
 
Mark your calendars - Dive Club Meeting Aug. 10th 

Location - Famous Flame, 3060 W Sand Lake Rd, Orlando, Fl 32819 

Presidents Message 
Happy August my fellow divers.  This month we have diving planned in Jupiter on the 20th and 
the Keys on the 21st.  Also this month the Atlantic reaches high water temperatures with the 
possibility of upwellings, so don’t forget to bring your wetsuit when diving even if you just leave 
it in the bag, as I have been caught off guard with 55 degrees under 84 degree surface waters. 
  
In local Scuba news the Safari Diver sunk in Pompano Beach leaving 11 divers and 2 crew to 
be picked up by nearby vessels.  The 10 meter boat is now part of the reef in 60 feet of water.  

We are also planning nominations for the club positions so please submit those in person at 
the meeting, or by email as soon as possible.   

In COVID news 60% of Florida is now vaccinated but the cases are still rising among the 
unvaccinated.  So please remember to protect yourself and your family, as I would be 
personally devastated if any of my fellow divers could no longer dive again from a serious 
complication related to COVID.  Stay safe and stay wet! 

Dive Club Elections 
The dive club postponed elections in May 2020 in response to Covid-19 challenges to the 
voting process in the absence of physical meetings.  Now that safely meeting in person is 
viable again we plan to hold officer and board elections. If you would like to support the club in 
this capacity, please contact any of the current elected officers. 
 
Entertainment 
Our August 10th club meeting will feature club 
members Chuck Brown and Terry Keeney 
presenting images from their June 2021 trip to 
Cozumel Mexico. The trip was coordinated by 
the KSC Barracudas. Lodging was at Occidental 
Cozumel and dives departed from the dock at 
the all-inclusive resort. Twelve boat dives were 
included in the package and nitrox was included 
too. Join us to hear the stories of drift dives, 
unlimited alcohol, and travel in the age of 
Covid-19.   

Page �                                                                                                   www.martindiveclub.org1

Lockheed Martin Dive Club 
August 2021 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.martindiveclub.org


KSC Barracudas trip to Cozumel.  June 22 - 29 
Our group of 16 KSC Barracudas departed for Cozumel on June 22. Our trip to 
Cozumel was as smooth as it could be during Covid protocols. We all completed the 
“required” health questionnaire 
needed for entry into Mexico 
during Covid that no one at the 
Cozumel airport actual ended 
up requesting. (However we 
had to complete the same form 
again prior to entering the 
airport security check point in 
Cozumel that they did collect). 
We all make it to the Occidental 
Cozumel resort without an issue 
via our pre-paid transportation 
that met us at the airport and 
again at the Occidental 
Cozumel resort for our return 
trip to the airport for our return 
trip home. 

We had a few issues at the resort our first few days, such as some not having an A/C 
system that worked well and others that requested moving from 3rd floor rooms to 1st 
floor rooms which the resort did accommodate. We also had as a few short power and 
water outages during our stay. The other puzzling issue was making reservations for the 

three “specialty” restaurants. We were 
told they were fully booked on days/
times when we noted that only a few 
guests actually being seated and 
served. We suspected they were short 
of staff but they would not confirm 
that. Most of us were eventually able 
to book one or two reservations later 
in the week. 

We did however have many good 
meals at the main restaurants and 
they setup a nice evening meal for 

Max and Sandy Farley’s anniversary 
celebration. So in general we had a great time at the resort. 

The dive operation was run by Pro Dive International. They did an excellent job for us 
during the week. We took our dive gear to the shop the first day and they provided 
plastic totes to store the gear in during the week. The totes were stored overnight inside 
shop so we felt our dive gear was secure. 

The Pro Dive International divemasters did an exceptional job for our group! They had 
no issue helping folks that need to remove BCD’s in the water or any requested extra 
help without question.  
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We had a smaller boat at the beginning of the week that was a bit cramped for our 
group of 16, but we had a large boat after the first couple of days that worked out much 
better.  Even though I had asked about camera storage on the boats before our trip, 
they were not prepared for the several large camera setups our group had. They did 
add extra storage after the first day once they realized the issue.        

Now about our diving! We had a lot 
of current the first few days but by 
the third day we had an excellent 
dive on Columbia Reef with no 
current. We also had excellent 
dives on Palancar Garden, 
Palancar Caves, Palancar Bricks, 
San Francisco Reef and Santa 
Rosa Wall as well as other dives. 

One disappointment was the lack of 
large fish such as the large 
groupers that we remember from 
trips to Cozumel years ago that 

would be on the deeper dive sites. 

All in all however the diving we great and everyone seem to enjoy “getting wet” again 
after our “Covid confinement period” for a year and a half.   

Our trip home was more eventful for the group 
of 13 of us that flew on American Airlines into 
Miami. The weather caused delays in taxiing 
to gate after landing and delayed our 
connecting flight to Orlando. Our delayed flight 
to Orlando was finally taxiing to the runway 
when a passenger had a medical issue. The 
plane returned to the gate to deal with the 
emergency, the passenger was checked out 
by local EMT and was allowed to re-board the 
plane. However the airlines was unable to 
replace the oxygen bottle used in a timely 
manner causing the flight to be canceled after 
midnight. 

We were told to go to the re-booking desk 
which already had what appear to be a few 
hundred poor souls in the same situation. 
Some of us where able to re-book on the American Airlines app on a morning flight but 
others booked on another airline since American ran out of seats on flights for the next 
morning. 

In the end we all made it home safely and will probably remember the good and the “not 
so good” for years to come. 

- Dave Ballou, Trip Coordinator 
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Freak Accident Sinks Dive Boat.   
(Ref. Undercurrent magazine) 
Seven people were left in the water when a dive boat, Safari Diver of South Florida Diving 
Headquarters, sank off Pompano Beach on July 19. Other boats raced to the rescue, and all 
seven passengers were saved, but they lost their car keys, wallets, phones, and anything else 
they had on board. An Undercurrent subscriber, diving the next day with South Florida Dive 
Company's Black Pearl, was told by a crew member that the vessel's propeller fouled the 
mooring line the captain had attached to the wreck they intended to dive. The rotating prop 
managed to winch the vessel's stern underwater before the captain could grasp what was 
happening and stop the engine. The hull quickly filled with water and the vessel went down 
within minutes. 

Lessons From the Water: Diving With a Purpose 
What do deep sea divers seek, both literally and spiritually, in the oceans?  For the Black 
scuba divers who formed the organization, Diving With a Purpose, their goal is to restore the 
nearly 500 voyages shipwrecked during the slave trade, to the historical record.  Their mission 
is to uncover who was onboard these vessels, and learn where they came from and where 
they were headed.  Director Charles Todd takes viewers into this intergenerational journey, 
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while exploring the intimate relationship between student and instructor.  Todd finds both a 
search for identity, and a communal bond developed through a shared mission. 

This film will premiere on Saturday, August 7, beginning at 9:30pm Eastern. Following the 
premiere, it will be available on demand on CNNgo (www.CNN.com/go) 

Items For Sale or Wanted 

This space is available for members to sell or look for dive related items.  Please email Terry 
(tkeyknee@yahoo.com) with input. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
Upcoming Activities 

8/10/21 - General Meeting     8/20/21 - Grouper Dive Trip 
8/21/21 - Coral Restoration Dive    9/14/21 - General Meeting 
————————————————————————————————- 
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LMDC Grouper Dive Trip 

	 • Diving with Jupiter Scuba Diving (Kayalami) 

 • On Friday, August 20th 
 • Time 10am – 2pm 
 ◦ Arrive 9am 
 • Location: 111 Love Street, Jupiter, FL 
 • Deadline to sign up - July 31st. 
 • Spots currently available - 8  
    • Club Contact: Bob Claudy, 407-405-8814 
 • Sign up  using link provided in club email notice or contact Bob Claudy  
 • Deadline to sign up - July 31.  
    • Boat Contact: Bill Cox (561-814-3483) 
 • Cost: $85 + Tax 
 • Includes only the Dive Trip with weights.  May rent tanks, gear, etc separate (all part of 

the sign up link) 
 • Stay after for the club meeting at a local restaurant 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LMDC Coral Restoration Foundation Dive 

   • Diving with Coral Restoration Foundation and Island Ventures

• August 21, 2021 
• Cut-off sign up date July 31, 2021 or until all spots are filled 
• 8 spots available 
• Time 9 am – 5 pm 
• Location: Coral Restoration Foundation, 5 Seagate Blvd, Key Largo, Florida 

33037 
• Location: Island Ventures, 51 Shoreland Dr, Key Largo, FL 33037  
• For more information refer to the link below  
• Club Contact:  Gwen Hagar 863-397-6304 
• Boat Contact:  Mike at Island Ventures 305-451-4957 
• Cost:  

• $85 + Tax, includes 2 Air Tanks 
• $85 + Tax add 2 Nitrox Tanks $20 (for both) ($105.00) 
• $50/person mandatory Coral Restoration Project Donation  

  
 • For more information refer to Coral Restoration Foundation website 

  Sign up using link provided in club email notice or contact Gwen Hagar, 
hagar32920@yahoo.com  
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LMDC Blue Spring Dive 

Any or all of the following days:  October 29 - 31, 2021 
  
Unlimited spots – please call or text Gwen so she knows 
to expect you. 
  
Time 8 am – till sundown 
   
Location: Blue Spring State Park 2100 W. French 
Ave. Orange City FL 32763 386-775-3663 

BYOG (Bring Your Own Gear.  There are no rentals 
available at this park) 
  
Club Contact:  Gwen Hagar  863-397-6304 
  

Cost: Park entry fee of $6.00 per vehicle. 

Please remember to sign in during entrance to the park.  You will also be required to sign a 
club waiver. 

For more information refer to link: https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/blue-
spring-state-park/hours-fees
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