
News
November 2016

November Meeting

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB

Annual Photo and Video Contest Results  
by Mike McCleskey

Don’t miss our Novembef 8th meeting at Lo-
gan’s Roadhouse.  Mike McCleskey will be giving 
us the results of our Annual Photo and Video Con-
test. We gather at 6:00 p.m.  Afterwards, we hold 
our “formal” meeting covering Club business and 
member trip reports, followed by our great door 
prizes. 

We meet at Logan's Roadhouse, which is lo-
cated at 3060 W Sandlake Road, Orlando 32819 
[phone (407) 351-4599].  It's at John Young Ex-
pressway, between I-4 and the Turnpike.

For a look at the menu, click: 
http://logansroadhouse.com/menu-alt/

Here are the winners of our 2015 contest:

See ‘Contest’, page 4

"Mother and Calf"
Underwater, Normal

Chuck Brown

Editor’s note: This issue of News was pub-
lished late in November to collect articles 
from previous months; therefore, some 
articles may be out of date.

"Where did you come from?"
Underwater, Divers
Mike McCleskey

Holiday Party
December 4

Make sure to plan on attending our 2016 
Holiday Party on Sunday, December 4.  For more 
information, see the Party flyer on page 5 of this 
newsletter.
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President
 Marie Frank 321-945-4244 

Vice President
 Carol Comstock 407-924-6112
 
 Secretary
 Grace Hampton 407-737-8999

Treasurer
  Keri Pitts 321-297-3366
 
Director at Large
 Bill Barney 407-274-3873 

Board of Directors 

 Mike McCleskey 407-808-6453 

 Mike Parrish 407-356-0065 

 Bill Paskert 407-579-6215 

Your Club Leadership
Committee Chairs

Activity
 Open 
Camera
 Jamie Dachtler 407-356-1374 
Communications
 Bill Paskert 407-579-6215
Equipment
 Jamie Dachtler 407-356-1374
Meetings
 Wendy McCleskey 407-273-6655 
Membership
 Keri Pitts 321-297-3366
Merchandise
 Open 
Safety and Training
 Gwen Hagar 863-397-6304
Webmaster
 Terry Keeney 321-784-3382
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club 2016 Activity Schedule
160518BP

Date Event Contact
LMDC/
Barra- 
cudas

Partic- 
ipants

Deposit 
Amount

Cut-
off 

Date

Total 
Cost

Mar 26
Alexander Springs Dive 

and Picnic
Altoona FL

Bob Claudy 
407-405-8814  

bclaudy@cfl.rr.com 
1438 Spring Ridge Drive 
Winter Garden FL 34787

LMDC Open $10 Mar 
16 $10

Apr 22
Epcot DiveQuest 

The Seas . . .
Walt Disney World Resort

Trevor Campbell
407-234-7147

rockcityphoto@gmail.com
12618 Old Plantation Lane

Orlando FL 32824

LMDC 12 max $112 Now $112

May 22 Looe Key Dive
Big Pine Key

Marie Frank
301-548-2366

marie.s.frank@lmco.com
LMDC 10 - 12 $100 Now $350

Jun 
25 -
Jul 2

Explorer II Liveaboard
Turks & Caicos

Wendy McCleskey
407-273-6655 

wendy@maid4u.net
1814 Billingshurst Court
Orlando FL 32825-8437

LMDC 18 $1500

Now 
2 

spots 
left

$2800 
pp

Jul 29
- 31

Conch Republic Divers
Tavernier, Florida Keys

Bill Paskert
407-579-6215

wpaskert@icloud.com
LMDC 12 $100 Jul 1 $290

Aug 4 - 
11

Little Cayman Beach 
Resort 

Little Cayman

Beth Shaffer
321-783-3027

bbshaffr@aol.com

Barra- 
cudas 12 $300 Apr 1 $1925

Aug 28
- 29

Captain Slater (Lazy 
Sunday Grouper Dive)

Jupiter FL

Keri Vazquez
321-297-3366

unixchik@gmail.com
LMDC TBD TBD TBD TBD

Sep 10 
- 24

Bonaire
1 week or
2 weeks

Max Farley
321-452-1435  

or 321-223-5294 (cell) 
maxfarley798@gmail.com

735 Avocado Dr
 Merritt Isle FL 32953

Barra- 
cudas 24

$500
or

$700
Jul 1

1 week
$1750

or
2 week
$2750

Sep
16

Blue Heron Bridge
Night Dive

Palm Beach FL

Gwen Hagar
ghagar1@tampabay.rr.com LMDC TBD TBD TBD TBD

Nov
?

Bimini
Bahamas

Bill Barney
Keri Vasquez LMDC TBD TBD TBD TBD

Nov 8, 
inputs 

due Oct 
11

Annual 
Photo and Video Contest

Mike McCleskey
(407) 808-6453

mmccleskey@cfl.rr.com 
1814 Billingshurst Court
Orlando FL 32825-8437

LMDC

Open 
to 

mem- 
bers

None Oct 
2015 None

Dec
4 Annual Holiday Party

Wendy McCleskey
407-273-6655 

wendy@maid4u.net
1814 Billingshurst Court
Orlando FL 32825-8437

LMDC
All are 
wel- 

come
$20 TBD $20
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Contest, from page 1

Best of Show

Underwater, Close
Terry Keeney

Topside
Marie Frank

"Shell with Fire Worms"
Extreme Photoshop

Terry Keeney
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Lockheed Martin Dive Club
Holiday Party

December 4, 2016
1-5 PM

Join us for a casual afternoon celebration
 with food, drink, 

and our our exciting and infamous Gift Exchange
at The Preserve Club House off Econ Trail & Curry Ford Road

$12 per Member or Guest
RSVP by November 27

Food and Beverages
Sandwiches and salad from Panera Bread, soft drinks, water, and cake.

 We are also receiving beer from Grace Hamptons’s neighbor.

Gift Exchange
Each person brings a wrapped fish/ocean related gift for our annual gift trade.  $10 value, note 
to newcomers – this is not a white elephant, but a test of how creative you can get for $10.  Gifts 
were recently seen for under $10 at Old Time Pottery, Lowes, Home Goods, Ross, Marshals, 
and of course alcohol with an ocean/fish theme is always heavily traded.  If you are stumped on 
an idea, ask Wendy or any Club member for help.

For more information, contact information: Marie Frank, 321-945-4244, mariefrank2010@gmail.com.
Party location: 2330 Treymore Drive, Orlando FL 32825

mailto:mariefrank2010@gmail.com
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Looe Key Trip
On Friday afternoon, May 20, Jamie, Gwen, 

Bob, and myself got the chance to stop by the His-
tory of Diving Museum on Islamorada (even Bill 
joined us).  I have passed by this place dozens of 
times, and we finally decided to visit.  If you get a 
chance, stop by.  You won't regret it.  We even had 
lunch at one of my favorite restaurants, Alabama 
Jacks in Card Sound.

There were 13 Lucky divers who joined us in 
the afternoon at Parmer's Resort on Little Torch 
Key.  Our group comprised Bill Barney, Joshua 
Childs and his dad, Bob Claudy, Jamie Dachtler, 
Mike Gracey, Gwen Hagar, Shawna Hyde, Mike 
Parrish, Thomas Ravelo, Al and Nancy Wileden, 
and yours truly.

We did two tank dives on Saturday on some 
beautiful reefs, and Sunday we did a reef and the 
Adolphus Busch, a 210-foot freighter with Strike 
Zone Charters.  Visibility was not good on the Adol-
phus, and it was very silty.  Some of us will take 
this off our list for a second visit.  I have to say that 
both days we had the best flat seas with practically 
no waves - no seasickness medicine needed.

A few of us did visit Key West each night, 
where we had good food at some great restaurants 
such as Conch Republic and The Hogfish Bar and 

Grill on Stock Island.

As always, it was great spending 
time with everyone and enjoying 
the keys.
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Disney DiveQuest™
Devin Buffington

The Disney DiveQuest was fun, relaxing, and 
enjoyable; without a doubt my favorite dive to date.  
It was easy to get there, get changed into the pro-
vided gear (i.e., wetsuits, booties, mask, flippers, 
BC, and tank), and move onto diving.  Disney Di-
veQuest is great fun for both new and experienced 
divers, and an excellent way to ease new divers into 
scuba diving.  As for everyone else, it is an easy 
way to gain extra experience and have an incredible 
time while at it.

The staff is very professional and made the in-
structions very clear and easy to follow. They were 
very helpful, answered all questions anyone had, 
and solved any problems -- like when another group 
happened to have an mix-up with their reservation 
date, and when my mother, who refused to leave my 
side for one second, insisted on taking the tour.  In 
this latter case you must understand that no non-div-
ers are permitted on the behind-the-scenes tour, yet 
my mom managed to join the tour despite the rules 
-- is she bad, or what?

The tour is where the staff really shines - shar-
ing all of the cool facts about the care of the animals 
that are on site.  Disney always makes sure that you 
have a good time, and hands down, this staff did 
their part.

There was a lot to see during the dive: different 
kinds of fish, sharks, stingrays, turtles, coral, and 
the strangest creatures of all, the waving people on 
the other side of the glass.  I do admit it was neat to 
wave to my mom -- no, she didn’t follow me into 
the tank!  She said that she had just as much fun as 
me, but I really doubt that.   To make it memorable, 
the staff videographer made sure that he shot all of 
us in some cool -- I’m guessing -- positions. One 
would think that you might get the feeling of being 
like a fish in a bowl, but the “tank” is so massive; 
holds over 5 million gallons of water.  We were able 
to spend approximately 40 minutes underwater in 
total before it was time to surface.

See ‘DiveQuest’, page 8



LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB ‘News’November 2016 8

After showering and getting dressed, we went 
to a VIP lounge for complimentary hot chocolate 
(although it was instant), a shirt, card, and a video 
of the dive.  While there, you can fill out your dive 
chart with all the information provided for you on 

DiveQuest, from page 7 the board, so that you can receive credit for your 
certification as a diver.  Overall, the entire dive was 
really fun, relaxing, and a great dive for new and 
experienced divers alike.  A true Disney experience.

Devon’s Diving
My interest in diving has been one that I’ve had 

for nearly all of my life.  It started with my pre-
school interest in pirate ships, which lead to subma-
rines in kindergarten, which opened up my interest 
in scuba diving.  Scuba diving seemed cool; with 
the equipment, and the fact of swimming underwa-
ter and being able to breathe.  Pittsburgh PA (the 
place I used to live before moving to Orlando) was 
far up north, cold, and there was never any diving 
opportunities.  When we moved to Florida the main 
goal for me was to actually gain my scuba diving 
certification. 

My mom signed my brother and I up at Scuba 
World the first summer that we were here.  At first 
I thought the training was a bit too much for a 
13-year-old kid.  The reason why I thought it was 
a bit excessive for me was because it took a lot of 
commitment, to do the tests and the training dives.  

See ‘DiveQuest’, page 9
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The training dives required a lot of manual labor, 
and hard work, and since it was something new, it 
was a little hard.  It was also hard to have to cram a 
bunch of information into my head and then have to 
remember it then to actually perform said informa-
tion.  I wanted it so bad that I remembered every 
piece of information and performed it just as John 
(my instructor) told me to, and I did it!  I passed!  
The ocean dive for my certification was one I will 
always remember due to the fact that it was a lei-
surely dive and there was a lot to see (the fish, reef, 
and a moray eel!).  And I felt ecstatic because I had 
finally found a place where my brother couldn’t find 
and bother me.   

Scuba diving is something that I will be doing 
my entire life for two reasons: the first is that it’s 
fun, cool, and generally enjoyable, and the second 
is the effort that I have put into it.  The experience 
is the thing I look forward to the most because it’s a 
wonderful experience, filled with water and fish.  It 
really is a whole other world.  The other part of the 
experience - the one that you gain with practice - is 
something I hope to gain and improve on with every 
dive.  Without a doubt, when I started scuba diving 
it was an experience that I will never forget.  Scuba 
diving opens a whole new world of experiences, 
and can even broaden your mind to keep trying new 
things. 

DiveQuest, from page 8

Eleven intrepid Club Members enjoyed two-
tank dives Saturday and Sunday mornings with 
Conch Republic Divers, located at Tavernier Creek 
Marina.

We dove on beautiful shallow reefs on Saturday, 
with some of the best conditions I’ve seen in the 
Keys in years - warm water, better than 60-foot vis-
ibility, and no surge. 

See ‘Keys’, page 10

Keys Dive Trip in Tavernier
July 29 - 31
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On Sunday, we dove on the wreck of the freight-
er, the Eagle, and on an adjacent reef.

Keys, from page 9

We stayed at the Bayside Inn Key Largo located 
on a beautiful stretch of Florida Bay. It offers some 
of the Keys’ most stunning sunsets.  We also got 
together as a group for a dinner Friday night and a 
lunch on Saturday.  All seemed to enjoy the whole 
trip.
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LMDC Connections
We have a telephone voicemail account.  Got a 

question about the CLUB?  Want to let us know that 
you’ll be attending a CLUB meeting?  Just call 407- 
579-6215 and leave a message!

Check out all the great dive information on our 
CLUB home page at: www.martindiveclub.org.

Editor’s Corner
Thanks for all your help.  You've been great at get-

ting articles to me.  If you've got ideas for articles, get 
them to me by phone at 407-579-6215; email at  
billpaskert@martindiveclub.org; or sneaker-net your 
text and graphics to me at 3173 Battersea Way, Win-
ter Park FL 32792-8137

October Meeting

Utila, Bay Islands, Honduras
with Terry Keeney and Chuck Brown 

Our October 11th meeting featured another 
Keeney-Brown production.  Terry Keeney and 
Chuck Brown took us to Utila, Bay Islands, Hondu-
ras, to experience another ‘fish ID’ game - “Wheel 
of Fishes”. 

Utila is the smallest of the Honduras' major Bay 
Islands, after Roatán and Guanaja, in a region that 

marks the south end of the Mesoamerican Barrier 
Reef System, the second-largest in the world.

Their High-Def presentation showed the under-
water life of the largest barrier reef in the northern 
hemisphere.  Fish identification once again played 
a part in the show.  The title of the game show was 
“Wheel of Fishes.  Let your imagination run wild!
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Upcoming Events
Nov 8 Meeting: Photo & Video Contest - Mike McCleskey
Dec 4 Annual Holiday Party - Marie Frank

LOCKHEED MARTIN DIVE CLUB
3173 Battersea Way 
Winter Park FL 32792
(407) 579-6215
www.martindiveclub.org

From the Internet

This Boy Plays With A Very ‘Strange’ 
Friend. 

When I Realized What It Was — What 
The Heck?

They say that dog is “man’s best friend” but 
that’s not a sentiment that’s shared by all other ani-
mals.  From monkeys to horses, there are a whole 
lot of contenders vying for that number one bestie 
spot.  And can you blame them?  We humans can be 
pretty awesome sometimes (I’m told that I give the 
most amazing belly rubs).

Now, I’m sure that we’ve all seen more than a 
few YouTube clips of various animals getting very 
chummy with humans and doing all kinds of ador-
ably silly things.  But here’s a very unusual video 
that left me stunned for a good long while . . . the 
young boy in this video has developed a special 
bond with a stingray!  And not just any stingray . . . 

a HUGE stingray that likes to hang out at a fishing 
harbour!

www.metaspoon.com/stingray-friendship-surprising-boy/?c
at=shock#GZ2SzM1doKrdfIGm.99

On the Canary Islands in Spain, there’s a har-
bour in Vueltas, Valle Gran Rey frequently used by 
the local fishermen.  These fishermen end up throw-
ing some of their catch back into the water, and this 
has attracted other aquatic life who come over to 
feed.  One of these hungry visitors includes a big 
ol’ stingray who ended up befriending a young boy 
named Joel.  When it’s feeding time, Joel will come 
out to the water and splash his hands to call his 
buddy over.

Stingrays are typically not aggressive but 
they’ve earned their name by having a poisonous 
stinger which they use when they feel their lives 
are being threatened.  These guys like to hang out 
in shallow waters so make sure you don’t step 
on them!  You wouldn’t step on your friends, would 
you?


