Date

Total 
Cost

Oct 30 - 
Nov 1

Fantasy Fest Mike McCleskey 
407-808-6453

20 $100 Sep 
15

$220

Nov 21 
- 22

Aquarium Tour – Mote Marine 
Aquarium in Sarasota and Florida 
Aquarium in Tampa

Bill Paskert 
407-356-2290

open $40 Oct  
31

$80

Dec 6 Holiday Party - White Wolf Cafe Nancy Wileden 
407-616-6272

40 $0 Dec 1 $25/
member 

& 35/
guest

* The KSC Barracudas is our sister club.  We can participate in their activities on par with their members and 
they in ours.  For more information on dive trips by the KSC Barracudas, please see their website:  
http://www.mindspring.com/~cudas/home.html

Former Secretary’s Column
The available members of the Board of Direc-

tors met after the September 8th general meeting.  
All present at the regular meeting were asked to 
participate in the ensuing decision process.  

The quorum of the Board made the following 
appointments for the Board of Directors, subject to 
a vote by the general membership, which was held 
at the October 13th General Membership meeting:

President - Al Wileden

Vice President - Mike McCleskey

Secretary - Nancy Wileden

Treasurer - Claudia DeYoung

Director at Large - Jim Kennedy

Director - George McGuire

Director - Bill Paskert

Director - Darrell Seale.

The appointments by the Board of Directors 
were presented to the members at the October 
13th General Membership meeting for ratification 
in accordance with the Club’s Bylaws.  The ap-
pointments were accepted by a unanimous show of 
hands.

Bill Paskert

Make sure to hit the right button!

http://www.mindspring.com/~cudas/home.html
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* See Categories shown separately 
* Digital images may only be:
 - Color corrected
 - Adjusted for lightness or darkness
 - Minor clean up of back scatter
 - Cropped
 - EXCEPTION: Extreme Photoshop Category: 

anything goes
* Format submissions: (crop approximately to 

6.5 x 10 in. at 300 dots per inch (dpi)
* Submit images in JPEG format
* All submissions will be shown at our Novem-

ber Meeting
* Prizes will be awarded at our November Meet-

ing.

Photos, from page 1
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Mote Marine and Florida Aquariums 
Tampa Bay

November 21 - 22, 2009

Mote Aquarium in Sarasota on Saturday and 
Florida Aquarium in Tampa on Sunday, one night 
in Eckerd College Lodge in St. Petersberg

Cost: $80; deposit $40 due October 31; rates are 
based on double occupancy.

Contact: Bill Paskert 407-678-5311,  
 wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

From its humble beginnings in tiny shed in a small 
Florida town, Mote Marine Laboratory has ex-

panded to include a 10.5-acre campus in Sarasota, 
Flarida, with field stations and public exhibits in 
Key West and field stations in Summerland Key 
and Charlotte Harbor.  From the original focus 

on sharks, Mote research has expanded to include 
seven major areas of concentration, organized into 

seven research centers.

The Florida Aquarium, dedicated to public enter-
tainment, education and conservation, astounds 
visitors with the beauty and fragility of our eco-

system. The facility is home to over 10,000 aquatic 
plants and animals from 1,340 species from Florida 

and all over the world.  Opening in March 1995, 
the Aquarium has provided cultural enrichment 

experiences to nearly 6 million visitors, including 
250,000 school students and teachers.

mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Lockheed Martin
Dive Club

Holiday Party

$25 per Member
$30 per Guest

Bring a wrapped, ocean- or fish-related  
$10 gift per person for our 

Unbelievably Exciting Gift Exchange!
Send payment by Dec 1 to

Nancy Wileden
564 Pleasant Grove Drive
Winter Springs FL 32708

nwileden@cfl.rr.com, 407-616-6272 
Or bring it to the

November meeting

Sunday, December 6th
11:30 A.M. at

White Wolf Cafe
Continental breakfast, coffee, 
orange juice, granola and milk 

Cheese tray, chicken salad, 
fruit salad and omelet station

White Wolf Cafe - 1829 Orlando Avenue, Orlando FL 32804, 407-895-9911
www.whitewolfcafe.com

mailto:nwileden@cfl.rr.com
http://www.whitewolfcafe.com
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LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:
• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net 

your text and graphics on disk to me at MP-93
• E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;

or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

October Meeting

Sinking of the USNS Vandenburg  
- Tracy Grubbs

At our October meeting, Tracy Grubbs told (and 
showed) us all about his experiences as a member of 
the crew that sank the USNS Vandenberg, the world’s 
second largest artificial reef!  He and the crew sank the 
522-foot long former missile tracking ship in 140 feet of 
water about 7 miles off Key West.  Tracy is an instruc-
tor at Spruce Creek Scuba in Port Orange, Florida, with 
many years of experience in all aspects of scuba diving.  

Tracy told us a great deal about the background of 
the preparation for the sinking.  As Al said in his Presi-
dent’s Column, 
there were end-
less bureaucratic 
hassles from vari-
ous governmental 
organizations from 
environmental to 
political.  Tracy’s 
team was charged 
with ensuring the 
safety of the wreck 
for subsequent 
divers.  They had to make sure that all the explosives 
had detonated and that all accessible areas were clear of 
hazardous debris.  His team of specially qualified divers 
surveyed the hulk before sinking, 
ran lines to lead them to all of the 
parts of the ship they had to inspect, 
and then followed those lines in the 
interior of the ship when it was on 
the bottom.

Here’s a bit more about Tracy, in 
his own words:                      

“I started diving in 1982 and 
never stopped.  I believe that the 

beauty of the ocean should be seen by all, and I 
became an Instructor in 1996 to share it.  I cur-
rently teach for SSI, SDI, TDI, PSA, DAN, and 
NACD.  I teach from basic recreational through 
technical tri-mix instructor and full cave.”

“My main goals are safety and preserva-
tion of the habitats that we go to and spend time 
in.  Currently, I serve on the Board of Directors 
of NACD and am part of the IUCRR team, the 
“International Underwater Cave Rescue Recov-
ery” team.”

“I have traveled worldwide - from  setting 
up resorts in Egypt to taking private groups to 
the Caribbean and Micronesia to do photogra-
phy.  I have been on several archeology digs, 
and now it’s sinking ships into history.  “Van-

denberg” was one of the most 
incredible projects I have been 
on.  To be there for the sinking 
was amazing, but to be part of it 
was spectacular.”

See more about the sinking and 
Tracy’s story at www.sinkthevan-
denberg.com and www.bigship-
wrecks.com.

http://www.martindiveclub.org
http://www.sinkthevan-denberg.com
http://www.sinkthevan-denberg.com
http://www.sinkthevan-denberg.com
http://www.bigship-wrecks.com
http://www.bigship-wrecks.com
http://www.bigship-wrecks.com
mailto:william.paskert@lmco.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-93
1249 Sunflower Trail
Orlando FL 32828
(407) 306-5020
www.martindiveclub.org

Upcoming Events
November 10 Meeting: Photo Contest Results - Art Beaulieu
Nov 21-22 Trip: Tampa Bay Aquarium Tour - Bill Paskert
December 6 Holiday Party: White Wolf Cafe - Nancy Wileden

Member News
More on Torey’s Boy Scout Status

"The Boy Scouts of America has been working 
to establish a SCUBA Merit Badge.  I have been 
involved at a very minor level in giving some input 
to the national organization, but have been copied on 
all the draft versions of the requirements.  On Friday 
[October 12], it was approved as finalized, and the 
final versions of the documents have gone to print.  
There is only one guy in the country so far that was 
involved in writing the booklet that is approved and 
registered as a Merit Badge counselor.  It just so hap-
pens that he lives in Lakeland.  To make a long story 
short, Torey drove to Lakeland on following day to 
meet with this guy and became the first and only 
scout on the entire planet at this point to have earned 
this Merit Badge.  Supposedly, somewhere out there 
is another scout that will earn his Tuesday night, so 
after that, Torey will not be the only, but he'll always 
be the first.  Pretty cool . . ."

Mike McCleskey

http://www.martindiveclub.org

