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April Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

At our regular Club meeting on April 10th at 
TGI Friday's on International Drive, Richard Dreher 
began with an introduction about what cave div-
ing is and what it is not.  He discussed many of the 
cave diving safety guidelines and what is involved 
in learning how to cave dive safely.  Richard also 
showed a 15-minute video about cave diving in the 
Bahamas and Florida.  He concluded with a ques-
tion-and-answer session.  

Cave Diving with Richard Dreher

See ‘Cave Diving’, page 12

$$$  
DUES WERE DUE  

$$$
Membership dues were due by March 31st, so if 

you didn't yet get out your checkbook, just do it and 
mail a check to our Treasurer:

 Al Wileden 
 564 Pleasant Grove Drive 
 Winter Springs FL 32708

Dues are $20 per year, with an extra $5 if you 
want snail mail instead of e-mail or Lockheed Mar-
tin mail.  There is a $10 late fee for dues paid after 
the deadline, so “Just DUE It!”

Richard grew up in Minnesota where he spent 
the summer months diving on shipwrecks in Lake 
Superior and the winter months salvaging vehicles 
from local lakes.  When he was 19, he purchased a 
local dive shop in Minneapolis called Scuba Dive 
and Travel, ran it for about 8 years, and sold it in 
2005. 

Richard has been SCUBA diving for approxi-
mately 18 years, and cave diving for 14 years.  He 
is a cave and technical diving instructor trainer with 
approximately 3000 dives.  He has authored several 

training manuals for Technical Diving International 
(TDI) and has been involved in many film, survey, 
and exploration projects over the years.  He has 
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Greetings fellow divers and welcome to the be-
ginning of what is shaping up to be a fantastic dive 
season!  I’m excited about this year’s dive schedule 
and hope you are too.  We are off to a good start 
with many of the upcoming dives close to or al-
ready filled to capacity.  Marie and Bill have filled 
their dives to Key West and Venice Beach as of this 
week, and of course Grace’s trip sold out weeks 
ago.

One dive that still has space is our trip to Ju-
piter, Florida on April 14th.  If you have not dove 
there before, you are missing some great diving in 
our own backyard.  The reefs and wrecks are ex-
ploding with color and sea life, and on any given 
day you have the opportunity of seeing sharks, 
goliath groupers, rays, myriad reef fish, and even 
the occasional sunfish!  Jupiter is close enough that 
we’re doing it as a day trip, so - coupled with the 
very reasonable price of $55 that the dive charter 
has offered us - I think you’ll agree this dive is a 
bargain.  I’d like to fill the boat, which has a capac-
ity of 14, so let me know your intentions soon as I 
need to return the spots I’ve reserved if we are not 
going to use them.

We had an opportunity this month to participate 
in giving back to the marine environment we love 

by assisting in the oyster reef restoration project 
sponsored by the Brevard County Zoo and UCF.  
They agreed to supply the materials and our Club 
members assembled the mats, just as we did during 
Dr. Linda Walters’s presentation to the Club last 
October.  We reserved space for the project at the 
Enchanted Forest in Titusville on Saturday, April 
7th from 10 to 12.  This is a very nice park with a 
Nature Center, hiking trails, and an open-air but-
terfly garden.  We brought our goodies, and had 
a picnic afterwards.  Friends and family were all 
encouraged to come out and help us achieve our 
goal of making 200 mats and having an oyster reef 
in the Mosquito Lagoon named after the Lockheed 
Martin Dive Club!

Let’s switch gears for a moment and talk about 
safety.  Specifically, what’s your plan?  I found 
an interesting reference on the DAN website that 
should help focus our efforts.  Follow the link (www.

diversalertnetwork.org/?a=news&id=985635297&onx=1) 
to view the video and plan ahead!

“With summer fast approaching, divers 
nationwide are preparing to get back in the 
water.  Fitness programs are underway, gear 
is being serviced and emergency plans are 

See ‘President’, page 4

http://www.diversalertnetwork.org/?a=news&id=985635297&onx=1
http://www.diversalertnetwork.org/?a=news&id=985635297&onx=1
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2012 Activity Schedule
120320

Date Event Contact
Partici- 
pants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Mar 10

PARADISE 
SPRINGS

&
lunch in the woods

LOCKHEED MARTIN event
Al and Nancy Wileden

407-616-6270, fwileden@cfl.rr.com
12-14 $30

March 
10

$30 
includes 

lunch

Apr 7
OYSTER REEF 
RESTORATION

Indian River Lagoon

LOCKHEED MARTIN event
Mike Gracey
407-356-5752 

mike.gracey@lmco.com

Un- 
limited

N/A April 2 Free

Apr 14
JUPITER DIVE CTR

Reef and wreck

LOCKHEED MARTIN event
Mike Gracey
407-356-5752 

mike.gracey@lmco.com

12 $55 April 1 $55

Apr 28-
May 5

CAYMAN ISLANDS
Little Cayman

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Grace Hampton 

407-737-8999 
gracphil@palmnet.net

10 $500
Until 
full

$2,300
estimate

May 12, 
optional 

hotel 
5/11

VENICE
Shark Teeth Dive

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Bill Barney

407-695-7519
william.j.barney@lmco.com

12 $60 May 1
$60, incl 
2 tanks 

and wgts

Jun 8-10

KEY WEST 
EXTRAVAGANZA

Vandenberg and reef 
dives

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Marie Frank

301-548-2366
Marie.S.Frank@LMCO.com

12 max $100
Until 
full

$415, incl 
diving, 
hotel, 

shuttle to 
Duval St

Jun 9-10
JUPITER DIVE CTR

Reef

KSC BARRACUDA event
Sharon Kennedy 

SharonKennedy1152@gmail.com
12 $50 TBD $200

Jul 21
BLUE HERON 

BRIDGE
Shore dive

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Mike McClesky
407-273-6655

mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

6-12 $0 TBD $0

Jul 25 
& Jul 26

RIVIERA BEACH
Lobster diving

KSC BARRACUDA event
John Lawlor

321-459-3374 jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
8

$65 per 
day

TBD
$65 per 

day

Aug 3-10

CANADIAN WRECK 
TREK

St Lawrence River
Wreck Trek

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Gary Comstock

407-694-3490
SWPMGMT@aol.com

10 or 
12

$325 Full
$1700

Aug 11-
12

DANIA BEACH
Steve’s Reef

KSC BARRACUDA event
Ginger Ballou

10 $50
TBD

$250

Aug 18
WALT DISNEY 

WORLD
Dive Quest

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Trevor Campbell

(407) 234-7147 rockcityphoto@
gmail.com

12 TBD TBD TBD

Sep 1-3
BOYNTON BEACH
Holiday Inn Express

KSC BARRACUDA event
Phil Stasik

eyefly1@att.net
10 $100 TBD $300

mailto:fwileden@cfl.rr.com
mailto:mike.gracey@lmco.com
mailto:mike.gracey@lmco.com
mailto:gracphil@palmnet.net
mailto:william.j.barney@lmco.com
mailto:Marie.S.Frank@LMCO.com
mailto:SharonKennedy1152@gmail.com
mailto:mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com
mailto:jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:SWPMGMT@aol.com
mailto:eyefly1@att.net
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120320

Date Event Contact
Partici- 
pants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Sep 8-15
BONAIRE I

Buddies

KSC BARRACUDA event
Max Farley

321-452-1435 maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
12 $300 TBD TBD

Sep 8-22
BONAIRE II

Buddies

KSC BARRACUDA event
Max Farley

321-452-1435  maxfarley@cfl.
rr.com

12 $500 TBD TBD

Sep 15
LMDC CLUB PICNIC 

Orange County 
Sportsman’s Club

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
TBD

30-50 $0
Until 
full

$0

Oct 6-7
ISLAMORADA

Holiday Isle

KSC BARRACUDA event 
John Lawlor

321-459-3374 jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
12 $100 TBD $300

Oct 13
DELEON SPRINGS

Snorkel and excellent 
Sugar Mill food!

LOCKHEED MARTIN event  
TBD

Any $0 None $0

Oct 18-
25

COZUMEL
Hotel Cozumel

KSC BARRACUDA event
Len Shaffer

Lshaf23500@aol.com
8 $100 TBD $800

Tentative 
Nov 6

LMDC PHOTO 
CONTEST

T.G.I. Fridays-I Drive

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Mike McCleskey

407-273-6655
mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

Open FREE TBD FREE

Tentative 
Dec 2 

Sunday

LMDC HOLIDAY 
PARTY
Brunch

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Nancy Wileden
407-971-8525

nwileden@cfl.rr.com

40 TBD TBD TBD

Dec
TBD

THAILAND
Live-Aboard

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
George McGuire

geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
TBD TBD TBD

$3,000 
approx

President, from page 2
being dusted off and reviewed (or in some 
cases, created). 

“DAN supports that attention to emer-
gency preparation with the latest addition to 
its online video lecture series.  “How Good 
Is Your Emergency Action Plan?” examines 
the key pieces of an emergency plan, includ-
ing what information is necessary in a time 
of crisis and why.” 

“In addition to reviewing the compo-
nents every emergency assistance plan 

should contain, the 40-minute lecture also 
shares recommendations based on the expe-
rience of medical professionals, dive indus-
try professionals and DAN staff.” 

“All online seminars are free. To access 
the seminars, simply visit www.dan.org and 
go to Online Seminars.”

OK folks, that’s all for this month.  Go forth and 
dive safely!!

Mike Gracey

mailto:maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
mailto:jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:Lshaf23500@aol.com
mailto:mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com
mailto:nwileden@cfl.rr.com
mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com
http://www.dan.org


Drift THE REEFS 
OF JUPITER 

APRIL 14
th

   

Trip Coordinator:  
Mike Gracey 

Mike.Gracey@lmco.com 
Diving: The diving on Saturday will include drift diving the reefs and wrecks of Jupiter 
Florida.  Diving encounters include turtles, Goliath grouper, rays, occasional pelagic’s such as 
sharks and wandering giant sunfish. These are very 
healthy reefs with a lot of life and structure. 
 

Cost: Discounted price of $55 per diver for a 2 tank 
morning dive. The dive boat will leave at approximately 
8:30am and arrive back at the dock at 1pm. You supply 
the tanks and weights and be sure that you have a safety 
sausage. You may rent tanks at the store. 
 

Max. on Dive? 12 Divers max. 
 

Interested? Contact Mike Gracey at Mike.Gracey@lmco.com or call Mike at (407)376-
8300.  A $55 deposit is appreciated as soon 
as possible to hold your spot as this trip will 
fill quickly. Send all deposits to: Mike 
Gracey- 10303 Winding Marsh Trail, 
Orlando, FL 32832  
 

mailto:Mike.Gracey@lmco.com
mailto:Mike.Gracey@lmco.com


DIVE KEY WEST 
JUNE 8

th

-10
th

  

Trip Coordinator:  
Marie Frank 

marie.s.frank@lmco.com 
Package Includes: Two 
nights at the Hilton Doubletree Grand Key Resort in Key West.  

Two tank dive on Saturday on various sites and 2 tank dives 
on the phenomenal shipwreck; The Vandenberg on Sunday, 
includes tanks and weights. Nitrox is slightly extra. Stay 
also includes FREE shuttle to Duval St. in Key West and 
FREE parking at hotel! 

Cost: $415 total/double 
occupancy  

Diving: The diving on Saturday will include reefs and 
possibly a wreck dive. On Sunday the focus will be on diving 
The Vandenberg; Key West’s historic and newest world-class 
artificial reef. If you have not dove the “Vandy”, you are in 
for a treat. Depths range from a comfortable 55’-75’ for 

superstructure, to the deck at 95’ and the keel is 140’. 
 

Max. on Dive? 12 Divers max. 
 

Interested? Contact Marie Frank-marie.s.frank@lmco.com (work) 301-548-2366, 
(cell) 321-945-4244. A $100 deposit is due as soon as 
possible to hold your spot. Send all deposits to: Marie 
Frank, 19007 Highstream Drive, Germantown, MD 
20874.  

                   Balance is due April 1st.  

mailto:marie.s.frank@lmco.com
mailto:Frank-marie.s.frank@lmco.com
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Prepare for a totally unique diving experience!  Dive at "The Seas 
with Nemo and Friends" pavilion in Epcot. The park features a 
6-million gallon aquarium.  Imagine a salt-water dive with 200 feet 
of visibility and over 4,000 animals native to the Caribbean swim-
ming with you in every direction.  Tropical fish, sharks, stingrays, 
giant green sea turtles, and plenty of coral for you to enjoy are just 
part of the fun.  In addition to this unique scuba experience, you will 
actually become part of the show. 

Disney's EPCOT DiveQuest
Saturday, August 18, 6:30 - 9:00 PM

• Theme park admission neither required 
nor included for this event; a parking fee 
of $14 is required when entering the park

• Guests are welcome to come and watch, 
but will need a park ticket

• Divers (10 and up) must have a SCUBA 
certification, those between 10 and 14 
must be accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian

• All required equipment provided, including 
mask, fins, tank, buoyancy compensa-
tor, regulator, weight belt, and a 2.5 mm 
shorty wetsuit (ONLY masks and wrist-
mounted computers can be brought to 
use)

• Comfortable changing rooms with show-
ers

• Contact - Trevor Campbell, cell 407-234-
7147 or rockcityphoto@gmail.com

Duration:  2 1/2 hours with a behind-
the-scenes tour and the in-water expe-
rience lasting 40 minutes

After the dive we will meet to fill out log 
books, pick up a souvenir T-shirt, and 
view the DVD made of the experience.  
You will have the opportunity to pur-
chase the video

Cost: $95 per guest (includes all gear 
and a limited-edition T-shirt); almost ½ 
off the normal $175 fee!

Reservation Deadline: TBD; we need 
12 divers to book this trip 

Payment: Send you check made out to 
Trevor Campbell at 801 Jade Forest 
Ave, Orlando FL 32828

mailto:rockcityphoto@gmail.com


Thailand's Similan Islands National Park 
December 2012 or January 2013  

Trip Coordinator: George McGuire 

Concept:   
 The trip will take place in December 2012 or January 2013,  

depending on the travelers' preference. (Winter is the best time  
for diving the Similan Islands.) 

 Expected duration about 10 days – could be longer if the 
 travelers want. 

 Fly to Bangkok then travel to Phuket. 
 Live-aboard dive boat from Phuket to Similan Islands National 

 Park 
 Tour some other places in Thailand as time and desire permit. 
 Probable cost about $3,500, including round-trip airfare. 
 
Planning: 
George and Nangnoi McGuire plan to return to Thailand in December for a 
couple of months. They have offered to organize a live-aboard dive trip to the 
Similan Islands during that time. Making this work will require a different 
planning approach from the way the Club usually does things – the people going on the trip will help plan it. 

 
Planning schedule: 
Who wants to go on the trip? George needs to know by the end of June. 
Details for the trip will be discussed and worked out with the people who want to go. The trip will 
be planned for them. This will be completed by the end of July.  
 
Anticipated payment schedule (assuming a 
December trip, amounts are approximate): 
$500 in August 

                     $500 in September 
         $1,500 airfare in October 
         $1,000 balance of trip cost in November 

 
If you are interested in the trip contact George McGuire as  
soon as possible so the dialog can begin, 407-677-4242; 
geopatmcg@embarqmail.com 

 
  

mailto:geopatmcg@embarqmail.com


Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
GO Pro Hero 2 

Available for member’s use 
TODAY! 

This awesome new video and still camera is available for 
member use at no charge. In this issue of the newsletter is a 
schedule of when the camera is “checked out” by another 
member. Anytime the camera is not being used, you are urged to take advantage of using 
it. Us it in the Springs, on a trip to Jupiter or the Keys or just diving at Blue Heron Bridge 
for the day. 
 
The camera is very simple to operate and is watertight to over 150’. The camera features 
the ability to shoot very wide angle (170 degrees) 11 megapixel pictures and 1080P High 
Definition video and with the 16 gig SD card included, there’s room for 3 hours of video 
or 3,000 pictures. 
 
The Club purchased an extended battery, which offers 3 hours of battery time and it can 
be easily charged using the USB adapter that is supplied. Also included is a head strap 
that can be worn on your head during the dive to capture pics or video. The other item 
included is a 24” threaded extension or wand that the camera simple screws onto for 
shooting “up close and personal” images of some of the creatures you may encounter. 
 
The camera comes in a foam lined case, complete with everything to go get some 
interesting video or pictures of your dive. 
 
If you can press a button, this should be on every dive you make! Who knows, you may 
be a winner in this year’s photo contest just by using this little camera.  
 
Please contact Gary Comstock and he will coordinate a time and place to get this 
incredible camera into your hands. Email: Seabase195@aol.com or (407) 694-3490.  

mailto:Seabase195@aol.com
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The sun was not shining, but the temperature 
was in the high 60's as opposed to the mid 40's on 
previous Club trips to Paradise.  Ten members of 
the Lockheed Martin Dive Club and one friend 
of Barbara Shurman's ventured just North of Bel-
leview, Florida, to a little-known dive spot called 
Paradise Springs.  

Several were early to arrive, including Bill and 
Pam Barney, Jim and Patsy Kennedy, and Chuck 
Brown and Terry Keeney.  They were holding our 
place in line as we approached the dive headquar-
ters (garage).  Not far behind, were the other mem-
bers of the Club intent on diving this prehistoric 

site in search of fossils that line the walls of the 
cavern (or so they say).  By 8:30 or so, everyone 
was there including Gary and Carol Comstock and 
Barbara Shurman and her friend, Terry Myers.  
Terry has done a lot of diving in the past, but was 
doing a little refresher with Barbara.  

Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
Does Paradise Springs

After signing all our forms and getting the dive 
briefing, we headed to the springs.  Luckily for us, 
there were no other divers in the spring at the time 
we arrived but by the time we left, there were a 
couple of other groups seeking those well-hidden 
fossils. 

At the site, we geared up (Is that Terry Ken-
ney in a wetsuit?) and began the short hike down to 
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the spring pool.  The opening appears to be rather 
small, but once underwater the cavern opens up on 
both sides, which allowed all of us to go in with no 
problems.  As we surveyed the site, it appeared that 
there would be no heavy currents or surface waves 
to content with, so each of us got in with ease.  The 
water temperature was a toasty 73 degrees and actu-
ally felt good.  The water was down a little from last 
year and the maximum depth that I measured was 
88 feet at the grim reaper sign.

We all went in, and Nancy and I took up the rear 
to make sure no one got lost on the way down.  

Fortunately no one lost their way, and the div-
ers that went in, came out (always a good thing).  
At about 60 feet down, the cavern opens up and as 
your eyes become accustomed to the low light, you 
realize how big this cavern is compared to some 
in Florida.  Because of the overcast conditions, the 
ambient light in the cavern was very low and lights 
were a necessity.  Sometimes the view can be quite 
breathtaking looking back toward the opening and 
seeing a ray of sunlight spearing down into the 
cavern.  Today, we were not so lucky, but we still 
felt like we were part of the underwater world that 
makes up a major portion of our water supply.  

Coming back to the surface brought a quick 
realization that we were going to have to maneu-
ver the stairs leading up to the platform.  Since the 
water level was down and the stairs slick, exiting 
was somewhat of a challenge, but we all made it out 

safely.  Because there is not a lot of colorful reefs 
and fish to see in any springs (Paradise included), 
most everyone had seen the sights on the first dive 
and no one elected to suit up and go again, so we 
just hung out and enjoyed the peace and serenity of 
the spot.    

First in - Jim and Patsy Kennedy.  Jim said the 
water was just right.

After trading some dive stories and a few geo 
caches (Chuck and Terry), we headed off to the 
Ocala National Forest and a picnic lunch at an 
authentic log cabin.  The drive is a bit of a maze but 
we had GPS's so fortunately no one got lost.  We 
all had a nice lunch, and the weather was pleasant 
enough for us to sit out on the porch this time.  Af-
ter a great conversation and pleasant company, we 
all headed back to civilization and warmer weather.

 What a great dive and thanks to all that 
made it possible.

Al and Nancy Wileden
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worked as a sales rep for VR dive computers and 
TDI throughout the Midwestern United States and 
in Hawaii.  

For the past 7 years, Richard has taught cave 
and technical diving full time in and around High 
Springs, Florida, as owner of Superior Dive Train-
ing (superiordivetraining.com).  He has served on the 
board of directors for the National Association for 
Cave Divers and is currently the international safety 
director.

Cave Diving, from page 1

We gathered at 6:00 p.m..  Afterwards, we held 
our “formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by our great door 
prizes.  

We meet at TGI Friday’s, which is located at 
8955 International Dr, Orlando FL 32819 (phone 
407-903-9556).  It’s easy to get to via Interstate 4 
or the Beachline, between Sand Lake Road and the 
latter.

Rachel received her Bachelor’s of Science in Bi-
ology from the University of Central Florida, where 
she continued into a Master’s program.  As a Master’s 
Candidate in Biology, she has presented her research 
on the invasion risks posed by aquarium Chaetomorpha 
to groups ranging from the national and international 
scientific communities to local clubs and school groups.  
She works with a large campaign to combat aquarium-
release invasions through mixed media including the 
distribution of printed fact sheets, children’s books, and 
an award-winning public service announcement video.

Chaetomorpha Fragment
Photo by J. Solomon

Invasions, from page 13

Members Links
Gary Comstock

Here's a GoPro video that will absolutely get your 
creative juices flowing.  Shot completely upside down. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIs00QjiJZQ&feature=g-all-

fbc&context=G2a2ef24FAAAAAAAAGAA

Norm Donkersloot
This article says Cameron helped design this sub-

mersible he's going to use to go 7 miles deep to follow 
Piccard andº Walsh's route into the Marianas Trench.  
Uh, I would not take the first one . . . but the second trip 
might be fun. 

Sir Richard Branson is going to go instead . . .
http://dailyitem.com/0100_news/x1690519268/James-Cameron-

and-others-to-explore-the-real-abyss

Norm Donkersloot
Club members who don't know about Sheck Exley 

may find this interesting. 
http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/3.11/divers_pr.html 

Al Wileden
Ann artist is using those reef tires in South Florida 

for art.  When we went out with South Florida Div-
ers last week, one of their boats had the artist and crew 
working with lift bags to get the tires.  It sounded like 
they had some problems, but they got some. 

http://blogs.miaminewtimes.com/riptide/2012/03/artificial_reef_fail-
ure_to_bec.php

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIs00QjiJZQ&feature=g-all-fbc&context=G2a2ef24FAAAAAAAAGAA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIs00QjiJZQ&feature=g-all-fbc&context=G2a2ef24FAAAAAAAAGAA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIs00QjiJZQ&feature=g-all-fbc&context=G2a2ef24FAAAAAAAAGAA
http://dailyitem.com/0100_news/x1690519268/James-Cameron-and-others-to-explore-the-real-abyss
http://dailyitem.com/0100_news/x1690519268/James-Cameron-and-others-to-explore-the-real-abyss
http://dailyitem.com/0100_news/x1690519268/James-Cameron-and-others-to-explore-the-real-abyss
http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/3.11/divers_pr.html
http://blogs.miaminewtimes.com/riptide/2012/03/artificial_reef_fail-ure_to_bec.php
http://blogs.miaminewtimes.com/riptide/2012/03/artificial_reef_fail-ure_to_bec.php
http://blogs.miaminewtimes.com/riptide/2012/03/artificial_reef_fail-ure_to_bec.php
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LMDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner

Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-
ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 

get them to me in one of the following ways:

• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net 
your text and graphics on disk to me at MP-93

• E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

March Meeting

Assessing and Mitigating Risks of Introducing 
Aquarium Algae into Natural Environments 

Invasive species are ranked as one of the top threats 
to biodiversity and conservation.  One common way that 
these species are introduced to their new ranges is by 
human release of pets and ornamental plants into natural 
environments.  In Florida, the best-known examples are 
the voracious Burmese pythons in the Everglades, the 
popular aquarium lionfish on our coral reefs, and the 
attractively leafy air potato taking over central Florida’s 
forested areas.  

Aquarium Release Invasions – 
Rachel Odom, University of Central Florida Department of Biology

Lionfish
Photo by J. Solomon

Chaetomorpha Bunch
Photo by G. Territo

As a marine biologist, Rachel focuses on the release 
of saltwater aquarium species into our native ecosys-
tems.  Like the invasive lionfish, which has invaded most 
of the Caribbean and has begun causing a decline in 
juvenile native fishes, aquarists have introduced a variety 
of animals and plants into new ranges.  Perhaps the most 
devastating of these invasions was that of the green 
feather alga, Caulerpa taxifolia.  Initially released into 
the Mediterranean waters of Monaco, C. taxifolia has 
out-competed the native underwater flora and thus driven 
away the fish and invertebrates that relied on those 
habitats.  As the invasion spread throughout the Mediter-

ranean, this aquarium strain was also released into the 
waters of South Australia, Japan, and California.  Al-
though it was unable to establish along Japanese coasts, 
it threatened Australian and Californian waters.  Califor-
nia has seen the only successful eradication of this “killer 
alga” but at a price tag of over $7 million.  Its effects 
have been seen ecologically by changing underwater 
communities and economically both in terms of manage-
ment costs and economic losses of the fishing industry.

In the 2000s, US aquarium hobbyists took the initia-
tive to suggest using other species that hadn’t caused 
international invasions.  Aquarium strains of the green 
spaghetti algae, Chaetomorpha, were widely adopted 
as a preferable alternative.  It has broad environmental 
tolerances, performs well as a biological filter in aquari-
ums, and is easy to obtain and share.  Unfortunately, 
these same characteristics that make for a good aquarium 
plant also promote the potential for invasion success.  
To address whether aquarium strains of Chaetomorpha 
pose an invasion threat, Rachel Odom has spent the last 
3 years testing its ability to survive and grow from small 
fragments, and finding ways that hobbyists may safely 
dispose of excess or unwanted algae in order to prevent 
introducing this apt colonizer into areas it could invade.

See ‘Invasions’, page 12
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Upcoming Events
Apr 10 Meeting:  Cave Diving with Richard Dreher
Apr 14 Dive:  Jupiter Dive Center - Mike Gracey
Apr 28 Dive:  Little Cayman - Grace Hampton
May 8 Meeting:  Red See Diving with Bruce and Suzanne Nelson

DUES WERE DUE  
$$$
Membership dues - March 31st

2012 Board of Directors 
Nominations

It is election time again.  Below is the current list of 
nominees to the board of directors for the Lockheed Mar-
tin Dive Club.  We are looking for you input for additional 
nominees.  Please add anyone you feel would be willing to 
serve on the board and return the nominations to Bill Barney  
at william.j.barney@lmco.com by April 22, 2011.  I will then 
contact the individual and verify the ability and willingness to 
serve if elected.  

If you have any questions please contact Bill via email or 
phone, 407-356-6921.

Officers:
       President:

        Mike Gracey

       __________________

       

  Vice President:

        Mike McCleskey

        __________________

 Secretary:

        Nancy Wileden

        __________________

 

 Treasurer:

        Al Wileden

        __________________

       

Board of Directors Members:
Director:

        Bill Paskert

        __________________

Director:

        Darrell Seale

        __________________

Director:

        Bill Barney

        __________________

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-93
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
(407) 306-5020
www.martindiveclub.org

mailto:william.j.barney@lmco.com
http://www.martindiveclub.org



