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July Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

We'll be gathering at 6:30 p.m., with the eve-
ning’s presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Af-
terwards, we hold our “formal” meeting covering 
CLUB business and member trip reports, followed 
by our great door prizes.  

The meeting will be at Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is located at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard (SR 
436) in Orlando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south 
of SR 408 (the East-West Expressway) on the east 
side of SR 436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

Please join us at our regular Club meeting at 
Joe’s Crab Shack on July 12th.  Tim Griggs from 
Divers Direct will be telling and showing us all 
about underwater photography.

Tim and Spencer Jackson, the Interna-
tional Drive store’s head instructor, will be 
bringing the latest cameras from SeaLife, 
SEA&SEA, Olympus, and GoPro for us to 
try out.  They'll also bring some of the more 
common accessories to make underwater 
photography easier and more enjoyable.  
Spencer will also be available to discuss their 
Digital Underwater Photography specialty course.

Tim began diving in 1975 at the age of 6.  He 
continued diving throughout his 5 years in the U. S. 
Navy.  This allowed him the unique opportunity to 
dive all over the world in places most people have 
never heard of, much less considered diving.  He 
has been with Divers Direct for 10 years, predomi-
nantly in the Key West location. 

Underwater Photography
by Tim Griggs
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Greetings fellow divers!  

As I'm sure you have noticed, warm weather 
and water are here, and it's time to get wet.  Our trip 
to Looe Key over the Memorial Day weekend was 
a resounding success and the Club members that 
participated had 3 days of remarkable diving.  As an 
added bonus, several trips to Key West were made 
after our dives.  No, we won't be reporting on those, 
as it was agreed that what happens in Key West 
stays in Key West!  Marie Frank, our coordinator, 
organized the trip, and her report and pictures are 
featured later in the newsletter.

There are a number of great Club sponsored 
dives on tap during the upcoming season for you 
to choose from.   Wendy McCleskey has planned 
a trip to Cozumel that promises to be the dive of a 
lifetime.  Gary Comstock has developed a fantastic 
adventure in search of Megeladon teeth at Venice 
Beach.  In conjunction with our sister club, the KSC 
Barracudas, there are several options available to 
dive at Riviera Beach.  Mike McCleskey has an in-
teresting trip to the Blue Heron Bridge in August on 
the schedule.  And Darrell Seale is putting together 
a great trip to the Dry Tortugas later in the season 
and has two options for us to choose from.  Check 

See ‘Mike’, page 7

the dive schedule for dates and times, sign up with 
the trip coordinators, and join in the fun!

The long planned move of our monthly meeting 
site to TGI Friday's was approved by the Board of 
Directors at our last meeting.  Our time at Joe's Crab 
Shack has been fun, and we will miss the familiar 
setting and great service.  During our July meet-
ing at Joe's, we will present the management with a 
letter of thanks that Nancy Wileden is writing.  The 
first meeting at Friday's will be August 9th.  We've 
moved the start time for the social gathering and 
meeting up a half-hour to 6:00 and 6:30, respec-
tively, to better accommodate both new and existing 
members.  

The Board's reasons for these moves were 
prompted by a decrease in our membership and 
participation in Club-sponsored dives.  One of the 
changes we've made to counter this trend revolves 
around relocating the meeting closer to potential 
members at the Lockheed Martin main plant on 
Sand Lake Road.  By moving closer to the plant, 
we hope to garner interest in Club membership by 
making meeting attendance more convenient.  At 
the same time, we want to energize our core group 
to assist with bringing in more members by ask-
ing their diving friends to attend our meetings and 
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2011 Activity Schedule

Date Event Contact
Partici- 
pants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Jan 19
Thurs

Annual Activity 
meeting

Al Wileden 
407-616-6270, fwileden@cfl.rr.com

Open N/A N/A Free
Dinner

Feb 12
Sat

Paradise Spring, 
Belleview

Al Wileden 
407-616-6270, fwileden@cfl.rr.com

No 
Limit

$30 2/5/11 $30

Mar 19
Sat

Devil’s Den, 
Williston

Mike Gracey 
407-356-5752, mike.gracey@lmco.com

12 $30 3/12/11 Est
$30

Apr 9 
Sat

Disney 
DiveQuest

Jim Kennedy 
352-243-2425, jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com

12 $95 4/5/11 $95

Apr 24
Sun

Ginnie Springs
Easter Egg Hunt

Bill Barney
407-695-7519, william.j.barney@lmco.com

No 
Limit

$15 4/15/11  $15

May 27-
30
Mem Day

Parmers Place
Little Torch Key 

Marie Frank
321-945-4244, marie.s.frank@lmco.com 

10 $150 NOW $415

Jun 18-25 Belize
Sun Dancer II

Grace Hampton 
407-737-8999, gracphil@palmnet.net

10 Full Full Est
$2500

Jun 25 
Sat

Riviera Beach 
Narcosis

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

8 $65 
 NOW

6/17/11 $65

Jul 2-10 Cozumel
Holbox 
Whale Sharks 

Wendy McCleskey 
407-273-6655, wendy@maid4u.net

14 $300
3/8/11

TBD Est
$1250

Jul 9 Venice Beach
Boat Shark Tooth

Gary Comstock
407-694-3490, Seabase195@aol.com 

12-14 $30 6/9/11 $60

Jul 27 
Wed

Riviera Beach 
Narcosis Lobster

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

10 $65 
 NOW

7/21/11 $65

Jul 28
Thurs

Riviera Beach 
Narcosis Lobster

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

10 $65 
 NOW

7/21/11 $65

Aug 6 Ichetucknee 
Snorkeling

Gary Comstock
407-694-3490, Seabase195@aol.com

No 
Limit

TBD TBD TBD

Aug 20 
Sat

Blue Heron 
Bridge
Shore Dive

Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655, mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

No 
Limit

FREE 8/9/11 FREE

Sep 3-5 Marathon 
Florida Keys

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com

10 TBD TBD TBD

Sep, Oct Ultimate 
Getaway
Ft. Myers

Darrell Seale
817-308-9764, darrell@darrellseale.com

Open TBD TBD TBD

Sep 24- 
Oct 1 

Bonaire I Max Farley 
321-452-1435, maxfarley@cfl.rr.com

16 $400 
3/20/11

 8/21/11 $1750

Sep 24-
Oct 8 

Bonaire II Max Farley 
321-452-1435, maxfarley@cfl.rr.com

16 $600 
3/20/11

 8/21/11 $2550

Oct 26-
Nov 2

Fantasy Fest TBD 20 TBD TBD TBD

Nov 11-12 Manatee Dive 
Crystal River

Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655, mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

14 $50 10/1/11 Est 
$95

Dec 4
Sunday

Holiday Party
Brunch

Nancy Wileden 
407-971-8525, nwileden@cfl.rr.com

40 TBD 11/25/11 Est 
$30
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Snorkel The Ichetucknee River 
 
Dive date: Saturday August 6th -rain or shine  
 

Cost: Approximate $15 per person-Includes parking, shuttle and river 

fees plus a club picnic (Grilled dogs and burgers, coleslaw, potato 

salad, drinks, desert.) 
 

Address/Location: Fort White Florida-off  I-75 North-138 Miles (2 hours 20 

minutes) from the Sandlake Plant. 
 

Number of divers: Unrestricted 
 

Activity: Tubing and snorkeling in gin-clear water for 3 hours 
 

Inside scoop: What the thousands of visitors drop from their floats (sunglasses, 

watches, masks, new jackets and shirts, jewelry, etc. is a snorkeler’s Mecca)  
 

Restrictions: No food or drink on river, no artifact collection. 
 

Water temp: Balmy 72 degrees to 75 degrees-sometimes I wear a 

shorty or a skin. 

 

What will you see: Wide variety of fish, turtles galore, raccoons, otter, 

occasional small gators, fresh water eels, rock formations, incredible 

fauna and flora and a host of overhanging trees with every species of 

bird imaginable. The trip down the river is clear, clean and not weedy 

like Rainbow River, as it is primarily rock bottomed. It is very safe, impeccably maintained and pristine. 

 

Depth: 1’ to 15’ max  
 

Clarity: Visibility is 100’ – 200’ consistently  
 

Underwater Photography/Video: Absolutely, if you have a camera it is a MUST! If you have a video system, 

bring it! 
 

General Information: This is a 3 hour float from the North Entrance: We’ll arrive early as they have a daily 

limit of 750 tubers per day at the North Entrance off CR 238. The driver of the vehicle will drop off all of the 

passengers and tubes at the North picnic area and drive to the South parking lot to park. During the 

approximately 45 minute wait, the passengers can swim in the spring, play at the playground, or picnic. A 

shuttle van will take only the driver from the South parking lot to the North to meet his or her party at the North 

picnic area. Once the driver arrives, the group may tube down the river together. You can exit the river at 

Dampier's Landing, a 2-1/2 hour float, with a 5 minute walk back to your vehicle; or, exit the river at the last 

take-out point where a tram takes you to your vehicle and where we will picnic.  

 

Interested?: Gary Comstock-PO Box 522-Gotha, FL 34734 (407) 694-3490-Seabase195@aol.com 



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’June 2011 6

Looe Key Dive Trip
Memorial Day Weekend

A small group of six Club members stayed at 
Parmer’s Resort on Little Torch Key.  As usual, they 
furnished us with a great continental breakfast of 
fresh fruit, breads, and muffins.  Our small group 
at Parmer’s was comprised of Mike Gracey, Chuck 
Brown, Terry Keeney, Jim and Patsy Kennedy, and 
yours truly.

We dove with Underseas, Inc., and Strike Zone.  
Our dives consisted of shallow reef dives but we 
ended our weekend on Monday diving on the Adol-
phus Busch, Sr., a former island freighter that was 
intentionally sunk on December 5, 1998, in about 
100 feet of water.

We had 3 days of calm seas.  Visibility was 
cloudy but it was still great to dive!

As usual, it was great being in the Keys and 
being close to Key West to see the amazing sunset 
from Mallory Square.

Marie Frank
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consider membership in the Club.  If you know of 
someone who might be interested, please contact 
him or her or provide contact information to our 
Club leadership.  There are membership forms 
available on our website.

We are promoting the move in-plant by every 
means available to get the word out and make this 
an event to remember.  We plan for this to be a 
purely social gathering and are not presently plan-
ning on having a speaker.  You can help by bring-
ing a dive buddy to the meeting.  The Club will be 
sponsoring food platters and a drink of their choice 
to thank our membership for supporting the Club 
and to attract new divers.  If you have any ideas to 
help ensure a successful meeting, please bring them 
up at our July meeting or contact the leadership at 
any time.

Several other initiatives to increase member in-
volvement in Club activities have been put in place.  
An LMDC Facebook page was created by Nancy 
to help members connect with each other to plan 
dives and for potential members to easily find us to 
access our scheduled dives.  Al has started a Diver 
of the Quarter initiative to highlight our dive activi-
ties.  Gary is enhancing the Club dive schedule, has 
added a Proposed Club Activity Worksheet to our 
tool kit, and is recruiting local dive shops to offer 
Club discounts again.  Bill Paskert is stepping up 
outreach efforts through in-plant media.  The goal 
of these initiatives is to provide additional tools to 
empower our members to dive more often; so please 
use them.  If you have ideas or suggestions; don't be 
shy, let us know!

We have a great Club with lots to offer our 
members.  We know it, now we need to get the 
word out.  To do this, we solicit your participation 
by whatever means are available to you; whether it 
be attending a meeting, going on a dive, organiz-
ing a trip, bringing a new member into the Club, or 
taking on a leadership role.  Thanks to everyone for 
helping to make our Club the best in the state!

Until next month, be safe, play hard, and dive 
often!

Mike Gracey

Member Information
Watch this amazing video sent to us by Norm Donkersloot

Dance with sharks
www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=WK2LpUoqX6A&vq=medium

Good video, Pat.  Now that’s what I call dancing 
with the stars . . . or is it scars.

The stunned shark stasis is called "tonic immobil-
ity".  She's doing it with caribbean reef sharks. The 
two pics I've attached from Tiger Beach, Bahamas 
are of my friend Eli with a bit more aggressive (not to 
mention bigger) shark - the tiger shark.

I would have liked to see her hair out of that 
wetsuit hood; and no chainmail gloves . . . even the 
videographer wears a helmet.

And they're sponsored by chainmail shark suit 
company.  What's with that!

It starts off slowly . . . keep watching

Dance with sharks   The end is astounding!!

Mike, from page 2



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’June 2011 8

Thailand, from page 9Undercurrent , June 2011
Flotsam & Jetsam
www.undercurrent.org

Another Reason to Go Diving Now.  While the 
annual seafood catch in Indonesia's 17,000 islands 
is already the world's third largest, the government 
wants to dominate the market, and is modernizing 
its roads, ports, and pricessing facilities while aim-
ing to double the country's haul.  "Wherever you 
have water, you have fish, and two-thirds of our 
country is water," says Fadel Muhammad, Indone-
sia's minister of maritime affairs and fisheries.

Adopt a Shark.  For $2,000, you can purchase a 
satellite tag to be attached to a bull, hammerhead 
or tiger shark, tracking its movements for up to a 
year while you follow it in real time on the Internet.  
And you also get to name your shark.  The money 
goes to support the RJ Dunlap Marine Conservation 
program at the University of Miami.  The one-
year- old program has resulted in the adoption of 20 
sharks in the Florida Keys, the Gulf of Mexico, and 
the Bahamas.  After Wells Fargo executives were 
brought along on a shark-tagging expedition to see 
what they got for their money, the bank contributed 
$40,000.  For details on how to adopt and contrib-
ute, go to www.shopforsharks.com.

Good News, Bad News for Bali Diving.  A re-
cent marine survey by Conservation International 
researchers in Indonesia have discovered eight 
potentially new species of fish and one new spe-
cies of coral on Bali reefs, which have "surprisingly 
high levels of diversity."  Among the new species 
documented: two types of cardinalfish, two variet-
ies of dottybacks, a garden eel, a sand perch, a fang 
blenny, a new species of goby and a previously 
unknown Euphyllia bubble coral.  After surveying 
33 sites around Bali, Mark Erdmann, senior advisor 
for the survey, says, "The coral reefs appeared to be 
in an active stage of recovery from bleaching, de-
structive fishing, and crown-of-thorns starfish out-
breaks."  But while there's a seven-to-one ratio of 
live to dead coral, the survey team observed that big 
reef fish were severely depleted.  In more than 350 
hours of diving, the team only observed three reef 
sharks and three Napoleon wrasse.  Other problems: 
plastic pollution and the encroachment of fishers on 
no-take areas in the West Bali National Park.  The 
Bali government requested the survey to get recom-
mendations for a network of marine reserves.
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LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 
get them to me in one of the following ways:
• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net 

your text and graphics on disk to me at MP-93
• E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;

or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

June Meeting

At our June Club meeting at Joe’s Crab Shack 
we heard and saw how George and Nangnoi Mc-
Guire experienced their trip to Thailand.

This month's presentation, a combination of 
video and still pictures, took them to two of Thai-
land's renowned coastal resorts, Pattaya and Krabi.  
Pattaya, on the eastern side of the Gulf of Thailand, 
is about 2 hours from Bangkok by car.  Krabi, on 
the western side of the Isthmus of Kra on the Anda-
man Sea, is about an 8-hour drive from Bangkok.  
In Pattaya, they visited a couple of luxury hotels, 
the fantastical Sanctuary of Truth, and the infamous 
Walking Street.  In Krabi, they dined in an open air 
night market and kayaked around Hong Island.  In 
both places, they spent some time under water with 
the fish and other creatures. 

A big disappointment was that George said the 
water quality was very poor now, but that it was 
very good 30 years ago.  The rivers feeding these 
seas are like running sewers.

Touring Thailand with George McGuire

See ‘Thailand’, page 8
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MP-93
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
(407) 306-5020
www.martindiveclub.org

Upcoming Events
July 12 Meeting: Underwater Photography by Tim Griggs
Aug 6 Dive Trip: Ichetucknee Snorkeling - Gary Comstock
Aug 9 Meeting: Socializing and getting to know our new meeting location: 
  TGI Friday's on International Drive
Aug 20 Dive Trip: Blue Heron Bridge - Mike McCleskey

Diver of the Quarter
Lockheed Martin Dive Club logs in 206 

dives for the first half of the year! 

Congratulations to Darrell Seale, 
our Diver of the Quarter.  Special 
recognition to six other members 
who logged in over a dozen dives; 
Phil and Grace Hampton, Mike 
and Wendy McCleskey, and Al and 
Nancy Wileden.  

The slate is now clean, and the third Quarter 
of the year is upon us.  This Quarter will include 
the dives that you have done between June 15th 
and September 13th.   Just remember to log your 
dives in our Log Book and make sure that the dives 
include donning your gear.  Swimming with Whale 
Sharks, for example, does not count; and if you 
have picked up a summer job diving for golf balls 
at Tuskawilla Country Club, it doesn’t count either.  

They do not have to be Club dives but should be 
dives that you do for fun and enjoyment.

The winner of this coming Quarter will be an-
nounced at our September meeting and be given a 
choice of Club merchandise.  The winner of the 
year will be announced at our annual Holiday party 
and rewarded with a gift certificate that he or she 
may use on upcoming LMDC trips.

So, let’s go diving!

Al


