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April Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

SCUBA Rangers Program 
Castaway's Marta Mullen

 Come join us for our April 13th meeting, and 
bring your kids or grandkids.  This month’s program 
is all about them!

Marta Mullen will tell us all about the program 
she’s running for them: SCUBA Rangers. 

See ‘Rangers’, page 8

$$$  
DUES ARE DUE  

$$$
Membership dues are due by April 30th, so get 

out your checkbook and bring it to the April meet-
ing, or mail a check to our Treasurer:

 Denise Aldridge 
 1249 Sunflower Trail 
 Orlando FL 32828

Dues are $20 per year, with an extra $5 if you 
want snail mail instead of e-mail or Lockheed Mar-
tin mail.  There is a $10 late fee for dues paid after 
the deadline, so “Just DUE It!”

Marta has been diving for over 16 years, has 
over 1000 dives, and has taught hundreds of divers.  
She's traveled to a number of Caribbean destina-
tions and a few Pacific ones.  She is also the owner 
of Castaway SCUBA located on East Colonial 
Drive.  

Marta will discuss the SCUBA Rangers pro-
gram, which currently has 12 members, all of which 
are turning out to be incredible divers.

What is SCUBA Rangers? --  It is a Way-Cool 
Kids Diving Club!

Kids must be 8-12 years old to be a part of the 
program.  This club is for the kids: to get them 
interested in diving and just having fun underwater.  
There is no official certification, so the kids will not 
be able to take off with their parents and go diving; 
however, the parents will be able to dive with their 
Rangers during any of the monthly specialty events.  
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 Denise Aldridge 407-568-2060 
 
Director at Large
 Jim Kennedy 352-874-3305 

Board of Directors
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 Jim Kennedy 352-874-3305 
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Communications
 Bill Paskert 407-356-2290
Equipment
 Bill Paskert 407-356-2290
Meetings
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Membership
 Denise Aldridge 407-568-2060
Merchandise
 Al Wileden 407-971-8525
Safety and Training
 Darrell Seale 817-308-9764
Webmaster
 Bill Paskert 407-356-2290

Hello Fellow Divers,

The Sun Gods smiled once again on the Lock-
heed Martin divers as they dared to venture into the 
depths of Devil's Den.  See the article later in the 
newsletter about the experience.  As for diving, the 
Activity Committee has laid out some great dives 
over the season, but some still need a coordinator to 
run them.  If anyone is interested, please contact Jim 
Kennedy for information about taking one on.  It’s 
fun, easy, and rewarding, as you arrange an activity 
suited to divers – diving!

If anyone had been surfing the Web recently and 
tried to get to the Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
website, you might have thought you had a problem 
with your Web browser.  Bright House is sometimes 
like that.  But in this case, it was partly the fault of 
the hosting company that brought down the site.  
Kudos to Denise Aldridge and Bill Paskert for tak-
ing on the task of getting us back up and running.  
They even did it communicating with folks who had 
little or no English.  You have to love the world of 
IT customer support.  

The hunt is still on for the perfect digital camera 
for the Club.  Art Beaulieu has done a great job of 
researching cameras that are well suited to the Club 
and members who want to have an opportunity of 

taking some underwater shots with the latest tech-
nology.  There is a lot to consider.  Ten or twelve 
megapixels?  Wide or narrow field of view?  Mac-
ro?  Video?  RAW?  Strobe?  Technology has come 
a long way from when all you had to do was make 
sure the number “1” was centered in the camera-
back film-viewing window.  I wonder if anyone 
makes a housing for my Brownie Sure Shot camera.

Last month’s meeting was all about the equip-
ment and the swap/trade/sale thereof.  I believe we 
had as much gear as I have seen in some dive shops 
with everything from wet suits to tanks to spear 
fishing gear.  There was even a film camera or two 
for sale.  Since it appeared that not all items sold, 
we may consider doing another one in the future.  
Thanks to Art Beaulieu for suggesting this fun 
event.  

This month’s meeting is one you will want to 
come out to if you have children, want to have chil-
dren, have grandchildren, or are just a kid at heart.    
Marta Mullen, from Castaway Scuba, will be join-
ing us with a presentation of the SCUBA Ranger 
program.  This is a program for kids 8-12 years 
old who can enjoy the thrill of SCUBA diving in a 
pool and controlled water environments, develop 
some good water skills, and have a lot of fun doing 
See ‘Pres’, page 8
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2010 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Partici- 

pants
Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Jan 23 Lemon Shark 
Jupiter

George McGuire 8 Closed Done $65

Feb 20 Paradise Spring, Belleview Al Wileden 
407-616-6270 
407-616-6272

8 Closed Done $30

Mar 12 Disney Dive Quest Jim Kennedy 
352-243-2425 
jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com

12 Closed Mar 5 $95

Mar 20 Devil’s Den, 
Williston

Al Wileden 
407-616-6270 
407-616-6272

No 
Limit

Closed Mar 20 $27

Apr TBD Ocean Fest Bill Paskert 
407-678-5311

No 
Limit

TBD TBD TBD

Apr 24 -  
May 1

Scuba Club Cozumel 
Cozumel 
(does not include air fare)

Marie Frank 
301-548-2366 
marie.s.frank@lmco.com

Only 1  
spot

$200 Now $871

May 8-15 Aqua Cat Grace Hampton 
(407) 737-8999 
gracphil@palmnet.net

Full $500 Wait list Est 
$2500

May ?? Tavernier, Marathon, Key Largo Open TBD TBD TBD

Jul 1-5th Amy Slate’s  
Key Largo

Bill Paskert 
407-678-5311

12 $200 April 30 $510

Jul 10-11 Steve’s Reef Ball  
North Miami

Ginger Ballou - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

8 $50 Jun 17 $180

Jul 16-23 Hotel Cozumel, Cozumel (includes 
food, drinks; but not air fare)  
Air about $400 R/T direct

Beth Shaffer - KSC*
(321) 453-6522 
cudas@mindspring.com

12
4 avail

$500 Now $1077

Jul 28 West Palm Beach John Lawlor - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

8 $35 Jun 17 $65

Jul ?? Scalloping  
Crystal River

Mike Gracey 
407-356-5752

Open TBD TBD TBD

Aug Wrecks 
North Carolina

Darrell Seale 
817-308-9764

TBD TBD TBD TBD

Sep 18-25 Buddy Dive 
Bonaire

Max Farley - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

8 $400 TBD $1,650

Sep 18 - 
Oct 2

Buddy Dive 
Bonaire

Max Farley - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

8 $400 TBD $2,450

Oct 29-31 Fantasy Fest Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655

20 Est 
$ 220

Nov 13-14 Tampa Area Aquariums – Mote 
Marine & Florida 

Bill Paskert 
407-678-5311

12 $45 TBD Est 
$90

Nov ?? Manatee Dive 
Crystal River

Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655

Est  
$145

Dec ?? Holiday Party Nancy Wileden 
407-616-6272

40 Est 
$30

Dec 31 New Years Eve 
Weeki Wachee 

Al Wileden 
407-616-6270 
407-616-6272

TBD TBD TBD
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Amy Slate's Amoray Dive Resort 
Key Largo
July 1 - 5, 2010

Payment schedule: $200 due at sign-up; sign-up 
deadline is April 30st.  Balance due June 1st.

Coordinator: Bill Paskert, 407-356-2290,  
3173 Battersea Way, Winter Park FL 32792 
william.paskert@lmco.com

Make your check payable to Bill Paskert

Award-winning dive resort: A PADI - 
National Geographic Gold Palm Resort 
and rated by Scuba Diving Magazine 
Best in the Florida Keys in 2008.
www.amoray.com

Enjoy a long weekend in the Florida 
Keys.  Two-tank dives on Friday, Sat-
urday, and Sunday morning for $510 
per diver.  Reef and wreck diving.  All 
rooms have a refrigerator and a micro-
wave.  The Club will furnish breakfast 
and juice, and drinks for the boat.
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Nominating Chairperson

May Is Election Time!
Fellow divers, join us at the May 11th meeting 

for the annual Club election of Officers.   Nomina-
tions will be accepted for President, Vice-Present, 
Secretary, and Treasurer.  Please submit your nomi-
nations to me, your Nominating Committee Chair 
Jim Kennedy, at jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com prior to April 
15th.  Additionally, nominations will be accepted 
from the floor the night of the meeting. 

If you would like to get involved with the Club 
but don’t feel an Officer position is your bubble 
in the sea, there is still a place for you.  We have 
three additional Board members who are elected at 
large; and if you would like to get involved with the 
direction the Club moves, please consider sending 
your name to me as well.  We will publish a list of 
candidates and Board members in the May issue of 
the Newsletter.  Your active participation is needed 
through this election process to ensure you are rep-
resented!

Still too much surge?  Well, there is still a place 
for you.  The Bylaws call for nine standing com-
mittee chairpersons.  These positions are normally 
filled by member volunteers after the election of 
Officers.  

For those members who may be thinking of 
running for office or volunteering for a chairperson 
position, plenty of help is always available.  Our 
Club has instructions on hand for each position, 
and our past Officers and chairpersons are willing to 
provide guidance and assistance.  Running for office 
will give you the opportunity to make a good Club 
great!

Jim Kennedy
Director at Large

Nominating Committee Chair

Lockheed Martin Dive 
Club Does Devil's Den

What a beautiful day for a dive in one of Flor-
ida’s most unique springs.  Nine members of the 
Club ventured just East of Williston, Florida, to one 
of two major springs in the area, Devil's Den.  Just 
down the road and to the South is another spring, 
known as Blue Grotto.  

The nine-member crew was made up of Jim and 
Patsy Kennedy, Mike Gracey, Matt Spears, Darrell 
Seale, Chuck Brown, Terry Keeny, Nancy and my-
self.  Along for a chance to get wet was our daugh-
ter, Liz Hawley.  We all arrived around 9 am, signed 
waivers, and donned our gear for a chance to get in 
before a group of students from Castaway Scuba, 
who had arrived around the same time.  

The Den had reserved a pavilion for us to set up 
under and an adjacent BBQ grill for use after our 
dives.  There were several other groups as well, but 
for the most part they were experienced divers and 
not likely to silt up the Den.
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First in were Jim and Patsy.  Next were Mike 
and Darrell, who were trying to decide if they had 
been to the Den before as they approached the steps 
leading down to the pool.  The rest of us followed 
and were welcomed by the cool 72-degree water 
and pristine conditions.  The visibility was top to 
bottom, and even with a few folks ahead of us the 
water stayed clear for most of the dive.  

Nancy, Matt Spears, Liz, and I teamed up and 
went clockwise around the Den.  Nancy found 
all of the swim-throughs as we went around and 
even some I didn’t remember.  Perhaps there was 
a reason as we managed to squeeze through some 
of them.  We saw the well known “Grim Reaper” 
signs on some of the smaller cave entrances, but I 
believe the only one disappointed that he couldn’t 
go beyond them was Darrell.  

There were a couple of photographers among 
us, Chuck and Terry.  Along the way, I saw Terry 
wedged behind a rock with camera armed and ready 
for something or someone to come swimming by.  

It was reported that there was a turtle among 
us and a couple of skulls lining the rim of the Den.  
Additionally, several catfish checked us out as we 
made our way around the perimeter.  The water 
appeared to be down a little bit from the last time I 
was there since I only registered a maximum of 45 
feet on my computer.       

Once back and accounted for, we fired up the 
grill and cooked some burgers and hot dogs.  The 
weather was picture perfect, and we enjoyed the 
sunshine and good conversation as we soaked up 
the sun, ate lunch, and just relaxed before the jour-
ney back to civilization.  

Another great dive; and again, thanks to all that 
made it possible.  

Al and Nancy Wileden
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Member Contributions 
This site has one of the best definitions ever of how to 

differentiate between the various types of turtles.  Great 
photos! (www.bonaireturtles.org/explore/bonaires-sea-turtles/)

Phil Hampton

Bonaire's Sea Turtles
Bonaire is home to three of the world’s seven species 

of sea turtles. Green and hawksbill turtles can be seen 
year-round, while loggerheads generally visit only during 
the nesting season.

Green turtle (Chelonia mydas)

The green turtle has a round face.  Its shell plates 
(scutes) do not overlap, and the edge of the shell (cara-
pace) is smooth and often scalloped (but not serrated) 
toward the rear of the body. Green turtles weigh up 
to 230 kg (500 lb), though on Bonaire most are much 
smaller.  Bonaire has a juvenile and sub-adult population 
year round, with adult turtles usually only present during 
the nesting season. 

Hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata)

The hawksbill turtle has a pointed face with a dis-
tinct beak-like appearance. Its scutes overlap, and the 
edge of the carapace is serrated toward the rear of the 
body.  Hawksbills weigh up to 85 kg (185 lb). Bonaire 
has a juvenile and sub-adult population year round, with 
most adult turtles present only during the nesting season.

Loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta) 

The loggerhead has a massive head that is broad 
and triangular in shape. The shell is often encrusted with 
barnacles. Its front flippers are relatively short compared 
to other species. Loggerheads weigh up to 200 kg (440 
lb). Loggerhead sightings on Bonaire are almost always 
of adults. 

Detailed information on all of the wider Caribbean 
sea turtle species can be found at:  
www.widecast.org/Biology/Pictorial/PictorialKey.html.

Rare species sightings on Bonaire
Leatherbacks are occasionally seen in Bonaire’s 

waters.  Usually they are sighted from boats in the deep 
waters offshore as the turtles pass in their quest to find 
their only food source – jellyfish.  On occasion Sea 
Turtle Conservation Bonaire is called to rescue leath-
erbacks that have become entangled in longlines used 
by the fishing industry.  And every once in a while, a 
leatherback comes ashore in an attempt to nest.

Green turtle - 
Robert van Dam

Juvenile green 
turtle.  Note 

rounded face -  
Andy Uhr

Hawksbill face.  
Note  

pointed beak -  
Susan Porter

Hawksbill turtle - 
Doug Cohen

Loggerhead - 
Irena da Cunda

Loggerhead - 
Marlene Robinson

Leatherback sea turtle - Daniel Evans
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The maximum depth the kids will go is 12 feet.

So what to the Rangers do?
-Rangers have fun SCUBA diving and partici-

pating in other fun club activities like games, 
movies, guest speakers, picnics, and more…

-Rangers SCUBA dive in a pool, spring, or the 
ocean with real diving equipment, play games 
underwater, and other fun stuff with friends! 

-Rangers learn the same skills SCUBA divers do 
- Real diving skills that will last a lifetime! 

-Rangers accomplish things that will amaze 
their parents and themselves.

-Rangers develop good water skills, and learn 
water safety.

-Rangers build confidence, self-esteem, and 
pride.

Rangers, from page 1

Come on out and hear about this wonderful 
program for the kids and their parents, and check 
out the pictures from previous classes on Castaway 
SCUBA’s Website (www.castawayscuba.com) and 
choose the SCUBA Rangers link.

We'll be gathering at 6:30 p.m., with the eve-
ning’s presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Af-
terwards, we hold our “formal” meeting covering 
CLUB business and member trip reports, followed 
by our great door prizes.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard (SR 
436) in Orlando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south 
of SR 408 (the East-West Expressway) on the east 
side of SR 436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

Pres, from page 2

it.  While the Rangers are not certified divers, the 
program does prepare them for when they are ready 
to become Certified Divers.  So come out and join 
us for fun, food, and good conversation.  

Until next time, see you “down under”,

Al Wileden
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LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:
• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net 

your text and graphics on disk to me at MP-93
• E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;

or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

March Meeting

SCUBA GEAR SALE
For our March 9 meeting, we borrowed an idea 

from our sister dive club in Brevard County, the 
KSC Barracudas.  

We invited everyone to bring any unwasted 
items to the meeting at Joe’s Crab Shack on March 
9th to sell, swap, or deal on.  If you needed some-
thing, you could post a ‘Wanted’ ad before the meet-
ing and see if someone showed up with what you 
needed.  We socialized, did some deals, and viewed 
a video of Al and Nancy's Hawaii Manta dive.

We sent out several e-mails listing the items 
available or wanted.  And some folks just showed up 
to buy, sell, and swap on that night.  We expected to 
see a lot of wetsuits (they shrink, you know), tanks, 
fins, cameras, etc.  Some folks had something they 
just wanted to give away.  They marked it ‘FREE’ 
and brought it along.  Here is a sample of what was 
available:

Wanted:
Dive computer, working condition, cheap!
Torey McCleskey, torey@cfl.rr.com

For Sale:
TUSA split fins, size M – ML, red and blue, ready for heavy 
current swimming
MX-10 Sea and Sea underwater camera (film, 35 mm)
YS-40 Sea and Sea strobe 
Dive knife, also known as a dive tool
Hoods (2)
Men’s 3-mil full wetsuit, size M  
Al Wileden, fwileden@cfl.rr.com

Women’s wetsuit, size 5, medium long
Full farmer john and jacket, custom zippers in ankles and 
wrists
Wendy McCleskey, wendy@maid4u.net

Aluminum 80, blue, recent hydro tested
Oceanic BCD with regulator, inflator 
Art Beaulieu, art@artbphoto.com

Accessories for Nikonos:
2 Strobes 
Misc wide-angle and closeup slip-on lenses
Nikonos O-ring sets

Phil Hampton, gracphil@palmnet.net

If anyone knows of a local group that might like 
donated dive gear items, please contact me.  There 
are several programs at foreign dive destinations, 
but it is hard to get gear there due to the airline 
weight restrictions.  If there is somewhere local, we 
can take any leftover and/or donated items to them.

Wendy McCleskey
Meeting Coordinator
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LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-93
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
(407) 306-5020
www.martindiveclub.org

Upcoming Events
April 13 Meeting: SCUBA Rangers - Marta Mullen

April 30 DUES ARE DUE
Apr 24 - May 1 Trip: Cozumel - Marie Frank
May 11 Meeting: Egypt - Mike Gracey; Elections

Safety and Training Chair
Coupon for Mosquito Control

FYI…according to the lady at the Infectious 
Disease Center, this is the BEST mosquito control on 
the market (she was telling me about this due to my 
potential travel to India and the chances of contract-

ing malaria due to mosquitoes).  This stuff is appar-
ently as effective as 100% DEET, but without all the 
harmful ramifications.  I found this coupon online, 
so I thought I’d pass along the info, and the coupon!  
The website on the coupon has a list of re-sellers - 
Bass Pro, Outdoor World, etc.

Darrell Seale


