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DAN for Dive Safety
Danny Donegan

Come to our next Club meeting August 11 
to hear and see DAN’s Danny Donegan on Dive 
Safety

First Aid Courses for Scuba Divers

Whether it is being on the scene of an accident 
or witnessing a health-related emergency, most 
people will be involved in a crisis situation at some 
point in their lives.  Are you prepared to help?  Do 
you have the skills to respond quickly?

Developed by medical experts, DAN’s courses 
are easy to understand and designed to provide you 
with the skills and confidence you need to respond 
in emergency situations.  DAN first aid courses 
prepare divers to manage injuries related to scuba 
diving.   Isn’t it worth a few hours one evening or 
weekend to learn the skills that could save a life?

Courses
Basic Life Support (CPR, AED, FA)
Emergency Oxygen
Hazardous Marine Life Injuries
Neurological Assessment
Diving Emergency Management Provider 

Danny Donegan

Danny Donegan decided to become a scuba 
instructor to start the new millennium after leaving 
active duty in the US Army.  Having served in an 
LRS unit, the military had effectively made camp-
ing, hiking, and parachuting all work activities, so 
diving was the next logical thing to pick up. Once See ‘Safety’, page 4

he became an Instructor, he went ‘all in’ and con-
sumed all of the diving education that was available 
to him.  He became the first DAN Instructor Trainer 
sanctioned under the program to allow Staff Instruc-
tors to qualify.  Subsequently, he completed his 
diving Instructor Trainer ratings in both recreational 
and technical diving, later becoming a DAN Exam-
iner. 

Danny is currently our DAN Ambassador in 
the field and represents the agency directly to the 
membership.  He is also one of our highly capable 
Examiners, able to train and certify Providers, 
Instructors, and Instructor Trainers on the full DAN 
curricula of diving safety. 
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President’s Column
Hello Fellow Divers,

The calendar again is inching towards back-to-
school and fall weather, but here in Florida we are 
still enjoying some great dive weather and water 
conditions as the hurricane season is cooperating by 
leaving us alone.  As a result, I hope everyone has 
logged in some dives or is planning on joining us in 
a Club dive soon.  

We have some exciting activities coming up 
including a visit from Danny Donegan with Diver’s 
Alert Network (DAN) who will speak at our August 
meeting on dive safety.  You can find all the details 
about this in this newsletter.  

One of the biggest benefits of being a LMDC 
member is the great group of divers to buddy up 
with on a Club dive or an impromptu trip to where 
ever.  The goliath groupers are already gathering in 
Jupiter and we have a dive scheduled for the 29th of 
August, and there are no storms in the forecast.  So 
grab a dive buddy and let’s go diving!

Bill

Dive Club 2015 Activity Schedule
150811

Date Event Contact

LMDC/
Barra- 
cudas

Partic- 
ipants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-
off 

Date

Total 
Cost

Feb 27 Manatees - Crystal River
Snorkeling

Marie Frank
301-548-2366

marie.s.frank@lmco.com
LMDC $55

Mar 7 Paradise Springs (picnic 
at the Wileden cabin)

Nancy and Al Wileden
407-616-6270

fwileden@cfl.rr.com
LMDC

Apr 11 WW II Wrecks off
Fort Pierce

Treasure Coast Divers

Jamie Dachtler
 407-456-4784

james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.com
LMDC $100

May 8 Coral Reef Foundation
Key Largo

Jamie Dachtler
 407-456-4784

james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.com
LMDC $105

May 
8-10

Amy Slate’s Dive Resort
Key Largo

Marie Frank
301-548-2366

marie.s.frank@lmco.com
LMDC $140 $280

May 23 Georgia Aquarium
Atlanta GA

Gwen Hagar
863-397-6304

ghagar1@tampabay.rr.com
LMDC $360

Jul 3 TBD
Trevor Campbell

407-234-7147
rockcityphoto@gmail.com

LMDC

Aug 29 Grouper Dive
Bill Barney

407- 274-3873
william.j.barney@lycos.com

LMDC

Sep 
12-13 Key Largo, Coral Spawn

Gwen Hagar
863-397-6304

ghagar1@tampabay.rr.com
LMDC Sep 

3 $300

Oct
Captain Slater (Lazy 

Sunday)
Jupiter

Keri Vazquez
321-297-3366

unixchik@gmail.com
LMDC

Nov 21 Night Dive
Gwen Hagar
863-397-6304

ghagar1@tampabay.rr.com
LMDC

Dec 6 Annual Holiday Party TBD LMDC

TBD 40 Fathoms LMDC
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We gather at 6:00 p.m.  Afterwards, we hold 
our “formal” meeting covering Club business and 
member trip reports, followed by our great door 
prizes. 

We meet at Tony Roma’s, which is located at 
8560 International Drive, Orlando FL 32819 (near 
Pointe Orlando), phone 407-248-0094.  It’s easy 
to get to via Interstate 4 or the Beachline, between 
Sand Lake Road and the latter.  There is ample 
parking on the side and behind the building.  The 
meeting room is to the left rear of the restaurant.

For directions and a look at the menu, click on 
the link below: 
www.tonyromas.com/orlando-idrive

Safety, from page 1

Education of all types has always been a prior-
ity.  Danny earned a Masters of Accounting and 
Financial Management, a Bachelors of Business 
Administration in Accountancy, a Graduate Certifi-
cate from the United Nations Institute for Training 
and Research, and is an “Old Boy” from Kemper 
Military College. 

In the medical community, Danny is a certi-
fied Paramedic (National Registry, North Carolina, 
and Pennsylvania), a certified Diver Medic (DMT) 
through NBDHMT and IBUM, a certified Diver 
Medic-Instructor (DMT-I) through IANTD, a Certi-
fied Hyperbaric Technician (CHT) through NBDH-
MT, and a Certified Hyperbaric Chamber Operator 
through IBUM.  He holds current certifications in 
ACLS, ASLS, ATT, EVOC, PALS, PHTLS, and 
Wilderness. 

Currently holding active Instructor Trainer Cer-
tifications from IANTD, SDI, TDI, DAN, MEDIC 
First Aid, and the American Safety and Health In-
stitute, Danny has over 300 active Leadership level 
credentials including ACLS, Advanced Trimix, 
Solo, DMT, Advanced Gas Blending, PALS, and 
Scubility. 

Danny has taught classes and supervised dives 
in the Bahamas, Costa Rica, Grand Cayman, the Re-
public of Kiribati, Mexico, Spain, and extensively 
throughout the United States.  His motto is, “Have 
dive gear, will travel.”

Dive with Goliath Groupers 
August 29, 2015

Trip 
Coordinator:
Bill Barney

Diving: The diving on Saturday will 
include drift diving the reefs and 
wrecks of Jupiter, Florida.  Diving en-
counters include turtles, goliath grou-
per, rays, and occasional pelagics such 
as sharks and wandering giant sunfish.  
These are very healthy reefs with a lot 
of life and structure.  Between the full 
moons of August and September, the 
goliath groupers congregate to spawn 
in large quantities here.  This is a sight 
not to be missed!

Cost: Discounted price is $65 per 
diver for a 2-tank morning dive. The 

boat will leave at 9:00 AM and arrive 
back at the dock at 1 PM.  Check in 
is at 8:15.  Nitrox tanks are $11, fills 
$8.  Air tanks are $9, fills $5  A safety 
sausage is required, so make sure you 
have one with you. Tanks can be rent-
ed at the dive shop or bring your own.  
Weights are included.

Maximum of 21 divers.

Interested?  Contact Bill at  
william.j.barney@lycos.com or 407-695-
7519.  The $65 is appreciated as soon 
as possible; Bill needs a commitment 
and funds by August 14.  Send all de-
posits to:  Bill Barney, 4366 Cloverleaf 
Place, Casselberry FL 32707.
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"Go Wide, Go Big" Underwater Photography
Craig Dietrich

At our July 14th meeting we heard and saw 
Craig Dietrich’s presentation on "Go Wide, Go 
Big".  

Craig loves to shoot wide angle, and the story it 
can tell.  He showed us some of his images of whale 
sharks, dolphins, sharks, turtles, mantas, and wrecks 
shot around the world.  See more of his work at 
www.dietrichunderwater.com.

At the end of the presentation, he also showed 
us how he prepares his images for printing onto 
metal, and displaying them. 

When Gwen Hagar and I contacted Craig, he 
said, “I LOVE teaching underwater photography 
and that I make my living selling my artwork to div-
ers and non-divers around the world.  My passion 
for diving and photography just comes out when I 
do a presentation . . .  Thank you for the opportunity 
to meet your dive club, and I am very much looking 
forward to meeting you all.”

July Meeting

See ‘Wide’, page 7

A little about Craig . . . 

From an early age Craig felt the need to express 
himself artistically.  The first time he picked up a 
camera, he knew he had found the perfect outlet for 
his creativity and sparked what would become a life 
altering passion for photography.  Craig served our 
country as a Naval photographer during both Opera-
tions Desert Shield and Desert Storm, when he was 
given the opportunity to travel the world and his 
thirst for adventure was born.

After the Navy, Craig learned to scuba dive.  
Upon breaking the surface the first time, he knew 
this was a world he wanted to be a part of and a 
second passion was ignited.  Longing to share that 
world with others, he put together his two greatest 
loves and ventured into the world of underwater 
photography.

Craig’s stunning images have won multiple 
awards, most recently the Grand Prize in the 2013 
Blue Wild Expo, first place in Sport Diver’s 2013 
“Sunburst” contest, and honorable mention in 
Scuba Diving Magazine’s 2013 “Through the Lens” 

LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call 407- 
579-6215 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me.  If you've got ideas for articles, get 
them to me by phone at 407-579-6215; email at  
billpaskert@martindiveclub.org; or sneaker-net your 
text and graphics to me at 3173 Battersea Way, Win-
ter Park FL 32792-8137

Wide, from page 6

competition.  Craig’s award winning work has been 
displayed and sold in upscale galleries from coast 
to coast, from Carmel, California to Fort Lauder-
dale, Florida.  Collectors from around the globe are 
counted among Craig’s clientele.  His limited edi-
tion pieces are presented in the unique medium of 
high quality aluminum, creating unmatched vibran-
cy and mastery in each piece of art, making them a 
worthy addition to any collection.

Living in South Florida, Craig is lucky enough 
to be near the water on a daily basis.  He is a mem-
ber of the prestigious South Florida Underwater 
Photography Society (SFUPS, sfups.org), and as 
a group they celebrate not only photography, but 
conservation of our most magnificent wonder--the 

ocean.  Craig's wish is to get others just as excited 
about underwater photography so they too can real-
ize how important it is to preserve our most pre-
cious resource. 
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Upcoming Events
Aug 11 Meeting: DAN for Dive Safety - Danny Donegan
Aug 29 Dive Trip: Grouper in Jupiter - Bill Barney

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
(407) 579-6215
www.martindiveclub.org

Undercurrent, August 2015
Flotsam & Jetsam

“Dead” Diver in Honduras Actually Died 
in Australia.  In 1974, fisherman and marijuana 
smuggler Raymond Stansel Jr. was indicted in 
Florida after being caught with nine tons of weed 
on the Steinhatchee River.  Stansel was granted a 
$500,000 bond, paid it with a cashier’s check, then 
went diving in Honduras, where he was reported 
missing on New Year’s Eve.  His girlfriend and 
other witnesses said he fell off a boat, but inves-
tigators didn’t believe them and kept on looking.  
They didn’t find Stansel until 40 years later, when 
a Tampa Bay Times reporter found that Stansel 
-- now a tour boat operator named Dennis Lafferty 
living in Queensland, Australia -- had died in a car 
accident at age 78.  He had married the girlfriend, 
who moved there with him and kept her name, but 
investigators never tracked her.  Apparently, “Laf-
ferty” was a good citizen, and there was an outpour-
ing of grief in his adopted hometown after he died.  
Stansel left a family behind in Florida -- his two 
sons are in federal prison for importing cocaine, and 

ironically, one was on the run for 20 years, living in 
Alaska while married to a police officer.  Read the 
Tampa Bay Times’ great story at tampabay.com/news/
publicsafety/crime/traffic-accident-in-australia-ends-40-year-
oldmystery-in-florida/2234369.

Florida Lawyer Caught with 28 Lobsters. 
With all the lawyer jokes out there, Fort Myers at-
torney Steven Koeppel didn’t do his profession any 
favors when he was arrested July 29 near Islamo-
rada with 28 illegal lobsters hidden on his boat.  In 
a random vessel check, officers stopped Koeppel’s 
25-foot boat during the first day of the two-day 
lobster sport season last month.  Koeppel, 55, there 
with his two sons, showed officers 18 legal lobsters 
(the bag limit is six lobsters per person in those 
waters), but the officers found 28 additional lobsters 
hidden in a compartment under the deck.  “If it had 
been, ‘Oh, we didn’t know the regulations,’ it might 
have just been a citation,” Officer Bobby Dube told 
the News- Press.  “But the fact that the lobsters 
were hidden shows outright intent to circumvent the 
law; any first-year law student could tell you that . . 
. There’s no way he didn’t know what he was doing.  
And he’s teaching his two kids to break the law.”
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