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The Bahamas on the Aqua Cat 
Gary Comstock

Come to our July 13 meeting to hear about the 
KSC Barracudas’ trip to the Bahamas aboard the 
Aqua Cat on May 8 through 15.  Member Gary 
Comstock will tell us about it with a slide show 
including pictures by Phil Hampton and himself.

The trip was a huge success and the group of 10 
divers enjoyed good diving, good food, and good 
company among themselves, other divers on the 
boat, and the crew.  The live-aboard is docked at 
Paradise Island, Nassau.

We'll be gathering at 6:30 p.m., with the eve-
ning’s presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Af-
terwards, we hold our “formal” meeting covering 
CLUB business and member trip reports, followed 
by our great door prizes.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard (SR 
436) in Orlando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south 
of SR 408 (the East-West Expressway) on the east 
side of SR 436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

Sunday morning, during the boat and dive brief-
ing, they were taken to a nearby shallow reef for 
their fist dive.  The water was 81 degrees, and clear.  
During the day, they moved twice, with the opportu-
nity to dive two wall dives, a drift dive, and a night 
dive.   On Monday, they moved north to Goombay 
and Amberjack Reefs, where they enjoyed a shark 
feeding dive.  

A drift dive through Coral Cut provided further 
diversity diving, even before the night dive.  As 

they moved on to the walls of Eleuthera, the water 
temp dropped to 71- 75, and the lionfish proliferated 
into clusters on every dive.  

See ‘Aqua Cat’, page 4
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Hello Fellow Divers,

Well, here we are half-way through the year so 
let’s start July off with a “Bang”.  Let’s get out, get 
wet, and have some fun doing what we do best - 
diving.  It’s only a short drive over to the East coast 
and plenty of opportunities to jump on-board a dive 
boat and enjoy the underwater world of the sea and 
the wonders that it offers us.  

Our June meeting was great with Denise Mor-
rissette talking to us about her experiences diving 
in freshwater and finding several varying types of 
artifacts in and around Volusia County.  She showed 
us display cases of her treasures and even some 
pictures of a dug-out canoe found in 1985 at Deleon 
Springs.  It has been estimated was that the canoe 
was about 5000 years old.  

Her presentation also showed us her published 
book, the IPDU (Instructors of Play Diving Univer-
sity) Armchair Diver Manual.  The book is a real 
spoof on SCUBA diving and contains several car-
toons that were created by Denise that describe the 
funny aspects of diving.  What a great presentation, 
and thanks to Denise for sharing her experiences 

with us.  Another thanks to Carol Comstock who 
purchased one of Denise’s illustrations that we used 
for one of our door prizes.

There are still plenty of opportunities for any of 
you to arrange a dive trip to one of Florida’s great 
diving sites or one that has a special interest to you.  
Just contact our activity Chairman, Jim Kennedy, 
and he’ll help you with your planning and making 
arrangements for the trip.  Running a trip can be fun 
and very rewarding, seeing members of your Club 
enjoying themselves and enjoying the camaraderie 
of fellow divers.  

Our upcoming July meeting will be another 
great one with a presentation on the KSC Barracu-
das’ recent trip to the Bahamas on board the Aqua 
Cat.  Several members of our Club participated 
in the week-long live-aboard excursion, and Gary 
Comstock will present some highlights of this trip 
that was lead by Phil and Grace Hampton.  You’ll 
want to come out and hear all about the fun-packed 
trip.  

We will be gathering at Joe’s Crab Shack around 
6:30 pm, so come out and join in the fun and festivi-
ties.  Look forward to seeing you all there. 

Until next time, see you “down under”,

Al Wileden
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2010 Activity Schedule
Date Event Contact Partici- 

pants
Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Jan 23 Lemon Shark 
Jupiter

George McGuire 8 Closed Done $65

Feb 20 Paradise Spring, Belleview Al Wileden 
407-616-6270

8 Closed Done $30

Mar 12 Disney Dive Quest Jim Kennedy 
352-243-2425 
jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com

12 Closed Mar 5 $95

Mar 20 Devil’s Den, 
Williston

Al Wileden 
407-616-6270

No 
Limit

Closed Mar 12 $27

Apr 16,17 
and 18

Ocean Fest Moved to 2011
Ft. Lauderdale Beach

Bill Paskert 
407-678-5311

No 
Limit

Closed   

Apr 24 -  
May 1

Scuba Club Cozumel 
(does not include air fare)

Marie Frank 
301-548-2366 
marie.s.frank@lmco.com

Only 1  
spot

Closed Now $871

May 8-15 Aqua Cat Grace Hampton 
(407) 737-8999 
gracphil@palmnet.net

Full $500 Wait list Est 
$2500

Jul 1-5th Amy Slate’s  
Key Largo

Bill Paskert 
407-678-5311
William.paskert@lmco.com

12 $250 Now $510

Jul 10-11 Steve’s Reef Ball  
North Miami

Ginger Ballou - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

8 $50 Jun 17 $180

Jul 16-23 Hotel Cozumel 
Cozumel (includes food, 
drinks; but not air fare) Air 
about $400 R/T direct

Beth Shaffer - KSC*
(321) 453-6522 
cudas@mindspring.com

12
4 avail

$500 Now $1007

Jul 28 West Palm Beach John Lawlor - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

8 $35 Jun 17 $65

Moved to 
2011 

Scalloping  
Crystal River

Mike Gracey 
407-356-5752

N/A Closed N/A N/A

Aug Wrecks 
North Carolina

Darrell Seale
darrel@darrellseal.com 
8173089764

N/A Closed N/A N/A

Sep 18-25 Buddy Dive 
Bonaire

Max Farley - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

16
10 Avail

$400 Now $1,650

Sep 18 - 
Oct 2

Buddy Dive 
Bonaire

Max Farley - KSC* 
cudas@mindspring.com

8 $400 Now $2,450

Oct 29-31 Fantasy Fest Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655

20 Est 
$ 220

Nov 13-14 Tampa Area Aquariums – 
Mote Marine & Florida 

Bill Paskert 
407-678-5311

12 $45 TBD Est 
$90

Nov ?? Manatee Dive 
Crystal River

Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655

Est  
$145

Dec 05 Holiday Party Nancy Wileden 
407-616-6272

40 Est 
$30

Dec 31 New Years Eve 
Weeki Wachee 

Al Wileden 
407-616-6270 
407-616-6272

TBD TBD TBD
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During the week, they experienced close-up 
encounters with many grey and queen angelfish, 
rock beauties, crabs, spotted and green moray eels, 
queen triggerfish, tang, and numerous turtles.  They 
also saw eagle rays, and were introduced to the 
scarlet tip sea goddess, which is a colorful elusive 
nudibranch.

An exciting dive the last day was called The 
Washing Machine, a site where tidal currents inter-
act with a bowl formation on the ocean floor.  These 
currents pick you up, spin you head over heels, and 
shoot you out the other side.  

Aqua Cat, from page 1 During the week they lucked out on weather 
with fair skies, little wind, and mild currents and 
chop.  

The Aqua Cat crew offers alternate activities 
along with diving.  There are two land excursions, 
one to feed the Iguanas and another to hike on a 
Marine Park.  Fishing trips were provided to anyone 
interested, and they were scheduled between dives 
when possible.  Kirk, the cook, served up the best, 
most plentiful meals I have ever had on a live-
aboard trip.  Even diving 3 to 5 dives a day, most 
of us managed to gain a pound or two.  The Aqua 
Cat provides wine with dinner, really good beer on 
tap, and rum drinks with mixers 24/7.  However, the 
first-drink, last-dive rule is enforced.  
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As a group they had such a good time that Grace 
Hampton is looking into a 2011 dive club live-
aboard trip.
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Frogfish, from page 8

in the lee of a spit of land where a fleet of small, 
seldom-sailed boats bob.

The instant we arrive at the mooring, we realize 
our stars are aligned. Not only do we find a preg-
nant female as round as a grapefruit, but best yet, a 
golden-brown male half her size nestles at her side. 
If what we have heard about the reproductive be-
havior of frogfish is correct, we're in for a treat. Not 
daring to take my eyes off the pair, I reach over and 
squeeze Anna's hand.

Within seconds the male quivers, snaps his fins 
taunt and prances about his passive mate. In all 
likelihood, he has been hanging around all after-
noon becoming increasingly aroused by a rising tide 
of pheromones. His animated courtship antics play 
a crucial role in the female's ability to hydrate the 
thousands of eggs rapidly swelling within a casing 
tightly coiled inside her ballooning ovaries.

As we stare, hardly daring to blink, the male's 
passion shifts into overdrive. Increasingly aggres-
sive nudges pry the female's hindquarters off the 
sand. Quick as a snap, he wedges beneath her blimp 
of a body and with a thrashing tail propels her up. 
In a blur of dislodged sand and spinning bodies, 
a 4-foot ribbon emerges, catches the current and dis-
appears into the night.

Although it is well past midnight when we ar-
rive back at the motel room, Anna and I, still giddy 
with luck, watch her video sequence again and 
again. Her images are simply amazing. Even with 
the camera clicking off 30 frames per second, it was 
unable to capture clearly the supersonic spawning 
spin of the frogfish, showing the pair rotating in op-
posite directions.

Just before lights out, Anna, curled contentedly 
in the comforter with her eyes half closed, whispers 
the last word of the day, "Wow!"

http://www.alertdiver.com/283

© Alert Diver — Spring 2010
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LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:
• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net 

your text and graphics on disk to me at MP-93
• E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;

or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

June Meeting

The Diving Life of Denise Morrissette
At our June 8th meeting, we heard Denise Mor-

rissette tell us about her experiences in the world of 
SCUBA diving (and others).  Denise has had amaz-
ingly broad experiences in diving and related indus-
tries.  In 2000, she was inducted into the Women 
Divers Hall of Fame.  

As an instructor, she taught classes from Open 
Water to Instructor Trainer, including technical 
diving.  She was also a 100 Ton Master Captain.  

She co-authored and/or 
provided graphics, artwork, 
and photography for many 
diver training manuals and 
several diving magazines.  
She co-invented the NAUI 
OCEANx and also designed 
other innovative scuba div-
ing products.  

Denise is currently the 
vice president of Underwa-
ter Dynamics, Inc., a tech-
nical dive training materials 
developer for NAUI.

Recently, she pub-
lished the IPDU (Instruc-
tors of Play Diving Uni-
versity) Armchair Diver 
Manual.  The book is the 
first of its kind . . . a spoof 
on SCUBA diving!  It 
combines her wit, cartoon 
art, and years of SCUBA 
diving experiences!  It’s 
funny! To get a better idea 
of the book, please visit  
www.ipdu.info.  She will 
show us the IPDU manual 
and extend us a dive club 
discount, as well as do a 
book signing.

Also, she has a collection of artifacts (arrow 
heads, hair pins, rub bones, etc.) that were found 
in fresh water in Volusia County, along with a few 
pictures of the dugout canoe that her group found at 
De Leon Springs in 1987 that was carbon dated to 
be at least 5140 years old.
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Upcoming Events
Jul 13 Meeting: Aqua Cat - Gary Comstock
Aug 11  Meeting: TBD

From the Internet

Alert Diver Online, DAN

Caught in the Act
By Ned DeLoach and Anna DeLoach

The amorous striated frogfish of South Florida's 
Blue Heron Bridge.

Darkness is fast approaching as our charter boat 
full of fish-watching friends anchors in 12 feet of 
water inside Florida's Intracoastal Waterway, only 
a stone's throw from the Blue Heron Bridge. A 
constant hum of road noise overhead and the solid 
wall of lights of Riviera Beach, Fla., off to our right 
leave little doubt that we are diving in the heart of a 
pulsing metropolis.

Unhurriedly gearing up while waiting for the 
tide to go slack, Anna quizzes Lureen Ferretti, a 
frequent visitor to the site, about a striated frogfish 
that has recently taken up residence near a mooring 
line. As Anna zips up my wetsuit, she asks if I want 

to tag along. I gladly accept, and who wouldn't? 
The exotic circumtropical species is a rare find in 
Florida waters.

When we tumble off the dive platform, the cur-
rent is still brisk. According to calculations, it will 
be nearly a half hour before high tide brings a pe-
riod of calm, allowing us to hunt safely the bridge's 
encrusted pilings. Until then, we have a frogfish 
to find. Fortunately, our quarry lives close to shore 

See ‘Frogfish’, page 6


