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November Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Photo and Video Contest Results
with Capt Mike McCleskey 

See 'Contest’, page 5

New (old) Location! 
We gather at 6:00 p.m.  Afterwards, we hold 

our “formal” meeting covering Club business and 
member trip reports, followed by our great door 
prizes. 

We meet at Joe’s Crab Shack, which is located 
at 4601 South Semoran Boulevard (SR 436) in Or-
lando [phone (407) 658-9299].  It's south of SR 408 
(the East-West Expressway) on the east side of SR 
436, between Pershing and Gatlin.

For a look at the menu, click: 
joescrabshack.com/menu

Editor’s note: This issue of News was pub-
lished late in November to include the re-
sults of our Photo and Video Contest; there-
fore, some articles may be out of date.

If you missed November’s meeting, you missed 
out on a lot of fun, and a LOT of incredible pic-
tures and videos.  The results were judged by Karyl 
Bartlett, former Martin Dive Club President and 
PADI Instructor, and Nick Lawlor, Partner - SLS 
Photography and semi-pro underwater photogra-
pher.  A HUGE “Thank You‚” goes out to them.  

For this year’s contest, 12 members submitted 
36 photos and 8 videos.  The Best of Show and first 
place photo winners are shown here.  Frame grabs 
of the winning videos also follow.

Watch our website for all the pictures and vid-
eos to be posted there.  Here is a summary of who 
won what.  

Congratulations to all our winners!!!

Best of Show Terry Keeney

Underwater, Normal Chuck Brown First
 Phil Hampton Second
 Mike McCleskey Third
 Phil Hampton Honorable 
  Mention

"Mother and Calf"
Underwater, Normal

Chuck Brown
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President
 Bill Barney 407-274-3873 

Vice President
 Carol Comstock 407-694-3490
 
 Secretary
 Gwen Hagar 321-543-9916

Treasurer
  Keri Vazquez 321-297-3366
 
Director at Large
 Trevor Campbell 407-234-7147 

Board of Directors
 
 Gary Comstock 407-255-0488 

 Mike McCleskey 407-808-6453 

 Bill Paskert 407-579-6215 

Your Club Leadership
Committee Chairs

Activity
 Trevor Campbell 407-234-7147 
Camera
 Jamie Dachtler 407-356-1374 
Communications
 Bill Paskert 407-579-6215
Equipment
 Bill Paskert 407-579-6215
Meetings
 Open 
Membership
 Keri Vazquez 321-297-3366
Merchandise
 Carol Comstock 407-694-3490
Safety and Training
 Darrell Seale 817-308-9764
Webmaster
 Terry Keeney 321-784-3382

President’s Column
Hello Fellow Divers,

There are still two major events on our calen-
dar that you won’t want to miss.  At our November 
meeting, Mike McCleskey will be hosting our an-
nual Photo and Video Contest.  Even if you did not 
submit any imagery for consideration, you will want 
to be there to see just how many fantastic pictures 
or clips were captured by our members this year.  
Then, on December 6, our Club Holiday Party will 
take place.  You won’t want to miss the wonderful 
food and the exciting (to say the least) gift ex-
change.  

I would like to thank those members who give 
so freely of their time and expertise to organize and 
lead our dive excursions.  I would also like to see 
us continue on this path and encourage each Club 
member to increase your training levels.  There are 
many benefits, from more advanced diving opportu-
nities to personal and group safety.  So if you hold 
an Open Water certification, think about taking the 
Advanced course, and go for NITROX certification. 

We’ve been surveying the membership this year 
is to find out what you all are looking for out of 
the Club, changing our meeting time and place to 
maximize our ability to attract new members, and 

what is wanted for a holiday party so that maximum 
attendance is achieved.

While there is a core group that comes to each 
meeting and do most of the dive and meeting prepa-
ration, please do not think it is an exclusive group 
that no one else can join.  We need new and fresh 
ideas from each member to maintain our forward 
momentum.  

Look around; are you participating?  Are you 
stepping up and volunteering to organize and lead a 
dive, help out with the in-plant membership drives, 
take a leadership role?  If the answer is no, we need 
your help to take it to the next level.  I guarantee 
you will be surprised at how much fun and satisfac-
tion there is to be gained. Thanks to everyone for a 
fantastic year.  I wish you all Happy Holidays and 
more diving in the New Year!

Bill

Editor’s note: This issue of News was pub-
lished late in November to include the re-
sults of our Photo and Video Contest; there-
fore, some articles may be out of date.

!

Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
Holiday Party 

December 6, 2015 
6:00 PM 

Join us for a casual evening with dinner, drinks, dessert,  
and our infamous Gift Exchange 

The Preserve Club House off Econ Trail & Curry Ford Road 
$15 per Member or Guest 

 

Dinner Menu 
Snacks 

Beef Brisket & BBQ Chicken 
Macaroni & Cheese 

Ceasar Salad 
Potato Salad 
Baked Beans 

Rolls 
Ice Tea, Soda, Wine, Beer 

Cake 
 

Gift Exchange 
Each person brings a wrapped fish/ocean related gift for our annual gift trade.  $10 value, note to 
newcomers – this is not a white elephant, but a test of how creative you can get for $10.  Gifts were 
recently seen for under $10 at Old Time Pottery, Lowes, Home Goods, Ross, Marshals, and of course 
alcohol with an ocean/fish theme is always heavily traded.  If you are stumped on an idea, ask 
Wendy or any Club member for help. 
 

Please hand in your check at the November 10th meeting or mail it to Wendy McCleskey 
1814 Billingshurst Ct., Orlando, FL  32825-8437.  Questions?  wendy@maid4u.net 
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Dive Club 2015 Activity Schedule
151102

Date Event Contact

LMDC/
Barra- 
cudas

Partic- 
ipants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-
off 

Date

Total 
Cost

Feb 27 Manatees - Crystal River
Snorkeling

Marie Frank
301-548-2366

marie.s.frank@lmco.com
LMDC $55

Mar 7 Paradise Springs (picnic 
at the Wileden cabin)

Nancy and Al Wileden
407-616-6270

fwileden@cfl.rr.com
LMDC

Apr 11 WW II Wrecks off
Fort Pierce

Treasure Coast Divers

Jamie Dachtler
 407-456-4784

james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.com
LMDC $100

May 8 Coral Reef Foundation
Key Largo

Jamie Dachtler
 407-456-4784

james.n.dachtler.jr@lmco.com
LMDC $105

May 
8-10

Amy Slate’s Dive Resort
Key Largo

Marie Frank
301-548-2366

marie.s.frank@lmco.com
LMDC $140 $280

May 23 Georgia Aquarium
Atlanta GA

Gwen Hagar
863-397-6304

ghagar1@tampabay.rr.com
LMDC $360

Jul 3 TBD
Trevor Campbell

407-234-7147
rockcityphoto@gmail.com

LMDC

Aug 29 Grouper Dive
Bill Barney

407- 274-3873
william.j.barney@lycos.com

LMDC

Sep 
12-13 Key Largo, Coral Spawn

Gwen Hagar
863-397-6304

ghagar1@tampabay.rr.com
LMDC Sep 

3 $300

Oct 25
Captain Slater (Lazy 

Sunday)
Jupiter

Keri Vazquez
321-297-3366

unixchik@gmail.com
LMDC Oct

14 $65

Nov 10 Annual Photo/Video 
Contest

Mike McClesky
1814 Billingshurst Court,

Orlando FL 32825
(407) 808-6453

mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com

LMDC $0

Submit 
by

Oct 
23

$0

Dec 6 Annual Holiday Party
6:00 p.m. TBA LMDC

TBD 40 Fathoms LMDC

Contest, from page 1

Best of Show

Underwater, Close
Terry Keeney

Underwater, Close  Terry Keeney First
 Phil Hampton Second
 Wendy McCleskey Third
 Chuck Brown Honorable 
  Mention
 Mike McCleskey Honorable 
  Mention

Underwater, Divers Mike McCleskey First
 Chuck Brown Second
 Wendy McCleskey Third

Topside Marie Frank First
 Keri Vazquez Second
 Keri Vazquez Third

"Where did you come from?"
Underwater, Divers
Mike McCleskey

mailto:mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com
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Extreme Photoshop Terry Keeney First
 Trevor Campbell Second
 Terry Keeney Third
 Chuck Brown Honorable 
  Mention

Video, edited Terry Keeney First
 Terry Keeney Second
 Susie Rivers Third
 Susie Rivers Honorable 
  Mention
Video, unedited Terry Keeney First
 Zack Nicholl Second
 Bill Paskert Third

Topside
Marie Frank

"Shell with Fire Worms"
Extreme Photoshop

Terry Keeney

"Belize"
Video, edited

Terry Keeney

Video, unedited
Terry Keeney

Entries exhibiting the following behavior will 
be disqualified:

Divers visibly damaging the environment (e.g., 
gear dragging or kicking up sand)

Animals with signs of stress (e.g., puffed puff-
ers, inking octopus)

Animals moved to an unnatural environment or 
risky location

Animals being fed (especially with artificial 
food from divers)

Marine life being touched (e.g., coral polyps, 
seahorse tails)

Divers exhibiting poor buoyancy control.

Marine life should never be stressed 
or endangered for the sake of a photo or 
video!

There are a total of six entries per member, and a 
maximum of two per category allowed. 

All photos and videos must have been taken and 
edited by the entrant since October 2014.

Digital images may only be:
Color corrected
Adjusted for lightness or darkness
Cropped
NO OTHER DIGITAL MANIPULATION AL-

LOWED - Nothing added, nothing taken away
EXCEPTION: Extreme Photoshop category: 

Anythi.ng goes.

By submitting the entry, the competitor certifies 
that he or she has created, composed, and made the 
original submitted photo or video and agrees to give 
Lockheed Martin Dive Club rights to use the 
work.

Don't miss out on the fun!

Mike McCleskey
LMDC Photo Contest Guy

Photo and Video Contest
Per our somewhat annual habit, we conduced 

our Photo and Video Contest.  The results were 
presented as the program at our regular November 
meeting on November 10, 2015.  The deadline for 
entries was October 23rd.  

As in past years, we included video catego-
ries, so those of you that have been testing the 
Club's GoPro camera, take note.  As usual, we had 
fabulous prizes, and the winners earned the never-
ending respect and adoration of their fellow Club 
members.  

There are categories or everyone - the experts 
and the novices, so do not feel like you shouldn't 
participate.  Here are  the rules and categories.

Photo Categories:
Underwater - Close-up and small critters
Underwater - Normal, wide-angle, large critters, 

and scenes
Underwater - Pictures of divers
Topside, Diving Related - Sunsets on dive trips, 

boat scenes, etc.
Rookie - For anyone that has never entered or 

has not won an award in the past 2 years
Extreme Photoshop - Anything goes

Video Categories:
Edited Video Presentations - 4 minutes or less
Un-edited Video Shot - No cuts, no music, no 

editing; 1 minute or less.
Rules:

This is a photography and videography contest, 
not a Photoshop, digital imaging, video production 
contest.  Imaging and editing software has become 
a necessary tool for processing images and videos, 
but it is not a substitute for good photography and 
videography.  All entries are judged on: 1) techni-
cal image quality (lighting, exposure, and focus); 
2) difficulty; 3) composition; and 4) overall impact.  
The value of underwater videography weigh more 
than computer-generated graphics and animation.
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Show us your pictures ! 
We have been offering a new segment to our monthly meeting format to 
entertain and showcase what you are seeing and experiencing on your 
dives; club dives or personal dives. The idea is to slowly but surely ease 
everyone into sharing their dives with the other members that either did 
attend the dive or wished they had attended. 
 
The Club has a Go-Pro still and video camera for everyone's use and a 
Sealife still camera that is oldish, but not retired. If you are going on a 
trip to the springs or traveling to West Palm, grab the camera(s) and 
experiment. We think that there are some shy, creative photographers 
and videographers out there that are reluctant to show their stuff. No 
intimidation factor, just some fun! 

 
If you shoot some raw video (unedited), who cares....we want to see it! If you shoot some pictures topside or 
underwater, please share them. 
 
We devote a segment of the meeting (10-20 minutes) for anyone's 
pictures or videos they want to show. These can be OLD pictures 
from the past or dives you made recently....we just want to see them! 
Do you have some pics from a Nikonos V, share them! 
 
Some guidelines...... 

1. Pick a video or pictures that you want to show. Try to stay 
with 1 format so everyone has their 3 minutes. 

2. Pictures: if you put together some pictures, pick your 
favorites and try to pick just enough to fill 3 minutes or less, 
assuming 5-7 seconds per image maximum. At 7 seconds, you 
could show 24 images. 

3. Videos: Edited or unedited, put together whatever you have and try to keep the video to the same length; 3 
minutes or less. If 5 people bring pictures and videos we'll fill our 10-20 minutes. 

 
Now what? How do I get the pics or videos to the meeting?  

1. Email Gary Comstock (Seabase195@aol.com) or call him (407) 255-0488, one week or a few days before so 
he knows how many will be showing video or pictures.  

2. Bring your pics or video on a DVD, flash drive or SD card to the meeting. We have the computer! 
3. If you are shy, just give the collection to Gary and ask that he not mention your name at the meeting. 

 
What this segment is NOT: This is not a photo contest. This is just a segment to share your unedited and raw photo 
and video experiences with  all of your friends and dive buddies. Let's have some fun and maybe some giggles! Who 
will step up? 
 

LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call 407- 
579-6215 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me.  If you've got ideas for articles, get 
them to me by phone at 407-579-6215; email at  
billpaskert@martindiveclub.org; or sneaker-net your 
text and graphics to me at 3173 Battersea Way, Win-
ter Park FL 32792-8137

October Meeting

SEA LIFE Orlando Aquarium
with Steve Blair 

At our October 13th meeting, we saw and heard 
all about SEA LIFE Orlando from Steve Blair, Cu-
rator of Merlin Animal Welfare and Development.

Steve told us about the new Merlin Entertain-
ments group of attractions at I-Drive 360 that 
include the Orlando Eye, Madame Tussauds, and, 
of course, the SEA LIFE Aquarium.  He focused 
mostly on the aquarium, the animals, its construc-
tion, and how they set up the exhibits and settled the 
animals in their new homes.

Steve has been diving since 1981, and he is an 
instructor, though not actively teaching now.  He 
has made over 3000 dives, with quite a few deep air 
dives, cave dives, etc.  However, he says, “I am not 
really a super hi-tech diver (no rebreather, nitrox, 
etc.).”  Back when people shot 35 mm film, he had 
some U/W photos published.  Now his diving is 
really about working to manage exhibits, moving 
sharks, cleaning tanks, and collecting critters.  

Steve says, “I love being underwater.”



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’November 2015 10

Upcoming Events
Nov 10 Meeting: Photo and Video Contest - Mike McCleskey
Dec 6 Holiday Party: Wendy McCleskey

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
(407) 579-6215
www.martindiveclub.org

Undercurrent, November 2015
The Lionfish Hunter 

Allie ElHage knows what it’s like to be stung on 
his hand by a lionfish while scuba diving.  “It felt 
like someone was pushing a red hot iron up my right 
arm,” says the Sarasota, FL-based entrepreneur.  He 
is the creator of the ZooKeeper, now a must-have 
accessory for any spear fisherman hunting the lion-
fish.  Nonprofit organizations in Florida, such as Mote 
Marine Laboratory and the Reef Environmental Edu-
cation Foundation, have promoted the device while 
sponsoring lionfish eradication derbies attended by 
hundreds of divers, chefs and foodies. 

ElHage, who grew up in Curaçao, says friends 
there invited him to dive for lionfish in October 2010.  
But they were vulnerable to getting stung by spines 
because they were using a mesh bag and a birdcage to 
contain the fish they had speared.  “So I went to Cura-
çao’s version of Home Depot, walked the aisles and I 
put a ZooKeeper together,” ElHage says.

The first version failed, but many versions later, 
the patent-pending ZooKeeper has a funnel that lets 
divers stuff the fish into a large cylindrical container 
and a water-displacement mechanism so the fish 
don’t flush out when divers stuff the tube.

“In 2012, I sold about 100 units,” ElHage says.  
“This year, I’ve sold more than 2,300.  Prices range 
from $115 to $210, depending on size.  He sells 
through dive shops, distributing the ZooKeeper 
through Trident Dive Equipment and Innovative 
Scuba Concepts. 

ElHage tells users that a ZooKeeper doesn’t 
guarantee they won’t get stung.  Ironically, he was 
using a ZooKeeper when he was stung.  Like most 
stings that result from diver error, he had stuffed his 
ZooKeeper beyond the limits, and some venomous 
spines were sticking out of the tube just enough to 
sting him.  After a tetanus shot and a six-day treat-
ment of steroids, he was ready to dive again.

-- Jean Gruss, Florida Business Observer
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