
 
Mark your calendars - Dive Club Meeting May 11th 

Location - Famous Flame, 3060 W Sand Lake Rd, Orlando, Fl 32819 
 and Virtual (Zoom) at 6:00 pm 

Zoom meeting invitation will be sent via email. 

Presidents Message 
If you're like me, you have been a bit reluctant over the past year to meet in person, or jump on 
a full boat.  Now that the US Vaccine has pretty much been wide spread a lot of my reluctancy 
has dissipated.  Last month we met in person at Famous Flame, the old Logans, and will meet 
again this month.  We will continue to keep up the Zoom calls for those out of town and maybe 
got accustomed to them.  May is one of my most favorite months for the Keys diving.  Most 
kids are still in school so the ability to travel and find last minute accommodations is still 
possible.  Many dive operators struggle to get a full boat on Monday's and Tuesday's and the 
weather is generally pretty mild.  One of the benefits of keeping Zoom is that we can have 
presentation from dive masters and outfits that won't need to travel to a live meeting, so we are 
looking for volunteers for those meeting presentation even ones that aren't local to the club. 
 Between now and the June Dive meeting we have the annual keys trip out of Key Largo.  11 
divers have grouped together for a Friday and Saturday boat dives from Amy Slates.  We look 
forward to showing you those videos and photographs at June's meeting.  If you're watching 
the news you are probably aware of all the issues in India, so If you haven't done so already 
consider getting your Covid 19 Vaccine.  I have received my Vaccine and the side effects were 
mild.  I look forward to seeing everyone this month! Stay safe and stay wet! 
  
LMDC Location Update 
The club is resuming in person meetings.  Same place, different name! 
Location: Famous Flame (the old Logan's’ Roadhouse location) 
                3060 W Sand Lake Rd 
                Orlando, Fl 32819 
For those that do not feel comfortable meeting in person the meeting will also be virtual on 
Zoom.  Zoom meeting invitation will be sent via email. 

Florida Coral Reef Webinar Series 
In honor of Earth Month, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection Coral Reef 
Conservation Program presented educational webinars about the wonders of our underwater 
national treasure: Florida's Coral Reef. 
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Webinar Replay 
Hope you enjoyed these webinars.  If you missed them the can be found at the following link. 
 
April 6  Marine Invertebrate Identification - Part One 
April 8  Reef Fish Identification - Part One 
April 13 Marine Invertebrate Identification - Part Two 
April 15 Reef Fish Identification - Part Two 
April 20 BleachWatch Observer Training (For snorkelers and SCUBA divers in SE Florida) 
April 22 Protecting Florida's Coral Reef and the Southeast Florida Action Network 
April 27 Coral Reef Story Time (Sylvia Earle's book Jump Into Science: Coral Reefs) 
April 29 How to Identify Florida Stony Corals  

“Conservation Conversations” Free webinar series continues 
The Florida Sea Grant Extension office in partnership with Miami-Dade County ECO 
Adventures is offering a free webinar series called “Conservation Conversations.”   It features 
presentations given by ECO Adventures staff and the Florida Sea Grant Extension office staff 
about topics that are local and relevant to Florida.  The 30 minute webinars are offered every 
2nd Wednesday at 12:00 pm. 

The UF / IFAS Extension  Miami-Dade County Sea Grant Extension office will post the topic 
and registration links on their social media pages (Facebook and Instagram).  
To register go here. 

The final webinar before the summer break is: 
May12 The Benefits of Green and Blue Spaces 

The March episode of  "Conservation Conversations" Webinar Series has been posted to 
YouTube.  It can be viewed at the following link: 
Date  Topic 
4/14/21 Conservation of the Miami Blue Butterfly in the Florida Keys  
For more information please contact azangroniz@ufl.edu 
  
  
Bahamas diadema sea urchin relocation  
  
Allstar liveaboards citizen scientist program in conjunction with Reef Rescue Network is 
relocating diadema sea urchins in the Bahamas. 
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The Citizen Scientist program gives recreational divers a hands-on opportunity to help with 
various reef enhancement projects. It’s an easy way to learn about and get involved in 
nurturing the future of the reefs of the Bahamas. You can become a Citizen Scientist and help 
Marine Biologist Addie Benz with surveying coral reefs, translocating of diadema sea urchins 
and developing and expanding our coral nursery and coral transplant program. 

Their efforts are designed to help restore diadema populations to struggling reefs by 
translocating them, as well as beginning a coral out planting nursery. The nursery is in the very 
early stages as it is still being constructed and only a few corals have been placed there. In 
another 8-12 months, they expect it to expand quite a bit. 

The sea urchin (diadema) aspect of the project will be ongoing and monitoring the reef sites is 
the key to success. Progress is slow due to the nature of the project so we expect changes will 
not be visible for a little while longer. 

Eight sites have been selected (4 in the Exumas and 4 in Eleuthera) for relocation of sea 
urchins and so far results are promising as we have seen the relocated urchins months later.  

All of these efforts are to help improve coral reef populations through the urchin relocation, 
coral out planting, reef monitoring, and education to make a positive impact on the struggling 
reefs. The data will hopefully be used in the future by Bahamian government affiliates to better 
protect these ecosystems. 

More information on the Allstar live aboard program can be found here and on their Youtube 
video 

Also check out the following University of Florida thesis by Kayla J. Ripple 

Abstract of Thesis 
Presented to the Graduate School of the University of Florida in Partial Fulfillment of the 

Requirements for the Degree of Master of Science 

TANDEM RESTORATION OF DIADEMA  ANTILLARUM AND ACROPORA CERVICORNIS 
FOR ENHANCED REEF RECOVERY 

By Kayla J. Ripple 
May 2017 
Chair:Mark Flint 
Major: Fisheries and Aquatic Science 

The long-spined sea urchin, Diadema antillarum, is often considered a keystone species on 
coral reefs throughout the Caribbean. In 1983, a disease epidemic resulted in the mass 
mortality of D. antillarum, correlating with a phase shift of coral to macroalgae dominated reefs. 
Since the epidemic, few reefs have shown signs of urchin recovery.  Efforts to reverse reefs to 
coral dominance have taken place in the form of coral population enhancement programs and 
urchin relocation efforts, but the two have yet to be combined in earnest. 

This study aimed to understand multi-species reef-restoration techniques, specifically that of 
coral-urchin restoration, to promote recovery of both urchin and coral populations in tandem, 
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and promote reef health. To achieve this, experiments were conducted to assess the general 
hypotheses that: (1) relocation of D. antillarum to coral restoration sites does not affect health 
of the urchins; (2) with increasing Acropora cervicornis density, D. antillarum retention within A. 
cervicornis clusters increases; and(3) with multiple restoration efforts taking place, suitable 
habitat currently exists to support D. antillarum relocation.   

Urchin health was addressed through the adoption of protocols outlined by Francis-Floyd et al. 
(in press) for studies in situ, and showed there were no changes to urchin health when 
relocated from one site to another. Coral density manipulation experiments showed that there 
appears to be an apparent threshold for coral density where certain cluster-biomass is needed 
to support >75% urchin retention within A. cervicornis coral clusters. A Diadema Retention 
Model was developed to predict cluster-biomass needed to promote urchin retention, and sites 
were identified that to begin preliminary coral-urchin restoration efforts in as soon as 2017 and 
incrementally until 2020. 

Items For Sale or Wanted 

This space is available for members to sell or look for dive related items.  Please email Terry 
(tkeyknee@yahoo.com) with input. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
Upcoming Activities 

5/11/21 - General Meeting    6/4-6/21 Key Largo 
6/8/21 - General Meeting 
————————————————————————————————- 
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Key Largo  
June 4 - 6 

Trip Coordinator - Marie 
Frank  

Location -  Amy Slates 
Amoray Dive Resort, Key 
Largo 

Package includes 2 nights at Amy Slates Amoray Dive Resort in 
beautiful Key Largo, one 2 tank 
boat dive per day. 

Cost -$306/pp/double occupancy 

Limit of 10 divers 

Interested?   
Contact Marie Frank at 
mariefrank2010@gmail.com.  
  
A $200 deposit is due by April 4th to hold your spot.  
Send all deposits to  Marie Frank, 3121 Princewood Drive, Minneola, 
FL 34715  

Balance is due May 4th
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