
News
August 2011

August Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

We made some changes for our regular Club 
meeting at our new location, TGI Friday's on Au-
gust 9th.  Our first meeting at Friday’s was dedicat-
ed to our current and future members, and the Club 
provided food and drink.  We had various food 
platters and a beverage of your choice.  This was 
more of a social gathering than usual, so we shared 
our dive stories with the group.  We moved the start 
time up a half-hour earlier than before, at 6:00 p.m. 
to accommodate an earlier end to the meeting.  

Earlier, our in-plant campaign on August 1st 
and 2nd kicked off a membership drive.  We set up 
tables staffed with our members to get the word out 
about our great Club and what we have to offer.  
The intent was to promote diving and the Lock-
heed Martin Dive Club.

Plan on coming to the next meeting.  Spread the 
word, bring your friends and family, and let’s make 
it an evening to remember!

Socializing at New Location
TGI Fridays on International Drive

We'll be gathering at 6:00 p.m..  Afterwards, we 
hold our “formal” meeting covering CLUB busi-
ness and member trip reports, followed by our great 
door prizes.  

The meeting will be at TGI Friday’s, which is 
located at 8955 International Dr, Orlando FL 32819 
(phone 407-903-9556).  It’s easy to get to via Inter-
state 4 or the Beachline, between Sand Lake Road 
and the latter.
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Greetings fellow divers!  

It’s hard to believe it, but we’re half-way 
through the 2011 dive season.  The good news is 
that there is plenty of great weather and diving 
on the schedule to look forward to!  Gary’s Ichet-
ucknee Spring trip on the 6th promised beautiful 
scenery and a slower pace.  Mike McCleskey had 
another fun filled trip to the Blue Heron Bridge on 
August 20th.  This bridge dive always serves up 
something unexpected!  There are also a number of 
opportunities to dive with our sister club, the KSC 
Barracudas, so check the Activity Schedule and just 
do it!

As you know, the Board of Directors is busy 
promoting the Club’s growth.  Our in-plant cam-
paign August 1st & 2nd kicked off the membership 
drive.  We set up tables staffed with our members to 
get the word out about our great Club and what we 
have to offer.  The intent is to promote diving and 
the Lockheed Martin Dive Club.  

The move to TGI Friday’s was well received by 
all in attendance and not once did I hear a complaint 
about the free drink!  Amy’s help coordinating the 
event is greatly appreciated and the staff at TGIF 
was fabulous!  There was a great deal of positive 

feedback about the new location and our member-
ship promotion.  A well deserved thanks all around 
to everyone involved!  

I hesitate to list those who helped make this 
event a success for fear of leaving anyone out; 
however, I would be remiss if I did not give special 
recognition to  Bill Paskert, who gave tirelessly of 
his energy and talents.  I can’t tell you how many 
times I called Bill asking for “one more thing” and 
not once did he turn me down.  The Wileden’s and 
Bill Barney greeted our guests at the door and made 
them feel welcome.  Thanks to our Board of Direc-
tors, for their support and guidance through the long 
process of planning the move and financing the 
promotion.  

The eight in-plant members who gave up their 
lunch time to meet interested Lockheed Martin em-
ployees and promote the Dive Club; the list goes 
on and on.  

Most of all I would like to thank the new and 
present membership for contributing their ideas, 
coming to the meeting and participating in what I 
whole heartedly believe is the once, present, and 
future champion dive club of the world!  

Until next month, be safe, play hard, and dive 
often!

Mike Gracey
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2011 Activity Schedule
 

Date 
 

Event 
 

Contact 
Partici- 
pants 

Deposit 
Amount 

Cut-off 
Date 

Total 
Cost 

Jan 19 
Thurs 

Annual Activity meeting Al Wileden 
407-616-6270, fwileden@cfl.rr.com 

Open N/A N/A Free 
Dinner 

Feb 12 
Sat 

Paradise Spring, 
Belleview 

Al Wileden 
407-616-6270, fwileden@cfl.rr.com 

No 
Limit 

$30 2/5/11 $30 

Mar 19 
Sat 

Devil’s Den, 
Williston 

Mike Gracey 
407-356-5752, 

mike.gracey@lmco.com 

12 $30 3/12/11 Est 
$30 

Apr 9 
Sat 

Disney DiveQuest Jim Kennedy 
352-243-2425, 

jimkennedy@cfl.rr.com 

12 $95 4/5/11 $95 

Apr 24 
Sun 

Ginnie Springs 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Bill Barney 
407-695-7519, 

william.j.barney@lmco.com 

No 
Limit 

$15 4/15/11 $15 

May 27-
30 

Mem Day 

Parmers Place 
Little Torch Key 

Marie Frank 
321-945-4244, 

marie.s.frank@lmco.com 

10 $150 NOW $415 

Jun 18-25 Belize 
Sun Dancer II 

Grace Hampton 
407-737-8999, gracphil@palmnet.net 

10 Full Full Est 
$2500 

Jun 25 
Sat 

Riviera Beach 
Narcosis 

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com 

8 $65 
 NOW 

6/17/11 $65 
 

Jul 9 Venice Beach 
Boat Shark Tooth 

Gary Comstock 
407-694-3490, 

Seabase195@aol.com 

12-14 
 

$30 6/9/11 $60 

Jul 2-10 Cozumel 
Holbox 

Whale Sharks 

Wendy McCleskey 
407-273-6655, wendy@maid4u.net 

14 $300 
3/8/11 

TBD Est 
$1250 

Jul 27 
Wed 

Riviera Beach 
Narcosis Lobster 

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com 

10 $65 
 NOW 

7/21/11 $65 

Jul 28 
Thurs 

Riviera Beach 
Narcosis Lobster 

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com 

10 $65 
 NOW 

7/21/11 $65 

August 6 
Saturday Ichetucknee 

Springs 

Gary Comstock 
407-694-3490, 

Seabase195@aol.com 

Open 
No limit 

$0 None $0 

Aug 20 
Sat 

Blue Heron Bridge 
Shore Dive 

Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655, 

mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com 

No 
Limit 

FREE 8/9/11 FREE 

Sep 3-5 
 

Marathon 
Florida Keys 

John Lawlor 
321-459-3374, jlawlor@cfl.rr.com 

10 
 

TBD 
 

TBD TBD 

Sep 24- 
Oct 1 

Bonaire I Max Farley 
321-452-1435, maxfarley@cfl.rr.com 

16 $400 
3/20/11 

8/21/11 $1750 
 

Sep 24- 
Oct 8 

Bonaire II Max Farley 
321-452-1435, maxfarley@cfl.rr.com 

16 $600 
3/20/11 

8/21/11 $2550 
 

 
Oct 8 

Saturday 

Club Picnic 
OC Sportsman’s Club 
Butler Chain of Lakes 

Windermere, FL 

Al  Wileden 
407-616-6270, fwileden@cfl.rr.com 

Nancy Wileden 
407-971-8525, nwileden@cfl.rr.com 

125 TBD 10/1/11 TBD 

Oct 26- 
Nov 2 

Fantasy Fest TBD 20 TBD TBD TBD 

Nov 8 Photography Contest 
T.G.I. Fridays-I Drive 

Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655, 

mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com 

Open FREE TBD FREE 

Nov 11-
12 

Manatee Dive 
Crystal River 

Mike McCleskey 
407-273-6655, 

mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com 

14 $50 10/1/11 Est 
$95 

Dec 4 
Sunday 

Holiday Party 
Brunch 

Nancy Wileden 
407-971-8525, nwileden@cfl.rr.com 

40 TBD 11/25/11 Est 
$30 
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Fall Picnic 2011
Orange County Sportsman's Association

October 8, 2011
Join us for a good old family picnic on 
the shores of Lake Sheen in the heart 
of Dr. Phillips in Southwest Orlando.  
Come and enjoy yourself and relax un-
der our spacious picnic pavilion, swim 
in the clear water swimming area, and 

bring along a healthily appetite.

We'll be gathering from 10 am to 2 pm 
with ample time for water sports and 
fun on shore.  How about a game of 

volleyball?  Bring the kids, grandkids, 
neighbors, dive enthusiasts, or anyone 

interested in having a good time.  

Cost is free.  Just bring one of your 
favorite side dishes, desserts, or home 
cooked recipes, and beverages of your 
choice.  We'll provide the hamburgers 

and hotdogs. 

Sign up in the Evite you received.

Mark your calendars.

Saturday, October 8, 2011   

10:00 am to 2:00 pm

All that is required is to let us know by October 
1st.

Al and Nancy Wileden

fwileden@cfl.rr.com   or
nwileden@cfl.rr.com 

Phone 407-971-8525

Let's Party!
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Half the Fun is Getting There?
Whale Shark Expedition 2011! 

You’ve heard the expression about getting there 
is part of the journey?  We certainly had an interest-
ing journey getting to the tiny island of Holbox for 
our LMDC Whale Shark Bucket List Adventure!  

Thirteen Club members, from three different 
inbound flights met at the Cancun airport to start 
our trek.  Wendy, Mike, and Torey McCleskey; 
Grace and Phil Hampton; Nancy and Al Wileden; 
Bill Paskert; Linda and Bob Iacovazzi; Sue Rauck-
man; and Nangnoi and George McGuire then loaded 
up into two large vans provided by Roddrigo 'the 
Whale Shark Daddy’ and started our 2-hour drive 
north.  Mike immediately noticed that ALL of the 
dashboard warning lights were on in our van!  No 
worries…  

We drove through jungles and small towns, and 
alarmingly, through five check-points manned by 
Mexican National Military guards, all armed with 
very big automatic weapons and some big dogs.  
At this point we decided that our decision to have 
the Holbox people pick us up, rather than renting 
our own vans, was a really good idea.   Neither the 
drivers nor the guards spoke English, which is what 
we also found on Holbox.  Some of us have been 
spoiled by Cozumel where so many people speak 
English!  

We arrived at the port town of Chiquila where 
men and boys with bicycle carts met us and took 
our luggage to the ‘ferry.’  The ferry turned out to 
be two small open boats for a 30-minute ride to 

You call this a ferry?

Holbox.  We arrived at the island to see a crocodile 
in the water, another surprise.  The Whale Shark 
Daddy met us with a smile, and we then boarded 
five golf cart Taxis with our luggage to get to the 
hotel.  It had been raining there so it was quite a 
ride through “downtown” on mudpuddle-flooded 
dirt roads.  

Roddrigo 'the Whale Shark Daddy' and Wendy

As we entered the town and saw several small 
hotels, I began to feel the eyes of our group on 
me.  What was our hotel going to look like?  I had 
booked one of the nicer ones, but I was starting to 
worry about whose definition of “nice” might apply.  

Taxi, anyone?

We arrived at the Paraiso del Mar which was 
unbelievably beautiful (thankfully), in the middle of 
the jungle, and ending on a long white sand beach.  
The rooms were scattered among the lush landscap-
ing in three-story buildings with hammocks, spiral 
staircases, handmade furniture, and towels artfully 
folded to greet us.  The common areas had towering 
open thatched roofs, the pool was clean and cool, 
there were two bars, and the included full breakfast 
came with a large selection of items and a chef to 
make your choice of eggs.
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Sunday morning we had breakfast and walked 
down to the beach to wade out to the waiting 
whale shark boats.  Off we went for an hour and 
a half boat ride on calm seas to ‘find the whale 
sharks.’  On the way we saw turtles, dolphins, and a 
huge manta ray that was incredible!  

The boat captains kept in touch with the other 
captains to see where the whale sharks were on 
that day.  I was impressed with the amount of team 
work all of the whale shark boats (owned by differ-
ent operators) showed both in spotting them and in 
putting their guests in the water to swim with the 
big guys.  The boats had no navigational equipment 
other than a compass, and we were well out of sight 
of any land, so we have no idea how they knew 
where we were.  

As we approached the area, our boat captain 
said, “Agua roja, good for many whale sharks.”  
Yes, the water was red from all the plankton and 
krill in the area.  We soon saw our first whale shark 
and had our first two baitfish, I mean snorkelers, 
sitting on the edge of the boat waiting for the signal 
from the guide to GO, GO, GO!  

The boat maneuvered to be right in the path of 
the whale shark and you slipped in the water and 
waited for it to come to you.  The water was dark 
and murky (great if you’re a whale shark), and all 
of a sudden there would be one in your face.  We 
all found that by the time we could catch our breath 
and look at the beast, we had forgotten to swim to 
keep up with it!  Even if we swam for all we were 
worth, their lazy looking tail strokes carried them 
far faster than we could swim. There were enough 
whale sharks and turns that everyone had multiple 
close encounters.  Several of us had to draw in our 

arms or legs to keep from bumping a whale shark, 
and Nancy even got kissed on the head by one!  

The fun wasn’t over yet.  Our guides took us to 
a fishing spot and taught us to hand-line fish from 
the boat.  We (OK, mainly “they”) caught a bunch 
of fish and zoomed off to a shallow reef for us to 
snorkel while they prepared fresh ceviche with 
lime, tomatoes, onions, cilantro, and all of those fish 
freshly chopped up.  We got back from our snorkel 
and had the local treat with chips.  

On the way back to the hotel, we went along a 
white sand beach and again encountered dolphins 
jumping and saw countless bright pink flamingos.  
We had barely been in Mexico for 24 hours and 
seen crocodiles, dolphin, mantas, turtles, whale 
sharks, flamingos - it was a perfect day for all. 

Up close and personal!

Freshly prepared ceviche

Whale Shark Expedition
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Cooling off in a cenote during our tour

Flight to Cozumel

Tour guide Bill took us to Wet Wendy’s for 
HUGE margaritas!

Tulum on a stormy day

Coatimundi in 
Akumal

We spent the next day relaxing and eating and 
took a 3-hour boat tour of Bird Island, Yalahau 
cenote, and Passion Island with a local guide, who 
unfortunately, spoke no English.  We just made up 
things as we went, viewing hundreds of flamingos, 
frigates, seagulls, and pelicans.  

That night we walked to town for lobster pizza, 
one of the island’s specialties, and it lived up to 
its reputation on the Internet!  Some of the group 
shopped and some walked around the square, eating 
from the food vendors that Roddrigo introduced us 
to.

Tuesday we traveled back the way we came to 
Cancun and took a small plane to Cozumel for our 
diving part of the trip.  Scuba Club Cozumel was 
the same as we remembered it, same staff from 20 
years ago, great food, well run dive operation.  We 
saw octopus, splendid toad fish, big groupers, and 
sea horses.  Bill Paskert, our Cozumel guide, took 
us to all of the best bars and shops for free shots of 
tequila.  On the last day the McCleskeys took the 
ferry to the mainland and visited Tulum and Akumal 
for the day.  

We had some rainy spells, but generally very 
good underwater conditions.  We borrowed a fish ID 
contest from Chuck and Terry to add to the diving 
fun.  Torey squeaked out a win by one point.  It was 
hard to come back home after all of our adventures!

This was certainly the trip of a lifetime, and 
I think all of us would go back to see the whale 
sharks in a minute!

Wendy McCleskey
Trip Coordinator
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PADI Tec Xplor Day
On the day following DEMA Show 2011 (www.

demashow.com) - Sunday, 6 November - PADI Americas 
will host a Tec Xplor Day Event at the YMCA Aquatic 
Center in Orlando, Florida, USA (www.padi.com).  Events 
will include presentations from some of the biggest 
names in the tec industry as well as demonstrations from 
various equipment manufacturers.

Where: YMCA Aquatic Center
8422 International Dr
Orlando FL 32819
When: Sunday, 6 November 2011
Registration and pool sign ups begin at 9:00 AM
Presentations and pool sessions run from 9:30 AM to 

4:30 PM
Cost: Free
Presentations will cover everything from the new 

PADI Rebreather Diver courses to sidemount to real 
life dive expeditions. Dr. Drew Richardson, President 
and COO of PADI Worldwide, will be there to recount 
his frosty Antarctic expedition testing regulators under 
extreme conditions.

Attendance is free and the day will include various 
prize giveaways throughout the day.

Ichetucknee River 
August 6
Hello everyone,

Well we are all recuperating from the Ichetuck-
nee River tube/snorkel/float.  There were six hearty 
souls that braved the river.  As it turned out, we 
met Al and Nancy Wileden, Bill Barney, and Bruce 
Snook at the river.  Carol and I stayed in Lake City 
overnight and got to the springs at 6:55 am to get in 
line . . . to get in line. We were fifth or sixth in line 
just behind Al and Nancy. We waited in line until 
7:15 am when they opened the gates to "officially 
get in line" at the check-in point.  The check-in be-
gan at 8 am, and then we drove to the drop-off area.  
Once dropped off, the driver takes the vehicle to a 
parking lot and is then shuttled to his group 20-45 
minutes later. 

We started on the river with 750 of our closest 
friends at 9:30-ish.  A Ranger at the park told us the 
park was full at 8:25 am (750 tubers in the North 
end) . . . note to self . . . go during the week like a 
Monday or Wednesday.

The water was quite cloudy due to the large 
numbers of visitors, but we found two small springs 
off the Ichetucknee that were gin clear.  We fol-
lowed them to a head spring where there were five 
or six other people jumping into the spring out of 
a tree . . . must have been natives.  The water was 
awesome and crystal clear.

We all floated and snorkeled for 1.5 to 2 hours 
to the half-way point, where Al, Nancy, and Bill got 
out to warm up (the only sane ones), while Carol, 
myself, and Bruce continued our trek.  We exited 
the river about an hour later and all met at a picnic 
table near the concession stand where we ate lunch. 

The trip was a lot of fun and it was nice to relax 
in a cool river.  We really didn't find much on the 
bottom as I had hoped, but we got some interest-
ing video and a new pair of sunglasses, saw lots of 
turtles and big fish, and got to socialize with some 
really nice people that were curious as to what the 
heck we were doing.  We rescued some kids’ sneak-
ers and masks, caught a couple turtles to show the 
kids on tubes, and all had very sore legs and calves 
after the 5 mile snorkel.  I think even Bruce was 
tired, and he's a physical therapist in A+ shape.

All in all with gas and parking the trip cost 
$35+-, plus hotel if you stayed overnight.  This is a 
trip I recommend to all . . . just go during the week, 
and the crowds are minimal and the water is gin 
clear.

Gary Comstock

Member Notes
Happy Birthday to members Grace 
and Phil Hampton who recently 
turned 80!  They are active divers 
and travel 3 - 4 weeks a year on 
livaboard and land trips.  They are 
an inspiration to all of us!

Best Wishes to member Bob Iacovazzi who is re-
covering from a blood clot discovered on our Whale 
Shark and Cozumel trip.  He is home and resting 
(he didn’t miss the whale sharks or a dive).

Underwater Art Exhibit on the artificial reef “Gen. 
Hoyt S. Vandenberg” off Key West: 
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/travel/os-fla-des-
tinations-key-west-081411-20110813,0,2175205.
column?track=rss&utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_

medium=twitter

Law Office with specialization in Scuba accidents:
http://www.oapc.com/scuba_diving_accident.htm
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LMDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner

Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-
ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 

get them to me in one of the following ways:

• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net 
your text and graphics on disk to me at MP-93

• E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

July Meeting

At our regular Club meeting at Joe’s Crab 
Shack on July 12th, Tim Griggs from Divers Direct 
showed us all about underwater photography.

Tim and Spencer Jack-
son, the International Drive 
store’s head instructor, 
brought the latest cameras 
from SeaLife, SEA&SEA, 
Olympus, and GoPro for us 
to try out.  They also had 
some of the more common 
accessories to make under-
water photography easier and 
more enjoyable.  Spencer 

also discussed their Digital Underwater Photogra-
phy specialty course.

Tim began diving in 1975 at the age of 6.  He 
continued diving throughout his 5 years in the U. S. 

Underwater Photography
by Tim Griggs and Spencer Jackson

Navy.  This allowed him the unique opportunity to 
dive all over the world in places most people have 
never heard of, much less considered diving.  He 
has been with Divers Direct for 10 years, predomi-
nantly in the Key West location. 
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LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-93
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
(407) 306-5020
www.martindiveclub.org

Upcoming Events
Aug 9 Meeting: Socializing and getting to know our new meeting location: 
  TGI Friday's on International Drive

Aug 20 Dive Trip: Blue Heron Bridge - Mike McCleskey

Sep 13 Meeting: Belize by Chuck Brown and Terry Keeney

Oct 8 Picnic: Sportsmans Club - Al & Nancy Wileden

Oct 11 Meeting: Oyster Reef Project by UCF Professer Linda Walters

Mark Your Calendar!
LMDC Holiday Party
Sunday, December 4th  

We don’t have all the final details, but we do 
have the date for our annual Holiday Party and 
Fishy Gift Exchange.  Plan on it being on Brunch 
on December 4th, plan on lots of fun and good food, 
plan on our exciting Gift Exchange of ocean and/
or fish items (about $10), and plan on the festivities 
costing about $20 per person for dinner.  

Look for the specifics in the next issue of the 
Club's News.  

Nancy Wileden

Photo Contest 
Get your pictures ready for the Annual LMDC 

Photo Contest.

You don’t have to be an experienced photog-
rapher to enter.  There is a category for everyone 
including ‘First-time Entry.’  More to follow on the 
rules next month. 

The deadline will be in October, and the results 
will be presented and awards given at the November 
meeting.  Any member can enter this fun event.  

The CLUB has the equipment and the resources 
available to help you capture your underwater ad-
ventures.  

If you have any questions or would like to enter 
your photos, please call me at 407-808-6453 or 407-
273-6655, or contact any of your Club officers.

Mike McCleskey


