
cinating Galapagos Islands.

We gather at 6:00 p.m..  Afterwards, we hold 
our “formal” meeting covering CLUB business and 
member trip reports, followed by our great door 
prizes.  

We meet at TGI Friday’s, which is located at 
8955 International Dr, Orlando FL 32819 (phone 
407-903-9556).  It’s easy to get to via Interstate 4 
or the Beachline, between Sand Lake Road and the 
latter.

News
August 2012

August Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

At our regular Lockheed Martin 
Dive Club meeting on August 14th at TGI Friday's 
on International Drive, experience Susan Vitkavage 
and Mark Brown’s Galapagos Adventures.

Galapagos Adventures  
with Susan Vitkavage and Mark Brown

Susan and Mark described their 2011 trip to the 
islands of the Galapagos off the coast of Ecuador.  
The Galapagos Islands are famous for the amazing 
variety of creatures both above and below the wa-
ter.  Their slide show featured some of Galapagos’ 
most iconic species, including giant tortoises (RIP 
Lonesome George), marine iguanas, and flight-
less cormorants, as well as hundreds of schooling 
sharks (hammerheads, silkies, galapagos, and whale 
sharks, oh my!) at remote Darwin and Wolf islands. 

See ‘Galapagos’, page 7
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President
 Mike Gracey 407-356-5752 

Vice President
 Mike McCleskey 407-808-6453
 
 Secretary
 Nancy Wileden 407-971-8525

Treasurer
 Al Wileden 407-971-8525 
 
Director at Large
 Al Wileden 407-971-8525 

Board of Directors
 
 Bill Barney 407-356-6921 

 Bill Paskert 407-356-2290
 
 Darrell Seale 817-308-9764

Your Club Leadership

President's Column

Committee Chairs

Activity
 Gary Comstock 407-694-3490 
Camera
 Art Beaulieu 407-888-5775
Communications
 Bill Paskert 407-356-2290
Equipment
 Bill Paskert 407-356-2290
Meetings
 Open  
Membership
 Al Wileden 407-971-8525
Merchandise
 Carol Comstock 407-694-3490
Safety and Training
 Darrell Seale 817-308-9764
Webmaster
 Bill Paskert 407-356-2290

Greetings fellow Dive Club members!  Hasn’t 
it been a glorious summer for diving?  I hardly 
know where to start this month!  The best part is 
that there is a ton more diving to be had.

On July 21st there was the awesome Blue Heron 
Bridge dive, organized by Mike McCleskey.  I’m 
not sure of the official tally, but I lost count at 20 
intrepid divers braving the fathomless depths under 
the bridge.  I myself reached 16 feet!  If you have 
not enjoyed this dive site before, the diversity and 
abundance of species is amazing; and given the 
extreme depth, the fun goes on and on.

On August 3rd, ten adventurous club members 
headed for Canada to dive the St Lawrence River’s 
Thousand Islands region.  Gary promised us the 
sun, the moon, and the stars.  Failing that we had 
to make do with August’s gorgeous weather, mild 
water temps, and more wrecks than we can count.  
We had been looking forward to this trip for months 
and everyone was very excited.  Stay tuned for the 
tall tales, uh, I mean the trip report.  Nothing but the 
facts ma’am!

On the 18th, Trevor Campbell is leading a sold-
out trip to the Magic Kingdom to dive the Living 
Seas at EPCOT.  If you have done this dive you 
understand why it’s so popular; and if you haven’t, 

well, all I can say is you are missing one of the 
world’s best indoor dives!  Matt Spears has orga-
nized two more trips scheduled for August 24 and 
September 21 and I understand that they’re full al-
ready.  Guess we’ll have to do it one more time this 
year to fill the demand.  Organizers, we’re looking 
for a volunteer.  Trips don’t get any easier than this 
one to run.

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the 
September 15th club picnic at the Orange County 
Sportsman’s Club on Lake Sheen, part of the in-
credible Butler Chain of lakes.  We’ll have an 
old-fashioned picnic.  Bring the kids, put on some 
sunscreen, and come celebrate the season with all 
your friends.

Moving on, I’m very excited about Darrell 
Seale’s Nitrox course.  The price includes class 
materials, cert card, and personalized training by 
Darrell himself!  Seriously though, it’s great that so 
many of you have seized the opportunity to enhance 
your skills and bottom time.  Three cheers for Dar-
rell for volunteering his time and energy to make 
this Club training opportunity happen.

Well folks, that’s about all I’ve got this month.  
Until next time, enjoy the underwater world.  Dive 
safely, often!!!

Mike
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2012 Activity Schedule
120806

Date Event Contact
Partici- 
pants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Mar 10

PARADISE 
SPRINGS

&
lunch in the woods

LOCKHEED MARTIN event
Al and Nancy Wileden

407-616-6270, fwileden@cfl.rr.com
12-14 $30

March 
10

$30 
includes 

lunch

Apr 7

OYSTER REEF 
RESTORATION

Indian River 
Lagoon

LOCKHEED MARTIN event
Mike Gracey
407-356-5752 

mike.gracey@lmco.com

Un- 
limited

N/A April 2 Free

Apr 14
JUPITER DIVE CTR

Reef and wreck

LOCKHEED MARTIN event
Mike Gracey
407-356-5752 

mike.gracey@lmco.com

12 $55 April 1 $55

Apr 28-
May 5

CAYMAN ISLANDS
Little Cayman

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Grace Hampton 

407-737-8999 
gracphil@palmnet.net

10 $500
Until 
full

$2,300
estimate

May 12, 
optional 

hotel 
5/11

VENICE
Shark Teeth Dive

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Bill Barney

407-695-7519
william.j.barney@lmco.com

12 $60 May 1
$60, incl 
2 tanks 

and wgts

Jun 8-10

KEY WEST 
EXTRAVAGANZA
Vandenberg and 

reef dives

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Marie Frank

301-548-2366
Marie.S.Frank@LMCO.com

12 max $100
Until 
full

$415, incl 
diving, 
hotel, 

shuttle to 
Duval St

Jun 9-10
JUPITER DIVE CTR

Reef

KSC BARRACUDA event
Sharon Kennedy 

SharonKennedy1152@gmail.com
12 $50 TBD $200

Jul 21
BLUE HERON 

BRIDGE
Shore dive

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Mike McClesky
407-273-6655

mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

6-12 $0 TBD $0

Jul 25 
& Jul 26

RIVIERA BEACH
Lobster diving

KSC BARRACUDA event
John Lawlor

321-459-3374 jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
8

$65 per 
day

TBD
$65 per 

day

Aug 3-10

CANADIAN 
WRECK TREK

St Lawrence River
Wreck Trek

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Gary Comstock

407-694-3490
SWPMGMT@aol.com

10 or 
12

$325 Full
$1700

Aug 18-
19

DANIA BEACH
Steve’s Reef

KSC BARRACUDA event
Ginger Ballou

10 $50 TBD $250

Aug 18
WALT DISNEY 

WORLD
Dive Quest

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Trevor Campbell

(407) 234-7147 rockcityphoto@
gmail.com

12 $95
Sold 
out

$95

mailto:fwileden@cfl.rr.com
mailto:mike.gracey@lmco.com
mailto:mike.gracey@lmco.com
mailto:gracphil@palmnet.net
mailto:william.j.barney@lmco.com
mailto:Marie.S.Frank@LMCO.com
mailto:SharonKennedy1152@gmail.com
mailto:mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com
mailto:jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:SWPMGMT@aol.com
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120806

Date Event Contact
Partici- 
pants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-off 
Date

Total 
Cost

Aug 24
WALT DISNEY 

WORLD
Dive Quest

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Matt Spears

jamspears1@live.com
12 $95

Sold 
out

$95

Sep 1-3
BOYNTON BEACH
Holiday Inn Express

KSC BARRACUDA event
Phil Stasik

eyefly1@att.net
10 $100 TBD $300

Sep 8-15
BONAIRE I

Buddies

KSC BARRACUDA event
Max Farley

321-452-1435 maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
12 $300 TBD TBD

Sep 8-22
BONAIRE II

Buddies

KSC BARRACUDA event
Max Farley

321-452-1435  maxfarley@cfl.
rr.com

12 $500 TBD TBD

Sep 15

LMDC CLUB 
PICNIC 

Orange County 
Sportsman’s Club

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Nancy Wileden
407-971-8525

nwileden@cfl.rr.com

30-50 $0
Until 
full

$0

Sep 21
WALT DISNEY 

WORLD
Dive Quest

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Matt Spears

jamspears1@live.com
12 $95

Sold 
out

$95

Oct 6-7
ISLAMORADA

Holiday Isle

KSC BARRACUDA event 
John Lawlor

321-459-3374 jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
12 $100 TBD $300

Oct 13

DELEON SPRINGS
Snorkel and 

excellent Sugar Mill 
food!

LOCKHEED MARTIN event  
TBD

Any $0 None $0

Oct 18-
25

COZUMEL
Hotel Cozumel

KSC BARRACUDA event
Len Shaffer

Lshaf23500@aol.com
8 $100 TBD $800

Tentative 
Nov 6

LMDC PHOTO 
CONTEST

T.G.I. Fridays-I Drive

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Mike McCleskey

407-273-6655
mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

Open FREE TBD FREE

Tentative 
Dec 2 

Sunday

LMDC HOLIDAY 
PARTY
Brunch

LOCKHEED MARTIN event 
Nancy Wileden
407-971-8525

nwileden@cfl.rr.com

40 TBD TBD TBD

mailto:jamspears1@live.com
mailto:eyefly1@att.net
mailto:maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
mailto:nwileden@cfl.rr.com
mailto:jamspears1@live.com
mailto:jlawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:Lshaf23500@aol.com
mailto:mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com
mailto:nwileden@cfl.rr.com
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Prepare for a totally unique diving experience!  Dive at "The Seas 
with Nemo and Friends" pavilion in Epcot. The park features a 
6-million gallon aquarium.  Imagine a salt-water dive with 200 feet 
of visibility and over 4,000 animals native to the Caribbean swim-
ming with you in every direction.  Tropical fish, sharks, stingrays, 
giant green sea turtles, and plenty of coral for you to enjoy are just 
part of the fun.  In addition to this unique scuba experience, you will 
actually become part of the show. 

Disney's EPCOT DiveQuest
Saturday, August 18, 6:30 - 9:00 PM

• Theme park admission neither required 
nor included for this event; a parking fee 
of $14 is required when entering the park

• Guests are welcome to come and watch, 
but will need a park ticket

• Divers (10 and up) must have a SCUBA 
certification, those between 10 and 14 
must be accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian

• All required equipment provided, including 
mask, fins, tank, buoyancy compensa-
tor, regulator, weight belt, and a 2.5 mm 
shorty wetsuit (ONLY masks and wrist-
mounted computers can be brought to 
use)

• Comfortable changing rooms with show-
ers

• Contact - Trevor Campbell, cell 407-234-
7147 or rockcityphoto@gmail.com

Duration:  2 1/2 hours with a behind-
the-scenes tour and the in-water expe-
rience lasting 40 minutes

After the dive we will meet to fill out log 
books, pick up a souvenir T-shirt, and 
view the DVD made of the experience.  
You will have the opportunity to pur-
chase the video

Cost: $95 per guest (includes all gear 
and a limited-edition T-shirt); almost ½ 
off the normal $175 fee!

Reservation Deadline: TBD; we need 
12 divers to book this trip 

Payment: Send you check made out to 
Trevor Campbell at 801 Jade Forest 
Ave, Orlando FL 32828

mailto:rockcityphoto@gmail.com


LMDC	  Family	  Picnic	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Saturday	  Sept.	  15,	  2012	  

10:00	  am	  to	  2:00	  pm	  
Join us for a family picnic on the shores of Lake Sheen in the heart 
of Dr. Phillips.  Enjoy some water sports, a boat or jet ski ride, relax 
under the spacious picnic pavilion or try some games such as volleyball 
or tetherball .  

 

 

Everyone is invited! Bring the kids, grandkids, neighbors, and anyone 
interested in getting to know more about our club. 

It’s free! We will have the grills hot and ready to go, so bring a 
main dish and drinks for your family as well as a side dish or dessert 
to share with the group.  The club will also provide basic condiments, 
paper plates, cups, and plastic ware for the picnic. 

Let’s Make a Deal!  If you have some extra gear taking up space at 
home, bring it along for the gear swap and some wheeling and dealing.    

 

Watch for an E-Vite coming soon to your email address! 

Questions?  Contact: 

Nancy Wileden at nwileden@cfl.rr.com 

 

mailto:nwileden@cfl.rr.com
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Galapagos, from page 1

Susan grew up in land-locked Oklahoma, where 
she was fascinated at an early age by the Jacques 
Cousteau specials.  Mark watched the same shows 
growing up outside of Buffalo, New York.  Moving 
to a warmer climate, Susan and Mark met in 2001 
and soon started diving together, completing the 
Rescue Level certification.  The bulk of their div-
ing occurs off the swim platform of their boat “Five 
Carats”, currently moored in the Florida Keys.  
Susan describes herself as a “pretty fishy” diver, 
primarily enjoying the sight-seeing aspect of find-
ing and identifying different species of fish.   Some 
favorite experiences from on board Five Carats 
include trips to dive the Dry Tortugas as well as 
enjoying night dives on their “house reef”, Alligator 
Reef outside of Islamorada. 

Their international trips have included live-
aboards in the Bahamas, trips to the US Virgin 
Islands, Roatan, and of course the fascinating Gala-
pagos Islands.
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Blue Heron Bridge Dive
No Worries!

As I was collecting the last of the forms and 
checking the 20 divers and three snorkelers in for 
our dive under the Blue Heron Bridge on Satur-
day, July 21, I ran through my mental checklist of 
“worry items” to take care of for the group, and I 
realized that it is a pretty short list for this outing.  I 
took a quick, informal poll of the stressful thoughts 
divers have before a dive, and how they apply to 
Blue Heron Bridge.  Here are my results – in no 
particular order:

High Seas and Long Boat Ride – Yes, even 
seasoned divers can get seasick.  This dive is in 
an inland waterway, protected on all sides from 
weather, and all boat traffic is slowed due to the 
bridge.  Entry is across a soft, sandy beach with no 
giant strides, no pitching ladder to climb to get back 
on the boat, no diesel smell.  We measured the wave 
height in inches, not feet.  – No Worries!

Won’t See Anything Good – Sometimes the 
best destinations leave you skunked with dull fea-
tures and no sea life.  The Bridge has never left us 
disappointed.  We passed a list around at lunch for 
everyone to make a note of the best things they saw.  
See below for a short synopsis of the more than 30 
items that were listed.  – No Worries!

Warty Sidegill Slug

Friendly Batfish
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Stressful Travel – Does anyone like the TSA 
and the hassles of getting on an airplane?  The Blue 
Heron Bridge is so close by that many of our group 
just drove down and back in the same day.  – No 
Worries!

Cost – Can you say “fuel surcharges”?  The 
cost of most dive trips has significantly risen over 
the years.  This dive’s cost has remained the same 
(FREE).  Those of us that really splurged and spent 
the big money got a local hotel room for $59.  – No 
Worries!

Rushed Schedule – Vacations are supposed to 
be relaxed, right?  A typical dive trip involves rush-
ing to be on time for the boat, worries over getting 
your gear all squared away before arriving at the 
destination, and then quickly getting off (and back 
on) the boat per the dive operator’s schedule.  Not 
true here.  We work around Mother Nature’s sched-
ule of the tides, but she is kind enough to give us a 
nice wide window of opportunity to enter and exit 
the water on whatever schedule makes us happy.  – 
No Worries!

Bottom Time and Depth – Computer or tables?  
Air or Nitrox?  Safety Stops?  There is (and should 
be) a lot of thought and planning for most dives and 
a concern that you may overlook some of the safety 
rules and put yourself in a dangerous decompres-
sion situation.  The maximum depth here is well 
less than 20 feet, so regardless of whether you’re 
using Nitrox or air (or pure O2, for that matter), or 
using a computer or tables, you will never reach a 
no-deco-limit, and your entire dive IS a safety stop.  
My computer kept returning to surface mode, so it 
did not record a good bottom time, but thanks to my 
trusty 30-year-old dive watch, I know that 2 and a 
half hours passed from the time Wendy and I en-
tered the water until we got out!  – No Worries!

Equipment Failures – We had a couple of 
instances of leaky o-rings, broken straps, and even 
one case of a diver forgetting a major piece of 
equipment.  Thanks to the fact that there were so 
many of us, and our vehicles were close by, you 
wouldn’t believe the abundance of tools and spare 
parts we could produce to solve minor issues.  A 
quick stroll to visit a neighboring group even re-
sulted in a quick offer to loan a mask and snorkel to 
our member that forgot her’s.  – No Worries!
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Lost at Sea – Even though there were a few 
safety sausages and GPS trackers present, given the 
close, controlled environment of this area, and the 
abundance of friendly people there for diving, boat-
ing, or just picnicking, there’s always help nearby.  
Diving under the pilings of the bridge makes navi-
gation easy, and even if you venture out to the patch 
reefs away from the bridge, simple navigation with 
your compass is easy since the bridge runs due 
East-West and the shoreline runs due North-South.  
As a last resort, the surface is never far away in case 
you need to make a quick peek above water to get 
your bearings.  – No Worries!

I could go on…  We had a great trip.  If you 
have not done this dive, you should put it on your 
list.  Here’s a condensed list of significant sightings:  
four batfish, warty sidegill slug, sparptail eels, sting-
rays, lobsters, octopus, flying gurnards, sea stars, 
high hats, barracudas, banded shrimp, arrow crabs, 
scorpion fish, french angels, queen angels, cowries, 
scallops, blue crabs, flounders . . .  Whew!  Some 
of the more unique sightings underwater included 
a 10-speed bike, large cages of fish, and a type of 
creepy crawly wormy thing that we have been un-
able to identify in any fish ID books.

Thanks to all that participated.  I look forward to 
the next time we dive the Blue Heron Bridge!

Mike McCleskey

Member Contributions
Batteries

Anyone needing a camera battery (or many 
other batteries) should consider www.batteries.com.  
The have very low prices and low shipping costs.  
My camera battery that listed at Olympus for about 
$30 or www.batteriesplus.com for $25, was $9.99.  
Shipping cost is $2.50, and if you order several bat-
teries, their is only one charge.

Phil Hampton

http://www.batteries.com
http://www.batteriesplus.com
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LMDC Connections

We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 
question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call (407) 
306-5020 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner

Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-
ting articles to me by the 15th of the month.  Please 

get them to me in one of the following ways:

• Call me at (407) 356-2290 and sneaker-net 
your text and graphics on disk to me at MP-93

• E-mail at work: william.paskert@lmco.com;
or at home: wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

July Meeting

At our July 10th meeting, Capt. Luis Roman 
showed us a lot about scuba diving equipment and 
maintenance.  He focused his presentation on the 
technical maintenance aspects and the importance 
of servicing regulators and equipment.

Equipment and Maintenance  
with Luis Roman

Luis grew up in Puerto Rico where he got his 
scuba diver certification in 1987.  He became a 
Divemaster shortly after that, and organized trips 
in remote islands like Mona Island between Puerto 
Rico and the Dominican Republic.  After a couple 
of years, he became a NAUI instructor.  Since then, 
he has been involved in the industry for the last 21 
years.  He has a lot of scuba experiences and has 
seen how the equipment has changed.  

Luis also is a certified service technician for 
all the major brands: Atomic, Tusa, Oceanic, Sher-
wood, Zeagle, Aqualung, to mention a few.

Luis gave us a lot of information and tips on 
keeping our gear in top shape.  He showed us the 
details of regulator design and features, and de-
scribed the benefits of some of the newer technolo-
gies.  Here are a few of his tips:
• Wash your gear after fresh water spring dives; 

minerals can build up
• Wet suits have a ‘life’ of about 200 compres-

sions; after that you can loose protection
• Lubricate your zippers with silicon grease
• Always check your O-rings, ring seats, etc., 

personally
• If you have to empty a scuba tank, do it slowly 

to minimize condensation
• Don’t ‘ignore’ your BC; it’s dive critical equip-

ment that needs regular service
• Comparing rinsing versus soaking, tap-water 

flushing is the best.

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:william.paskert@lmco.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Upcoming Events
Aug 14 Meeting:  Galopagos Islands with Susan Vitkavage and Mark Brown

Aug 18 Dive:  Disney DiveQuest - Trevor Campbell

Aug 24 Dive:  Disney DiveQuest - Matt Spears

Sep 11 Meeting:  ADI Photography - Mary Solomon

Sep 15 Picnic:  Orange County Sportsman’s Club

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
MP-93
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
(407) 306-5020
www.martindiveclub.org

500 year old rum?
Archaeologists search for the real Captain Morgan 

U.S. archaeologists are continuing their search 
for real-life buccaneer Captain Henry Morgan’s lost 
fleet after the discovery of six cannons, a 17th century 
wooden shipwreck, and even a barrel that may very 
well contain rum. Yo, ho ho indeed.

Aptly backed by the Captain Morgan 
rum brand, a team of leading archaeolo-
gists led by Frederick “Fritz” Hanselmann 
of Texas State University hope to unlock 
the myth and mysteries of one of history’s 
most iconic sea captains.

“We’re interested in telling the true 
story of Henry Morgan,” Hanselmann, who is a direc-
tor of the Lost Ships of Henry Morgan Project, told 
FoxNews.com.  “He was a real historic figure who 
played a significant role in the history of Panama 
and 17th century politics.  Morgan was a legendary 
figure, even in his time.  He pretty much ran amuck in 
the Spanish main, culminating in the sack of Panama 
City.  He sacked a city no one thought could be 
sacked.”

En route to his most infamous plunder and what 
was then the richest city in the western hemisphere, 
Morgan lost five ships (including his flagship “Sat-
isfaction”) at the mouth of the Chagres River, at 
the time the only waterway access to Panama City.  
It’s here that Hanselmann and his team began their 
search in 2010.

“One of the first things we noticed was a series 
of cannons on the reef where Morgan’s 
ships ran aground,” Hanselmann said, an in-
dication that the team was on the right track. 
They are now trying to narrow the search 
for where the ships might be using a mag-
netometer -- a large metal detector towed by 
boat -- to pick up irons or metals buried in 

the sand, which has led to them to their first ship-
wreck, which may have been one of Morgan’s. “We 
have one shipwreck that looks like it’s 17th century 
Spanish,” said Hanselmann. “It’s a really cool site.” 
It's not as easy as simply reading a plaque, how-
ever.  Most ships of the time weren't identified that 
directly, nor did they always have the identifying 
figureheads many associate with pirate ships.

Contributed by Darrell Seale

http://www.martindiveclub.org

