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Diving in Kauai, Hawaii,  
by Amanda Bryant

We'll be gathering at 6:30 p.m., with the eve-
ning’s presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Af-
terwards, we hold our “formal” meeting covering 
CLUB business and member trip reports, followed 
by our great door prizes.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard (SR 
436) in Orlando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south 
of SR 408 (the East-West Expressway) on the east 
side of SR 436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

Join us at our February 9th meeting to experi-
ence Kauai diving with Amanda Bryant, who lived 
on and dove the island for over a year.

Amanda had the opportunity to transfer with 
Lockheed Martin to Kauai in support of the 
THAAD (antiballistic missile) flight test program.  
It was while on this assignment that she was able 
to fulfill her dream of becoming a certified SCUBA 
diver. 

During a 
recent visit, 
Amanda had 
the unique 
opportunity 
to snorkel 
with 15-foot 
manta rays 
while on a dive trip.  Manta rays are RARELY seen 
off Kauai, so this was truly a ‘once in a lifetime’ 
experience.  Other highlights of the trip were seeing 
a Spanish dancer nudibranch, white tip reef sharks, 
Hawaiian green sea turtles, and an unusual frogfish.
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Hello Fellow Divers,

Well the New Year is underway, and I hope that 
it brings many dives for each of you along the way.  
The first dive of the Season was a short little dive 
off Jupiter in search of Lemon Sharks.  I know that 
we saw some, but conditions were a bit murky to be 
sure.  The first dive was what the Jupiter Dive Cen-
ter calls the Wreck Trek, and what a way to start the 
day.  Giant Goliath Groupers were there to greet us 
as we descended.  For a full description of the dive, 
see George McGuire’s report elsewhere in the News-
letter.  Don’t let the cold water stop you from diving 
this season.  Simply put on a skin, a 1-2 mil suit, a 
3-5 mil suit, and maybe a ‘Shorty’ to round out the 
attire.  Oh, and don’t forget the hood.  One diver on 
our boat had a dry suit but he had some issues that 
we non-dry-suit folks don’t have.  It might have 
been a little warmer, however, as our dive computer 
logged in 69-72 degrees (holding it close to the 
body).  

The Club has a new Treasurer, Denise Aldridge.  
Our previous Treasurer, Claudia DeYoung, has 
taken on a more responsible position with Lockheed 
Martin and as a result, she felt that she could not do 
the Club justice as Treasurer.  A big “Thank You” to 
Denise for picking up the ball or should I say funds!

Our January meeting was all about the diving.  
Jim Kennedy presented our preliminary dive sched-
ule and solicited members to take on running one of 
the dives presented.  We have a lot of different dives 
planned this year, so hopefully everyone will be 
able to find a dive or dives best suited to their style 
of diving.  Running a trip is fun and while it may 
present certain challenges, the reward is seeing all 
participating members in the water and enjoying the 
sport of diving.  

The next dive up on the schedule is a dive at 
a little known site, Paradise Springs.  This site is 
a relatively short distance from Orlando and is a 
rather unique dive that cuts through an extensive 
fossil bed.  While a cavern dive, it is easily dived by 
open water divers.  I hope that you join us for the 
dive and lunch afterwards.  

Our February meeting will feature Amanda Bry-
ant and a video of her trip to Hawaii.  It will feature 
white tip reef sharks, anthias, and snorkeling with 
15 foot manatees.  Come out and join us for very 
informative meeting.  We will be gathering at Joe’s 
Crab Shack at 6:30 so come early and catch up on 
what folks have been doing..  

Until next time, see you “down under”,

Al Wileden
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2010 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Partici- 

pants
Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Jan 23 Lemon Shark 
Jupiter

George McGuire 8 Closed Closed $65

Feb 20 Paradise Springs, Belleview Al Wileden 
407-616-6270 
407-616-6272

8 RSVP 
Feb 12

TBD $30

Mar 12 Disney DiveQuest Jim Kennedy 
352-243-2425 
jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com

12 $95 Mar 5 $95

Mar ?? Devils Den, 
Williston

Al Wileden 
4407-616-6270
407-616-6272

No 
Limit

TBD TBD TBD

Apr 16-18 Ocean Fest Bill Paskert 
407-678-5311

No 
Limit

TBD TBD TBD

Apr 24 -  
May 1

Scuba Club Cozumel 
Cozumel 

Marie Frank 
301-548-2366 
marie.s.frank@lmco.com

12 $200 Now $871

May 8-15 Aqua Cat Grace Hampton 
(407) 737-8999 
gracphil@palmnet.net

Full $500 Wait list Est 
$2500

May ?? Tavernier, Marathon, Key 
Largo

Open TBD TBD TBD

Jun 12-19 Dive Paradise Cozumel Beth Shaffer - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

8 $200 Now $959

Jul 4th Amy Slate’s  
Key Largo

Open 10 Est 
$450

Jul 10-11 Steve’s Reef Ball  
North Miami

Ginger Ballou - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

8 $50 Jun 17 $180

Jul 28 West Palm Beach John Lawlor - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

8 $35 Jun 17 $65

Jul ?? Scalloping  
Crystal River

Mike Gracey 
407-356-5752

Open TBD TBD TBD

Aug Wrecks 
North Carolina

Darrell Seale 
817-308-9764

TBD TBD TBD TBD

Sep 18-15 Buddy Dive 
Bonaire

Max Farley - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

16 $200 TBD $1,650

Sep 18 - 
Oct 2

Buddy Dive 
Bonaire

Max Farley - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

8 $200 TBD $2,450

Oct 29-31 Fantasy Fest Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655

20 Est 
$220

Nov 13-14 Tampa Area Aquariums – 
Mote Marine & Florida 

Bill Paskert 
407-678-5311

12 $50 TBD Est 
$80

Nov ?? Manatee Dive 
Crystal River

Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655

Est  
$145

Dec 5 Holiday Party Nancy Wileden 
407-616-6272

40 Est 
$30

Dec 31 New Years Eve 
Weeki Wachee 

Al Wileden 
407-616-6270 
407-616-6272

TBD TBD TBD

mailto:jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com
mailto:marie.s.frank@lmco.com
mailto:gracphil@palmnet.net
mailto:cudas@mindspring.com
mailto:cudas@mindspring.com
mailto:cudas@mindspring.com
mailto:cudas@mindspring.com
mailto:cudas@mindspring.com
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Return to Cozumel
April 24 - May 1, 2010

World-class diving at Scuba Club Cozumel (www.scubaclubcozumel.com): 200-foot visibility, 
lush coral reefs and walls, and exotic sea critters large and small.  And, you’ll be close  
enough to walk to town with many options for mainland excursions.

Deposit: $200 - Due NOW.  Make 
check payable to Marie Frank, and send 
it to her at 19007 Highstream Drive, 
Germantown MD 20874.  Balance due: 
March 1, 2010.
For more information, contact Marie at 
(work) 301-548-2366, (cell) 321-945-
4244, marie.s.frank@lmco.com.

The price per diver is $871, double occupancy, 
and 12 divers.  This covers seven nights lodging  
and all meals at Scuba Club Cozumel, five 
2-tank boat dives, and unlimited shore dives.  
It does NOT include airfare, drinks, tips, or 
exit fee.  Airfare is not included because there  
is no price benefit for doing so and there are  
advantages to booking flights individually.

Last C
hance: Need One More

http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com):
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com):
mailto:marie.s.frank@lmco.com
mailto:marie.s.frank@lmco.com
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Join the Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
for a Dive of a Lifetime

February 20, 2010
Paradise Springs is a little known com-
mercial diving park that's been operat-
ing for nearly 10 years.  It is located 
only 3 miles North of Belleview, Flori-
da, off SR 441.  Divers need only open 
water certification to dive the springs.  
A walkway of natural stone leads to 
a wooden deck at water's edge.  The 
small, 20-foot diameter pool immediate-
ly opens into two large cavern rooms.  
The cavern cuts through an extensive 
fossil bed.  Sand dollars the size of 
dinner plates and sea biscuits cover the 
walls of the first room.  
o Large open cavern
o 200-foot visibility
o Underwater platform at 20 feet
o Air fills
o Dressing and rest room.

 No deposit required for diving, but RSVP 
needed by February 12th 

Limit of 8 divers 
Cost $30 per diver (unlimited dives)
Dives will begin with a diving orientation 
at 8:30 AM, and a lunch after the dives at 
the Wileden's Log Cabin nearby in Ockla-
waha.
Lunch will include sodas.  Bring your own 
adult beverages, if desired.
For more information, contact Al or Nancy 
Wileden at 407-616-6270 or 407-616-6272.
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Prepare for a totally unique diving experience!  "The Living Seas" 
features a 6-million gallon aquarium.  Imagine a salt-water dive with 
200 feet of visibility and over 4,000 animals native to the Caribbean 
swimming with you in every direction.  Tropical fish, sharks, sting-
rays, giant green sea turtles, and plenty of coral for you to enjoy is 
just part of the fun.  In addition to this unique scuba experience, you 
will actually become part of the show. 

Disney's EPCOT DiveQuest
March 12, 6:30 - 9:00 PM

• Any questions call Jim Kennedy, (352) 
874-3305 or email Jim at jimkennedy@cfl.
rr.com

• Theme park admission neither required 
nor included for this event

• Guests ages 10 and up welcome to par-
ticipate and must have a SCUBA certifi-
cation, guests between 10 and 14 must 
to be accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian

• All required equipment provided, including 
mask, fins, tank, buoyancy compensa-
tor, regulator, weight belt, and a 2.5 mm 
shorty wetsuit (ONLY prescription masks 
can brought to use)

• Comfortable changing rooms with show-
ers are provided

The entire volume of the aquarium is 
filtered approximately every 2 hours.

Duration:  2 1/2 hours with a behind-
the-scenes tour and the in-water expe-
rience lasting 40 minutes.

Cost: $95 per guest (includes all gear 
and a limited-edition T-shirt); parking is 
$14 per car

Reservation Deadline: March 5; we 
need 12 divers to book this trip 

Payment: Due in full at time of booking; 
please make checks payable to Jim 
Kennedy.
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Quest Accomplished!
Jupiter, Florida, Saturday, 

January 23  
Eight hardy divers (Bill Barney, George Mc-

Guire, Gary Comstock, Eric Davies, Nancy and Al 
Wileden, Mike Gracey, and Jim Peachey) accom-
plished the quest that had eluded LMDC divers for 
several years; we found Lemon Sharks!

For years we have been told Lemon Sharks con-
gregate off Jupiter in the winter.  Each year LMDC 
has sent a team to Jupiter to look for them.  Each 
year we failed in the quest.  Always we heard "we 
saw them yesterday" or "we saw them this morning" 
from other divers.  This year we resolved to do bet-
ter and left Orlando in the pre-dawn dark (or spent 
Friday night in Jupiter) so as to be at Jupiter Dive 
Center in time for the morning boat. 

Heeding our wishes to see Lemon Sharks, the 
captain of the Republic IV dive boat took us to 
Jupiter's wreck-trek dive site.  The site is usually so 
obscured by the murky water of the Loxahatchee 
River flowing out of the Jupiter Inlet that dive op-
erators seldom take anyone there.  The boat dropped 
us over the Esso Bonaire into a wrong-way flowing 
(north to south) current of cold, murky water.  Vis-
ibility was only slightly better than usual; we could 
see things that were 10 or 15 feet away, barely.

As the dive progressed, we saw interesting crit-
ters including a tail-less Southern Stingray, a Goli-
ath Grouper, and Glasseye Snappers.  But no Lemon 
Sharks.  Then, nearing the end of the dive, we found 
them and a mystery ray.  Unfortunately the poor 
visibility defeated all our efforts to get a picture of 

the sharks or the ray.  The ray was a flash of white 
among the sharks, which fled from our approach.  
The white flash was the ray's underside that we saw 
as it sped away.  It could have been a large Eagle 
Ray or a smallish Manta (Eric Davies and I saw a 
small Manta when we dove Jupiter in November).

For the second dive, the captain took us to a 
patch reef where he expected we would find Lemon 
Sharks.  We did not.  Instead, we found a great 
many Nurse Sharks, some of them among the larg-
est I have ever seen.  Despite the huge quantity of 
particulates in the water, we were able to get some 
pictures of the Nurse Sharks.

After the diving, we took ourselves to a late 
lunch at the Crab House and celebrated achieve-
ment of the goal that had eluded us for so many 
years.  We saw the Lemon Sharks.  It didn't matter 
that we didn't have any pictures of them.  Quest ac-
complished!

George McGuire
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Bleached coral 
Nature Conservancy

From the Internet

USA TODAY, January 27, 2010
By Doyle Rice
Cold snap killed Florida coral

A cold snap earlier this month killed or bleached 
significant amounts of coral in the waters off South 
Florida and the Florida Keys, according to an analy-
sis this week by Nature Conservancy scientists.

According to Meaghan Johnson, marine science 
coordinator with the Nature Conservancy, about 50 
to 70 percent of the Nature Conservancy’s sample 
coral reef area in the upper Keys is either bleaching 
or dead.

The culprit was the 12 consecutive days of 
extremely cold weather from Jan. 2-14 in Florida, 
which included a near-record cold air temperature 
of 42 degrees in Key West on Jan. 11.  Johnson said 
the water temperatures in some parts of the Keys 
during that time plummeted into the frigid upper 
40s and lower 50s, far below typical lows of the up-
per 60s and lower 70s.

Although coral bleaching and death is most fre-
quently associated with unusually warm water tem-
peratures, coral also can’t withstand water tempera-
tures below 60 degrees.  Below that temperature, 
coral bleaching occurs when the coral undergoes 
stress and loses its symbiotic algae.  Prolonged cold 
stress can result in coral death.

Unfortunately, the coral that was bleached dur-
ing the cold snap may eventually die, said Johnson.

Other marine animals, such as manatees, turtles, 
sponges, and fish, also died or were injured in 
Florida due to the recent intense cold snap.

This is the first time since January 1977 that a 
cold-water bleaching and die-off has occurred in 
south Florida, according to the conservancy.  That 
was the winter that snow was reported in Miami for 
the only time in its history.

Johnson reported that science divers from 13 
federal and state agencies and non-governmental 
and academic organizations will continue to survey 
waters off South Florida and the Keys over the next 
few weeks to assess the health of the remaining 
coral.
http://blogs.usatoday.com/sciencefair/2010/01/cold-snap-killed-florida-coral.html

Thanks to contributor Chuck Brown

Undercurrent Online, January 11, 2010

www.undercurrent.org

Dive News
Cozumel Lionfish Tournament with Blue Magic 
Scuba: Since mid-summer, lionfish seem to have 
proliferated on Cozumel's reefs, and Blue Magic 
Scuba has decided to do something to control a fish 
that threatens to decimate other marine life.  From 
February 1 through June 15, Blue Magic is sponsor-
ing a Lionfish Tournament and awarding prizes for 
such accomplishments as the most killed and the 
largest.  You spot the lionfish, the divemaster catch-
es it and the more lionfish caught, the more chances 
you have to win.  Prizes include free diving at Blue 
Magic Scuba, a $500 gift certificate for gear at the 
local dive shop of your choice, and a four-night stay 
at the Fiesta Americana, which also includes diving.  
To get all the details, go here (http://www.bluemagics-
cuba.com/) and click on the Lionfish tournament link 
in the lower left, or get the latest update here (http://
bluemagicscuba.wordpress.com/). For more informa-
tion or to book, call Blue Magic toll-free at 866-
712-6161 or e-mail joyce@bluemagicscuba.com.

http://blogs.usatoday.com/sciencefair/2010/01/cold-snap-killed-florida-coral.html
http://www.undercurrent.org
http://www.bluemagics-cuba.com/
http://www.bluemagics-cuba.com/
http://www.bluemagics-cuba.com/
http://bluemagicscuba.wordpress.com/
http://bluemagicscuba.wordpress.com/
mailto:joyce@bluemagicscuba.com
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LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:
• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net 

your text and graphics on disk to me at MP-93
• E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;

or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

January Meeting

2010 Activity Plans and Schedule  
- Jim Kennedy

At our last monthly meeting, Tuesday, January 
12th,  Jim Kennedy, our Activity Chair (and Direc-
tor at Large) led the discussion about dive trips and 
other activities.  Here is Jim's message:

Well, the holiday season is now officially be-
hind us and we all need to concentrate on where 
and when we are going to get a chance to use 
the new equipment we just got for the holidays.  
Or, maybe we just need to get the old reliable 
stuff ready for the new dive season.  With that 
having been said, I outlined the preliminary dive 
schedule for 2010.  

The board members have put their heads 
together and come up with an interesting sched-
ule.  It was created while keeping in mind the 
different types of activities we want to make 
available to Club members.  There are day trips, 
weekend dives, Florida Keys diving trips, and 
several international trips.  As you can see from 
the list, some people have already come forward 
and volunteered to pull together the informa-
tion needed for some trips, but we have several 
activities that need coordinators.  Any activity 
identified as “Open” needs an activity coordina-
tor assigned.  

Please review the 2010 activity schedule and 
contact me at jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com if you can 
help us out by coordinating an activity.  Experi-
ence is not required, training is available, and 
we have many experienced people that are more 
than willing to provide guidance if you have any 
questions.  We need volunteers to gather the in-
formation, run the activity, and help us make this 
another successful Club year.  Please consider 
coordinating just one activity.

One note, the schedule is changing and will 
continue to change.  If you would like to head 
up an activity that is not on the schedule, feel 
free to contact me, and we can certainly consider 
adding it to the schedule or replacing an exist-
ing trip that has not already had a coordinator 
assigned to it.  Several activities listed are just 
ideas and can easily be changed.

As always, we ask for your support in devel-
oping and running the activities.  Don’t forget 
the activity coordinators go for one-half price!

Keep diving and enjoy the experiences !!
Thanks,

Jim Kennedy 

mailto:jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com
http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:william.paskert@lmco.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com


LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’February 2010 10

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-93
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
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Upcoming Events
February 9 Meeting: Diving in Kuauai - Amanda Bryant
February 20 Trip: Paradise Spring - Al Wileden
March 9 Meeting: TBD
March 12 Trip: Disney DiveQuest - Jim Kennedy

Coconut Crab . . . Holy Cow!
How would you like to find this on the side of 

your trash can!!!!!!! (or anywhere!!!!)

Our friends in Australia sent us a picture of a 
Coconut Crab.  This is pretty interesting . . .

Coconut Crab (Birgus latro) is the largest terres-
trial arthropod in the world.  It is  known for its abil-
ity to crack coconuts with its strong pincers in order 
to eat the contents. 

It  is some-
times called the 
robber crab be-
cause some co-
conut crabs are 
rumored to steal 
shiny items 
such as pots and 
silverware from 
houses and 
tents.

The second  photo gives you a good idea of how 
large these crabs are - a coconut  crab is seeking 
food from a black trash can. 

The coconut crab is a large edible land crab 
related to the hermit crab, and is found in the tropi-
cal Indian and Pacific Oceans.  They eat coconuts 
for a living!  How would you like to be on an island 
and come across a crab that is more than 3 feet from 
head to tail and weighs up to 40 pounds, with a pair 
of large pincers strong 
enough to open coco-
nuts!  They can climb 
trees too, but they only 
eat coconuts that have 
already fallen to the 
ground. Coconut crab 
meat has been consid-
ered a local delicacy.

Thanks to contribu-
tor Jim Kennedy

http://www.martindiveclub.org

