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Christmas in July
Terry Keeney and Chuck Brown

Well, this April 14th, it’s:

Christmas in July
Ho, Ho, Ho and a bottle of Rhum!

Christmas came early to the Caribbean.

Last July, Santa’s helpers traveled to the Ba-
hamas for some sun, sea, and SCUBA diving.  For 
a little friendly competition, they enjoyed playing 
“The Reindeer Games”.

See ‘Christmas’, page 4

See ‘Dues’, page 10

$$$
Dues are Due!

$$$

Their favorite is Tropical Fish Identification.  Of 
course, this is a tough one at the North Pole, so they 
took advantage of the location and played!

Come join Terry and Chuck for a ‘Christmas in 
July’ celebration in the remote islands of the Exu-
mas on the Aqua Cat, and see who won “The Rein-
deer Games”!
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President
 Trevor Campbell 407-234-7147 

Vice President
 Mike McCleskey 407-808-6453
 
 Secretary
 Gwen Hagar 863-397-6304

Treasurer
  Keri Vazquez 321-297-3366
 
Director at Large
 Nancy Wileden 407-971-8525 

Board of Directors
 
 Gary Comstock 407-255-0488 

 Jamie Dachtler 407-356-1374 

 Terry Keeney 321-795-9476 

Your Club Leadership

President’s Column
Warm weather is upon us, time to hit the seas 

and get underwater!  We’ve got plenty of dives 
planned for this year, including some annual favor-
ites and some much less common ones as well.  We 
are also always looking for more people willing to 
be the dive coordinator for more club dives.  If you 
have any location you’d like to see on our list and 
would like to plan the trip, please let me know and 
I’d be happy to help facilitate.

This year has been off to a sluggish start for 
Club diving.  We had to cancel the Paradise Springs 
trip due to a lack of divers, and we’ve been slow to 
fill some of the other upcoming dives as well.  With 
new members and plenty of active divers, it should 
be easier now more than ever to fill these, and we 
should have to plan even more dives!  Spring can be 
a tough time with many visitors in town, but let’s all 
look ahead and plan to get under water together.

This month’s meeting brings us another excit-
ing and entertaining Chuck and Terry presentation 
- sure to be filled with spectacular photos and video.  
Make sure to mark your calendars and come out to 
enjoy in the fun!

Committee Chairs
Activity
 Trevor Campbell 407-234-7147 
Camera
 Jamie Dachtler 407-356-1374 
Communications
 Bill Paskert 407-579-6215
Equipment
 Bill Paskert 407-579-6215
Meetings
 Open 
Membership
 Keri Vazquez 321-297-3366
Merchandise
 Carol Comstock 407-694-3490
Safety and Training
 Darrell Seale 817-308-9764
Webmaster
 Terry Keeney 321-784-3382

We’re also in search of a new slate of board 
members for this Club year.  If you would like to 
pursue any of the positions, please contact Nancy 
Wileden and let her know what position you might 
be interested in (See her article later in this newslet-
ter).

Trevor Campbell

Dive Club 2015 Activity Schedule

150407

Date Event Contact

LMDC/
Barra- 
cudas

Partic- 
ipants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-
off 

Date

Total 
Cost

Feb 
27

Manatees - Crystal 
River

Snorkeling

Marie Frank
301-548-2366

marie.s.frank@lmco.com
LMDC $55

Mar 7 Paradise Springs (picnic 
at the Wileden cabin)

Nancy and Al Wileden
407-616-6270

fwileden@cfl.rr.com
LMDC

Apr 11 WW II Wrecks off
Fort Pierce

Treasure Coast Divers

Jamie Dachtler
 407-456-4784

james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.
com

LMDC $100

May 8 Coral Reef Foundation
Key Largo

Jamie Dachtler
 407-456-4784

james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.
com

LMDC $105

May 8 

-10

Amy Slate’s Dive 
Resort

Key Largo

Marie Frank
301-548-2366

marie.s.frank@lmco.com
LMDC $140 $280

May 
23

Georgia Aquarium
Atlanta GA

Gwen Hagar
863-397-6304

ghagar1@cfl.rr.com
LMDC $360

Jul 3 TBD
Trevor Campbell

407-234-7147
rockcityphoto@gmail.com

LMDC

Aug 
29 Grouper Dive TBD LMDC

Sep 
12 Grouper Dive

Gwen Hagar
863-397-6304

ghagar1@cfl.rr.com
LMDC

Oct
Captain Slater (Lazy 

Sunday)
Jupiter

Keri Vazquez
321-297-3366

unixchik@gmail.com
LMDC

Nov 
21 Night Dive

Jamie Dachtler
 407-456-4784

james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.
com

LMDC

Dec 6 Annual Holiday Party TBD LMDC

TBD 40 Fathoms LMDC

mailto:marie.s.frank@lmco.com
mailto:fwileden@cfl.rr.com
mailto:marie.s.frank@lmco.com
mailto:ghagar1@cfl.rr.com
mailto:rockcityphoto@gmail.com
mailto:ghagar1@cfl.rr.com
mailto:unixchik@gmail.com
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Amy Slate's Amoray Dive Resort 
Key Largo

May 8 - 10, 2015

Payment schedule: $100 due at sign-up; sign-up 
deadline is March 27.  Balance due April 8.

Coordinator: Marie Frank, marie.s.frank@lmco.com

Make your check payable to Marie Frank

Award-winning dive resort: A PADI - 
National Geographic Gold Palm Resort 
and rated by Scuba Diving Magazine 
Best in the Florida Keys in 2008
www.amoray.com

Enjoy a weekend in the Florida Keys.  
Two-tank dives on Saturday and Sun-
day morning for $290 per diver.  Reef 
or shallow wreck diving may be accom-
modated.  All rooms have a refrigerator 
and a microwave.  The Club will fur-
nish breakfast and juice, and drinks for 
the boat.

We gather at 6:00 p.m.  Afterwards, we hold 
our “formal” meeting covering Club business and 
member trip reports, followed by our great door 
prizes. 

We meet at Tony Roma’s, which is located at 
8560 International Drive, Orlando FL 32819 (near 
Pointe Orlando), phone 407-248-0094.  It’s easy 
to get to via Interstate 4 or the Beachline, between 
Sand Lake Road and the latter.  There is ample 
parking on the side and behind the building.  The 
meeting room is to the left rear of the restaurant.

For directions and a look at the menu, click on 
the link below: 
www.tonyromas.com/orlando-idrive

Christmas, from page 1

It Is Time to Hear From You!
If you have some ideas on how to make our 

Club better, we have some opportunities for you 
to get involved as an officer, a director, or a com-
mittee leader.   It’s election time again for LMDC.  
Our annual Club election of Officers and Board 
of Directors will be at the May 12 meeting.  In the 
meantime, names of possible candidates for Presi-
dent, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary are 
now being accepted.  There are also three Board 
members who are elected to complete the Board of 
Directors.  The officers and other board members 
meet several times a year to coordinate the Club’s 
activities.

Not ready to take on an officer or Board posi-
tion?  Well, there is still a place for you.  LMDC 
has some committee positions that are in real need 
of volunteers.  These include the Activity Com-
mittee, which coordinates the Club’s dive plan for 

See ‘Election’, page 9

mailto:marie.s.frank@lmco.com
http://www.amoray.com
http://www.tonyromas.com/orlando-idrive


LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’ April 2015April 2015 76 LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’

Show us your pictures ! 
We have been offering a new segment to our monthly meeting format to 
entertain and showcase what you are seeing and experiencing on your 
dives; club dives or personal dives. The idea is to slowly but surely ease 
everyone into sharing their dives with the other members that either did 
attend the dive or wished they had attended. 
 
The Club has a Go-Pro still and video camera for everyone's use and a 
Sealife still camera that is oldish, but not retired. If you are going on a 
trip to the springs or traveling to West Palm, grab the camera(s) and 
experiment. We think that there are some shy, creative photographers 
and videographers out there that are reluctant to show their stuff. No 
intimidation factor, just some fun! 

 
If you shoot some raw video (unedited), who cares....we want to see it! If you shoot some pictures topside or 
underwater, please share them. 
 
We devote a segment of the meeting (10-20 minutes) for anyone's 
pictures or videos they want to show. These can be OLD pictures 
from the past or dives you made recently....we just want to see them! 
Do you have some pics from a Nikonos V, share them! 
 
Some guidelines...... 

1. Pick a video or pictures that you want to show. Try to stay 
with 1 format so everyone has their 3 minutes. 

2. Pictures: if you put together some pictures, pick your 
favorites and try to pick just enough to fill 3 minutes or less, 
assuming 5-7 seconds per image maximum. At 7 seconds, you 
could show 24 images. 

3. Videos: Edited or unedited, put together whatever you have and try to keep the video to the same length; 3 
minutes or less. If 5 people bring pictures and videos we'll fill our 10-20 minutes. 

 
Now what? How do I get the pics or videos to the meeting?  

1. Email Gary Comstock (Seabase195@aol.com) or call him (407) 255-0488, one week or a few days before so 
he knows how many will be showing video or pictures.  

2. Bring your pics or video on a DVD, flash drive or SD card to the meeting. We have the computer! 
3. If you are shy, just give the collection to Gary and ask that he not mention your name at the meeting. 

 
What this segment is NOT: This is not a photo contest. This is just a segment to share your unedited and raw photo 
and video experiences with  all of your friends and dive buddies. Let's have some fun and maybe some giggles! Who 
will step up? 
 

Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
GO Pro Hero 2 

Available for member’s use 
TODAY! 

This incredible Go Pro video and still camera is available for member 
use at no charge. Anytime the camera is not being used, you are urged 
to take advantage of using it. Use it in the Springs, on a trip to Jupiter 
or the Keys or just diving at Blue Heron Bridge for the day. 
 
The camera is very simple to operate and is watertight to over 150’. The camera features the ability to 
shoot very wide angle (170 degrees) 11 megapixel pictures and 1080P High Definition video and with 
the 16 gig SD card included, there’s room for 3 hours of video or 3,000 pictures. The camera comes 
in a foam lined case, complete with everything to go get some interesting video or pictures of your 
dive. There's even simple instructions in the box or Jamie can give you a brief tutorial. 
 
The Club purchased an extended battery, which offers 3 hours of battery time and it can be easily 
charged using the USB adapter that is supplied. Also included is a head strap that can be worn on your 
head during the dive to capture pictures or video. The other item included is a 24” threaded extension 
or wand that the camera simple screws onto for shooting “up close and personal” images of some of the 
creatures you may encounter. 
 
If you can press a button, this should be on every dive you make! Who knows, you may be a winner 
in this year’s photo contest just by using this little camera.  
 
Please contact Jamie Dachtler in advance of your dive (1 week -1 month) and he will coordinate a 
time and place to get this incredible camera into your hands. Email: james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.com.  
 
 

mailto:Seabase195@aol.com
mailto:james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.com
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March Meeting

Understanding Seahorses
with Nancy Pham-Ho,  

Florida Institute of Technology
Understanding Seahorses through 
Citizen Science and Aquaculture

At our March 10th meeting, we enjoyed an 
entertaining and educational presentation on our 
local seahorses.  We hosted our special guest Nancy 
Pham-Ho, a researcher at the Vero Beach Marine 
Laboratory.

Nancy's passion for aquatic life and education 
started early.  Her first jobs in high school included 
being a tutor, swim instructor, and water polo coach.  
After receiving a B.S. degree in Animal Science 
and Management from the University of California, 
Davis, she came to Florida as an intern at Disney 
World's "The Seas with Nemo and Friends". After-
wards, Nancy obtained her M.S. degree at Florida 
Institute of Technology (FIT), studying seahorses.  

Nancy is currently the Site Manager and Re-
search Associate at the FIT Vero Beach Marine 
Laboratory.  Her current work focuses on seahorse 
conservation.  To further this, she coordinates with a 
variety of government and non-government orga-
nizations to evaluate seahorse populations in the 
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico.  She also works on 
various education programs at the Marine Lab, as 
well as coordinating the numerous projects taking 
place there, which take advantage of year-round ac-
cess to filtered seawater.

See ‘Seahorse’, page 9

LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call 407- 
579-6215 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at 

getting articles to me.  If you've got ideas for articles, 
get them to me by phone at 407-579-6215; email at 
wpaskert@cfl.rr.com; or sneaker-net your text and 
graphics on disk to me at 3173 Battersea Way, Win-
ter Park FL 32792-8137

Nancy brought some unusual treats - live baby 
seahorses, clownfish, and peppermint shrimp.  She 
has an entire travelling rodeo.

This program was interesting, informative, and 
unique.  We learned a little more about seahorses 
and how we can participate and help.

Seahorse, from page 8 Elections, from page 4

the year, and the Meeting Committee, which works 
with members to find speakers and programs for our 
monthly meetings.  These positions are normally 
filled by member volunteers after the election of 
Officers.  

For those members who may be thinking of run-
ning for office or volunteering for a committee posi-
tion, plenty of help is always available.  Our Club 
has instructions on hand for each position, and our 
past Officers and committee leaders are willing to 
provide guidance and assistance.

If you have any questions, comments, or would 
like to volunteer for any of the above positions, 
please email me at nwileden@cfl.rr.com.  Volunteer-
ing will give you the opportunity to make a good 
Club great!

A list of the nominations for officers and Direc-
tors will be published in the May newsletter.

Hope to hear from you soon!
Nancy Wileden

From Phil and Grace Hampton

Blue Heron Bridge Tide Schedule
In case you may be planning a dive on the Blue 

Heron Bridge in the future and don’t already have 
this, here is a site that shows the tide information at 
the bridge and other useful tips and information. 

When the page opens, scroll down for the 
month’s daily Hi and Low Tide schedule.

sinkfloridasink.com/blue-heron-bridge-tides-chart-riviera-beach-florida/

Member Contributions
From Mike Gracey

NBC Miami
6,063 Endangered Manatees Counted in Annual 
Florida Survey

State wildlife officials have tallied a record-high 
number of manatees in their annual survey of the 
endangered marine mammals.  The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission said Monday 
that it counted 6,063 manatees this year.

The state conducts the aerial surveys each year, 
depending on the weather.  Biologist Holly Edwards 
says this year's survey was helped by sunny weather 
that led manatees to bask at the surface as they 
crowded into warm waters.

The 2015 tally tops the previous record set in 
2010 by about 1,000 manatees.  That doesn't mean 
Florida's manatee population has grown by that 
much, but commission chairman Richard Corbett 
says counting over 6,000 manatees shows that long-

term manatee conservation efforts are working.

The federal government is reviewing whether 
the manatee population has rebounded enough to be 
reclassified as a "threatened" species.

www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/6063-Endangered-Manatees-Counted-in-
Annual-Florida-Survey-296473101.html

http://www.martindiveclub.org
mailto:nwileden@cfl.rr.com
http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/6063-Endangered-Manatees-Counted-in-Annual-Florida-Survey-296473101.html
http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/6063-Endangered-Manatees-Counted-in-Annual-Florida-Survey-296473101.html
mailto:wpaskert@cfl.rr.com
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Upcoming Events
Apr 11 Dive Trip: World War II Wrecks offFort Pierce - Jamie Dachtler
Apr 14 Meeting:  Christmas in July - Terry Keeney and Chuck Brown
May 8-10 Dive Trip: Key Largo - Jamie Dachtler and Marie Frank
May 12 Meeting:  Cambrian Foundation - Amy Giannotti

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
(407) 579-6215
www.martindiveclub.org

It’s that time of year again.  Lockheed Martin 
Dive Club dues are due in March.   You’ll want to 
get your dues in early so you can enjoy all the excit-
ing dives and activities that the Club has planned 
for you this year. 

Dues are still only $20 per year ($15 if you are a 
current DAN member), with an extra $5 if you want 
the newsletter by snail mail instead of email. 

Dues can be paid by cash or check.  Make your 
check or money order out to “Martin Dive Club” 
and mail it to our Treasurer:

 Keri Vazquez

 2525 Holly Pine Circle

 Orlando FL 32820.

Remember that your Club membership expires 
on March 31.  If dues are not received by April 30, 
your membership will expire and you will not be 
eligible for membership again for 1 year without 
paying a Lapse Penalty Fee of $10 plus 1 year’s 
prorated dues.

PLEASE!!   Since things change for mem-
bers, the Board is requesting that you fill out a reg-
istration form this year when you pay your dues.  

Please take the time to download the member-
ship form (www.martindiveclub.org/resources/forms/
membershipform.pdf) and complete and get it to Keri 
at with your check, or email it to her at:

unixchik@gmail.com 

Thanks for your assistance in making sure our 
database is the best it can be.

Trevor Campbell

Dues, from page 1

http://www.martindiveclub.org

	_GoBack

