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May Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

We'll be gathering at 6:30 p.m., with the eve-
ning’s presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Af-
terwards, we hold our “formal” meeting covering 
CLUB business and member trip reports, followed 
by our great door prizes.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard (SR 
436) in Orlando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south 
of SR 408 (the East-West Expressway) on the east 
side of SR 436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

It’s time to come up for some air and  join us at 
our regular Club meeting at Joe’s Crab Shack on 
May 10th.  We will be electing our 2011 slate of 
Officers.  In the April newsletter, we opened up the 
nomination process to Club members and accepted 
nominations from all Club members via email.  The 
email nomination process was then closed as of 
April 22nd.  

Those nominations have been compiled and are 
incorporated in the ballot on page 9 of this newslet-
ter.  Additional nominations will be accepted from 
the floor during the regular Club meeting on May 
10th as specifically directed in the Club Bylaws.  
That is why it is critically important that you attend 
the May meeting so that you are aware of the most 
up to date list of candidates for the Board.  Please 
make your best effort to attend the meeting and cast 
your vote in person for President, Vice-Present, 
Secretary, and Treasurer.  We will also be voting for 
three additional Board members who are elected at 
large.

Your active participation is needed through this 
election process to ensure you are represented!

If you have any questions or concerns about the 
election or the election process, feel free to contact 
any Board member.           

Jim Kennedy
Director at Large

The Election Is Here!
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President
 Al Wileden 407-971-8525 

Vice President
 Mike McCleskey 407-808-6453
 
 Secretary
 Nancy Wileden 407-971-8525

Treasurer
 Denise Aldridge 407-568-2060 
 
Director at Large
 Jim Kennedy 352-874-3305 

Board of Directors
 
 Bill Barney 407-356-6921 

 Bill Paskert 407-356-2290
 
 Darrell Seale 817-308-9764

Your Club Leadership

President's Column

Committee Chairs
Activity
 Mike Gracey 407-356-5752 
Camera
 Art Beaulieu 407-888-5775
Communications
 Bill Paskert 407-356-2290
Equipment
 Bill Paskert 407-356-2290
Meetings
 Wendy McCleskey 407-273-6655 
Membership
 Denise Aldridge 407-568-2060
Merchandise
 Al Wileden 407-971-8525
Safety and Training
 Darrell Seale 817-308-9764
Webmaster
 Bill Paskert 407-356-2290

Hello Fellow Divers,
T he Lockheed Martin Dive Club is at it again.  

Diving that is.  Since the last Newsletter hit the presses, 
LMDC has had two successful dives, thanks to Jim Ken-
nedy and Bill Barney.  

April 9th found the Club in the middle of an aquarium 
at Epcot.  There was no current or rough seas the day 
the Club did Epcot’s DiveQuest but they say that this is 
normal for this dive; and even divers who find dive boats 
uncomfortable or lack navigation skills can fully enjoy this 
wonderful dive.  The dive was so popular that Jim is trying 
to arrange another one, so if you would like to see some 
marine life up close and personal, contact Jim and put your 
name on the list for an incredible dive.  

On April 24th, Easter, LMDC once again set out to do 
some diving and ventured North to Ginnie Springs near 
High Springs, Florida.  The night before, the Easter Bunny 
had been doing some free diving in the main springs, and 
early Sunday morning there were hard boiled Easter Eggs 
to find under water.  One of our divers was lucky enough 
to find one that resulted in a great prize from the dive shop.  
Look for articles about both these dives elsewhere in the 
Newsletter. 

The “Ocean” is open for business, and it’s time to dust 
off the gear, grab a tank or two, and head out to do some 
of the incredible diving that Florida has to offer.  This year 
the Club is rewarding the diver who does the most dives 
with Diver of the Quarter awards and the Diver of the Year 

award.  Make sure that you take advantage of the perfect 
environment we have for diving and make sure to log 
your dives in our dive log at monthly meetings.  

Last month we had a great guest speaker, Bob Mitch-
ell from the Orange County Sheriff’s Office.  Bob is key 
to making sure that the OCSO dive team is ready to go in 
the event a search-and-recovery mission is needed.  His 
presentation was most informative and resulted in a lot 
of questions and interaction between Bob and members 
of the Club.  We learned that they are not a “SWAT” 
team and some other key facts associated with the team.  
Thanks to Bob and Wendy McCleskey for making this 
an enjoyable evening and one we’ll remember for a long 
time.

This month’s meeting is a key one since May is the 
annual elections and you’ll want to come out and cast 
your votes for the four elected positions on the Board.  
Since I will not be running for President this year, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank everyone in the 
Club for their support of me and the Club’s primary goal 
- Diving.  

We have had a lot of successful dives so far this year, 
and it’s due to your interest and support to the sponsors 
of those dives.  Please continue to support the Club and 
the newly elected President and other Board members as 
we move forward with this year’s diving schedule and 
the successful operation of the best dive club in Central 
Florida.  

Until next time, see you “down under”,
Al Wileden
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2011 Activity Schedule

Date Event Contact
Partici- 
pants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Jan 19
Thurs

Annual Activity 
meeting

Al Wileden 
407-616-6270, fwileden@cfl.rr.com

Open N/A N/A Free
Dinner

Feb 12
Sat

Paradise Spring, 
Belleview

Al Wileden 
407-616-6270, fwileden@cfl.rr.com

No 
Limit

$30 2/5/11 $30

Mar 19
Sat

Devil’s Den, 
Williston

Mike Gracey 
407-356-5752, mike.gracey@lmco.com

12 $30 3/12/11 Est
$30

Apr 9 
Sat

Disney 
DiveQuest

Jim Kennedy 
352-243-2425, jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com

12 $95 4/5/11 $95

Apr 24
Sun

Ginnie Springs
Easter Egg Hunt

Bill Barney
407-695-7519, william.j.barney@lmco.com

No 
Limit

$15 4/15/11  $15

May 27-
30
Mem Day

Parmers Place
Little Torch Key 

Marie Frank
321-945-4244, marie.s.frank@lmco.com 

10 $150 NOW $415

Jun 18-25 Belize
Sun Dancer II

Grace Hampton 
407-737-8999, gracphil@palmnet.net

10 Full Full Est
$2500

Jun 25 
Sat

Riviera Beach 
Narcosis

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

8 $65 
 NOW

6/17/11 $65

Jul 9 Venice Beach
Boat Shark Tooth

Gary Comstock
407-694-3490, Seabase195@aol.com 

12-14 $30 6/9/11 $60

Jul 2-10 Cozumel
Holbox 
Whale Sharks 

Wendy McCleskey 
407-273-6655, wendy@maid4u.net

14 $300
3/8/11

TBD Est
$1250

Jul 27 
Wed

Riviera Beach 
Narcosis Lobster

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

10 $65 
 NOW

7/21/11 $65

Jul 28
Thurs

Riviera Beach 
Narcosis Lobster

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

10 $65 
 NOW

7/21/11 $65

Jul, Aug Ultimate 
Getaway
Ft. Myers

Darrell Seale
817-308-9764, darrell@darrellseale.com

Open TBD TBD TBD

Jul 23-24 Scalloping  
Crystal River

Mike Gracey, Gary Comstock 
407-356-5752, 407-886-8228

12 TBD TBD TBD

Aug 20 
Sat

Blue Heron 
Bridge
Shore Dive

Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655, mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

No 
Limit

FREE 8/9/11 FREE

Sep 3-5 Marathon 
Florida Keys

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

10 TBD TBD TBD

Sep 24- 
Oct 1 

Bonaire I Max Farley 
321-452-1435, maxfarley@cfl.rr.com

16 $400 
3/20/11

 8/21/11 $1750

After 
Labor Day

Ichetucknee 
Snorkeling

Gary Comstock
407-694-3490, Seabase195@aol.com

No 
Limit

TBD TBD TBD

Sep 24-
Oct 8 

Bonaire II Max Farley 
321-452-1435, maxfarley@cfl.rr.com

16 $600 
3/20/11

 8/21/11 $2550

Oct 26-
Nov 2

Fantasy Fest TBD 20 TBD TBD TBD

Nov 11-12 Manatee Dive 
Crystal River

Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655, mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

14 $50 10/1/11 Est 
$95

Dec 4
Sunday

Holiday Party
Brunch

Nancy Wileden 
407-971-8525, nwileden@cfl.rr.com

40 TBD 11/25/11 Est 
$30

mailto:fwileden@cfl.rr.com
mailto:fwileden@cfl.rr.com
mailto:mike.gracey@lmco.com
mailto:jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com
mailto:william.j.barney@lmco.com
mailto:marie.s.frank@lmco.com
mailto:gracphil@palmnet.net
mailto:jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:Seabase195@aol.com
mailto:wendy@maid4u.net
mailto:jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:darrell@darrellseale.com
mailto:mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com
mailto:jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
mailto:Seabase195@aol.com
mailto:maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
mailto:mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com
mailto:nwileden@cfl.rr.com
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Looe Key Dive Trip
Memorial Weekend, May 27 - 30, 2011

2 tank dives Saturday (wreck dive), Sunday, and Monday mornings with Underseas, 
Inc. (www.underseasinc.com)

3 night stay at Parmer's Resort (www.parmersresort.com), 1/4 mile off US Hwy 1 on 
Little Torch Key - A modern ‘Old Florida’ waterfront  location featuring a beautiful 
pool and a complimentary continental breakfast of fresh breads, muffins, fresh fruit, 
coffee, and tea from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. daily.  Parmer's is near the Key Deer National 
Wildlife Refuge and the Bahia Honda State Park.  It’s in the Great Heron National 

Refuge and just 25 miles from Key West!

On Saturday, we will be diving the Adolphus Busch, Sr., a 210-ft freighter sunk in-
tentionally on December 5, 1998.

The price per diver is $415 - double occu-
pancy

Deposit: $150 due NOW; make check pay-
able to Marie Frank, 19007 Highstream 
Drive, Germantown MD 20874

For more information, contact Marie at 
(work) 301-548-2366, (cell) 321-945-4244.
marie.s.frank@lmco.com

Only 
4 s

pots 
lef

t

http://www.underseasinc.com
http://www.underseasinc.com
http://www.parmersresort.com
http://www.parmersresort.com
mailto:marie.s.frank@lmco.com
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*Based on 14 Divers 
$300 Deposit Due Now
Wendy McCleskey
1814 Billingshurst Ct.
Orlando FL 32825-8437
wendy@maid4u.net
407-273-6655

Is snorkeling with a Whale Shark on your Bucket List?  Here is your opportunity to do it!

July 2 Fly to Cancun 
Airport Pick-Up by Holbox Island Transport 
Ferry to Holbox Island 
3 Nights at the Paraiso Del Mar, including breakfast.

July 3 Swim with Whale Sharks on our own private boat, unlimited swims, quick stop 
for fishing and fresh ceviche.  Food & drinks on boat provided.  Walk to town for 
a locally prepared dinner.

July 4 Free Day - go back for another Whale Shark adventure, lay on the beautiful 
beach, tour the island, arrange a fishing trip, visit the fresh water spring, lots of 
options for you to spend the day how you want to.

July 5 Transport back to Cancun Airport and Maya Air shuttle to Cozumel. 
5 Nights at Scuba Club Cozumel, 3 days of diving, 3 meals/day included.  Unlim-
ited shore diving.

July 6-9 Dive the beautiful reefs of Cozumel, enjoy the excellent food, lay in a hammock 
on the beach, walk to town for shopping or exploring.  One free day - take the 
ferry to Playa del Carmen, visit Tulum, Xel-Ha', or Xcaret, add a day of diving, 
tour Cozumel, or just relax.

July 10 Maya Air to Cancun, fly home.

Bucket List
• Swim with Whale Sharks
• Drift dive Cozumel reefs
• Tour ancient Mayan ruins
• Party all night at Carlos & Charlie's . . .
• …

LMDC Bucket List Adventure

WHALE SHARKS & COZUMEL
July 2 - 10, 2011

*Approximate Cost - $1,250/person, double occupancy
Includes transportation from Cancun to Holbox, hotels, whale shark excursion, air trans-

portation from Cancun to Cozumel, diving & meals in Cozumel.  

Does not include airfare to and from Cancun to your home base, additional tours and 
meals, taxi to and from hotel in Cozumel, or tips.

Nee
d one m

ore 
Dive

r

mailto:wendy@maid4u.net
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Venice Shark Teeth Dive
July 9, 2011

The great dive will take place on Saturday in Venice, 
Florida.  You can either drive the 2+ hour trip the morn-
ing of July 9th, or stay at one of the local hotels for $70-
110 the night before and wake up ready to hit the water.

We will meet at a park at 9 am just across a small river 
from Pop’s Sunset Grill in Nokomis, Florida (www.

popssunsetgrilltogo.com) and we will board “Conch Quest”.  The 30 ft open dive boat, holds 18 divers and a 
crew of 3.  It’s a very short run out the inlet to Venice Beach, less than 15 minutes.  We will be diving ap-
proximately 1-2 miles offshore in 25 to 30 ft. 

Our mission; Megalodon Teeth!  The giant prehistoric shark was 
among the largest predators the Earth has ever seen.  It was more 
than 50 feet long and weighed 50 tons or more.  Many paleontolo-
gists regard Megalodon as the direct ancestor of the great white 
shark.  We do not anticipate encountering any Megalodons, just 
their teeth.

For eons, sharks have died in the Gulf of Mexico.  Their carcasses 
sink to the ocean floor and are covered by layers of sand and silt, 
where they decompose, leaving only their teeth and jaws.  Since a 

single Tiger shark can produce as many as 24,000 teeth in 10 years that means literally billions of teeth have 
been deposited in the Gulf . . . their loss is our gain!

The diving is easy, conducted in shallow water; and once you get your eyes adjusted to the terrain, you should 
be able to pick up some beautiful teeth and the occasional fossil. If you have a small mesh bag bring it with 
you to use to put your goodies in. 

We plan to dive 2 dives, and will dive until about noon.  Then Conch Quest will whisk us back to the dock 
where we can get dressed, dry off, and get ready for lunch at Pop’s, where the locals eat!  There are no chang-
ing facilities or showers at the dock, so plan accordingly. 

Cost of $60 includes the boat trip, two tanks, weights, snacks, 
and water.  Try to find a 2 tank boat dive for that price anywhere!  
Conch Quest’s regular price is $90.

More to come . . . presentation at May meeting.  This trip will fill 
quickly so call Gary Comstock at 407-694-3490.

http://www.popssunsetgrilltogo.com
http://www.popssunsetgrilltogo.com
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Disney DiveQuest
April 9, 2011

We met at 6:30 p.m., completed the mandatory 
paperwork, and took the backstage tour that was 
filled with interesting information about how the 
entire operation runs.  That was then followed by a 
great dive.  Since the group in front of us cancelled, 
we got a little extra time in the tank.  

Our group consisted of Jim and Patsy Kennedy; 
Al and Nancy Wileden; Matt, Amy, and Anthony 
Spears; Mark, Joshua, and Alysa Daily; Gary 
Comstock; Ricardo Smith; Carrie Rossi; and Ron 
Eubanks.

Everyone enjoyed the dive, and some found 
it even more fascinating to interact with the kids 
that were watching us from the restaurant or the 
observation areas.  At the completion of the dive, 
we had a short walk back to the locker room area 
where those great hot showers were waiting for us.  
We then went upstairs to the dive debriefing room 
where we watched the video of our dive.  Also 
while we were there, we completed our dive log 
books and headed outside to catch the end of the 
fireworks display before we left the park.  

There was one small change from years past; 
instead of a T-shirt, we were given a backpack to 
carry home our wet bathing suits.

The Disney DiveQuest excursion held on April 
9th had 14 Club participants.  Normally, Disney 
runs this trip for 12 divers.  Because we managed 
to negotiate with Disney and they agreed to allow 

2 additional people to be added to the group, we 
were able to refund an additional $15 to each diver 
making the final cost of the trip $80 instead of the 
advertised price of $95.  This is a great benefit for 
Club members.  We saved members almost $100 
over the regular price!  

Unfortunately we were not able to accommo-
date everyone that wanted to go, so I have started 
another list for those interested in getting in on a 
second group.  Once I get another group of 12, I 
will pull together a trip sometime later in the fall.  I 
currently have 6 people on the second group list.  If 
you would like to get in on this second group, email 
me at jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com.  

Jim Kennedy
Trip Coordinator

mailto:jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com
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Ginnie Springs  
Easter Egg Hunt

The Ginnie Springs Event on Easter Sunday 
was different and exciting; however, by the time the 
LMDC group (consisting of Al and Nancy Wileden, 
Jim and Patsy Kennedy, and I reached the spring it 
was all over.   The underwater egg hunt (it turned 
out) was mainly for kids, most of whom were in the 
water promptly at 8:00 a.m. (with no wet suits) and 
had collected all of the eggs within 20 minutes.  

Just watching the underwater egg hunt made 
everyone feel like a kid again (remembering their 
egg hunts of the past) with the added challenge of 
skin diving to find the “hidden” eggs.  The weather 
was bright and sunny, and the water temperature 
was that constant 72°F that makes spring diving an 
adventure in itself. 

We were almost the first divers in after the 
egg hunt was over and re-acquainted ourselves 
with the spring’s terrain.  As I was exiting from 
the cavern, I stumbled upon a missed egg that had 
obviously been jostled from its original location 
into the mouth of the cavern (well beyond where a 

single breath from a snorkeler would allow it to be 
found).  Bringing it up and turning it in later in the 
day yielded  a certificate for a T-shirt which was 
promptly cashed in.  

As we were finishing up our first dive, we were 
joined by Darrell Seale and Wes Kavanaugh just 
getting into the water.  

Lunch was served after everyone finished the 
first dive (sandwiches, chips, and orange slices), and 
the LMDC group shot was taken by one of the Gin-
nie Springs Staff.  

The second dive was at the Devil’s eye and 
Devil’s ear just a walking distance from the Ginnie 
Spring location.  One tank sufficed for both first and 
second dives, and the day was enjoyed by all.  A 
benefit of spring diving is that your gear does not 
have to be washed when you get home.

Bill Barney
Trip Coordinator
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club
2011 Board of Directors 

Official Ballot

 Below is the current list of nominees to the Board of Directors for the Lockheed Martin Dive Club.  Please complete the ballot and return 
to Jim Kennedy at jimkennedy@clf.rr.com by Monday May 9th, 2011 at 8:00 PM.  E-mail ballots not received before 8:00 PM will not be 
counted.

Instructions:

Place an “X” in the box (x) next to the individual you would like to vote for in each position ( President, Vice President and so 
on) OR write in a candidate’s name.  If you write in a name, be sure to write it CLEARLY.
Print your name where indicated on the bottom and return the Ballot to jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com or mail to
Jim Kennedy, 12638 Scottish Pine Lane Clermont FL 34711. 

Officers:
President:
 o  Mike Gracey
 o __________________
 o __________________

  Vice President:
 o Mike McCleskey
 o __________________
 o __________________

 Secretary:
 o Nancy Wileden
 o __________________
 o__________________

 Treasurer:
 o Al Wileden
 o __________________
 o __________________

Board Members:
Director:
 o Bill Paskert
 o __________________
 o __________________
Director:
 o Darrell Seale
 o __________________
 o __________________
Director:
 o Bill Barney

 o __________________
 o __________________

Voting Member Name:  ________________________      Signature: _____________________________
                                                     (PRINT)

mailto:jimkennedy@clf.rr.com
mailto:jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com
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Woman survives encounter with 
leaping spotted eagle ray

www.orlandosentinel.com

200-pound Spotted Eagle Ray pins tourist 
in Fla. Keys
By Linda Trischitta, Sun Sentinel
6:37 p.m. EDT, March 29, 2011
ISLAMORADA—

A spotted eagle ray that made spectacular leaps 
from the turquoise waters of Islamorada gave an Il-
linois family an unforgettable fish tale to take home 
from their Florida vacation.

The Hausch family was enjoying an afternoon 
eco-tour boat ride on Friday when the 200-pound 
ray that they were photographing leaped into their 
boat and struck Jenny Hausch in the chest, offi-
cials said.  The creature had a 5.5-foot wing span.  
Hausch was with her husband and three children at 
the time.

"Our hands were shaking," Klein said. "I didn't 
expect for her not to be going to the emergency 
room.  I'm thrilled and it's amazing that there was 
not a single thing wrong with her."

The captain said the Hausch children wanted to 
return to shore, but their parents did not want them 
to become fearful.  So the group continued their 
tour aboard Klein's 26-foot catamaran, called Two 
Chicks Charters.  Klein said the family snorkeled 
and fished and cruised through mangroves.

"We'll never forget it," Klein said.  "They are an 
amazing family.  It puts everything in focus when 
something like that happens."

Boat captain Kelly Klein said after the fish 
struck Hausch, "She fell down, and the ray landed 
on top of her.  She was underneath it and it was 
slamming her down on the deck, repeatedly."  Klein 
moved the rest of the family to the back of the boat 
as two Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission officers responded in their vessel to the 
children's screams.

"We still could not get the ray off of her," Klein 
said.  After 10 minutes, "The officers got a foot or a 
hand and pulled her free."  The officers waited for 
the ray to wear itself out.  They tied a rope around it 
and pulled it into the water, and it swam away, said 
Officer Robert Dube of the commission.

Klein said Hausch was knocked off her feet but 
not injured.

Dube said Hausch is lucky.  In 2008, a Michi-
gan woman who was boating in the Keys was also 
struck by a ray.  "It broke her neck," Dube said.  
The collision killed both the woman and the fish.

In last week's encounter, Klein was idling her 
boat, not moving fast.  And that lessened the danger 
of the fish strike against Hausch, Dube said.  But 
the ray left behind a souvenir more tactile than the 
memory of the encounter: a potentially lethal barb.

Florida wildlife officials say a mature spot-
ted eagle ray, or bonnet ray, can grow to have a 
wingspan of 10 feet, weigh up to 500 pounds, and 
measure up to 17 feet, from the tip of its snout to 
the end of its whip-like tail.

The fish will jump for various reasons, state 
experts said: to play, evade predators, shed para-
sites, or even take part in a mating ritual.  The ray, 
a fish with a skeleton composed mostly of cartilage, 
is protected in Florida waters.  They swim near the 
surface and occasionally leap completely out of the 
water.  Rays are considered to be a non-aggressive 
species and of little danger to humans.  Still, they 
do have a venomous barb at the base of the tail that 
is useful for self-defense.

ltrischitta@tribune.com or 954-356-4233

http://www.orlandosentinel.com
mailto:ltrischitta@tribune.com
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LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:
• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net 

your text and graphics on disk to me at MP-93
• E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;

or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

April Meeting
Robert A Mitchell

Orange County Sheriff’s Office
Underwater Search & Recovery Team (Dive Team)

"We’re Not SWAT"
Tuesday, April 12, 2011

Robert A. Mitchell (Bob) has served with the 
Orange County Sheriff’s Office (OCSO) Dive Team 
since 2004 as the Team’s Dive Medical Technician 
or Medic.  Bob is responsible for the dive health of 
the deputies that perform this service for the citi-
zens of Orange County and Central Florida.  Bob 
is also the Emergency Manager and Operations 
Chief for the Reedy Creek Fire Rescue and Emer-
gency Services Department in Lake Buena Vista, 
Florida.  Bob will be talking about what the OSCO 
Dive Team does, and how it operates around Central 
Florida.

Bob had a PowerPoint presentation that com-
bined information slides with video clips from 
newscasts featuring the dive team.  He also added 
some humor with slides and YouTube videos show-
ing “swat team” people making stupid mistakes and 
titled ‘We Are Not SWAT!’

There are 23 sworn deputies on the team, and 
it is a part-time on-call unit.  All the members have 
other positions, but are trained in special skills and 
the use of equipment that allows them to operate 
underwater.  They have to recertify for the team 
annually, and each diver holds multiple certification 
levels.

The dives are non-recreational and most often in 
hazardous environments - they are basically “cess-
pool” divers.   Average viz is 0!  The gear includes 
Haz-Mat (hazardous material) suits and full-face 
masks with communication capability.  Every dive 
includes a thorough decontamination process after-
wards.  They average about 60 callouts a year. 

The team does a lot of evidence recovery, since 
criminals take advantage of all the water in the area 
to dispose of evidence.  The main task of the team 
is searching for missing persons in water.  Body 
recoveries are the result of homicides, drowning, 
or boating or car accidents.  The team often spends 
several days at a scene.

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:william.paskert@lmco.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Upcoming Events
May 10 Meeting: Club Officer Elections, Venice Shark Dive
May 27-30 Dive Trip: Looe Key, Parmers Place - Marie Frank
June 14 Meeting: Thailand - George McGuire
May 27-30 Dive Trip: Looe Key, Parmers Place - Marie Frank

Science on msnbc.com

OurAmazingPlanet
updated 4/21/2011 7:26:13 PM ET

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/42708943/ns/technol-
ogy_and_science-science/from/toolbar

A fleeting encounter of two translucent goby fish has 
won the top prize at the 2011 Annual Underwater Pho-
tography Contest, hosted by the University of Miami's 
Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science.  
More than 600 pictures were entered in the contest, from 
photographers representing 20 countries. 

The winning photograph was of two tiny gobies, no 
bigger than an inch, spotted on a dive near Marsa Alam 
on Egypt's Red Sea coast.  The sea creatures' quick get-
together was captured by Tobias Friedrich of Germany.

"I spotted the first goby and set up my camera for a 
close angle," Friedrich said.  "Slowly I was approach-
ing the small fish so that it could fill out the picture a 
bit more.  When I was ready for the shot, surprisingly, a 
second goby came out of nowhere and placed itself on 
top of the first one."  Friedrich quickly snapped a couple 
of shots before the second goby disappeared seconds 
later, he said.
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