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September Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Red Sea Aggressor
with Mark Hatter and Bill Paskert

Welcome to the Red Sea 
Please come to our September 9th meeting to 

share another one of Mark Hatter’s ‘Bucket List’ 
dive trips: A week on a luxury live-aboard in the 
Red Sea off the coast of Egypt.  I had the opportuni-
ty to join Mark and five other experienced divers to 
dive four-times-a-day with hammerheads, a manta 
ray, a couple of interesting wrecks, great visibility, 
amazing structure, endless soft corals, and abundant 
reef fish life.

See ‘Red Sea’, page 4

I know a lot of folks don’t think of the Red Sea 
as bucket list diving (even experienced divers!), 
but I’d heard and seen a lot about it and when Mark 
brought it up, I jumped on it.  Most people don’t 
even know where the Red Sea is!

The Red Sea Aggressor boat was excellent: 
newly refurbished (although just 10 years old), very 
well equipped, and beautifully maintained.  The 
boat crew was great, experienced, and worked hard 
to accommodate everyone. 

With awesome visibility and breath-taking soft 
corals, the Red Sea is one of the most popular dive 
destinations in the world.  There are over one thou-
sand species of fish in the Red Sea, 20 percent of 
which can be found nowhere else in the world.  
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President
 Trevor Campbell 407-234-7147 

Vice President
 Mike McCleskey 407-808-6453
 
 Secretary
 Gwen Hagar 863-397-6304

Treasurer
  Keri Vazquez 321-297-3366
 
Director at Large
 Nancy Wileden 407-971-8525 

Board of Directors
 
 Gary Comstock 407-255-0488 

 Jamie Dachtler 407-356-1374 

 Terry Keeney 321-795-9476 

Your Club Leadership

President’s Column
Hi everyone,

We're in the real heart of the dive season now 
and conditions have been great and the goliath grou-
per are already out in numbers.  If you weren't able 
to make our Club trip with Jupiter Dive Center, I 
highly recommend making it down that way soon 
to go try to see them in person.  Also, make sure to 
talk about any possible diving you may have com-
ing up during the meeting, as a lot of our members 
are new or are just looking for any excuse to get out 
and get under-water more often.

There have been a lot of other overseas dive 
trips going on throughout the Club over the past 
couple months, so this month’s meeting promises 
to have a lot of great photos and videos to share!  If 
you do have photos and videos, please feel free to 
bring them for the end of the meeting.  Please keep 
video length to a minimum, so we have enough time 
to enjoy them all.

We also recently decided that we want to be a 
little more transparent with our Club finances, so 
we're going to have our Treasurer, Keri Vazquez, 
speak at our meetings to keep the members in-
formed of how we're spending our money and the 
current account balance.

Committee Chairs
Activity
 Trevor Campbell 407-234-7147 
Camera
 Jamie Dachtler 407-356-1374 
Communications
 Bill Paskert 407-579-6215
Equipment
 Bill Paskert 407-579-6215
Meetings
 Open 
Membership
 Keri Vazquez 321-297-3366
Merchandise
 Carol Comstock 407-694-3490
Safety and Training
 Darrell Seale 817-308-9764
Webmaster
 Terry Keeney 321-784-3382

This month we will have an excellent presenta-
tion about diving in the Red Sea by Bill Paskert 
and Mark Hatter.  Not a lot of people think about 
the Red Sea when it comes to planning out a big 
dive trip, but it truly is one of the more incredible 
places to dive.  If you've never come to a meeting 
where Mark has presented his photos, they're really 
one you don't want to miss.  As someone who just 
finally got a dive housing for their DSLR, it's really 
incredible to see just what you can do underwater 
with a camera."

Trevor Campbell
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Dive Club 2014 Activity Schedule
140828

Date Event Contact

LMDC/
Barra- 
cudas

Partici- 
pants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-
off 

Date

Total 
Cost

Mar 1 Paradise Springs (picnic 
at the Wileden cabin)

Al and Nancy Wileden
407-616-6270

fwileden@cfl.rr.com
LMDC Open None Feb 

22 $30

Mar 15 Disney DiveQuest
Phil Stasik

321-455-2221
eyefly1@att.net

Barra- 
cudas 10 $107 Feb 4 $107

Mar 28 Disney DiveQuest
Margaret Windsor

407-306-6469
mkwindsor@earthlink.net

LMDC 10 $107 Feb 
11 $107

Apr 5 Alexander Springs Bob Claudy
407-405-8814

bclaudy@cfl.rr.com
LMDC Open $16.50 Mar 

24 $16.50

May 3 Blue Heron Bridge
Riviera Beach

Sharon Kennedy
321-504-4208

skennedy250@gmail.com

Barra- 
cudas Open NA NA Free

May 9 
- 11

Looe Key
Parmer’s Resort

Marie Frank
301-548-2366

marie.s.frank@lmco.com
LMDC $300

Jun 14 Blue Heron Bridge
Riviera Beach

Sharon Kennedy
321-504-4208

skennedy250@gmail.com

Barra- 
cudas Open NA NA Free

Jul 17 Jupiter Dive Center
Jupiter Inlet

Bill Little
321-639-0012

littlewl@mindspring.com

Barra- 
cudas 10 $50 Jul 1 $75

Jul 19 Devil’s Den
Trevor Campbell

407-234-7147
rockcityphoto@gmail.com

LMDC

Jul 30
Lobster Sportsman 

Season
West Palm Beach

John Lawlor
321-459-3374 

lawlor@cfl.rr.com

Barra- 
cudas

Jul 31
Lobster Sportsman 

Season
West Palm Beach

John Lawlor
321-459-3374 

lawlor@cfl.rr.com

Barra- 
cudas

Aug 9 - 
16

Utopia Village
Utila

Dave Ballou
321-799-3725

dmballou@att.net

Barra- 
cudas 10

Aug 30 Grouper Dive
(Jupiter Dive Center)

Mike Gracey
Work 407-356-5752 
Cell 407-376-8300

LMDC 21 $63 ASAP $63

Aug 31 
- Sep 1

Boynton Inlet
Boynton Beach

Phil Stasik
321-455-2221
eyefly1@att.net

Barra- 
cudas

Sep 13 
- 20

Bonaire 1
Bonaire, NA

Max Farley
321-452-1435

maxfarley@cfl.rr.com

Barra- 
cudas 12 $400 Jun 1 $1550

Sep 13 
- 27

Bonaire 2
Bonaire, NA

Max Farley
321-452-1435

maxfarley@cfl.rr.com

Barra- 
cudas 16 $600 Jun 1 $2500

Sep 20 Grouper Dive
(Jupiter Dive Center)

Gwen Hagar
863-397-6304

ghagar1@cfl.rr.com
LMDC

Nov 7 Georgia Aquarium
Atlanta GA

Bill Paskert
407-579-6215

wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
LMDC 8+ $299 + 

tax

mailto:fwileden@cfl.rr.com
mailto:eyefly1@att.net
mailto:mkwindsor@earthlink.net
mailto:bclaudy@cfl.rr.com
mailto:skennedy250@gmail.com
mailto:marie.s.frank@lmco.com
mailto:skennedy250@gmail.com
mailto:littlewl@mindspring.com
mailto:rockcityphoto@gmail.com
mailto:lawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:lawlor@cfl.rr.com
mailto:dmballou@att.net
mailto:eyefly1@att.net
mailto:maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
mailto:maxfarley@cfl.rr.com
mailto:ghagar1@cfl.rr.com
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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We gather at 6:00 p.m.  Afterwards, we hold our 
“formal” meeting covering Club business and member 
trip reports, followed by our great door prizes.  

We meet at Houlihan’s, which is located at 9150 
International Drive, Orlando FL 32819 (near Pointe 
Orlando), phone 407-363-0043.  It’s easy to get to via 
Interstate 4 or the Beachline, between Sand Lake Road 
and the latter.

For directions and a look at the menu, click on the 
link below.  There is ample parking on the side and be-
hind the building.  The meeting room is UPSTAIRS right 
as you enter the restaurant.

www.houlihans.com/my-houlihans/orlando

It is hard to believe that where the Egyptian des-
ert sands end, a marine paradise begins.  Ironically, 
the desert climate has created an ideal setting for 
divers.  It is one of the sunniest places on the planet; 
therefore, corals and their tiny guests thrive on an 
overabundance of solar energy.

Aggressor Fleet was founded in 1984 with the 
goal of becoming the largest and most successful 
fleet of live-aboard dive yachts in the world. Today 
Aggressor Fleet and Dancer Fleet offer guests 17 of 
the most fascinating scuba diving destinations in the 
world and the list keeps growing.  

Bill Paskert

Red Sea Aggressor, from page 1

140828

Date Event Contact

LMDC/
Barra- 
cudas

Partici- 
pants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-
off 

Date

Total 
Cost

Nov 21
Blue Heron Bridge Night 

Dive
Riviera Beach

Jamie Dachtler
 407-456-4784

james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.
com

LMDC

Dec 7 LMDC HOLIDAY PARTY
Brunch

Nancy Wileden
407-971-8525

nwileden@cfl.rr.com
LMDC 40 ? ? $30

2016 Palau and Yap
Gary Comstock

407-255-0488 
seabase195@aol.com

LMDC

mailto:nwileden@cfl.rr.com
mailto:seabase195@aol.com
http://www.houlihans.com/my-houlihans/orlando
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Orlando Sentinel, August 27, 2014

Special cameras record 
coral reefs

By Ken Kaye Staff Writer

South Florida’s coral reefs are about to get 
Google-mapped, sort of.

Government scientists this month used new 
high-tech cameras to shoot a 360-degree view of 
the ocean in the Florida Keys. The goal: to map and 
then track coral reefs to see if restoration efforts are 
working.

It was the first time the cameras have been used 
in U.S. waters, although they have documented reefs 
in the Caribbean and Australia. Eventually, they will 
capture all of this region’s reefs, said Billy Causey of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries.

“Coral reefs are essential to tourism from the 
Keys up to Martin County,” he said, so protecting 
them is vital.

The initiative will have global benefits.

“Florida is a leading region for reef restoration 
initiatives,” said Richard Vevers, project director 
of the Catlin Seaview Survey, a nonprofit scientific 
expedition supported by Catlin Group Limited, an 
international insurer.

Caitlin Seaview Survey

Government divers use a special 3-lens camera that pro-
vides a spectacular view of coral reefs near Islamorada.  The 
camera will help scientists better map, manage and protect 
marine sanctuaries.

In mid-August, Catlin Seaview joined forces with 
NOAA to shoot dramatic photos in the Florida Keys 
National Marine Sanctuary near Key Largo, including 
pictures of the popular “Christ of the Abyss” statue.

By bringing the camera technology to Florida, 
scientists hope to fast-track reef recovery programs 
worldwide.

How? The Keys images will be analyzed by the 
University of Queensland in Australia, where Catlin 
Seaview is based. The photos then will be compared 
to those taken in the future to see if coral reefs have 
improved or regressed over time.

“From those images, we should be able to evaluate 
any changes to the reefs, positive or negative,” said Bill 
Goodwin, resource manager of the Florida Keys Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary.

Coral reefs are crucial to the overall balance of the 
oceans, as they provide a habitat to a variety of sea 
life. They are important to South Florida’s tourism and 
fishing industries, as they lure thousands of visitors and 
anglers to this region each year.

Yet there has been a 40 percent worldwide decline 
in corals in the past 30 years, due to warming oceans, 
pollution, hurricanes and overfishing. South Florida’s 
reefs have been particularly vulnerable to acidification 
of the ocean, seaborne diseases and destructive sponges.

On Wednesday, NOAA announced a major initiative 
to protect coral reefs, which entailed extending protec-
tion to 20 coral species under the Endangered Species 
Act.

Among the species declared “threatened” are five 
that can be found on the coral reefs off Broward, Mi-
ami-Dade and Palm Beach counties.

For its part, in hopes of restoring order, Catlin 
Seaview has been employing a basketball-shaped SVII 
panoramic camera to closely study ocean ecosystems. 
The triple-lens camera captures images every three 
seconds — but only for as long as they are tethered to 
scuba divers. When the divers head to surface, the cam-
eras are shut down.

Google, a partner in the Catlin Seaview Survey, 
uses the same technology for street views.
Staff writer David Fleshler contributed to this report.

See more on the Caitlin Global Reef Record at:
http://globalreefrecord.org/home_scientific

http://globalreefrecord.org/home_scientific
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Show us your pictures ! 
We have been offering a new segment to our monthly meeting format to 
entertain and showcase what you are seeing and experiencing on your 
dives; club dives or personal dives. The idea is to slowly but surely ease 
everyone into sharing their dives with the other members that either did 
attend the dive or wished they had attended. 
 
The Club has a Go-Pro still and video camera for everyone's use and a 
Sealife still camera that is oldish, but not retired. If you are going on a 
trip to the springs or traveling to West Palm, grab the camera(s) and 
experiment. We think that there are some shy, creative photographers 
and videographers out there that are reluctant to show their stuff. No 
intimidation factor, just some fun! 

 
If you shoot some raw video (unedited), who cares....we want to see it! If you shoot some pictures topside or 
underwater, please share them. 
 
We devote a segment of the meeting (10-20 minutes) for anyone's 
pictures or videos they want to show. These can be OLD pictures 
from the past or dives you made recently....we just want to see them! 
Do you have some pics from a Nikonos V, share them! 
 
Some guidelines...... 

1. Pick a video or pictures that you want to show. Try to stay 
with 1 format so everyone has their 3 minutes. 

2. Pictures: if you put together some pictures, pick your 
favorites and try to pick just enough to fill 3 minutes or less, 
assuming 5-7 seconds per image maximum. At 7 seconds, you 
could show 24 images. 

3. Videos: Edited or unedited, put together whatever you have and try to keep the video to the same length; 3 
minutes or less. If 5 people bring pictures and videos we'll fill our 10-20 minutes. 

 
Now what? How do I get the pics or videos to the meeting?  

1. Email Gary Comstock (Seabase195@aol.com) or call him (407) 255-0488, one week or a few days before so 
he knows how many will be showing video or pictures.  

2. Bring your pics or video on a DVD, flash drive or SD card to the meeting. We have the computer! 
3. If you are shy, just give the collection to Gary and ask that he not mention your name at the meeting. 

 
What this segment is NOT: This is not a photo contest. This is just a segment to share your unedited and raw photo 
and video experiences with  all of your friends and dive buddies. Let's have some fun and maybe some giggles! Who 
will step up? 
 

mailto:Seabase195@aol.com
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
GO Pro Hero 2 

Available for member’s use 
TODAY! 

This incredible Go Pro video and still camera is available for member 
use at no charge. Anytime the camera is not being used, you are urged 
to take advantage of using it. Use it in the Springs, on a trip to Jupiter 
or the Keys or just diving at Blue Heron Bridge for the day. 
 
The camera is very simple to operate and is watertight to over 150’. The camera features the ability to 
shoot very wide angle (170 degrees) 11 megapixel pictures and 1080P High Definition video and with 
the 16 gig SD card included, there’s room for 3 hours of video or 3,000 pictures. The camera comes 
in a foam lined case, complete with everything to go get some interesting video or pictures of your 
dive. There's even simple instructions in the box or Jamie can give you a brief tutorial. 
 
The Club purchased an extended battery, which offers 3 hours of battery time and it can be easily 
charged using the USB adapter that is supplied. Also included is a head strap that can be worn on your 
head during the dive to capture pictures or video. The other item included is a 24” threaded extension 
or wand that the camera simple screws onto for shooting “up close and personal” images of some of the 
creatures you may encounter. 
 
If you can press a button, this should be on every dive you make! Who knows, you may be a winner 
in this year’s photo contest just by using this little camera.  
 
Please contact Jamie Dachtler in advance of your dive (1 week -1 month) and he will coordinate a 
time and place to get this incredible camera into your hands. Email: james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.com.  
 
 

mailto:james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.com
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August Meeting
Top Shelf Aquatics
by Travis Kraker

At our August 12th meeting we got a great 
insight into a fantastic dive-related hobby: marine 
aquariums.  Travis Kraker shows us how his compa-
ny, Top Shelf Aquatics, provides its customers with 
the ultimate in “easy diving.”

Top Shelf Aquatics is one of Central Florida’s 
premiere saltwater aquarium stores.  They pride 
themselves in bringing the hobbyist the highest 
quality products available.  With the largest variety 
and selection of saltwater fish and coral in Central 
Florida, they are committed to offering everything 
for marine aquariums.

From their healthy, pest-free livestock to their 
water filtration and quarantine processes, they make 
it a point to ensure that every item that leaves their 
store represents the standards they hold for them-
selves as a company and the hobbyist. By providing 

The majority of their shipments are hand-
selected from top-quality wholesalers throughout 
the state.  Many of their fish and corals are grown 
in captivity, making them healthier for aquariums 
and maximizing sustainability for our reefs.  With 
shipments of fish, coral, and invertebrates coming in 
weekly, there will always be something new for the 
hobbyist.

top-shelf service, quality, and competitively priced 
products, their goal is to help everyone create their 
own unique piece of the ocean. 
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LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call 407- 
579-6215 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at 

getting articles to me.  If you've got ideas for articles, 
get them to me by phone at 407-579-6215; email at 
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com; or sneaker-net your text and 
graphics on disk to me at 3173 Battersea Way, Win-
ter Park FL 32792-8137

Their variety of corals is unmatched; they have 
corals for the beginning hobbyist as well for ex-
perts.  No matter what part of the color spectrum, 
they have it.

Their selection comes from all around the 
world, including exotic specimens from Bali, Fiji, 
Hawaii, and all the way to the Caribbean.  Many 
of their fish are captive bred, which ensures quality 
and health.  Whether it’s a hermit crab, or an anem-
one for a clownfish to host, they have it all.

Member Contributions
Coincidently, this great cartoon was sent in recently by our Mike Gracey.

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Upcoming Events
Sep 9 Meeting:  Red Sea Aggressor - Mark Hatter and Bill Paskert
Sep 30 Trip:  Grouper Dive - Gwen Hagar
Oct 14 Meeting:  TBD

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
(407) 579-6215
www.martindiveclub.org

Member Contributions
These amazing images were sent in by our Mike 

Gracey recently.

http://www.martindiveclub.org

