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LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Sipadan Island
with George and Nangnoi McGuire

Please come to our July 
9th meeting and experience 
Sipadan, Malaysia, which 
is a seamount island off the 
northeast side of Borneo with 
legendary diving.  Many divers 
have heard of it, but because 
it is so hard to get to relatively 
few have been there.  Getting 

We gather at 6:00 p.m..  Afterwards, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering CLUB business and member 
trip reports, followed by our great door prizes.  

We meet at TGI Friday’s, which is located at 8955 
International Drive, Orlando FL 32819 (phone 407-903-
9556).  It’s easy to get to via Interstate 4 or the Beach-
line, between Sand Lake Road and the latter.

there requires going to the other 
side of the world and then using 
a succession of planes, buses, and 
boats. George and Nangnoi Mc-
Guire went there in April.  They 
will share a video presentation with 
us of their trip to fabled Sipadan.
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President
 Nancy Wileden 407-971-8525 

Vice President
 Trevor Campbell 407-234-7147
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  Kelli Wopperer 623-256-0842
 
Director at Large
 Mike Gracey 407-356-5752 
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 Carol Comstock 407-694-3490
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President’s Column
Hello Fellow Divers!

It’s a new month and the Dive Club has a new 
set of officers and board of directors.  The Club 
election results are detailed in Al Wileden’s report 
included in this newsletter, but I want to say a very 
big THANK YOU to Mike Gracey for his wonder-
ful leadership of our group for the past 2 years.  
During that time Mike stayed focused on his goals 
of expanding the membership and increasing partic-
ipation in Club dives.  Thanks also to Al for serving 
as our Director at Large and managing the election 
process for us.  You did a great job!

As your new president I am looking forward 
to continuing the initiatives already in place while 
working with the board and you, the members, to 
find ways to make the Club and our dives better.  
As the new president, I also took a moment to look 
back and remember how I got here.  I attended my 
first Club meeting in August of 2001 with my dive 
buddy Al.  We had our brand new open water cert 
cards, a lot of enthusiasm, no diving experience, and 
recognized only one person at the meeting.   Almost 
12 years later, I have more cert cards, several log 
books filled with dives all over the world, and am 
part of a wonderful group of people that love div-
ing as much as I do!  All of that happened through 

membership and participation in this Club and why 
I encourage all of you to get involved!

Join us July 9th as we hear from George and 
Nangnoi McGuire about a famous and very re-
mote dive destination - Sipadan Island in Malay-
sia.   From what I hear, the trip to the island was 
as exciting as the diving!  I am looking forward to 
some virtual travel through George and Nangnoi’s 
pictures and stories, and hearing about everyone’s 
dives this month.  See you then!

Nancy Wileden

Waves of Hawaii
Clark Little captures the beauty and power of 

monstrous Hawaiian waves from the inside out.
www.clarklittlephotography.com

http://www.clarklittlephotography.com
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2013 Activity Schedule
130702

Date Event Contact

LMDC/
Barra- 
cudas

Partici- 
pants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-
off 

Date

Total 
Cost

Mar 2 Paradise Springs (picnic 
at the Wileden cabin)

Al and Nancy Wileden
407-616-6270

fwileden@cfl.rr.com

LMDC
Open None Feb 

23 $30

Mar 
23 Alexander Springs Bob Claudy

407-405-8814
bclaudy@cfl.rr.com

LMDC
Open $16.50 NA $16.50

Apr 13 Blue Heron Bridge
Bill Paskert

407-579-6215
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

LMDC
Open NA NA Free

May18 
- 23 Belize

Grace Hampton 
407-737-8999 

gracphil@palmnet.net

LMDC

12 Sold out Sold 
out

$2600 
to 

$3000

May 
20 Jupiter Dive Center Bill Little

littlewl@mindspring.com

Barra- 
cudas 6 $40 Apr 4 $70

May 
25

Calypso Dive Charters 
(Boca Raton)

Mike Gracey
407-356-5752 

mike.gracey@lmco.com

LMDC
6 Apr 

25 $70

Jun 
7-9

Key West
(Vandenberg - 4 dives)

Marie Frank
301-548-2366

marie.s.frank@lmco.com

LMDC
10 $100 ASAP $350

Jul 17 Jupiter Dive Center Bill Little
littlewl@mindspring.com

Barra- 
cudas 6 $40 May 5 $70

Jul 20 St. Mary’s GA
(Diver’s Den)

Bob Claudy
407-405-8814

bclaudy@cfl.rr.com

LMDC
6 Full Full $450

Jul 24 Lobster Dive
Riviera Beach

John Lawlor
321-459-3374 jlawlor@

cfl.rr.com

Barra- 
cudas 8 $65 Jul 5 $65

Jul 25 Lobster Dive
Riviera Beach

John Lawlor
321-459-3374 jlawlor@

cfl.rr.com

Barra- 
cudas 8 $65 Jul 5 $65

Aug 
1-4

Ultimate Getaway
(Dry Tortugas)

Trevor Campbell
and Bill Paskert

407-579-6215
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

LMDC

10 $150 ASAP $835

Aug 
31 - 

Sep 2

Starfish Enterprise
Boynton Beach

Phil Stasik
321-455-2221
eyefly1@att.net

Barra- 
cudas 10 $100 Aug 

15 $300

Aug 
31

Grouper Dive
(Jupiter Dive Center)

Mike Gracey
407-356-5752 

mike.gracey@lmco.com

LMDC
NA $55 ASAP $55

Sep 
14

Grouper Dive
(Jupiter Dive Center)

Shawna Hyde
321-543-9916

shyde321@bellsouth.net

LMDC
NA $55 ASAP $55

Oct 5 - 
12

Buddy’s
(Bonaire)

Max Farley
321-452-1435 

maxfarley@cfl.rr.com

Barra- 
cudas 8 $300 Jul 1 $1500

Oct 5 - 
19

Buddy’s
(Bonaire)

Max Farley
321-452-1435 

maxfarley@cfl.rr.com

Barra- 
cudas 16 $500 Jul 1 $2400

Oct 26
LMDC Club Picnic 

(Orange Co Sportsmen’s 
Assoc)

LMDC

mailto:fwileden@cfl.rr.com
mailto:bclaudy@cfl.rr.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
mailto:gracphil@palmnet.net
mailto:littlewl@mindspring.com
mailto:mike.gracey@lmco.com
mailto:marie.s.frank@lmco.com
mailto:littlewl@mindspring.com
mailto:bclaudy@cfl.rr.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
mailto:eyefly1@att.net
mailto:mike.gracey@lmco.com
mailto:shyde321@bellsouth.net
mailto:maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
mailto:maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
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It’s Official!!
Well, the elections are over and the new ad-

ministration is off and running.  It was a pleasure 
to work on the elections with our slate of Officers 
and Board members.  For those of you, who cast 
your vote, thank you for participating in the election 
process.  For those of you who may not have been 
at the meeting, the election results are as follows:

President  Nancy Wileden
Vice President  Trevor Campbell
Secretary  Shawna Hyde
Treasurer   Kelli Wopperer
Board Member  Gary Comstock
Board Member  Terry Keeney
Board Member  James Dachtler
Board Member  Mike McCleskey

Normally, there are only three additional Board 
members elected, but this year there was a tie 
among two of the candidates and rather than do a 
re-vote at the meeting (which would not have been 
fair to those who were not in attendance), all were 
elected to the Board.  

This group of individuals is extremely moti-
vated to keep this Club the best dive club in Central 
Florida.  Please continue your support to all of them 
and consider volunteering for other positions within 
the Club.  Just ask a Board member how you can 
get involved.  Thanks again for your participation in 
this extremely important election process.

Al Wileden

Board of Director’s News
The new LMDC Board of Directors is already 

busy with plans and strategies to keep our Club 
growing and active.  Here are a few details from our 
first meeting.

Jamie Dachtler has agreed to be the Club’s 
camera chair.  This means he is the contact person if 
you want to check out the Club’s GoPro or SeaLife 
cameras for a future dive trip.

Kelli Wopperer, our Treasurer, has sent out 
membership reminders to encourage everyone to 
pay their dues and update their information forms.  

Terry Keeney and Trevor Campbell are planning 
some workshops on still photo and video editing for 
our members.  Watch for more details and get your 
photos and videos ready!  

Some changes are being considered in how we 
handle LMDC merchandise and in updating the 
Club logo.  Nancy and Trevor are researching the 
options and will present them to the members soon.

Even though he isn’t president this year, Mike 
Gracey continues to find some great speakers for 
our meetings.   If you have any suggestions for 
future programs, please let him know!

And if you are reading this, don’t just thank a 
teacher.  Thank Bill Paskert, our communications 
expert.  He may be retired, but is still working hard 
to provide the newsletter and website updates for 
the Dive Club!

Nancy Wileden

130702

Date Event Contact

LMDC/
Barra- 
cudas

Partici- 
pants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-
off 

Date

Total 
Cost

Nov ? Disney DiveQuest
LMDC

Nov 
12 Photo Contest

Mike McCleskey
407-273-6655

mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

LMDC

Dec 8 LMDC HOLIDAY PARTY
Brunch

Nancy Wileden
407-971-8525

nwileden@cfl.rr.com

LMDC
40 ? ? ?

mailto:mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com
mailto:nwileden@cfl.rr.com
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Dry Tortugas - Ultimate Getaway 
August 1- 4, 2013

Almost 70 miles west of Key West lay a cluster of 
seven coral reefs called the Dry Tortugas.  These 
reefs - along with surrounding shoals and waters 
- make up Dry Tortugas National Park.  Known 
for its famous bird and marine life and its legends 
of pirates and sunken gold, the Park includes the 
largest of the 19th century American coastal forts.

The Trip

We’ll board Thursday evening at the dock in Ft 
Myers, before the overnight cruise to the Dry Tor-
tugas.  Friday morning the diving starts at 7 am, 
with more than five sites at between 40-80 feet 
expected on both Friday and Saturday.  Break-
fast, lunch, and dinner will be worked into your 
schedules.  A visit to “Fort Jefferson National 
Monument” can also be worked into our itinerary.  

On Sunday we’ll wake up anchored to the “Baja 
California“, a 266-foot World War ll transport 
ship built in 1914; and then move to an Air Force 
relay tower, (a trip favorite!).  After this, we will 
head home, arriving around 5 pm.

The Ultimate Getaway Boat  
(www.ultimategetaway.net)

Our air conditioned vessel is a 100-foot Super 
Cruiser that comfortably sleeps 20 passengers in 
individual bunks. The boat is equipped with lots 
of shade, five fresh, hot water showers, and four 
restrooms.

Cost: $835, deposit needed NOW

Nitrox: $40 for the trip

Contact: Bill Paskert, 407-579-6215 or  
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com

http://www.ultimategetaway.net
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Dive with Goliath Groupers 
August 31, 2013

Trip 
Coordinator:
Mike Gracey

Diving: The diving on Saturday will 
include drift diving the reefs and 
wrecks of Jupiter, Florida.  Diving en-
counters include turtles, goliath grou-
per, rays, and occasional pelagics such 
as sharks and wandering giant sunfish.  
These are very healthy reefs with a lot 
of life and structure.  Between the full 
moons of August and September, the 
goliath groupers congregate to spawn 
in large quantities here.  This is a sight 
not to be missed!

Cost: Discounted price is $55 per 
diver for a 2-tank morning dive. The 

boat will leave at 9 AM and arrive 
back at the dock at 1 PM.  Check in 
is at 8:15.  You supply the tanks and 
weights.  A safety sausage is required, 
so make sure you have one with you. 
Tanks can be rented at the dive shop or 
bring your own.

Maximum of 20 divers.

Interested?  Contact Mike at 
mike.gracey@lmco.com or 407-376-
8300.  A $55 deposit is appreciated as 
soon as possible to hold your spot, as 
this trip will fill quickly.  Send all de-
posits to:  Mike Gracey, 10303 Wind-
ing Marsh Trail, Orlando FL 32832.

mailto:mike.gracey@lmco.com
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Dive with Goliath Groupers 
September 14, 2013

Trip 
Coordinator:
Shawna Hyde

Diving: The diving on Saturday will 
include drift diving the reefs and 
wrecks of Jupiter, Florida.  Diving en-
counters include turtles, goliath grou-
per, rays, and occasional pelagics such 
as sharks and wandering giant sunfish.  
These are very healthy reefs with a lot 
of life and structure.  Between the full 
moons of August and September, the 
goliath groupers congregate to spawn 
in large quantities here.  This is a sight 
not to be missed!

Cost: Discounted price is $55 per 
diver for a 2-tank morning dive. The 
boat will leave at 9 AM and arrive 

back at the dock at 1 PM.  Check in 
is at 8:15.  You supply the tanks and 
weights.  A safety sausage is required, 
so make sure you have one with you. 
Tanks can be rented at the dive shop or 
bring your own.

Maximum of 20 divers.

Interested?  Contact Shawna at 
shyde321@bellsouth.net or 321-543-
9916.  A $55 deposit is appreciated 
as soon as possible to hold your spot, 
as this trip will fill quickly.  Send all 
deposits to:  Shawna Hyde, 149 Ge-
noa Street, Indian Harbour Beach FL 
32937.

mailto:shyde321@bellsouth.net
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At long last our trip date arrived.  With much 
boredom and a minimum of excitement, our travel 
from Orlando to Belize and back on AAL via Miami 
was accomplished.  The less said about travel days 
the better.  And it was so worth the hassle to enjoy 
the adventures of the week.  I will attempt to share 
just some of them in this report.

We were greeted and welcomed by the Dancer 
crew as we stepped onto the dock at 3 pm.  Our 
cabins were ready, and our luggage was shortly 
delivered to our rooms.  We staked out our equip-
ment station on the dive deck and set up our gear on 
a tank, where it stayed all week as the crew refilled 
the tanks in place.  After we had settled in, dinner 
was served and crew introductions and a boat brief-
ing rounded out a long day.

As usual, the dive crew, chef, and other crew 
members were cheerful, helpful, and attentive.  But 
the bright star of the week was our co-captain, 
Megan O’Meara, who was always smiling, ener-
getic, and enthusiastic as she helped on the dive 
deck, maneuvered the yacht, went on the dives, took 
photos, poured wine, and played dinner music on 
the keyboard, all the while looking really good.  It is 
really not fair that one person has all of that talent.  
Grumble, grumble . . .

Belize Dancer ll  
May 18-25, 2013

Grace Hampton

Let me add that since we were on the Dancer 2 
years ago the service has increased.  Guest comfort 
and ease of diving has always been a priority, but it 
has been stepped up just a notch.  The service now 
includes removal of fins on the ladder, delivery of 
your own warm towel with a back rub and often a 

hug, and rinsing and hanging of wet suits.  We were 
skeptical at first, but after one day decided we really 
liked the pampering.

During that first night, there was a long, rough 
crossing to Lighthouse Cay.  Nine of us lay in our 
bunks worrying about Trish Hardy, who is very 
prone to sea sickness.  She was on her first live-
aboard while testing a new 'mal de mer' magic pill.  
We were greeted at breakfast by a smiling Trish, 
who had slept through the night and was feeling 
just fine.  Kudos to her bravery for taking the risk.  
She and her husband, Steve Spragins, can now plan 
“Where Next?”

Gwen Hagar was also on her first live-aboard 
trip.  She started the week with some trepidation 
regarding sharks and shark sightings.  By the end 
of the week, Gwen and the sharks had reached an 
understanding, “You can look at, but not bother me; 
and I will look at and not bother you.”  That worked 
just fine.

On one of the dives, the Dancer broke loose 
from the mooring and began drifting.  The alert 
crew banged on the ladder to alert the 13 divers that 
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were in the water with the dive master.  Dive Mas-
ter John dove in and retied the boat to the mooring, 
but again it broke loose.  The boat was moved to 
the next dive site, where John again dove in, swam 
back to the divers, explained the situation and gave 
them a choice of swimming back to the new moor-
ing or surfacing and waiting to be picked up.  That 
was one long tiring dive, but it did show that the 
briefings are valuable and the emergency measures 
do work.  And the group from the dive now count 
themselves as ‘Survivors’. 

In another yacht incident, the Nitrox logbook 
blew off the dive deck into the deep blue.  No one 
replaced it or missed it, and we managed just fine 
without the paper work.

Most of us went diving in the famous Belize 
Blue Hole.  Because it is such a deep dive, the 
second dive of the day was cancelled, and a tour to 
the island was scheduled where we visited the red 
footed booby’s nesting site.  As interesting and edu-
cational as it was, all of us - including Trish - were 
glad to get back on board our home-at-sea.

On our trip, what did we see?  The many usual 
and a few unusual micro reef critters, along with 
more medium-size creatures: queen triggers; grey, 
French, Queen, and rock beauty angel fish; hawks-
bill turtles; many kinds of parrot fish; and barracuda 
of many sizes - including the ocean and KSC va-
riety.  We also encountered the big guys like shark 
and tarpon.  A huge free-swimming green moray eel 
swam right over John Tribes shoulder, causing him 
to gulp some air for a moment or two.  A logger-
head turtle cruised by to celebrate Grace’s 1,400th 
dive.  On the last dive of the last day, Craig Masters 
saw and photographed the rare Belize white spotted 
toadfish.

Chuck Brown and Terry Keeney produced a 
new version of the Fish Identification Contest and 
all of the 20 guests on board joined in the fun.  At 
the farewell cocktail party, the results were an-
nounced:  3rd Place Craig Masters; 2nd Place Phil 
Hampton, John and Melinda Tribe, Sharon Giffen, 
and Darren Dawson; and 1st Place Chuck Brown 
and Terry Keeney.  On the 5th day, called the Fish 
Scramble, when all the contest fish of the week 
were available for points, Darren Dawson won it all 
by getting bonus points for finding the bearded fire 
worm

Stay tuned for the scheduled showing of the 
Chuck and Terry trip video and slide show with a 
1960's theme coming soon to a dive club program 
near you.

Grace
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Key West: Dive the Vandenberg
June 7 - 9, 2013

A group of 12 Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
members (Gary and Carol Comstock, Mike Gracey, 
Gwen Hager, Shawna Hyde, Jim and Patsy Ken-
nedy, Bill Paskert, Sue Rauckman, Al and Nancy 
Wileden, and me [Marie Frank]) met in wonderful 
Key West Friday afternoon at the Hibiscus Motel 
(Best Western).  The motel was quiet and out of the 
way but a block from Duval Street. 

After we got settled in our rooms, 11 of us 
walked across the street to the Southernmost Beach 
Café, a nice restaurant on the water.  Luckily, we 
got there before the skies opened with a wicked 
thunderstorm.  Unfortunately, Gwen was caught 
driving through the same storm. 

On Saturday morning, all 12 of us dove with 
Captain’s Corner, which has their boat at the marina 
close to the Conch Republic restaurant.  We dove 
on the USAFS General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, the 
newest artificial reef off of Key West.  We left about 
9ish (‘Keys time’) and came back before 2 pm.  We 
always had at least 45 minutes to 1 hour break be-
tween dives.  We had little current on first dive and 
strong current on the second.

On Sunday morning, only three divers (Mike, 
Shawna, and myself) dove the 'Vandy'.   The cur-
rent was VERY strong and we only did one dive.  I 
admit I was worn out from the first dive, and it was 
a lot of work to get back to the boat – upper arm 
strength needed!  I did lose one of my fins (first 
ones when I got certified in 1991) when I tried to 
get back on the boat.  Getting back to the boat was 
the priority instead of the fins.  

We enjoyed a 
great dinner while 
the squall rolled 
over and left a fine 
rainbow
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Gwen had decided earlier in the morning to dive 
in the afternoon on some shallower reefs instead of 
the Vandy - good choice!  Most of the other divers 
decided to relax at the hotel while others headed 
home.  Us brave souls who decided to dive the 
Vandy again on Sunday, were greeted as we docked 
by most of the trip members as they were waving 
at us from the Conch Republic.  We joined them for 
lunch when we got off the boat.

We had a great time spending most of our drink-
ing, lunches, and dinners together in Key West.  
Again, the motel was great and the rooms were 
beautiful.  I will definitely keep this place in mind 
when I visit Key West again.

NOTE: This was definitely intense diving (2-
tank dives on the Vandy each day).  I believe a fu-
ture trip should be one wreck dive and a shallower 
relaxing dive for the 2nd.  Baby Boomers - do you 
agree?! 

It was a good trip and it was great spending time 
together.  I was sorry to leave Key West and head 
back to Maryland on Monday.

Happy Diving!!

Marie Frank
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June Meeting
Bonaire – 100 Feet Below to 1000 Feet Above

Longtime Club member and current Board 
member Mike McCleskey presented views and led 
discussions on Bonaire - both above and below the 
water.  More than just showing pretty underwater 
pictures, Mike explained why Bonaire is top on his 
‘go back to’ list.

Mike has been diving since 1977, and first vis-
ited Bonaire in 1986.  Since then, he and his fam-
ily have been there over two dozen times, logging 
hundreds of hours under Bonaire’s beautiful ocean 
waters as well as finding adventures all around the 
topside of the island.  

Mike discussed his favorite dive sites, the vari-
ous resorts he has stayed in, favorite local foods and 
beers, why he hates shore diving, and why some 
people come back from Bonaire disappointed.  He 
showed pictures of Wendy (wife) befriending a wild 
donkey, of Torey (son) saving a stranded diver’s 
life, of the adventure when he almost killed Wendy 
on a geocaching trek, of three Dutch girls that Torey 
spent the summer living with, and some embarrass-
ing photos and stories about Phil and Grace (in-
laws) too!  
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LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call 407- 
579-6215 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at 

getting articles to me.  If you've got ideas for articles, 
get them to me by phone at 407-5796215; email at 
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com; or sneaker-net your text and 
graphics on disk to me at 3173 Battersea Way, Win-
ter Park FL 32792-8137

If you bought him a beer he told you the best 
place to be served iguana stew, where the best top-
less beaches are, the best place to watch the sunset, 
and how to find Prisca’s Ice Cream shop in Rincon 
(the oldest town on the island).  With another beer, 
he’d give you a few pointers on advanced Sudoku, 
show you some yo-yo tricks, and play “Sweet Geor-
gia Brown” on his vintage Boy Scout bugle.

Start of the geocaching trip

Geocache at the highest point on Bonaire

'McHamptons'

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Upcoming Events
Jul 9 Meeting:  Sipadan - George McGuire
Jul 20 Trip:  St Mary's GA - Bob Claudy
Aug 1 Trip:  Ultimate Getaway - Bill Paskert
Aug 13 Meeting:  Georgia Aquarium - Ed Ryan

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
(407) 579-6215
www.martindiveclub.org

Mote Marine seeks reports of whale 
shark sightings
The Associated Press

Published: May 22, 2013

VENICE - Scientists at Mote Marine Laboratory 
(www.mote.org) are asking the public to watch for 
whale sharks, the world's largest fish, in the Gulf of 
Mexico.

A whale shark was spotted May 8 about 20 
miles off the coast of Venice.

The Herald-Tribune (http://bit.ly/10N5Khs) reports 
that Mote scientists are collecting reports of whale 
sharks, which can grow to 42 feet long and 24 tons, 
to look for patterns to their movements in local 
waters.

The whale sharks gather to feast on plankton 
from May to September off Mexico and in the Ca-
ribbean Sea, and come to the west coast of Florida 
most likely for blooms of plankton or fish eggs.

The lab is asking anyone who spots a whale 
shark to call its Center for Shark Research at (941) 
388-1827.

Scientists want spotters to note the number of 
sharks, time, date and location, with GPS coordi-
nates if possible.  The center also requests the spot-
ter’s phone number, email and photos if available.

http://www.mote.org
http://bit.ly/10N5Khs
http://www.martindiveclub.org

